DRESSAGE
Kim Gentry won the 6-year-old division with
Leonardo at the Markel/USEF Young Horse
Dressage Eastern Selection Trials at the
VADA/NOVA Summer Dressage Show.

Gentry Goes
All Out At
Young Horse
Dressage
Eastern
Selection
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She rides Leonardo to
the top of the 6-year-old
division.
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hen Kim Gentry first
laid eyes on Leonardo,
she was impressed.
The then 3-year-old
had just been started under saddle at
Oak Hill Ranch in Folsom, La., but she
didn’t even need to sit on him to know
he’d be her next top horse.
“I really liked how he moved. The
thing that caught my attention was
when they sent him forward, he really
sat down behind and pushed,” she
remembered.
Three years later, “Leo” showed
Gentry her hunch was true, topping
the 6-year-old division at the
Markel/U.S. Equestrian Federation
Young Horse Dressage Eastern
Selection Trials, held June 7-9 at
Morven Park in Leesburg, Va., during
the VADA/NOVA Summer Dressage
Show.
The pair earned a final score of
7.68 to win over last year’s 5-year-old
winners, Alice Tarjan and Elfenfeuer
(7.24). “The first test, the judges’ feedback was that I needed to show more
collection and more engagement,
especially in the trot and canter and
extensions,” said Gentry.

After an evening schooling session,
Leo (Solos Landtinus—Rambala,
Rambo) came out stronger for his
second test on Sunday, with sharper
transitions and a good canter. “He
was good in that, as a young horse, I
was able to show some highlights that
were in his comfort zone and keep him
where he was still relaxed in the test.
I was really able to show off his ability
in his changes, which is probably
his strongest point right now in his
training,” said Gentry.
The Danish Warmblood gelding
has been a barn favorite from the
beginning. “As a 3-year-old, we called
him ‘The Nerd,’ because he’s so eager
to please and wants to learn,” said
Gentry. “He’s been such a pleasure to
work with, and he tries so hard. I’ve
really had to be careful to not go too
far with him too quickly and make
sure that I’m developing his strength
as well as his skill. He’s so much fun.”
Gentry, Germantown, Tenn., was
born in Sydney, Australia. Her family
moved to Singapore when she was 12
for her father’s engineering job.
She started riding in Australia, so
she joined an active branch of the
British Pony Club when she moved to
Singapore.
She started several off-the-track
Thoroughbreds in dressage and
eventing. “Because the saddle club was
actually on the turf club property in
Singapore, our horses were required
to race a certain number of times a
year because of the subsidies the turf
club provided for us,” she said. “We
didn’t really have dressage horses back
then; they were just Thoroughbreds
that did everything.”
Gentry, 50, earned her amateur jockey’s license as a teenager and raced
several times on the flat. “They had
a very active amateur racing circuit
based on the British Jockey Club
model. As teenagers, it was a big thing
at age 16 when we all got our amateur
jockey licenses so we could ride in the
pro-am meets,” she recalled.
When her family moved to the

United States in 1981, Gentry attended
Framingham State University (Mass.)
where she majored in food and nutrition. She earned her MBA from Rider
University (N.J.) and spent 15 years
working in marketing and brand
management for companies such
as Kraft Foods and Nabisco before
deciding to pursue dressage full time.
An executive level job with
International Paper landed her in
Memphis, so she set up Kim Gentry
Dressage there. “Ten years ago, I
decided I really wanted to pursue my
passion with the dressage and scared
the heck out of my husband and said
that I wanted to do it full time,” she
joked.
In addition to teaching and training,
she travels to Germany several times
a year to work with her longtime
trainer Stephan Kiesewetter. “Stephan
has tremendous compassion for the
horse and always puts that first,”
she said. “He pushes me really hard,
no excuses. It’s tough, but it’s been
outstanding.”

We
called him
‘The Nerd,’
because he’s
so eager to
please and
wants to
learn.”

Trifecta To Remember

Silva Martin had a weekend she won’t
soon forget in the selection trials.
She took the top three spots in the
5-year-old division, earning first with
Fortissimo B, second with Benefactor
RRS and third with Di Solitaire.
Martin has learned a thing or two
about conditioning from her husband,
eventer Boyd Martin, and she started
doing trot sets with her youngsters.
“Leading up to this, I’d kind of changed
my training program around a little
bit with [my] three 5-year-olds because
every time I rode them in the young
horse classes, the second day, they’d
kind of run out of gas,” she said. “The
first day counts 40 percent and the
final test counts 60 percent, and it’s
happened to me so many times.
“We’ve worked up to jogging 20
minutes up the hills four times a week
after they do their normal work, and I
think it really paid off,” she continued.
“My horses are very fit and had a lot of
stamina, so it was easy for them to stay
focused and on their game on Sunday.”
Camilla Van Liew’s American-bred
Fortissimo B is for sale, so Silva hopes
his next rider will take him to the
Markel/USEF Young and Developing
Horse Dressage Championships (Ill.).

“He’ll be a great horse for the future.
I think whoever buys him will have
a great time with him,” she said. “He
really showed up to the party for me
and was trying really hard. It’s a lot
for them to be there from Thursday
through Sunday dealing with the
whole situation. The judges loved him.
He scored a 10 in the walk, which was
exciting. I’ve never gotten a 10 in the
young horse classes before.”
Silva, 32, admitted that the
Hanoverian stallion (ES Fabuleux—
EM Romai, Rubinstein I) needed a
little more engagement, but she was
thrilled with the judges’ comments. “I
think it was a really nice thing to do
[to give him a 10]. It’s a big thing for
the judges to do and take that step that
they did. In the trot they said he has
a lot of power and a lot of quality. He
just needs a bit more engagement from
the hind leg, and that will come with
strength,” she said.
Silva, Cochranville, Pa., was particularly excited about Benefactor RRS
(Bonheur—Heidekleid, Rubinstein
I), a Hanoverian gelding bred and
owned by her longtime supporters
Melinda Walton and T. Larry Smith of
Purcellville, Va. “He is one of my
favorite horses. ‘Benny’ and I go

– KIM GENTRY

Gentry is enjoying bringing Leo
through the levels of the young horse
program and has no plans to sell him
anytime soon. “I think when you have
a talented youngster, it’s a really good
program to help guide you through
the development and make sure you’re
on the right track,” she said.

Silva Martin topped the 5-year-old division with Fortissimo B at the Markel/USEF Young Horse
Dressage Eastern Selection Trials at the VADA/NOVA Summer Dressage Show.
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