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U A atR7.40pm
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The meeting
Present
2
0 —18
0 members.
8 .
Apologies N i l
Minutes o f Previous Meeting - Read and accepted.

Moved Ken Ward, seconded Mal Bell.
Treasurer's Report

Balance bif $2,382.90
Income 7 0 2 . 0 2
Expenses 5 3 . 0 0
Balance cif $3,031.93
Correspondence In
> C.M.C. Calendar of Events for 2008.
> Canberra Museum newsletters Oct & Dec 2007.
> Australian Cyclist Oct/Nov and Jan/Feb.
Correspondence Ow - Nil
General Business

> A Committee Meeting is to be held on l
house.
s t 7.30pm
F e at
b MeryaThompson's
t
> Peter Wells advised that stands for bikes to be sent to
Resolutions Museum should b e ready this week.
Details of bikes to Peter ASAP.
> Ray Martlew retired from bus driving at the grand old
age of 70 and invites all members to his departure bash
at Swan Transit Depot, Beckenham, on Wednesday 6
Feb
t h 9am—3pm.
>. Ken Ward invited a friend and potential member —
Guido Gradomslcy to the meeting. Guido gave details
of his interest, mainly in bikes of the 80s.
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aTheFmeeting
E B opened
R U A
R Y
at 7.40pm
Present
—18
members.
2
0
0
8
.
Apologies N i l
Minutes o f Previous Meeting - Read and accepted.

Moved Mal Bell, seconded Judy Perry.
Treasurer's Report

Balance IA $3,031.92
Income 1 0 2 . 0 0
Expenses 4 7 . 0 0
Balance cif $3,086.92
Treasurers Report was accepted. M o v e d Ken Ward,
seconded Mal Buckland.
Correspondence In

> Channel 7 . T h a n k you letter for supporting the
Christmas Pageant.
> Peel Cycle Club activities.
Correspondence Out

> Letter from President criticising access to parking areas
at Pageant.
General Business

> Revolutions Museum expressed appreciation o f the
cycles supplied. More were requested.
> Peter showed a Velcro taped jacket with reflective
stripes suitable for night rides costing about $14.
> The Club outing next Sunday 25
View St. Please read notices as only
th Road
i s opposite
a t
two
people
turned
W a m b r o up at the nominated place for the
B January
e aouting!
c h
Coming Events
> The classic Car Show is at Whiteman Park on 1 6
See the list sent out with the latest newsletter.
t h March. Be there by 9am.
Show and Tell
> Peter made an enquiry on the A.B.C. Can You Help
> Mery Thompson brought photos of bikes on display at
programme regarding Aussie Cycles. He has had some
various museums in Scandinavia.
promising replies from ex employees. He also showed
> Peter Wells brought a board showing various rim
a photo o f a cycle met believed to have been at Mt
sections.
Magnet in the 1930's. Can anyone confirm this?
The meeting closed at g.40pm for tea and a chat.
The meeting closed at 8
.40pm f o r
t e a
a
n
d
a
c Articles
h for
a Newsletter:
t
.
NEXT MEETINGS: Monday 17
The Editor Peter Wells
Monday
th M a r c h
a
t nst April at 7.30pm
VCC
Club
Rooms 6B Hickey St Aniross
7 . 3 0 p m
Committee - President: Peter Wells 9459 1750
Vice President: David Clark 9255 1373
Treasurer: Harold Perry 9364 7253
11 Brentwood Avenue Brentwood 6153
Secretary: Tony Hall 9446 5738
27 Bentwood Avenue Woodlands 6018

25 Constantine Court Thomlie WA 6108 (08) 9459 1750
Club Photographer: Alan Naber 9332 3956
Historian: Ken Ward 9364 3601
Librarian: Harold Perry 9364 7253
Events Co-Ordination: Phil Harris 9459 7146
Mery Thompson 9450 2579

THE GREAT BURSWOOD FIASCO
A beautiful summer morn, just right for cycling around the
river, plenty of warning given in the newsletter, and at the
General Meeting, so there can be little excuse for the
pathetic number of starters.
Now despite clear directions for the start point, some o f
those members who did turn up met at another part of the
grounds, so that we had two groups wondering what
happened to the rest of the mob. So, after both groups layed
about until lOam, they both decided to go for a ride anyway.
One group rode south to Coode Street, the other group rode
north to Windan Bridge, and never the twain did meet.
The Southerners were Tony Hall (Raleigh) and Peter Wells
(Indi 500 Hybrid), with Harold and Judy Perry, both out of
action due to injury, holding the fort and digesting the news
under the shade of the many trees.
The Northerners were David Clark (Malvern Star tricycle),
Mery Thompson (Raleigh), and Dawn Thompson (BSA).
David was trying out his newly rebuilt tricycle, and Mery
and Dawn also took it for a spin along the paths.
Both groups stayed and chatted and partook of morning tea
until the rising temperature saw them head for home.
Now, even had both groups met up, the attendance was
pretty disappointing with only five riders. I f Members feel
that it is too hot to ride in summer, or too wet in winter, let
us know so that we can adjust the calendar. I t is not fair to
the organisers to have such a miserable turnout, and it will
be quite easy to cut out a few events, but I don't think that
would be good for the club. So give some serious thought
about how you want this club to continue.
And please take note o f the instructions given i n the
Newsletter about coming events.
CENTRE LINING WHEEL RIMS
The majority of Australian bikes from the twenties until the
mid sixties, unless they were special racing jobs, had steel
rims that were painted, and decorated with another colour
down the centre line, often with pin striping as well. This
centre line and pin striping was mostly done by hand by the
tradesman whose job it was to decorate the frame, forks,
mudguards and any other parts that were painted. W e all
know how beautiful those earlier bikes were, but it is hard to
realise that those gifted artists, because that is what they
really were, could line a frame for a normal run of the mill
machine in about fifteen minutes. Special jobs took a little
longer.
I have tried just painting the centre strip on some wheels,
but with mixed success, even with masking tape. I have
even tried painting the centre colour first, then building' the
wheel
-slowly turned, but once again it was not really a success.
,So, I thought that perhaps it would be easier to paint the
complete
rim, then apply a strip of that vinyl that is used
a
n
these
days by sign writers, and indeed is the basis of our
d
decals. So I had the sign writer make me a series of strips
p a
gmm wide and long enough to suit a ninch rim. He made
i n strips in pairs, side by side, with a space between them
the
t i I proceeded to cut through with scissors, and wrapped
that
n g

the strips around a piece of paper tubing. I had this done
to save costs.
It was quite easy to fix the strip of vinyl to the rim,
starting at the valve hole and following the spoke line
around the rim. I steadied the rim by lightly holding it
in the vice. I poked a scriber through the vinyl for the
spokes, then carefully used a countersink in the electric
drill to cut through the material and clean out the spoke
holes. I t took about ten minutes to do each rim, but with
no brushes to clean, and not having to wait for paint to
dry I could have started building the wheels straight
away.
This is the way to go, fella&
THREE'S COMPANY, FOUR'S A CROWD
While some o f us were enjoying a break over the
Festive Season a rather disturbing article appeared in the
West Australian. Tw o prominent Perth identities, Perth
Lord Mayor Lisa Scaffidi, and cyclist John Tognolini,
suggested that cyclists using shared paths should not be
allowed to travel in groups of more than three, and they
would be safer riding on the roads anyway.
I sent in a letter to the Editor, but of course it never got
published, in fact no letter on this rather contentious
matter appeared, so evidently the Editor o f the West
agrees with the two prominent citizens.
Certainly there is cause for some concern with some of
the groups who ride too fast for safety when there are
pedestrians and animals also using the paths, and I am
glad to say that members of this club cannot be accused
of reckless or dangerous riding, but we must be aware
that there are some people out there who are o f the
opinion that cyclists are a positive nuisance either on a
shared path, or on a road. We need to be aware that in
spite o f the Government saying that i t wants more
people to use alternative transport and leave our cars at
home, there is really very little being done to improve
the cyclists lot. We don't see many Councils renewing
the white lines on many so called cycle paths, and how
often to we see street sweepers getting rid of the rubbish
and broken glass that fitters the curb side?
Apart from riding courteously and wisely perhaps more
of us should become involved in the various BUG
groups that are now increasing all over this State,
indeed, all over Australia. A lot of Councils are finding
that they have to listen to these groups, and that they
have to lift their game. But, be aware that there are a lot
of people out there that don't like cyclists, so don't give
them reason to complain.
AUSSIE CYCLES
A recent request in the Can You Help page of The West
Australian had me answering some thirty five phone
calls. I even had to disconnect the phone to have may
evening meal.
•The result was that it is now clear that Aussie built
probably thousands of bikes for the cycle firms in this
state, some going to wholesalers, others direct to the

retailer.
Among the firms using Aussie built bikes were Boans
(Bluebird), B a i r d s ( E x c e l ) , Sandovers (Rainbow)
Armstrong, West Cycles (The West), Manxman, Phil Kidd
Cycles (Philco), W. J . Lucas (Lucas), Chevron Star,
Mortlocks (Greyhound), Eddie Barron (Flash), Bradfords
(Flying Ace), Flying Arrow, Arrow, Atkins (WA) Ltd,
(Olympic) Congress, Speedwell, Carlyle Ltd (Carlyle), Pal
& Panther (Panther), Modern, Les Andrews (Paramount),
Balmoral Cycles (Balmoral), Gordonson, Runwell, Elliott,
Tri Star, Cycleda.
No doubt there were even more, but now I have to make
some alterations to the list of WA built bikes that I compiled
just a couple of weeks ago.
Some of those firms, namely Atkins (WA) Ltd, Armstrong
Dimmetts, Mortlocks, West Cycles, and Carlyles acted as
wholesalers, and would supply complete bikes t o bike
shops, attaching the necessary transfers. They also supplied
spare parts to shops and the public.
I was amazed at the response to my advert, particularly by
the number o f calls form former employees o f Aussies.
They were all proud of having worked for Aussies
Peter Wells.

7

THOUGHTS ON PLATING
Chromium and Nickel plating cost have risen alarmingly
recently, partly because of the costs involved in disposing of
the waste products, but also because the price o f the
materials required t o do the job, like everything else,
becoming dearer.
Now, I have found that no matter how much trouble I take to
get the parts to be plated as near to perfection as I can, there
doesn't seem to be much difference in the eventual price.
And nickel plating is the same price as chromium plating,
although there is one less process involved.
Several members have discussed this matter, a couple even
going so fas as to buying a small plating kit, but so far no
one has come to light with any evidence that these small
plating kits are worthwhile. Just how much is involved in
the process, and how mush does it cost to set up a plating
workshop in your backyard? I would envisage being able to
plate all the smaller parts on a bicycle, not perhaps the
handlebars, but up to and including cranks and chain wheels.
Of course, it would not be worthwhile to only do one or two
bikes, but perhaps i f several members clubbed together to
share the initial costs, it might make the job worthwhile i f
not much cost involved in the labour side of the project, the
initial polishing o f the parts, that mainly requires a few
polishing wheels, and some polishing paste, to go with an
electric grinder. I suspect that the real cost is in the various
components and chemicals needed to do the actual plating.
No doubt there would be a bit of trial and error before good
results could be expected, but it might be worth our while
looking further into this costly side of restoration.
So how about telling us how your home plating kit is going,
is it practical for the home handyman type of restorer, or is it
a waste of time and money?
•

MORE ON ELECTROPLATING
Thanks to Ray Martlew I have now seen a splendid
book on the subject which tells in simple yet precise
language just what is required for successful plating. I t
does not deal with chrome plating, but is great on nickel
and other types.
The book is call Electroplating, by J. Poyner, and I
obtained my copy from Dymocks, cost $17. I t is well
worth getting one i f you are serious about doing your
own plating, and even a dodo will be able to follow the
instructions.
Peter Wells.
SAFETY BAY RIDE—FEB 24th
What a pleasant surprise it was to see eleven riders front
up for our annual visit to the southern metropolitan
beach area.
The weather was kind to us, also, with a strong cooling
breeze blowing, and helping us on our outward trip
along the waterfront shared paths.
All were assembled at the starting line exactly on time,
something of a record, I think. Dennis Gibbs made our
day by putting in a rare appearance, usually his choral
commitments keeping him from joining us, and the
locals (the Buckland mob) turned up in force, grandchild
and proud parents lording it over us with recumbent
trikes complete with baby in a trailer. Now that is being
GREEN!
The long and short of if was that we took advantage of a
tailwind and headed north, or was it West? Anyway, we
followed the yellow grey, cement path, losing Troy and
Phil along the way, 'cos small legs and big bikes don't
mix too well. Tony and I covered the greatest distance,
we went at least lAmile further than anyone else, getting
as fas as the beginning o f the bush on the Pt. Peron
peninsular, before retracing our tracks.
The return trip was not quite so pleasant, 'cos the
expected sea breeze didn't realise it was supposed to
come in early, and we had a headwind all the way home.
Of course, you know who had to stop and inflate his
tyres, reckoned he had a BSA through feeling all the
bumps with the rims. And, his inflator wouldn't inflate,
so he had to borrow the one from the scribe's mount. A t
last Mery was satisfied that his rims would only touch
on BIG bumps, so we continued into what seemed to be
a gale, it was suggested that we ride backwards, but no
one could ride that way. Especially with ratchets. Back
at base once more, it was time to put the bikes on the
racks, then tuck into our lunches, i n between some
gentle banter.
And we had the pleasure o f the two Perry's at our
exclusive eating area, a grassed park with a pair of well
kept gazebos, and clean toilets not much more than a
hop step and a jump away.
The rider o f the day must surely have been Mal
Buckland, with his single speed (fixed I g96 Humber)
the ex Eric Barrett bike.

Those present were: Mery Thompson—BSA
Dawn Thompson—Raleigh
Dennis Gibbs—Peugeot
Julie Buckland—84 Moulton
Mal Buckland—1896 Humber
Tony Hall —Raleigh Twenty
Phi Harris—Cruiser
Desiree Harris—Giant
Troy Harris—Dyno
Gareth Buckland—Moulton
Peter Wells—Swansea 4 Swan
Also present Harold and Judy Perry
WOT'S GOING ON?
There are rumours that a certain Como member is busy
concocting some witches brew that is supposed to turn into
the latest in HPV wear. Apparently the trials will take place
in Applecross on Monday March 17
th
REVOLUTIONS
DISPLAY
& CAR SHOW
. B r i n g
i t
It
seems
that
the
proposed
Club
Display will be after the
o n ,
Classic Car show has been held on March 16
P a t r i c k !
th will be conducting our usual display at the Car Show,
We
and
. those members who are loaning bikes for Revolutions
will be informed just when they will be required to present
their bikes at Revolutions.
LET'S PUT ON A GOOD DISPLAY A T THE CAR
SHOW, AS WE DID LAST YEAR.
COMING EVENTS
March 7-16 Bike Week
Members are urged t o attend their local Bike Week
Breakfast, since now many Shire Councils are putting on
events for Bike Week, and it is becoming harder to get to the
CBD breakfast. Check your local Council or Library for
details
March 16
We
th will have our usual Club display. B e there well before
9am
S u so
n that we can set up our display.
d a y
April
— 20
Starts at Sam, 6B Hickey Street. L o t s o f bikes and bit
th
C l
available
at ridiculous prices.
S
a us n
d
s ai y25
c
May
—
C
Start at Coode St car park. NO LIGHTS, NO START.
th
S
a u n
S
w
June
r a yI 6
d
a
tNew
Sh i committee members needed, including President.
N
p
—
h h
g
AN
D
A
o GADDITION To OUR CALENDAR'
ta
The
M
w .Kalamunda Historical Society has invited us to put on a
R
display
at the Kalamunda Railway Museum on Sunday 13
y
iApril.
We will need to be in place by no later than 9.30am,
th
&
d
because
the display is open from 10am til 4pm.
B
Please
add
this event to your Calendar that you received in
e
B last newsletter.
the
6
Q
p

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008
Mar 7-16 B i k e Week.
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