Shra m a n
SOUTH ASI A N MU S EU M

Shraman Foundation
The Shraman South Asian Museum and Learning Center
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization located in Dallas, TX.

Vision
The Shraman South Asian Museum and Learning Center
Foundation promotes a balanced understanding of South
Asia and its connection to visitors’ lives.

Mission
The purpose of the Shraman South Asian Museum and
Learning Center is to inspire people to learn about South
Asia’s rich culture and history and to encourage exploration
of diversity.

Meaning of “Shraman”
Shraman, n.: one who strives (for enlightenment); one who
performs acts of mortification or austerity, an ascetic, monk
or nun, devotee, religious mendicant; a Buddhist or Jain
monk.

The Shraman Museum will be the first
museum in North America exclusively
dedicated to South Asia.
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Shraman Foundation
Museum
The concept for the museum is different than traditional,
collection-based art museums. The foundation’s museum is
idea-based with the objective of raising awareness about and
giving an experience of South Asian cultures. To achieve
this end, galleries will utilize technology for immersive and
virtual realities; interactive maps and timelines; low-tech
and kinetic exhibits; an interactive children’s area; and
everyday objects. There will be galleries that display art and
host temporary exhibitions, but these will not necessarily be
the primary focus of the museum.

Learning Center
The learning center will offer language classes and classes
on history and art, to name a few. There will be workshops,
conferences, symposia, and lectures. There will also be a
work area for people of all ages to create art. The learning
center will be actively connected to the museum but will
also keep different hours.

Exhibits & Programs
Ancient to Contemporary Art – Interactive Exhibits –
Cultural Exhibits – Language Instruction – Cultural Classes
– Dance Performances – Music Recitals – Film Screenings
– Public Lectures and Conferences – Yoga Classes – Food
and Cooking Classes – Public Cultural Festivals – Outdoor
Activities – Art Classes – Summer Camps – Visiting Artists
and Scholars – Book Festivals – Professional Development
– Educational Outreach – Collaboration with other
Institutions
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INDIA’S NATIONAL
ANTHEM
“Jana Gana Mana”
(Ruler of People’s Minds)
By Rabindranath Tagore (1911)

Jana-Gana-Mana-Adhinayaka, Jaya He
Bharata-Bhagya-Vidhata
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
Uchchhala-Jaladhi Taranga
Tava Shubha Name Jage
Tava Shubha Ashisa Mage
Gahe Tava Jaya Gatha.
Jana-Gana-Mangala Dayaka, Jaya He
Bharata-Bhagya-Vidhata,
Jaya He, Jaya He, Jaya He,
Jaya Jaya Jaya, Jaya He
You are the rulers of the minds of all people,
dispenser of India's destiny.
Your name rouses the hearts of Punjab, Sind, Gujarat and Maratha,
Of the Dravida and Orissa and Bengal;
It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Himalayas,
mingles in the music of Yamuna and Ganga
and is chanted by the waves of the Indian Sea.
They pray for your blessings and sing your praise.
The saving of all people waits in your hand,
dispenser of India's destiny,
Victory, victory, victory to you!
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INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE
India’s independence from Britain was a struggle that
lasted more than a century. That vision was finally realized
on August 15, 1947 through the tireless efforts of freedom
fighters, nonviolent protests, and diplomacy by Indians from
all backgrounds. Today, India is a vibrant democracy with a
booming economy, population, and cultural diversity.
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1668: British
have trading
posts across
India

1608: British
land in India

1857:
Mutiny
of Indian
soldiers

1940: “Two
Nations”
theory
proposed

1930: Gandhi’s
“Salt March” &
call for complete
independence

1920-2:
Gandhi
leads noncooperation
campaign

1919:
Gandhi leads
satyagraha
(non-violent
resistance)
against
British

1906: Muslim
league founded

1905:
Swadeshi
Campaign:
Boycott of
British goods

1885: First
meeting of
Indian National
Congress

1858: India
officially ruled
by British crown

1813: British
government
asserts control
over Indian
territories

1947:
Independence
& partition

1942: “Quit
India”
resolution

Timeline of Key Events
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INDEPENDENCE SPEECH

“Long years ago, we made a tryst with destiny,
and now the time comes when we shall redeem
our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight
hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to
life and freedom. A moment comes, which
comes but rarely in history, when we step out from
the old to the new, when an age ends, and
when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds
utterance. It is fitting that at this solemn
moment we take the pledge of dedication to the
service of India and her people and to the still
larger cause of humanity…”
– Jawaharlal Nehru, August 14-15, 1947
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Evolution of Flag
of India

Calcutta Flag,
1906

Saptarishi Flag,
1907

National Congress
Flag, 1931

Color the flag yourself!

The Tiranga
What does the Saffron color represent? ______________________
__________________________________________________________
What does the White color represent? _______________________
__________________________________________________________
What does the Green color represent? _______________________
__________________________________________________________
What is the symbol in the middle called? ____________________
__________________________________________________________
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National Emblem
of India

The National Emblem is based on Ashoka’s Lion Pillar
at Sarnath.
The script below the statue says “Truth Alone
Triumphs” in Devanagari.
The dharma wheel in the middle is also seen in the flag.
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Orissa

Daman & Diu
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Andaman &
Nicobar Islands

Barren I.

Lakshmibai:
the Rani of Jhansi
Lakshmibai is a symbol of nationalism and resistance
against the British Raj. She was the queen of the Maratharuled princely state of Jhansi. When her husband
passed away, the British East India Company refused to
recognize Lakshmibai as the official ruler of Jhansi and
took over the state in 1858 following the “Sepoy Mutiny”
or “First War of Indian Independence.”

Although she did not intend to oppose British rule,
Lakshmibai protected Jhansi from the British. She
fought valiantly and managed to escape by horseback
with her son before the city was seized. She died a few
months later in battle while defending the the city of
Gwalior against the British army. Laxshmibai’s heroism
and bravery have been memorialized in monuments,
patriotic songs, novels, film, and TV shows. She is often
depicted on horseback with a raised sword and infant
son on her back.
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Swami Vivekananda
and India’s National Awakening
“Spiritual knowledge is given in silence, like the dew that falls
unseen and unheard, yet bringing into bloom masses of roses. This
has been the gift of India to the world again and again. India’s gift
to the world is light spiritual.”

Vivekananda was not a politician but a patriotic spiritual
leader who stimulated Indian nationalism during British
rule. His speeches on Indian religions at the Parliament
of World’s Religions in Chicago
in 1893 shook the world and were
a great source of national pride.
He presented a side of India
that the British misunderstood
and delivered a message of
spiritual tolerance and mutual
understanding.
Vivekananda
encouraged restoration of pride in
India’s past heritage as essential to
national awakening.
Swami Vivekananda
meditating (1863-1902)

“Out of the past is built the future. Look back, therefore, as far as
you can, drink deep of the eternal fountains that are behind, and
after that, look forward, march forward and make India brighter,
greater, much higher than she ever was. Our ancestors were great.
We must first recall that.”
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Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi: The Great Soul
“Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of
mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of
destruction devised by the ingenuity of man.”

Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi (1869-1948)

Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental
in
the
struggle
for
Indian
independence and provided a voice
for oppressed people around the
world. His call for non-violence and
non-cooperation was effective in
forcing the British out of India and
inspired generations of civil rights
leaders. Gandhi’s political activism
began when he lived in South Africa.
The lessons he learned there helped
his cause in India. Gandhi worked
tirelessly for Swaraj (“self-rule”),
religious pluralism, equal rights for
women, and ending untouchability.
Many regard him as the “Father of
the Nation.”

“Whenever you are confronted with an opponent,
conquer him with love.”
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Jawaharlal Nehru:
Scholar and Uncle
“Peace is not a relationship of nations. It is a condition of mind
brought about by a serenity of soul. Peace is not merely the
absence of war. It is also a state of mind. Lasting peace can come
only to peaceful people.”

Jawaharlal Nehru was a paramount
figure
in
the
independence
movement and India’s first elected
Prime Minister. He is regarded as
the architect of the modern Indian
nation. Trained as a barrister in
England, Nehru sacrificed his
law career for national politics.
During the 1920s, he became the
President of the Indian National
Congress and drafted a declaration
of independence that was read in
Lahore in 1929. Nehru’s mentor,
Mahatma
Gandhi,
recognized
him as his successor. Following
independence, Nehru ushered
India into an age of scientific and
technological innovation.

Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964)

“Fine buildings, fine pictures and books and everything that is
beautiful are certainly signs of civilization. But an even better
sign is a fine man who is unselfish and works with others for the
good of all.”
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Sarojini Naidu:
The Nightingale of India
"When there is oppression, the only self-respecting
thing is to rise and say this shall cease today,
because justice is my right.”

Sarojini Naidu (1879-1949)

Sarojini Naidu was a prominent
writer and politician. The beauty
of her poems earned her the
title “The Nightingale of India.”
Much of her writing focused on
the cause of India’s progress.
Naidu was also influential in
India’s independence movement,
marching alongside prominent
leaders, which landed her in jail
on several occasions. Naidu was
instrumental in advancing rights
for women and helped secure the
right to vote. She was the first
women elected as President of
the Indian National Congress,
and
following
Independence,
was elected as Governor of Uttar
Pradesh, the first woman to hold
such a position.
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Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose: Respected Leader
“One individual may die for an idea; but that idea will,
after his death, incarnate itself in a thousand lives. That
is how the wheel of evolution moves on and the ideas
and dreams of one nation are bequeathed to the next.”
Subhas Chandra Bose was a nationalist leader, journalist
and author, and military commander. He was elected
president of the Indian National Congress twice. Bose
came to disagree with Gandhi’s non-violent, noncooperation movement, and envisioned an industrialized
India. He broke from Congress and
sought allies in Germany and Japan,
two nations then at war with England.
Bose announced the creation of a
provisional Indian government and
established the Indian National
Army, which deeply troubled the
British. His army engaged the British
at Imphal but were forced to retreat.
Many regard him heroically for his
zeal, leadership, and struggle for
Subhas Chandra Bose
independence at any cost.
(1897-1945)

“No real change in history has ever
been achieved by discussion”
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Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad: The Learned Man
“We must not for a moment forget, it is a birth
right of every individual to receive at least the
basic education without which he cannot fully
discharge his duties as a citizen.”
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad was a
journalist, scholar, poet, and leader
in the independence movement.
Trained to be a Muslim cleric, Azad
embraced the struggle against
the British government instead.
He published articles critical of
the British and organized secret
meetings of revolutionaries across
India. Azad put national interests
above religious differences and
called for Hindu-Muslim unity. He
was elected President of the Indian
National Congress and advocated
for Gandhi’s ideas of non-violence
and non-cooperation. Azad was
elected as India’s first Minister of
Education following independence.
He was posthumously awarded
the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest
civilian award.
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Maulana Abdul Kalam
Azad (1888-1958)
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Fun Facts about India

India’s national animal, the endangered Bengal Tiger,
represents strength and agility. Its national flower,
the lotus, symbolizes wealth, prosperity and fertility,
and its national bird, the peacock, stands for grace and
beauty.
The four religions born in India (Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism, and Sikhism) are followed by 25% of the
world's population.
The Indian Constitution gives official recognition to
22 languages, though the hundreds of languages and
dialects spoken throughout the country are inestimable.
India is the world’s largest democracy and second most
populous country, with a population of 1.2 billion.
The wettest place inhabited in the world is in India the village of Mawsynram receives an average annual
rainfall of 375 inches (9,527 millimeters)!
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•

•

•

• National anthem is
Jana Gana Mana

• Date of Independence:
August 15, 1947

India's Independence Day

Add your own! Can you think of other similarities and differences
between Independence Day in India and America?

•

•

• Fireworks and
parades

• National anthem is
the Star Spangled
Banner

•

• Independence from
the British

Similarities

• Date of Independence:
July 4, 1776

America’s Independence Day

Compare and Contrast:
Independence Day in India
and America
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2

3

4
5

5. Asia

6

6. South Africa

1

7. Peacock

Crossword Puzzle

20

1.

India’s National Anthem.

2.

The Queen of _____ is considered a freedom fighter from India’s First
War of Independence.

3.

Sarojini Naidu is considered to be “The _________ of India.”

4.

The colors of India’s flag are orange, white, and ______.

5.

India is a part of this continent.

6.

Where did Mahatma Gandhi’s political activism begin?

7.

National bird of India.
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Answers: 1. Jana Gana Mana

Questions...

2. Jhansi

3. Nightingale

4. Green
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Try it at home!
Tricolor Popsicles
1. Make at home or purchase three colors of juices:
•

Orange color juice ideas: Orange juice, mango juice, or papaya juice

•

White color juice ideas: Lychee juice or sweetened coconut milk

•

Green juice ideas: Kiwi juice, Honeydew juice, or cucumber juice

2. Pour the orange juice into the Popsicle mold to fill
1/3rd of it. Keep in the freezer for about 1 hour
until it is partially frozen.
3. Add the white juice on top of this juice. Freeze
again for another 1 hour.
4. Now add the green juice to fill the Popsicle maker.
Insert the sticks at this stage. Freeze overnight or
for at least 5 hours before serving for it to set.
*Remember to always have adult supervision
when making the popsicles!
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Try it at home!
Popsicle Stick Flag
Coasters
1. Gather popsicle sticks. Space out three vertically
to serve as the foundation of the coaster.

2. Paint 3 popsicle sticks green, 3 white, and 3
orange.

3. Use glue to stick the painted popsicle sticks
horizontally across the foundation (first orange,
then white, then green).

4. Draw the chakra in the middle of the white
segment.

5. You’re done! Use your new coaster to hold candles,
mugs – whatever you want!

22

S h ra m a n Fo u n d a t io n

Try it at home!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
S h ra m a n Fo u n d a t io n
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S hra m a n
SO U T H ASI AN MU SE U M
The purpose of the Shraman South Asian Museum is to facilitate
the discussion and appreciation of South Asian cultures and
history.
This mission will be fulfilled through the creation of a museum,
learning center, and library, and through ongoing collaboration
with members of academic, artistic, and cultural communities.

Contact Us

Future Location

Dr. Gardner Harris
Director
Dr. Vinay Jain
President/Founder

5420 Lyndon B Johnson Freeway
Suite 410, Dallas, TX 75240
(214) 593-0512

1100 McKinney Ave | Dallas, TX

Follow us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/shramanfoundation
Learn more at

s hram an. org

