May 2017

Olathe, Ks
Congregation
Newsletter
Congregation
Mission Statement
We proclaim the peace of Jesus
Christ and invite all to fellowship, worship, learn and serve as
we journey together, celebrating
our diversity and our unity
Olathe Congregation
15520 S. Ridgeview
Olathe, KS 66061
913-764-0842

www.olathecofchrist.org
Pastors
Laura Beckman
913-484-1311
Mary Gill
816-868-4465
Brad Johnson
913-523-3351
June Johnson
913-685-8568
Brian Tubbesing
913-484-8823
World Headquarters
201 S. River Blvd.
Independence, MO 64050
816-833-1000
Www.cofchrist.org
World Church
Mission Statement

We proclaim Jesus Christ and
Promote Communities of Joy,
Hope, Love and Peace

Easter Eggstravaganza

Vol. 2 Issue 4

2

CONGREGATIONAL HAPPENINGS
The Women’s Book Club will meet next on
Thursday, May 18 at 7:00 p.m. at Michelle
Lundy’s home. We are reading Wonder by
R. J. Palacio. It is available from the public
library in several formats. Please join us.

May 28
After Church
Please bring table service
for your family and

Sunday, May 21
Is the last day of

Sunday School

a dish or two to share.

priesthood
meeting
On May 14 at
8:30a.m.

The Children’s Choir
will practice on May 7th
at 9:45 a.m. and sing the
morning Worship Service

VBS: June 7—11
Sr. High Camp: June 11-16
Middle School Camp: June 18-23
Doniphan Reunion: June 25-30
Youth Quest KC: July 6-8

For the Summer
Classes will resume on
August 27

Chihowa Reunion: July 9-14
SPEC: July 22-29
MITIOG: July 23-28
Junior Camp: July 30-Aug 3

Change in Pastorate Roles
Pastors Brad and June Johnson have changed pastorate roles. They are now responsible for the following areas:
Invite People to Christ—Brad Johnson





Worship Ministries Team—schedules, worship
settings, communion servers
Deacon Ministries Team
Greeters
Fellowship Events Team

Pursue Peace on Earth—June Johnson




Pastoral Care Ministries Team—sacraments,
new family, senior, young adult, life events
Congregational Retreat
Conflict Resolution

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who came for the spring cleaning inside and out of our
church building on work day. We had 21 eager workers. An especially big
THANK YOU to Brad Johnson who braved a cold windy day to power spray the
exterior of the building.

3

YOUTH
Anthony Ferguson (in

Jacob Goodin (in the green
below) competed at the district

the orange singlet) took 5th
place at the AAU Kids
tournament for wrestling . He had
State Wrestling Tournasome tough matches but ended with
ment on March 24th and
a 4th place finish that qualified him
25th in Topeka. He wresto go on to the
tled in the 14 and under
Kansas state
130lbs weight class. Of the tournament where he wres60 kids in his weight class that started at Distled both days. Keep up the
tricts, 16 qualified for State. Great Job Ant-Man! good work Jacob!

Vaughn Tiffany partici-

Averi Harker made the Chis-

pated in the State Science
Olympiad. He placed 10th in
Electric Vehicle and 18th in
Wind Power. Congratulations
Vaughn.

holm Trail Middle School cheer
squad for 2017-2018. This will be
Averi's second year on the
squad! Way to go Averi!

Megan Gabrielson received

Gabrielle & Isabelle Muir will both be

first place in two events at the
State Engineering contest.
Megan is the only girl going to
Nationals in Orlando. Congratulations and Good Luck in Florida
Megan!

cheering at Blue Valley Southwest High School.
Gabrielle made the junior varsity cheer squad
and Isabelle will be cheering on the varsity
squad. Rah! Rah! Rah! Gabrielle and Isabelle.

Senior Highs
On April 23 the senior high youth group picked up trash along Ridgeview.
The winner for picking up the most trash was Greta Lundy. After the pick up
the senior high joined the junior high in yard games. Too busy cleaning to
take pictures!

Happy Earth Day!
Junior Highs
Eight junior high youth spent a Sunday making pizza and playing games. At first they all complained
about having to make pizza. Then as the pizza was baking, they couldn't wait to eat the pizza that
they had just made. Next, we all went outside and participated in various games. A good time was
had by all.

Making Our Own Pizza

Eating the Pizza

Playing Spring Games
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WHY I LOVE BEING A MEMBER OF COMMUNITY OF CHRIST!
Patricia O’Hara

I grew up in another Christian faith community and fell in love with Jesus at an early age.
I knew I belonged to Him. Although I am grateful I had the opportunity to learn about Jesus
at a young age, I never felt like I belonged to that particular church. I do feel it was part of
my spiritual journey.
I was introduced to this faith community, known at that time by RLDS by my high school
sweetheart, who eventually became my husband and the father of my children. His parents
were members of the church, his dad being a convert and his mom a 2nd generation RLDS.
As teenagers, we were married at Norton Heights congregation and I began to attend on a somewhat regular
basis. But my sense belonging didn’t begin until 5 years later. It came about with a simple invitation.
One Sunday as I was leaving church, High Priest, Ted Linder asked me if I wanted to learn more about the
church. Thus began meetings in our home which at that time were called Cottage Meetings, where over a period of time, I was introduced to the history and beliefs of the church.
Now my dad had already warned me about this church. In his self-righteous opinion, the church was a cult.
Of course, I knew he was wrong because he also thought my mother, whom I considered a saint, was going to
hell because she was a Catholic.
What happened during those meetings in our home was an awakening to the Holy Spirit in my life and a
profound recognition of how God’s Holy Spirit ever so gently had been leading me to this faith community.
Questions formed in my mind over the years, but never asked, were answered. I had more than one “ah ha”
moment. I was particularly excited to learn about a prophetic church and even today excited to learn more
about what it means to be a prophetic people. God’s loving Spirit led me to this faith community because I believe this is where He wants me.
After I became a member of this church, I spent many years actively involved in youth ministries, young
adult activities and the women’s group both at Norton Heights and around Kansas City Stake.
Unfortunately, after my divorce, I struggled to feel like I belonged. Instead of staying close to those who
loved and accepted me, I withdrew and became inactive for many years …on my own...in a spiritual wilderness. But then ever so gently the same good Spirit that led me to this church, led me back home…where I feel
I belong.
You see, I belong, because we, as a faith community believe everyone belongs. We sing “Swing the
Church Doors Open Wide”. You may be a Catholic like my mother. You may be different in color, race, religion, sexual orientation or political affiliation. It doesn’t matter to us, because it doesn’t matter to God. Everyone who comes through these doors is welcomed, accepted, and loved. I belong to Community of Christ, because
there is room at the table for all.

John Bartocci
What I like, why I belong and why I feel at home in Community of Christ. For me I
guess that starts with an awakening I had to Christ and to God’s love and the feeling of
that peace. That came at a time in my life when I really wasn’t a “church goer”. My son
wanted to go to church so Tami started looking for churches to go to and came here,
which was her church when she was a child. In my searching I said, “Hey, I’d like to go”.
So here I am. Been here for awhile and I keep coming back because here is a place I feel
connected. I think it was Savannah that said in her testimony, “And everybody buys
what I am selling” and I thought...they do because everyone is here to support everyone else. And that’s what I
love about Community of Christ.
As I read the mission statement, “We proclaim the peace of Jesus Christ and invite all to fellowship, worship, learn and serve as we journey together, celebrating our diversity and our unity” that says it in a nutshell.
It’s a real blessing in my life and I like that feeling of connectivity and caring about people who also share the
same basic proclamation of the peace of Jesus Christ.
I have been blessed and gifted to know everybody here at some level, just to say hello or to interact in the
many activities of the congregation. It all starts with that awakening in yourself and the church gives you a
place to continue to grow your spirituality.
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WHY I LOVE BEING A MEMBER OF COMMUNITY OF CHRIST!
Tami Bartocci

Why do I belong? That question has all kinds of meanings to me. Why do I belong to a
church? Why do I belong to Community of Christ?, Why am I here? I think my testimony is
very relevant to today’s theme because it is about being born of the flesh and the spirit.
When I was young my family was very involved in the church. I was baptized at the age of
eight and I loved being part of the church and the congregation. In my twenties, I felt like I
didn’t need to attend on a regular basis...boy was I wrong...and I’m here to tell you that’s not
the right path, but it was the path I needed to take because at that time I was born of the flesh. I had a deep
faith that was instilled in me at a young age and continued through my life. God continued to bless me and I
felt those blessings.
Eventually I started to feel like something was missing even though I had many blessings in my life. It was
probably because I was vulnerable enough, my heart was open enough that I started to really pray and I started
going to some different congregations just testing the waters to see where I might belong, where I might fit in
again. I felt like God was telling me “You are on a journey and you need to wake up and you need to feel the
spirit.”
About the year 2000 my youngest son came to me and said “Mom, I want to go to church” and I said “well,
that’s perfect because Mom does too and I think it’s very important that we do that”. I did some research and
was so happy to find that there was a Community of Christ congregation where we lived. I walked through the
doors with Nathan that very first time and I can’t describe how that felt. Ed and Marcene Longanecker were at
the front door, I met Sharon Robertson next and then I met Rene Carpenter and it changed my life in so many
ways because it felt like home. I felt like there were so many people who were welcoming me and I could continue my spiritual journey. There were so many of you that I can’t even name right now but it did change my
life and it made me feel like I was part of something.
Now that I’m in the spiritual part of my life, maybe what I understand more than I did when I was young is
that the community brings so many gifts, talents and so much diversity and that’s what I love.
When I look at all of you. I see your faces and some of you I’ve know for years and some of you I’m still
getting to know, but the thing I love about this congregation are the people who have walked in that path and
exemplify what God wants us to be and what He wants us to do. I love seeing and working with the children. I
still get rewards from that...when little Austin Tiffany who once hugged me around the top of my legs and now
stands like a giant still gives me a huge bear hug. The children are all grown up and married and starting families of their own now and watching them has been such a blessing.
Of course the Christmas play and all the activities that the church puts on have been wonderful. I just want
to close with what I love here is the fellowship and the opportunity to start fresh again each week. One of the
questions in the bulletin was “can we be born again and again?” I do believe that we can...we may forget as
work and life get in the way and things make us feel upset or restless and maybe we lose track of our faith for
just a moment, but it’s just a moment in time, we can be reborn. Pick up that bible, talk to someone who shares
your faith with you and it brings you around again. My dad used to have a saying that you “go to church to get
your compass reset” and it just starts your week off right.

Thank You!
Thank you to Don Bouchard at Burns Printing for the donation of a ream (500 sheets) of paper
for the printing of the monthly Olathe Congregation Newsletter. This ream of paper will print
about 10 months of the newsletter and will save approximately $100.00. Thank you Don!
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LENTEN AND EASTER SEASON
PRAYING IN COLOR
During the Lenten and Easter
season the congregation wrote
prayers on a different color paper each week. These were assembled into a rainbow of love
during the services.

JESUS WALKED THIS
LONESOME JOURNEY
Each week a candle leading to the
cross was extinguished...all of them
to be relit on Easter Morning.

IMPROVEMENTS AT CHIHOWA

Donations are needed for a proposal to raise $1,500 to update lighting at
Chihowa Retreat Center to LED lighting, saving on cost, maintenance
and upkeep. Because the camping season is upon us, we would like to
start installing the lighting in early May. Please send all contributions to:
Camp Chihowa LED project
@Midlands Mission Center
7615 N. Platte Purchase Dr.
KansasCity, MO 64118

...Did You Know?
Congratulations!
Jason & Melanie Webb
have announced they
are expecting their first
child in September.

Saving bar code labels from Best Choice
foods and products can earn money for
Central Avenue Center of Hope.
Cut the bar code from labels, boxes, and
packages of Best Choice products. Bring
the labels to Lois Viers and she will redeem
them for cash to be donated to Center of
Hope.

7

MISSION CENTER NEWS
Join us for “Coffee Talk”
Midlands
Mission Center
7615 Platte Purchase Dr.
Suite 116
Kansas City, MO 64118
816-221-4450
www.midlandsmc.org
PresidentTeam@
midlandsmc.org
MMC President Team
Donna Fletcher
donna@midlandsmc.org
316-644-4079
Kat Hnatyshyn
kat@midlandsmc.org
816-506-6948
Don McLaughlin
don@midlandsmc.org
816-616-5765

Just a chance to get together and chat about happenings in the Mission Center, World Church, and in your congregation and life. Open to all congregations!
9:00

AM
Friday, May 12

Mission Road Congregation,
7842 Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS

Wichita area “Coffee Talk”, 3rd Thursday of each month at 3:00 PM
at Panera Bread at 3337 E Central Wichita

Reunion Cost
$215
$100
$50
Free

Doniphan Reunion 2017

Chihowa Reunion 2017

June 25-30

Sunday, July 9– Friday, July 14

Lake Doniphan Conference & Retreat Center
2856 Doniphan Lake Rd
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

Chihowa – 3553 Osage Rd, Perry, KS

Guest Minister: Janné Grover

Guest Minister: Dave Nii
Mark Scherer on Sunday evening
for Everyone! Family Fun,
Fishing Tournament, Canteen, Worship,
Swimming, boating, Campfires, Chats,
And Community building!
Register Online Now www.midlandsmc.org

-- Age
18 and over
13 -17
5 -12 years
0 - 4 years

Mark Scherer on Sunday evening
SWIMMING
FELLOWSHIP
FISHING CAMPFIRE
BOATING
WORSHIP
MUSIC CLASSES GAMES AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
Register Online Now www.midlandsmc.org
Directors:

Sara Maroff

And

Beth Franklin

Director: Josh & Laura Huyett
joshlaurahuyett@gmail.com
call or text 913-707-3905 or 913-328-1766 (h)

Pickleball
Camp Doniphan is currently accepting donations for two Pickleball sets that can be
set up in the tabernacle for fun and fellowship of all ages. Each set will include:
An Easy to Set up Portable Net, 4 Paddles, Balls
Please address checks to Lake Doniphan/ Pickleball and mail them to:
Central Mission/Doniphan Accounting
500 W Pacific Avenue
Independence, MO 64050

ph: 785-213-8308
gudufus@hotmail.com
ph: 785-249-8904
mefranklin95@gmail.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WHEN???
Calendar—May 2017

Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday

Friday

4

Chelsea
McCormick
Erika Stowell

7

8

9 Mid-Week

10

11

Saturday

5

6

Aaron Gill
Ginger Griffin

Max Stowell

12

13

Ethan Muir

Sharon Bolliger

19

20

Sierra Arnold
Patrick Wilkinson

Bart Branyon

26

27

Communion
Brooke
Mary Hansen Douglas

Pastor’s Mtg.

14 Mother’s 15 Serve

16

17

Grayson Stowell
Jeff Rider

Cheron Tiffany

23

24

25

John Bartocci
Brody Morgan
Steve Wall

Brad Johnson
Arwyn Magee
Carlos Perez

Trapper Boren

lunch at Center of Hope

Day

21 Priest-

22

Tayah Harker

18

hood Mtg.
Last Day of
Sunday
School

28 Pot Luck 29 Memorial 30

31

Day
Elijah Wright

Barbara Pearson

Madison Smith
Noah Phillips
Al Lane
Zoey Gill

Birthdays

Ministry Schedule—May 2017
Theme
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Hear His Voice

Scripture
John 10:1-10; Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;
I Peter 2:19-25; Alma 5:44; D&C 164:4c-5

14

I Am the Way, John 14:1-14; Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5,
the Truth and
15-16; I Peter 2:19-25; Alma 5:44; D&C :1-2
the Life

21

Love Me and John 14:1-15-21; Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20;
Keep My Com- I Peter 3:13-22; III Nephi 7:9-10; D&C 163:9
mandments

28

Open Our
Minds to the
Scriptures

Luke 24:44-53/24:43-52 IV; Acts 1:1-11;
Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; D&C 4

Presider

Speaker

Ann
Wallace

Larry
Winters

Brian
Tubbesing

Laura
Beckman

Cheryl Craft

Jim Craft

Debbie
Coddington

Jeanne
Mann

Greg Mann

Mary Gill

Deadline for submission to next months newsletter—Sunday, May 21, 2016
Newsletter Editor - Sharon Robertson

Accomp.
Pat
Trachsel

Milly Binns

Deacon/
Tech

Greeter

Milly &
Mark Binns

Ben
Bauman

Adam
Steward

Mike
Lundy

Ben
Bauman

Al
Carpenter

Virgil
Goodin

Patricia
O’Hara

shaleerobertson@aol.com

