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Invite, Engage, Equip,
Embody
Invite our neighbors as Jesus
has invited us;
Engage in a community
of graceful discipleship;
Equip our members for growth
in faith and ministry;
Embody the love of Jesus for
the world around us.
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Deep AND Wide
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How many of us want Reformation to grow? (I hope that all of you reading this now have
your hand up in the air!) Now, “grow” can mean a lot of things. But I think most of us, when
we talk about a church “growing,” mean numbers: more people on Sunday, more
participants in Bible study, new members joining, visitors coming (and coming back), things
like that. And your pastors are very much in favor of this! Our church has a treasure: The
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Reformation has a gift: the perfect, beautiful, infinite love of God.
And this is meant to be shared! We want our church to grow “wider” if you will, to reach
more people, because our neighbors need the grace of God. Numbers, like the count of
people who attend or join a church, matter, because numbers represent people, and people
matter infinitely to God.
You may not know that Gordon Simmons, a retired ELCA pastor and member of
Reformation, is helping our church to grow “wider.” He is knocking on doors in Milford to get
to know people and invite them to check Reformation out. He passes on information to
Pastor Paige and myself for follow-up visits as appropriate. Please pray for him in this
ministry!
But here’s the thing: growing “wider” isn’t enough for a church to be healthy and thriving. A
church has to grow “deeper” as well. This is the kind of growth that doesn’t show up so
easily in numbers. It’s about our prayer life and our Bible study habits. It’s found in
relationships that are filled with love and grace. “Growing deeper” means not settling for
superficial faith, but letting the Word and Spirit of God fully into our hearts and souls, to
change us beneath the surface. When we “grow deeper,” we become humbler because we
see how much we need God’s grace. We become more forgiving as we realize
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how much we’ve been forgiven. We become more willing to
share our faith because we know how much it matters. “Deeper”
faith is more generous and willing to serve, because it knows
that the mission of Christ is the highest calling there is.
We grow deeper in quiet ways. It happens over time,
and almost always slowly. It’s the habits of prayer. It’s the
willingness to listen to God speak to us through Scripture daily,
again and again. Deep growth happens through relationships of
trust. And most of all, it happens only by the power of the Holy
Spirit. So here is what I am asking all of us to do: commit to
pray, daily, for the “deeper growth” of our congregation. Ask the
Spirit to grant us faith that goes all the way down into the depths
of our souls, transforming us from the inside out. A church can’t
grow “wide” without growing “deep.” If lives aren’t being
genuinely transformed by Christ, then all the outreach and
welcome and advertising we do won’t draw people in.
That means that perhaps the most powerful evangelism
we could do is simply to let the presence of Christ deep into our
own souls. For when we “grow deeper,” we become a
compelling example of all that God’s grace can do. And that is,
ultimately, what the world around us hungers and thirsts for.
May we all grow deeper, so that Reformation may grow wider!
In Christ,
Pastor Eric
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The Reporter is published monthly, and mailed to all member
households. The deadline for submitting material for the next issue
is the 15th day of each month. Please send, as early as possible,
your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the newsletter email address
above. The Reporter is assembled on the Monday of last full week
of each month and mailed that week.
A full color downloadable PDF version is posted at:
www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter
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Pastor's Message Continues

New to Reformation
Once a month, we are offering an informal
conversation time for visitors to talk with one of
the pastors and get to know more about
Reformation Lutheran Church. If you are new to
Reformation and would like to learn about our
congregation, please plan to stay after the
10:00 worship service on Sunday, May 28.
We’d like to share about our church and learn
more about you! “New to Reformation” will
meet in the Fellowship Hall.
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The Numbers!

May Birthdays!
01
02
03
04
05
07
11
13
15

Linda (Gregory) Lee
Adam Seth
Mary Currie
Faith Navarro
Bob Hermann
Dominic Ortiz
Becca Guyer
Michael Nauman
William Beiler

16
17
19
19
20
20
21
22
22
23

Matt Oldland
Kevin Gruwell
Nicole Wilson
Zachary Emory
Maynard Gregory
Tom Mehl
Devon Schlegel
Barbara Seth
Sandie Simmons
Drew Fox

23
24
25
25
25
27
27
31
31

Stephen Fox
Pat Nilsson
Ashley Snyder
Helene Reed
Josephine Schaeffer
Andrew Whitman
Kris Wilson
Jeannette Steele
Joyce Beiler

May Anniversary Celebrations!
03

Bill and Sharon Donlin

15

Rich and June Steenland

04

Frank and Brita Angelone

22

Marv and Faith Navarro

09

Sal and Erica Ortiz

25

Brad and Emily McDougall

15

Curt and Becky Hudson

30

Wes and Kristin Smith

31

Dan and Florence McGinniss

From the Church Financial Desk:
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-April):
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:
Average Weekly Faith Connections:
Ash Wednesday Noon: 23 Ash Wednesday 7:30pm:
Maundy Thursday:
Good Friday Noon: 16 Good Friday 7:30pm:
Easter:

132 (137 last year)
25 ( 37 last year)
34 (total 56; last year 46)
54 (last year 51)
63 (total 79; last year 62)
242 (last year 239)

While average attendance is down slightly, our Holy Week attendance numbers were up noticeably, as was Ash Wednesday.
Adding noon services on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for the first time this year gave large increases to our attendance for
those days.
Financial Report (as of 2/28/17):
Total Income:
$104,409.52
Total Expense:
$110,056.83
Income – Expense:
$ 4,647.31
Some great news on the financial side of things! While our line of credit remains at just over $20,000, we are in much better
shape at this point in the year than we were last year. Offering income is up by roughly 5% through the end of March (not
including any Capital Campaign contributions), despite the fact that Easter was in March last year but not until April this year.
Total expenses are actually down by just over $1,000 compared to last year as well. But the main good news is that Kids Inc.
continues to have a great year financially. Their expenses are down slightly, but income is up 25%! Thank you to our members
for your faithful support!
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Church Ministries
WELCA NEWS
WELCA Mission Statement:

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
WELCA Statement of Purpose:
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action
and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.
Mark your Calendar for our Upcoming WELCA Monthly Meetings
May 4, 2017
June 1, 2017

Birthday Luncheon @ The Clubhouse at Baywood, Millsboro, at noon
More information forthcoming

Engaging in Ministry and Action
The women of WELCA are giving socks, diapers, and adult personal items to the Milford Community Center for adults and
children in need. The women bring these items to their monthly WELCA meetings. A member of WELCA is delivering their
donations to the Milford Community Center on an ongoing basis.

Christian Service Committee News
Christian Service Committee’s Forever Angel Tree has a Goal to collect 4 Gift cards per month from Food Lion, Wal-Mart or
Wawa. The donated cards will be used throughout the year to help the elderly and disabled. Just place the card in the collection
plate and Suzanne Madanat, an ADRC Options Counselor for Division of Services for the Aging and Adults with Physical
Disabilities will see where the need is greatest as with the Mitten Tree gifts. Let’s keep Christmas in our hearts all year!

The Christian Service Committee would like to thank the Reformation Lutheran Church congregation for your thoughtfulness in
the fantastic Easter Basket items for People’s Place Group Home Girls! Numerous items such as Candy, Journals, Coloring
books, Pens/Markers/Colored pencils, Ty Beanies, Barrett’s, Nail Polish and Stuffed Bears were delivered to People’s Place in
Easter Baskets and bags. People’s Place was appreciative of your phenomenal generosity!
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Faith Connections!
Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow
You are invited to attend Faith Connections, our Sunday morning learning hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. Stay after the 8:30 a.m.
worship service, or come before the 11:00 a.m. service, for Christian growth and learning.
The mission of Faith Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time.
We offer coffee and refreshments every week at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Visit with your church family, welcome
visitors, and enjoy catching up with each other. You may take your coffee and snacks to one of the groups that gather during
Faith Connections for faith conversations and Bible Study.
On the Sundays that we have ReCreation events at 12:15 p.m., Faith Connections does not meet. There will always be coffee
and refreshments for members and visitors to enjoy between the worship services, but the groups will not meet. Everyone is
encouraged to attend worship and the ReCreation lunch and learning event on ReCreation days. Since ReCreation is
designed for the whole congregation, all ages, to come and learn together, we focus on worship and ReCreation on those
Sundays.

Summary of Faith Connections Groups held from 9:45-10:45 a.m.:
Infants-early Preschoolers: Play with Ms. Kristen in the Nursery
Pre-K through 5th Grade: Faith Connections Kids with Ms. Jeanne in the Double Classroom
6th Grade-Adults: Discover Your Soul’s Path to God with Pastor Paige in the Classroom across from the Nursery
Adults: Bible Study with Pastor Eric in the Fellowship Hall
Everyone: Coffee, refreshments, and conversation in the Fellowship Hall

Vacation Bible School Coming in June!
Vacation Bible School will be held at Reformation from June 19-23 from 9 a.m. to noon. This year’s
theme is “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God. Built for a Purpose!”
We will experience God’s love at VBS and have fun exploring the Bible together. Please add VBS
week to your calendar and invite friends, neighbors, and grandchildren to attend! The age range for
VBS is from children who are entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2017, through children who have
completed 5th grade.
There are also several ways to help with VBS, from leading a workshop to shepherding a group of
children from station to station, to providing snacks and supplies. If you’d like to help during VBS,
please contact Pastor Paige Evers soon to reserve your spot (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net).
Pastor Paige and Mary Lu Wilson are coordinating VBS for Reformation members, Kids’ Inc.
students, and children from the community.
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Children and Youth Connections!

You are Invited to Coffee & Crawlers on May 6
Parents with children in preschool and younger, including infants, are invited to come and play at
“Coffee & Crawlers” on Saturday, May 6 at 8:30 a.m. Coffee and snacks will be provided. The
parents and kids meet in the Narthex one Saturday a month to play and talk about our life as
parents. Please contact Pastor Paige with any questions (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net).
Guests and their little ones are welcome, so feel free to invite a friend!

A Special Thank You to our Youth from Pastor Paige
Before I explain the May event, I (Pastor Paige) want to thank the youth in grades 4 and up who
helped host the Easter Egg Hunt in April. The word got out in the community about our Easter Egg
Hunt, and we were bursting at the seams with guests and visitors who came to search for eggs!
Thank you to the young people for stuffing and hiding the eggs, and most of all, for being a
welcoming presence to the guests in our church that day. The youth did a terrific job!

Youth & Family Ministry Event on May 12: Subs & Servanthood & Sardines
In May, we will have an evening at the church on Friday, May 12, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. to have sub
sandwiches, talk about what it means to be a servant of Jesus, to serve others, and to play sardines. (If
you don’t know what Sardines is, just ask one of our young people.) Anyone in grade 3 and older is
invited to participate. Please contact Pastor Paige at pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net to RSVP for
Subs & Servanthood & Sardines night. Hope to see you there!
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord
From the choir loft...
What a wonderful job Neal Richard is doing in leading the youth as well as the adult
handbell choirs! Thanks so much Neal! You are appreciated!
Please mark your calendars for Church Music Sunday this year. There will be just one
service that day, as we go to one service after the Memorial Day weekend, and the
Music Sunday will be June 11.
After that, think about joining us for our Singing Summer session this year!
Blessings!
Gail

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
The Children’s Hand Bell Choir invites children and youth to come and learn how to ring bells every
Thursday from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Please contact Neal Richard for more information

Ways to Pray
Prayer Chain: Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer
throughout the week. This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church. If you have a request
you would like on the email prayer chain, please contact the church office. If you would like to join the
prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors.
Sunday Worship Prayer List: The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before
the Reporter publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write
their names on the list behind the altar.

Bryan
Bonnie Russell
June Breitfeller
Linda Caccamise
Russell Chamblee
Elyse Cillage
David
Madi Dodge
Sharon Donlin
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Zach Emory
Patty Eustis
Eva
Kimberly Finch
Ray Gannon
Kevin Gruwell
Tonya Hannah
Bob Hermann
Richard &
Madeline Hooven

Lisa Johnson
Laura
Dottie Lofland
Scott Livingood
Albert McAllister
Rose Nailor
Graham Pomfret
Pastor John Ranney
Candace Rivera

Melissa Ryan
Sharon
Cindie Sharp
Desire Steenland
Ted Steenland
Amber Steward
Pat Venett
Bill & Joann Warren
Eric Wolfgang
Jill Young
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ReCreation News!

Join us for ReCreation on May 21 at 12:15
p.m. for Lunch, Butterfly Release, and
Wrapping Up our Training as Agents of
God’s Kingdom!
ReCreation is a series of eight events for you, our whole congregation, during the
2016-2017 school year. This year’s theme for ReCreation is “We are Agents of God’s
Kingdom.” It’s hard to believe that we are nearing our last event for this school year!
At the April event, we explored how we care for God’s creation. We discussed how as Agents of God’s Kingdom, we
can serve as good stewards of all that God has entrusted to our care. We shared stories and images from travels and of special
places in nature. The children got to help plant the garden behind the parsonage, and everyone took a green gift home to
continue caring for God’s creation.
At our May event, we will learn how God empowers us to live out our callings for the sake of the world. If you are a
teacher, a brick-layer, a landscaper, a realtor, or in the military, public service, or the police, whatever you do for work or
volunteer service, you are living out your faith through that role. If you are retired, as a citizen and as someone with life
experience, you have a calling and God is working through you to bless others. Come and explore the intersection of faith and
work in our last event on the theme of being Agents of God’s Kingdom!
We also plan to release the butterflies that our church’s children grow from the chrysalis stage at our May 21
ReCreation event. That depends on the timing of God’s creation of course. Some years, the butterflies are on a different
timetable that ours, which is a part of the beauty of nature! If the butterflies agree, we will release them at Reformation during
the ReCreation event.
Remember that lunch is a key part of ReCreation! Sharing a meal together gives everyone a chance to find out what’s
happening in each other’s lives, and how God has been at work shaping our days. The May ReCreation lunch will feature
foods from around the world. A team of meal hosts makes it easy to attend and enjoy a meal prepared for you.
ReCreation offers the opportunity to grow in faith and explore God’s Kingdom calling for you. Everyone also enjoys
eating together, and getting to know people of all ages. Please be thinking of who you can invite for warm fellowship and fun
learning at ReCreation.
The ReCreation Team members (Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Marv Navarro, Kristin Schlegel,
Barbara Seth, Pastor Paige, and Pastor Eric) would be delighted to talk with you if you have any questions.
ReCreation begins at 12:15 p.m. and Includes Lunch. You are invited! Please join us!

May 21, 2017: “Living out our Kingdom Callings for the Sake of the World”
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