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Congregation
Mission Statement
We proclaim the peace of
Jesus Christ and invite all to
fellowship, worship, learn
and serve as we journey
together, celebrating our
diversity and our unity

Congregation Retreat—Sept. 16-18, 2016

Pastors
Laura Beckman
913-484-1311
Mary Gill
816-868-4465
Brad Johnson
913-523-3351
June Johnson
913-685-8568
Brian Tubbesing
913-484-8823

Our guest minister will be Professor Dustin Crowley of Rowan University. Dr. Crowley
is a former pastor of the Olathe congregation and will share his powerful testimony of
the living Christ.

Would you like a weekend filled with spiritual renewal, rest and relaxation, inspirational
worship services, educational classes, fun and excitement, fellowship and community
building, reconnecting with old friends, making new friends, music and arts and crafts,
good food, a mountaintop experience without driving to the mountains, activities for all
ages, fishing and hiking, and the opportunity to understand the blessings of your life
Olathe Congregation
with true spiritual appreciation? If you answered “yes” to any of the above, you are the
15520 S. Ridgeview
perfect candidate to attend the upcoming congregational retreat. Get out your calendar
Olathe, KS 66061
913-764-0842
right now as you are reading this, mark the dates September 16th-18th, and plan to atwww.olathecofchrist.org tend.

World Headquarters
201 S. River Blvd.
Independence, MO 64050
816-833-1000
Www.cofchrist.org

World Church
Mission Statement
We proclaim Jesus Christ
and Promote Communities of
Joy, Hope, Love and Peace

The retreat will be held at the Lake Doniphan Conference and Retreat Center in Excelsior Springs, Missouri. The campgrounds are modern facilities and very comfortable and
conducive for participants of all ages.
If you are interested in participating in a leadership role at the retreat and would like to
be part of the planning team, please contact Brad Johnson (913-523-3351 or
brad@gunnerweb.com .

.

Memories from 2015’s Retreat

Fellowship

Art Class

Classes

How Many Balloons Can You Stick to Mike Lundy and Larry Winters?????
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Vacation Bible School

Come Join God’s Team and Go for the GOLD!
2016 VBS OLYMPICS
July 20-24th
Dinner 5:30-6:30 p.m.
VBS 6:30-8:30 p.m.
VBS OLYMPIC GAMES
Friday, July 23rd
Life Time Fitness
16851 W. 90th St., Lenexa KS
No VBS Dinner/Class instead an
Olympic Celebration
Pk-5th grade
Middle School/High School—helpers (sheepherders)
*****
Can You Help? We Need:
Snack Helpers—to bring snacks for the end of VBS each night.
 Greeters—needed for each night. This person would arrive at 5:30 p.m. and greet people as
they arrive!
 Cleaners—we need people to help clean up the church so it will be ready for the next night of
VBS. This requires a quick vacuum, take out any trash, and pick up anything that is left out.
 Decorators—we need A LOT OF HELP HERE!!! This is a BIG, BIG job!!! We are going to
decorate after church on Sunday, July 10 and after church on Sunday, July 17. We need as
many helpers as we can to hang paper and of course there will be other jobs! We will finish up
decorating on Monday and Tuesday, the 18th and 19th in the mornings and evenings.
 Materials needed — anything that could work with the Olympic theme! Anything with American flags that we could use to decorate! Hula hoops, jump ropes, low balance beam, or anything we could us in our future Olympic training room. If you have anything we could use,
please put your name on the bottom of your items and bring them to the gym on Sunday, July
10th.
If you can help, please e-mail Brooke Trachsel at brookerttrachsel@hotmail.com.
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By The Numbers

BY THE NUMBERS
By Mary Gill

Topic—Vacation Bible School 2016
20-24
50/50
8
30
600
1
5
2
9
4
17
7
Too Many to Count

Infinite

July dates of the OLYMPICS (also known as Olathe Congregation’s 2016 Vacation
Bible School)
50 volunteers working to prepare for 50 attending people
Late nights spent preparing for VBS but also spent building loving and lasting relationships with one another
American flags planned to be used as part of the Olympic-themed decorations
Approximate number of push pins needed to attach all the decoration paper
Number of service projects supported by VBS. This year: The Backpack Project for
needy children in the Olathe District Schools
Class rotations for children: Nightly Opening Ceremony, Bible Story, Music, Imagination Station, Recreation
Facilitators (Pat and Ron Trachsel) for the adult class
Different goodies given out by Trader Jeanie for knowing your nightly scripture verse
Family meals being prepared as part of VBS: 5:30 dinner on Wed, Thurs, Sat;
Sunday lunch after church
Ice cream treats available from the ice cream truck after Sunday’s lunch
Events where teams can win medals as part of the Friday night Olympics Games
held at Lifetime Fitness; you can even climb a rock wall!
Number of bad jokes Doug Ferguson and Jason Trachsel will tell during the
opening ceremonies
Is the love and gratitude we feel for Brooke Trachsel, our director extraordinaire!

4

Congregation News

Help Wanted
The communication team is looking for individuals who are
wanting to be of service to the congregation! We need Junior
Highs to Adults who would be willing to change the wording
on our new church sign (Junior Highs would need adult assistance). The message is changed weekly so if we have enough
people willing to help on a rotating schedule you would not
have to do it often. If you would like to help, please contact
Wade Wallace 913-261-9611 or wwallace@graceland.edu
Women’s Book Club
Cheryl Craft will host the next Women’s Book
Club on Thursday, August 4th at 7:00 p.m. We are reading
Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry. This book is a sequel to
The Giver.
All women are invited to join in this
fellowship.

Sunday, July 31st
After Church
Please bring table service
for your family and
a dish or two to share.

Join the Pastors for A Monthly, Mid-Week Communion Service
Each of you is invited and welcome to join us on the first Thursday evening of the month at
6:30 as we draw apart from the world, open ourselves to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and
partake in communion. If you are unable to come to church on Sunday mornings, if you
missed communion this month, or if you would like another opportunity to join together in
worship of our Heavenly Father, come meet with us. We look forward to seeing you.
The Pastorate: Laura Beckman, Mary Gill, Brad and June Johnson, Brian Tubbesing

Blasts from the Past
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Life Line Screening Event

Some Frequently Asked Questions
Will it hurt? No. We use Doppler, color flow
ultrasound, which is painless and considered
the gold standard in uncovering early stroke
and vascular disease. It is the same equipment commonly used on pregnant women.
How accurate are results? Very. We've been
classified as hospital-grade and state of the
art.
How old should someone be to get a baseline test? 40 with family history. All those
over 50 should be screened so if there are
findings, they can get under their doctor's
care and receive treatment as early as possible.

Olathe Community of Christ is
pleased to offer a preventive
health event. Life Line Screening
will hold their affordable, noninvasive and painless health
screenings on Thursday, August
22. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health
problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of
stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong
predictor of heart disease; atrial
fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk;
and a bone density screening, for
men and women, used to assess
the risk of osteoporosis. Register
for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount).
In order to register for this
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced
above $129, please call 1-888653-6450 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/
community-partners.
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Midlands
Mission Center
7615 Platte Purchase Dr.
Suite 116
Kansas City, MO 64118
816-221-4450
www.midlandsmc.org
PresidentTeam@midlandsmc.org

MMC President Team
Donna Fletcher
donna@midlandsmc.org
316-644-4079
Kat Hnatyshyn
kat@midlandsmc.org
816-506-6948
Don McLaughlin
don@midlandsmc.org
816-616-5765
Sara Tubbesing
sara@midlandsmc.org
913-486-6892

Mission Center News

Chihowa Reunion

July 10-15
Guest Minister—Matt Fizzell
Janné Grover visiting on Monday
Contact Craig Hidy
(316-680-8508),
Sally Roth or Sharon Spaans if
you can help.
*******
Something for Everyone!
Family Fun, Fishing Tournament, Canteen,
Boating, Ping-Pong, Campfires, Adult Classes,
Children and Youth Connections

Summer Dates
Junior Camp—July 5-9
(Completed 3-5) Register by 6/18
Youth Quest KC—July 7-9
(Completed K-2) Register by 6/25
Chihowa Reunion-July 10-15
Olathe VBS—July 20-24
Mitiog-July 24-29
(Counselors 16 & older needed)
Spec—July 23-30
(Completed 9-12) Full Fee after 6/18
Middle School—July 31-Aug 5
(Completed 6-8) Register by 7/9

All registration is on-line at
www.midlandsmc.org

World Church News

Doctrine and Covenants 165
For three years the church prayerfully studied the words of counsel given in 2013. The Holy Spirit confirms the church would be
blessed by considering this counsel for inclusion in the Doctrine and Covenants. This document is offered humbly for that purpose
as an expression of our cherished principle of Continuing Revelation.
While preparing the final document, I stayed open to more divine direction that might enhance the church’s understanding now or
in the future. Guidance refined some sentences. In several instances, it also added content for reasons known to God.
I also considered prayerfully what portions of the words of counsel applied specifically to when they were given and did not necessarily need to be in the Doctrine and Covenants. So some sentences have been removed. Those sentences either have fulfilled
their purposes, or the concepts they highlighted are expressed sufficiently elsewhere in the Doctrine and Covenants.
The testimony I offer is assurance that God, the eternal One, lovingly and patiently guides the church according to divine purposes. Let us be grateful for that guidance. May it serve as a pathway of light and hope for all who seek to follow God’s will.

To the councils, quorums, and orders, to the World Conference, and to the church:
1 a. Community of Christ, a divine vision is set before you. Presented over the years through various inspired phrases
and symbols, it is expressed now through initiatives in harmony with Jesus Christ’s mission.
b. As a spiritual venture, boldly follow the initiatives into the heart of God’s vision for the church and creation. Then, in
response to growing insight about God’s nature and will, continue to shape communities that live Christ’s love and
mission.
c. Lovingly invite others to experience the good news of new life in community with Christ. Opportunities abound in
your daily lives if you choose to see them.
d. Undertake compassionate and just actions to abolish poverty and end needless suffering. Pursue peace on and for
the Earth.
e. Let nothing separate you from this mission. It reveals divine intent for personal, societal, and environmental salvation; a fullness of gospel witness for creation’s restoration.
f. Continue to align your priorities with local and worldwide church efforts to move the initiatives forward. Additional
innovative approaches to coordinating congregational life and supporting groups of disciples and seekers are needed
to address mission opportunities in a changing world.

11
7

World ChurCh NeWs (CoNt’d)

2 a. Free the full capacity of Christ’s mission through generosity that imitates God’s generosity.
b. Listen to the testimonies of those responding generously. Follow your soul’s yearning to come home to God’s grace
and generosity. Let gratitude show you the way.
c. Remember, a basic discipleship principle is growing Christ’s mission through local and world mission tithes according to true capacity. Giving to other worthwhile organizations, while an important part of A Disciple’s Generous Response, should not diminish or replace mission tithes.
d. Tithing is a spiritual practice that demonstrates willingness to offer every dimension of one’s life to God. When defined by faith, love, and hopeful planning, including resolving unwise debt, capacity to respond becomes much greater
than initially assumed.
e. Stewardship as response to the ministry of Christ is more than individual giving. It includes the generosity of congregations and jurisdictions that give to worldwide ministries of the church to strengthen community in Christ in all nations.
f. Sharing for the common good is the spirit of Zion.
3 a. More fully embody your oneness and equality in Jesus Christ. Oneness and equality in Christ are realized through
the waters of baptism, confirmed by the Holy Spirit, and sustained through the sacrament of Communion. Embrace the
full meaning of these sacraments and be spiritually joined in Christ as never before.
b. However, it is not right to profess oneness and equality in Christ through sacramental covenants and then to deny
them by word or action. Such behavior wounds Christ’s body and denies what is resolved eternally in the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
c. You do not fully understand many interrelated processes of human creation. Through its wonderful complexity, creation produces diversity and order.
d. Be not consumed with concern about variety in human types and characteristics as you see them. Be passionately
concerned about forming inclusive communities of love, oneness, and equality that reveal divine nature.
e. Oneness and equality in Christ do not mean uniformity. They mean Unity in Diversity and relating in Christ-like love
to the circumstances of others as if they were one’s own. They also mean full opportunity for people to experience human worth and related rights, including expressing God-given giftedness in the church and society.
4 a. Regarding priesthood, God calls whomever God calls from among committed disciples, according to their gifts, to
serve and reach all humankind.
b. Priesthood policies developed through wisdom and inspiration provide a clear way for disciples to respond to calling. They also define the difference between a sense of call as potential and the need to align one’s life with principles
of moral behavior and relationships that promote the well-being of the church community.
5 a. Spiritual growth and guidance enrich involvement in Christ’s mission. The presiding evangelist and the Order of
Evangelists, with their colleagues in ministry, should concentrate on spiritually forming communities of disciples and
seekers that live deeply and generously in Christ’s Spirit.
b. Offer the sacrament of evangelist blessing not only to individuals and congregations, but to families, households,
and groups seeking spiritual guidance to more completely give themselves to Christ’s mission. Nothing in this instruction should be construed to lessen the importance of the sacrament of evangelist blessing for individuals.
6 a. Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive
to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
b. As Christ’s body, lovingly and patiently bear the weight of criticism from those who hesitate to respond to the divine
vision of human worth and equality in Christ. This burden and blessing is yours for divine purposes.
c. And, always remember, the way of suffering love that leads to the cross also leads to resurrection and everlasting
life in Christ’s eternal community of oneness and peace. Trust in this promise.
Stephen M. Veazey
president of the church
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What’s GoiNG oN WheN???
Calendar— July 2016

Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

Wednesday

5

6

Thursday

7 6:30 pm

Friday
1

2

Denise Muir

Brooke Trachsel
Elias Li

8

9

Communion
7:00 pm
Pastor’s Mtg.
Nick Pearson

10 8:30 am
11
Priesthood Mtg.

Reese Bollin

12 7:30 pm

13

14

Reunion
June Johnson

Laura Beckman
Sharon Bollin
Jill Flegler
Danyell Stowell

20

21

Comm. Team Mtg.

Chihowa
Kitty Shields

17 9:30 am
PST Meeting
6:30 pm.
Leadership Mtg.

18
19
Lunch at Center
Trey Gurwell
of Hope
Jeff Salter
Livie Stowell

25

15

16
Banks Harket

22

23

Layla Gill

Jen Bauman
Sharon Sullivan

Spec.
Begins

27 Spectacular 28

29

30

VBS

Adlie Morris

24 VBS ends

Adelyn Magee
Ron Trachsel

Junior Camp

Heather Pearson

Saturday

26

Andrea Magee

31 Pot Luck
Jr. Hi Camp
Begins
Doug Ferguson

\
Virgil Goodin
Brian Herrmann

Lori Steward

Bob Billings

Maxine Krull

Gary Day

Birthdays

Date
3

10

Theme
Sent in
Christ’s
Mission

Worship Schedule—July 2016
Presider Speaker
Scripture
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20/10:1-11, 17-21
IV; Isaiah 66:10-14, Psalm 66:1-9;
Galatians 6:1-16

Alice
Nicholls

Luke 10:25-37/10:26-38 IV;

June
Sara
Johnson Tubbesing Mary Gill Virgil Goodin

Show Mercy Deuteronomy 30:9-14;

Psalm 25:1-10; Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:38-42/10:39-43 IV;

17

Accomp. Deacon/Tech Greeter

What Matters
Genesis 18:1-10a/18:1-9 IV;
Most

Psalm 15; Colossians 1:15-28

24

Ask, Search, Luke 11:1-13/11:1-14 IV;
Knock
Genesis 18:20-32/18:19-40 IV;
(VBS)
Psalm 138; Colossians 2:6-19

31

Luke 12:13-21/12:15-23 IV;
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18Be Rich
toward God 23; Psalm 49:1-12;
Colossians 3:1-11

Newsletter Editor - Sharon Robertson

Patricia
Debbie Milly & Mark
Ben
O’Hara Coddington
Binns
Bauman
Mike
Lundy

Jeanne
Mann

Greg
Mann

Laura
Beckman

Mike Lundy

Al
Carpenter

VBS
Wrap-up

Brad
Johnson

Pat
Trachsel

Adam
Steward

Pat O’Hara

Alli
Arnold

Shane
Adams

Milly
Binns

Ben Bauman

Mike
Lundy

Deadline for submission to next months newsletter—Monday, July 18, 2016
shaleerobertson@aol.com

