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THE MESSENGER
Summer 2013 Part I

The Doctor Is In…
By Jody Leffler

“Close your eyes, think back to when you were
six or seven years old. What did your community
look like?” So began Pastor Linda’s dissertation to
the review board. This was it and I was there!
There to help support her D-min project! I was a
little nervous but a lot proud! Three years of hard
work, dedication, commitment and energy coming to
a close. This was not for the weak!
It started three years ago. Always thirsting
for more knowledge, Pastor Linda decided to pursue
her Doctorate of Ministry. Her project was
“Transforming Community From the Inside Out”.
She developed a covenant group, affectionately
known as the D-Mins (note the spelling, not demons). The group was made up of members
and non members and varying in age from 30 to 80. They had various degrees of education. Some lived in the community, some did not.
The D-Mins worked with Pastor Linda by sharing their experiences, researching
difficult questions and providing insight. We talked about the history and tradition of the
church. We shared where our sense of community came from. (Did you play outside all
day and go home when the street lights went on?) Are we changing with the times? Are
we a welcoming church, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic
background? Do we reach out to the community?
Fast forward to May 17, 2013, the day before graduation. The Baccalaureate Service
gave me the chills. It was truly a celebration for the graduates. Between the musicians, an
Emmy Award winning choir and a room full of pastors that wanted to sing loud, the rafters
shook.
Graduation Day - the Doctorate Robe with the three strips, the hood that has to be
shaped perfectly in the back (like a duck tail), and the 8 corner doctoral tam - was so impressive. And don’t forget the title!!! “It’s a great day to become a doctor”.
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Sunday Worship Service
10 AM

Please Don’t Forget Your
Pledge This Summer

Like us on Facebook
go to our website —
www.milfordpresbyterian.org

Working for God on earth doesn't pay much......but His retirement plan is out of this world

We now have new emails at the church, please take note:
- office@milfordpresbyterian.org
- finance@milfordpresbyterian.org
- pastor@milfordpresbyterian.org
- webmaster@milfordpresbyterian.org

Prayers and Thinking of you...
A sense of belonging for all our Shut-Ins;
Prayers to all those left unspoken and weighing heavy on
our hearts.
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Who’s Who during the Summer
Greeters
June

2
9
16
23
30

Magliulo/Leﬄer
Jamie & Bob Latham
Kroth Family
Keller/Hovey
Tom & Deb Horvath

July

7
14
21
28

Geissler Family
Kuhl/Erkert
Kephart Family
Donaldson Family

August

4
11
18
25

Dolly Family
Dendis Family
Coss Family
Todd & Beth Cobaugh

Counters

June
July
August

John Leidy
Pauline Thompson
Bob Latham

Rich Kroth
Heather Stanley
Deb Fisher-Horvath

Stewardship Hour

June

Chris4an Educa4on Session Commi5ee

July

Mission & Outreach Session Commi5ee

August

Personnel Session Commi5ee
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The Adopt-A-Bill program is a way to help the church meet its expenses thereby making more money
available for mission & outreach, programs, and activities.
To adopt a bill, simply write your name on the appropriate line and place cash or check in an envelope
marked “Adopt-A-Bill”, or send a check made payable to Milford Presbyterian Church with “Adopt-A-Bill” in the
memo area, and mail to PO Box 531, Milford, NJ 08848.
Please remember, this is in addition to your regular pledge and you are only making a one-time commitment. If you can make a partial payment, enter the amount. Every bit counts and is very much appreciated.
Expense

Amount

Paper

39.00

Ink

25.00

Copier Lease

214.00

Electric - Manse

166.44

Electric - Church

308.33

Heating Oil

500.00

Heating Oil

1039.00

Heating Oil

1039.00

Heating Oil

532.00

Telephone

156.81

Postage

49.00

Security CE Wing

59.25

Building

Name

1385.25

Building Insurance (umb)

262.50

“Sharing Glad and Generous Hearts” (ACTS 2:46)

We would like to thank the following families for their support of the 2013 Adopt-A-Bill Program

∗

Bellini

∗

Kuhl

∗

Horvath

∗

Donaldson

∗

York
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U PCOMING

Our Mission
Our response to God’s call
for us to show and share

IN

2013

6/23 - Bicycle Maintenance and Safety Workshop
7/6 - Somerset Patriots
7/6 - Mission Trip
7/29 - 8/2 VBS

the presence of Christ in
the world is our mission to:

8/20 - Session Retreat

Nurture—helping people

9/15 - Service in the Park
9/21 - Milford Alive
9/28 - Pancake Breakfast

to see God working in
their lives,
enabling them
to respond
to God’s call
for wholeness.

10/7 - Golf Outing
10/11-12 - Lifetouch Pictures
10/15 - Miller Keystone Blood Mobile
10/19 - Community Pot Luck Supper
10/20 - Corn Maze
10/27 - Joint Session/Deacon Mtg.
*Fall Rummage Sale

Encourage—supporting
one another in
our faith walk,
together experiencing
Christ on a deeper
personal level.

Celebrate—Inspired
by the Holy Spirit
to learn, work, and play

11/1 - 11/18 Food collection for Thanksgiving baskets
11/2 - Roast Beef Dinner
12/8 - Vesper Service
12/15 - Cantata
12/22 - Children’s Christmas Pageant
12/24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
2/1/2014 - Home Grown Breakfast
*Keep checking the website, Friday emails and the
Sunday bulletins for future news.

together in our faith,
sharing our joy
with the world.

Egg Carton Request
If you have some empty egg cartons that you won't be
using, would you bring them to church and leave
them in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen with a note to
Penny. Thanks a bunch.
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It’s time to celebrate!!!
June Birthdays
Happy Birthday
1 Morgan Nicholas
7 Sylvia Donaldson
12 Ryan Stanley
15 Mark McGlothlin
15 Jessica Ruby
16 Cliff Lessig
17 Allyce Hackman
17 June Kutzman
17 James Zdepski
19 Reed Williams
19 Stephanie Ruby
25 Ruth Schaible
25 Caroline Dolly
26 Bill Young
30 Jeff Donaldson

July Birthdays

August Birthdays

6 Kevin Milz
9 Kort Boethig
9 Ken Konegen
11 Jeremy Donaldson
13 Pastor Linda Bullock
16 Stacey McGlothlin
23 Harry Burger
24 Donna McDaid
27 Brock Kephart
27 Marguerite York
31 Matthew Geissler

3 John Geissler
3 Diana Leidy
8 Ethan Coss
12 John Keller
12 Kathryn Williams
13 Marty Kuhl
16 Rylan Rost
18 Jay Hunter, Jr.
27 Chuck Williams
29 Gladys Lessig
30 Heath Trainor

Happy Anniversary
July Anniversaries

June Anniversaries
2 Mark & Stacey McGlothlin
12 Todd & Beth Cobaugh
17 Marty & Linda Kuhl
24 Gary & Karen Johnson
26 Heather & Glenn Stanley
28 Tom & Deb Horvath
29 Jeff & Deb Knowles
30 Brent & Tracy Kephart

22 Wesley & Allyce Hackman

No Anniversaries in August
!!! Too Hot!!!

Congratulations to the
Rev. Dr. Linda J. Erkert-Bullock
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Kingdom Rock VBS July 29th- August 2nd, 2013 Milford Presbyterian Church
This summer, let’s give kids the royal treatment at Kingdom Rock. Be a part of vacation Bible
school at Milford Presbyterian Church during July 29th-August 2nd. It’s our goal to reach over
100 kids with this program. That’s over 100 kids who will grow in their relationship with God!
We’re praying this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts and lives with God’s
love. Help kids in our community discover that
•
•
•
•
•

God’s love helps us…stand strong!
Friends and family help us…stand strong!
Prayer helps us…stand strong!
Trusting God helps us…stand strong!
The Bible helps us…stand strong!

As we plan and prepare for Kingdom Rock, we invite you to return for another fun filled VBS!
Last year you joined our VBS held at Frenchtown Presbyterian Church! We are enclosing a
registration form for your child/children to join us for Kingdom Rock!
Who: Preschool (age 3) to 5th Grade
When: July 29th-Aug. 2nd
Time: 9:00-12:00
Join us at 11:45 on Friday August 2nd, to enjoy all that the children have learned!
Where: Milford Presbyterian Church, 70 Bridge Street, Milford, NJ 08848
908-995-2481
Students in grade 6 and higher are welcome as volunteers, please contact me for a
volunteer application! Parents are also welcome as volunteers!
Registration begins March 15, 2013. Please return registration to Milford Presbyterian
Church no later then June 15th.
Peace,
Heather Stanley, Director VBS 2013
heathersloyer@hotmail.com
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The members of the Presbyterian Church of Milford are
the best! Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !!!
Did you know the church only has three paid employees? We have
many members who volunteer to keep our church running. Think
about what it would cost if we had to pay an office administrator or
someone to mow the grass or shovel the snow. How about paying a carpenter to fix the doors at the bottom of the steps? Or paint the manse
or cook for our fundraisers or hire a cleaning company to keep our
church clean? Have you seen our budget? We absolutely couldn’t do
it without our volunteers!
Volunteering is fun! You really get to know your church family and the
members of the community. You feel great for having done God’s work!
Most People who volunteer are generally happier than those who don’t.
Why not make volunteering at your church part of your faith journey?
Special thanks goes out to Jody Leffler for working in the office; to Barb
Hovey, Ruth Schaible, John Keller and Linda Kuhl for cleaning; Dave
McDaid, Rich Kroth and Bob Latham for all the AV and graphics we
enjoy during worship; Heath Trainor, John Patrick Tynan and Tommy
Schlittler for mowing the grass; Herb Sloyer and Cliff Lessig for their
carpentry skills and Ken Konegen for his painting expertise. If the
above mentioned people didn’t volunteer their time, we would have to
pay for each service rendered. Most of the bills would be recurring.
Thank you to those who Adopt-a-Bill.
Thank you to those to work on special projects and who donate their
time and materials under the radar. No one knows about these people,
they are just magical.
Thank you to our choir who leads us in worship every week.
And thank you to the Pastor, Elders and Deacons who give of themselves tirelessly to keep The Presbyterian Church of Milford going
strong!
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
A small reminder that we will be having pictures taken in the Fellowship
Hall on Friday, October 11 from 2 p.m.-9 p.m. and again on Saturday,
October 12 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. I am hoping everyone will make
an appointment to have your pictures taken for the directory. The next
newsletter will tell you how you can set up an appointment at your
convenience online and also for those of us who want to do it in person at
the church, I will set up two Sunday's in Fellowship Hall to work with you
and sign you up. Remember, you will receive a complimentary Pictorial
Directory and a free 8 X 10 picture for your time. It is also a good time to think about
Holiday gifts for your family, friends, and Christmas cards.
If you think you would like to help with this project in some way, please contact me. At
this time, I could use help with signing folks up for pictures in Fellowship Hall; helping
in some way with publicity, being a host/hostess coordinator, and help with the
directory design and layout. Our Life Touch representative will be coming to see us in
August and it would be nice to have you there, so we are all on the same page.
Non member families are welcome to come and have their picture taken and they too
will be entitled to a free 8 x 10 picture. Non members would not be in the directory.
Also, If you have a pet(s) you would like in a picture, this is OK too, but you would
need to choose a directory picture without them.
I am excited about our New Directory as we have had new members join us and it is
so handy when you are trying to put a name to a face, don't you agree?

Thank you for joining in the fun.
Penny Erkert, Coordinator

Recycle
Recycle your ink cartridges right here at church! It’s an easy fundraiser.
We turn them in at Staples, and we get money. Doesn’t get any easier
than that!!! The recycle box is in the Narthex.
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2nd Annual Kick Ball Game—Kids V Adults

The Kids Line-up

The Adult Line-up

WATCH ME!

Try it this Way!!!
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Celebrating Pastor Linda’s Doctorate of Ministry
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Milford Alive Is Coming!
By Marguerite York

Milford Alive is coming on Saturday, September 21. This year’s Milford Alive (formerly
known as the Fall Festival) will be the biggest ever, with more than 2000 people
converging on our town to listen to 10 hours of live music, witness a fly-by of antique
biplanes, enjoy a variety of arts and crafts, eat all kinds of delicious food, take in a
dazzling fireworks display, and—best of all—watch the renowned Milford Bed Race,
now in its 31st year.
As this newsletter goes to press, members of our congregation, including Rich Kroth
and Charlie and Bob White, are putting in long hours planning and organizing the
festival.
The Presbyterian Church of Milford will have a major presence at Milford Alive. We will
be selling fruit kabobs and fruit smoothies in the church parking lot. We will have an
information and hospitality table at the manse. And we will have a spectacular entry in
the bed race. (For a clue about what our Bed Team is up to, check out the Book of
Isaiah, Chapter 11, Verses 6 through 9, in your Bible.) We thank the York’s for taking
the lead on this for The Presbyterian Church of Milford.
Of course, an event like Milford Alive needs many, many volunteers of all ages. If you
would like to participate in one of the activities sponsored by our church, please speak
with Pastor Linda, Marguerite York, or Ed York. If you would like to volunteer to help
with some other aspect of the festival, please speak with Charlie White or Bob White
or visit the Milford Merchants Association website (http://www.visitmilfordnj.com).

Many thanks to Tom
and Deb Horvath for
hosting the Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day
breakfasts!!!
They were a hit!
The community is already looking
forward to the 2014 breakfasts.
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YOUTH GROUP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Art Projects - Milford Alive
Saturday September 21st, 2013

The Milford Alive Committee is seeking responsible youth volunteers to assist in the
Arts by the Mill tent during the Milford Alive event on Saturday September 21,
2013. Volunteers will be needed to help with art activities from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Simon B. Keller, a Flemington, NJ ceramic artist will offer adults and children an interactive art performance. Visitors will be invited to participate in Clay in Motion, and create their own work of art. Volunteers will assist participants in the creative process.
C. Aubrey McWatt, a fine artist from Upper Black Eddy, will guide children through the
creation of a painting on canvas that will later hang in one of the public buildings in
Milford. Volunteers will help the children by washing the water-based acrylic paintbrushes after use in containers of water on site to ensure a supply of clean brushes
for use. As an example of what we can expect, the abstract painting shown above is
an 18” x 24” acrylic work completed in about one hour by a class of ten children between the ages of four and twelve.
Student volunteers will play an important role in helping Milford and the surrounding
community to achieve its objective of rejuvenating the rich history of the area and
building out its artistic heritage. Children and adults who participate in the art projects
also benefit from the generous help of the youth volunteers.
If you are interested, please complete the application that is on line at http://

www.milfordalive.com/. Use the application on the bottom of the Milford Alive Page
(not the drop down).

Presbyterian Church of Milford
PO Box 531
70 Bridge Street
Milford, NJ 08848
908-995-2481
Fax: 908-995-2408
www.milfordpresbyterian.org

PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Linda J. Erkert-Bullock

TIMOTHY
Donna McDaid
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!!!

ELDERS
Jody Leffler
Todd Cobaugh
Deb Horvath

(2013)
(2013)
(2013)

Richard Kroth
Herb Sloyer
Heather Stanley

(2014)
(2014)
(2014)

Marguerite York
Stacey McGlothlin
Kathy Betz

(2015)
(2015)
(2015)

DEACONS
Pauline Thompson
Nancy Becker
Matthew Leidy

(2013)
(2013)
(2013)

Bob Latham
John Leidy, Moderator
Trish Patrey

(2014)
(2014)
(2014)

Jeremy Donaldson
Trish Kroth
Penny Erkert

(2015)
(2015)
(2015)

STAFF
Office Admin.—Jody Leffler
Minister of Music - Tina Spadafora
Bookkeeper—Gary Refsinder
Child Care—Heather Stanley
& Trish Patrey

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere thanks to the members of my D.Min. covenant
group that put in many hours of conversation, brainstorming, and commitment so that I could complete my
Doctor of Ministry degree. Tricia and Rich Kroth, Kathy
and Jef Betz, Jody Leffler, Herb Sloyer, Donna and Dave
McDaid, Shannon Rost, Chris Wettstein, Kimmy and
John Aceto, and Brett Trainor gave of their time, talents
and families to help me pursue and accomplish my goals.
I am forever grateful for your input and commitment.
I also cannot even begin to express how touched I
was with the celebration and congratulations you all gave
me on May 19,th as we celebrated my first official worship service as the Rev. Dr. Linda Bullock. The party afterwards in fellowship hall with my church family,
friends and community was overwhelming. My hope is
that I can live up to all those praises as I proudly and
humbly serve each and every one of you. Thank you
again for the privilege of being your shepherd.

Peace
Pastor Linda
PLEASE NOTE:
The next issue of the “The Messenger” will be published in
September. The deadline to get articles in this issue is August
20th.
“The Messenger” is a great way to let others know what’s going
on in the Church and Community.
Elders, please consider submitting mid year committee reports to share with the congregation.

