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From Pastor Linda...
Presbyterian Church
of Milford

CHRIST HAS RISEN!!!! HE HAS RISEN INDEED!!!
As we enter this time of celebration with the resurrection of our Lord we also enter a busy time for the continued resurrection of our Church family and mission of
the Presbyterian Church of Milford. With the new elders
so excited and full of new ideas and energy, we will no doubt continue
to grow.
On April 6th at 10:00 AM we will be hosting a Blessing of the
Animals right here at our church. All animals are welcomed and my
friend the Rev. Dr. Patricia Epprecht and I will be most delighted to
bless your animal because we both know that our animals are an extension of our families and can sometimes be overlooked. There will
also be clean up days in town, hands on work with Habitat for Humanity, and some of the youth have already said yes to help the Appalachia
Service Project this upcoming summer in Jonesville, VA.
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On Mother's Day and Father's Day the membership/
congregational life committee is looking at holding a breakfast on
those mornings as well as a pot luck supper in October for the whole
community to share in, not just our church family.
The deacons have endless activities planned throughout the
year like kickball games, baseball games, corn mazes, chili cook-offs,
as well as blood drives for the Miller Keystone Blood Mobile. There
are members of our church that are active in the planning of the 2nd
annual Milford Alive celebration on September 21st where we hope
that our church will be able to enter a new bed for the annual bed race.
The youth group was the last group to enter a bed and they won with
their Noah's Ark bed.
Our church is alive, well, and full of energy. My hope is that
each and every one of you will want to participate in the life of the
church so we can continue to make a difference in our community and
continue to grow our church family. We need each other and the community needs us.
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Sunday Worship Service
10 AM

Choir Practice
Thursday, 7:00 PM
Sundays: 9:30 AM

Thorns So Sharp And Angry
By Jeffrey R. Ingold

In my hand I hold a branch,
It’s thorns so sharp and angry,
Of such a branch a crown was made,
To add to Jesus’ agony.

They taunted him as King,
Treating him like a fake,
But there he stood, the Son of God,
Whose life they soon would take.

In a garden he was arrested,
A cup he didn’t choose,
And then they scourged and scoffed at him
And called him “King of the Jews”!

Our Lord’s humiliation
Began that awful day,
The Lord of love and kindness was
Put on mock display.

They placed the crown upon him,
Thrust down onto his head,
Then stood to laugh and spit on him
As blood flowed freely red.

Yet He never abandoned love
For those who pierced his brow
And through our thorns of hate and sin
Peirce him even now.

Then dressed him in a garment
A scarlet robe for royalty,
They placed a scepter in his hand
—a reed— then bent their knee.

Our Lord even now continues
To claim us with his strife
Purchased with his pain and death —
In him we have our life

And so this branch of thorns,
As sharp as they may be
Reminds me, the unswerving love
Christ Jesus has for me.
Submitted by Cliff Lessig

Prayers and Thinking of you...
A sense of belonging for all our Shut-Ins;
Prayers to all those left unspoken and weighing heavy on
our hearts.
Please let our office know if you would like to add
someone to our prayer list.
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Our Mission
Our response to God’s call

U PCOMING

IN

2013

4/6 Blessing of the Animals

for us to show and share

4/14 Miller Keystone Blood Mobile

the presence of Christ in
the world is our mission to:

4/20 Clean up the Northwestern end of the
Delaware & Raritan Canal

Nurture—helping people

5/17 - 5/18 Rummage Sale
5/19 - Kick Ball Game

to see God working in

6/8 - Somerset Patriots

their lives,
enabling them
to respond
to God’s call
for wholeness.

Encourage—supporting
one another in

7/14 - Miller Keystone Blood Mobile
7/6 - Mission Trip
7/29 - 8/2 VBS
9/15 - Service in the Park
9/28 - Pancake Breakfast
10/7 - Golf Outing
10/11-12 - Lifetouch Pictures
10/20 - Corn Maze
1027 - Joint Session/Deacon Mtg.

our faith walk,
together experiencing

*Fall Rummage Sale

Christ on a deeper

11/1—18 Food collection for Thanksgiving baskets
11/2 - Roast Beef Dinner

personal level.

Celebrate—Inspired
by the Holy Spirit
to learn, work, and play
together in our faith,

12/8 - Vesper Service
12/13 - Chili Cook Off—During Christmas in Milford
12/15 - Cantata
12/22 - Children’s Christmas Pageant
12/24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
2/1/2014 - Home Grown Breakfast

sharing our joy
with the world.

*Check the Friday emails, Sunday bulletins and
future newsletters for more info on these events.
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FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE
By Marguerite York
The next meeting of the Mission Committee will take place on Sunday, April 7, at 11:15 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. Important opportunities for service are emerging, and the discussion should be lively.
Everyone is invited to join us.
Thank you for your remarkable generosity in donating food and other items for our neighbors in need
during our First Sunday collection. So far this year our congregation and friends at Oxford Diabetic
Supply and U.S. Healthcare Supply have given nearly 500 pounds of food and other necessities. The
Frenchtown Food Pantry welcomes all gifts of nonperishable food, paper products, and full-size
personal care items. Currently there is a special need for the following:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

canned fruit
chunky-style soups
Dinty Moore® beef stew
coffee in 1-pound cans
salad dressing

*
*
*
*
*

laundry detergent
shampoo
tissues
toilet tissue
paper towels

Please consider purchasing one or more of these items when you are in the supermarket. If you are
unable to attend church on the 3irst Sunday of the month, call Marguerite York (908-996-3433) and we
will arrange to pick up your donation at a time that is convenient for you.

Like us on Facebook
go to our website —
www.milfordpresbyterian.org

UNANSWERED PRAYER
The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed
his head for a moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why.
Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages.
"I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon."
"How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked.
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SAVE THE DATE
Please save the date of October 11 or 12, 2013 to come in to PCOM and have your
picture taken for the Pictorial Directory. It has been 5 years since the last pictorial
directory and our church has had lots of changes. The timing is perfect for you to
order Christmas cards or pictures for gifts for Christmas.
You will receive "free" an 8 x 10 picture and a copy of the pictorial directory, also
"free." It shouldn't take up too much of your time either. Lifetouch will be taking the
pictures and I have dealt with them before and I am sure you will be pleased with the
results.
As the time gets closer, I will update you and have the forms to sign you up for your
picture. As an added plus, you may bring your pet(s) and have a picture taken with
them. However, you will need to choose a picture for the directory without your pet(s).
Thanks, Penny
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It’s time to celebrate!!!
April Birthdays
Westley Hackmann
Matthew Cobaugh
Dave McDaid
Deb Horvath
Nora Milz
Kyle Wettstein
Andrew Cobaugh
Beth Cobaugh
Carsten Boethig
Eric Meissner
Chris Wettstein
AlyssaMcGlothlin

4-Apr
7-Apr
12-Apr
13-Apr
13-Apr
17-Apr
20-Apr
22-Apr
23-Apr
27-Apr
29-Apr
30-Apr

May Birthdays
Jamie Geissler
Kristin Bonham
Amelia Kroth
Bob Latham
Pauline Thompson
Ed York
Herb Sloyer
Ed Coss

10-May
13-May
15-May
16-May
16-May
19-May
20-May
21-May

Happy Anniversary
Eric & Deborah Meissner
Ed & Jeanne-Marie Coss,
Daryl & Shannon Rost

5-May
15-May
28-May

SAY A PRAYER
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house.
Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny
received his plate, he started eating right away.
"Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer," said his mother.
"I don't need to," the boy replied.
"Of course, you do," his mother insisted. "We always say a prayer before eating at our
house."
"That's at our house," Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house and she knows how
to cook."

Thank You to Our Volunteers
Barbara Hovey, John Keller, and
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The Adopt-A-Bill program is a way to help the church meet its expenses, making more money available
for mission & outreach, programs and activities.
To adopt a bill, simply write your name on the appropriate line and place cash or check in an envelope
marked “Adopt-A-Bill”, or send a check made payable to Milford Presbyterian Church with “Adopt-A-Bill” in the
memo area, and mail to PO Box 531, Milford, NJ 08848.
Please remember, this is in addition to your regular pledge. This is a one-time commitment, however, you
are welcome to sigh up as much as you . If you can make a partial payment, enter the amount. Every bit counts
and is very much appreciated

Expense

Amount

Paper

39.00

Ink

25.00

Copier Lease

214.00

Electric - Manse

132.65

Electric - Church

225.80

Heating Oil

547.35

Heating Oil

1139.70

Heating Oil

1064.00

Heating Oil

1094.70

Telephone

Name

156.81

Postage

49.00

Security CE Wing

59.25

Building

1385.25

Building Insurance (umb)

262.50

We would to thank the following people for their support of the 2013 Adopt A Bill Program;
∗

Marie & Ray Bellini

∗

Deb & Tom Horvath.

∗

Marguerite & Ed York
“Sharing Glad and Generous Hearts” (ACTS 2:46)
As of 3/30/2013
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Kingdom Rock VBS July 29th- August 2nd, 2013 Milford Presbyterian Church
This summer, let’s give kids the royal treatment at Kingdom Rock. Be a part of vacation Bible
school at Milford Presbyterian Church during July 29th-August 2nd. It’s our goal to reach over
100 kids with this program. That’s over 100 kids who will grow in their relationship with God!
We’re praying this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts and lives with God’s
love. Help kids in our community discover that
•
•
•
•
•

God’s love helps us…stand strong!
Friends and family help us…stand strong!
Prayer helps us…stand strong!
Trusting God helps us…stand strong!
The Bible helps us…stand strong!

As we plan and prepare for Kingdom Rock, we invite you to return for another fun filled VBS!
Last year you joined our VBS held at Frenchtown Presbyterian Church! We are enclosing a
registration form for your child/children to join us for Kingdom Rock!
Who: Preschool (age 3) to 5th Grade
When: July 29th-Aug. 2nd
Time: 9:00-12:00
Join us at 11:45 on Friday August 2nd, to enjoy all that the children have learned!
Where: Milford Presbyterian Church, 70 Bridge Street, Milford, NJ 08848
908-995-2481
Students in grade 6 and higher are welcome as volunteers, please contact me for a
volunteer application! Parents are also welcome as volunteers!
Registration begins March 15, 2013. Please return registration to Milford Presbyterian
Church no later then June 15th.
Peace,
Heather Stanley, Director VBS 2013
heathersloyer@hotmail.com
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Recognize Anyone?

T H E M E S S EN G E R

How About Now?

To find out Who’s Who in PCOM, come to fellowship and try to work it out!

T H E M E S S EN G E R

Christian Education
By Heather Stanley

The committee met in February and discussed key elements of our Christian Education
Programs. As a collective group we will be creating a program guide for Sunday School
Teachers to help assist them in teaching. The guide will include training opportunities,
classroom management ideas, and also ideas for preparing for lessons. In addition, it
will outline the rules for keeping Sunday School students in a safe and nurturing
environment. One of the key points in the rules will address the safety of students after
Sunday School. It has come to my attention that some teachers are letting students go
out to coffee hour on their own. The original protocol that has been in place to maintain
the safety of all children is for parent/guardians to pick up their child in the Sunday
School classroom. It will be necessary for all teachers to follow this rule to ensure the
safety of all students.
The Youth teachers have agreed on a new curriculum for the students in 5th grade and
up. They will begin the new curriculum in the fall. We will continue using our current
curriculum in the fall!
VBS plans are going well. We will start to put together a volunteer/donation board for
members to see all of the opportunities to be a part of VBS this year. Those who helped
or attended last year have been mailed new registration and information for the current
VBS. We are working with Concordia Supply who will only bill after our VBS has taken
place which will allow our out of pocket costs to stay down before getting the income
from VBS. We are working closely with Frenchtown Presbyterian Church and hope to
have a very successful VBS.
We continue to look for members who wish to teach! Due to Church Events our next
committee meeting will be held April 14th at 11:30.

LIFE
As we grow up, we learn that even the one person that wasn’t supposed to ever let you
down probably will. You will have your heart broken probably more than once and it’s
harder every time. You’ll break hearts too. So remember how it felt when yours was
broken.
You’ll fight with your best friend. You’ll blame a new love for things an old one did.
You’ll cry because time is passing to fast and you'll eventually lose someone you love.
So, take too many pictures, laugh too much and love like you’ve never been hurt because
every sixty seconds you spend upset is a minute of happiness you’ll never get back.
Don’t be afraid that your life will end, be afraid that it will never begin!
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Senior Tea at Milford Library
Tuesday, April 9 at 3:00
Join a master gardener to explore
beautiful gardens in New Jersey.
Please RSVP by April 8 to 995-4072 or library4072@verizon.net

P R ES BY T ER I A N CH U R CH OF M I L F OR D
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