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As the days get longer and hotter, you might be wondering, how can I keep growing in my
faith over the summer? For families and people of all ages, summer is a time for changes in
routines, new adventures, travel, and special time with friends and family. Now is the time
to start thinking about how you can weave your faith into your summer happenings.
With the 10 a.m. worship service at Reformation in the summer, you can come and see
some of your brothers and sisters that usually attend the “other” service during the school
year. Reconnecting with our friends in Christ bolsters our faith! If you are traveling
somewhere over a weekend, be sure to check out churches in the places you are visiting. If
you have children or teenagers, talk with them about what is similar to or different from
worshiping at Reformation. You may be surprised at what they notice and at what is
important to them about worship.
Maybe you’ve been meaning to start a daily practice of Bible reading, prayer, or other time
with God. Use the longer days of summer to kick off that new habit. Another way to grow in
faith over the summer is to take part in a short-term Bible study or other learning event,
such as Vacation Bible School! VBS is a highlight for our family every summer, mainly
because we get to host children from the community and Kids’ Inc. at our church for an
intense experience of God’s love. The music at VBS is pretty great, too. It is the soundtrack
for our adventures all summer long.
There are other ways to weave faith into your summer adventures. Some simple questions
for reflection on your own or with family or friends can help us recognize how God is at
work in our days. Ask yourself or someone you love, “where did you meet God in your day
today?” or “how do you see God in this place?” (You could ask that at a favorite vacation
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Pastor's Message Continues
spot you return to every year, or at a new place you’ve
discovered.) Other questions you could ponder include, “How is
God at work in you?” or “How is God leading you to serve him?”
Take some time this summer, slow down, reflect, and listen to
God’s voice. Here is my prayer for you this month, from Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians:
“I pray that, according to the riches of [the Father’s] glory, he
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with
power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to check in with each other in the fall
and ask, “What has God been up to in your life over the
summer? How have you grown in faith? What have you learned
about yourself and about Jesus during these months?” Now is
the time to start asking yourself those questions, so your eyes,
ears, and heart can be open to how the Holy Spirit is moving in
your life. As you watch how God is active in you, may you
experience the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, and all
the fullness of God, in this season and in every season!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Paige

Visitors are Invited to

“New to Reformation”
Once a month, we are offering an informal
conversation time for visitors to talk with one of
the pastors and get to know more about
Reformation Lutheran Church. If you are new to
Reformation and would like to learn about our
congregation, please plan to stay after the
10:00 worship service on Sunday, June 25.
We’d like to share about our church and learn
more about you! “New to Reformation” will
meet in the Fellowship Hall.
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The Numbers!

June Birthdays!
02
02
03
04
04
04
05
07
07
10
11

Jake McDuff
Jeanne Coherd
Alex Ortiz
Eleanor Gregory
Madeleine Cole
Tyler Twilley
Kurt Sohn
Dottie Lofland
Gabrielle Johnson
Linda Caccamise
Erin Baker

12
13
15
15
15
15
17
18
19
19

Tracey Lewis
Dan McGinniss
Alice Daino
Karen Oldland
Kim Huey
Pat Kost
Denise Whitman
William Donlin
Jenna McDuff
William Bahder

19
21
21
23
23
24
25
26
26
28
30

Bill Vendetti
Patricia Wolfgang
Paul Hayes
Andrea McPike
Taylor Burkett
Mike Quattrociocchi
Judy Sharp
Marv Navarro
Tristan Tucker
Sheree Warren
Ed Daino

June Anniversary Celebrations!
08

Kevin and Pam Gruwell

21

Bob and Patti Hermann

08

Robert and Doris Adams

23

Kirby and Heather Fitzgerald

15

Ralph and Dot Willis

25

Kerwin and Jean Boyer

17

William and Joyce Beiler

27

Jim and Diane Fleming

18

John and Lezlie Eustis

29

Kevin and Joanna Lonergan

From the Church Financial Desk:
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (as of May 21, 2017):
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:
Average Weekly Faith Connections:

127 (132 last year)
24 ( 36 last year)

Financial Report (as of 4/30/17):
Total Income:
$149,693.91
Total Expense:
$140,432.29
Income – Expense:
$ 9,261.62
We have much to be thankful for in our financial statement. Offering income is up almost 10% compared to this time last year!
This does not include gifts made to the Capital Campaign. Mary Lu continues to manage the income and expenses of Kids,
Inc. remarkably well, and their income is up substantially, while daycare expenses are actually down compared to last year.
Because of this, we are over $9,200 “in the black” as of the end of April.
Praise God for the generosity of the congregation and good management by the church’s leadership! Thank you to all of our
members for your support. We encourage you to remember your pledge during the summer months, as offerings tend to be
lower during the summer while expenses do not decrease!
Pledges to Capital Campaign (as of 5/20/17): $151,190.00
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Church Ministries
Senior Quilt Presentations!
On Sunday, May 21, 2017, at the 11 am service, quilts were presented to the following students –

Dakota Cousins, Dean Fleming, Brock Huey, Daniel and Robert Knutsen
This tradition began over a decade ago, wrapping our graduating high school seniors in a quilt, made by the members of
Reformation Lutheran Church, just like their parents wrapped them up as an infant. The quilts are full of prayers and messages
of scripture and love. The quilt is a symbol to these students of God's love. Our prayer is we are sending them off to their next
phase of life with a reminder that Reformation Lutheran Church is a “home” they can always return to, a place of love, hope and
grace.
These students, have been on our roster as Sunday School participants, baptized or confirmed members whose families are
on the active roll of the church, or a special student or a grandchild who we make a quilt for. The quilts are paid for by an
established memorial fund, and donations to the Senior Quilt Memorial fund are greatly appreciated.
Many thanks to those who donated their time to cut – sew - set up and take down quilts for signing, layering, binding! Helpers
this year included Belinda Bahder, Rev. Judy Moller-Gavlick, Karolyn Hayes, Pat Kost, Faith Navarro, Karen Oldland, Kristin
Schlegel, and Mary Lu Wilson. Special thanks to Dottie Lofland and Lydia Petersen for their donation of fabric for the quilts.
Their donations will ensure beautiful quilts for several years!

Visual Faith Workshops: Sharing Reformation’s Story
In May, Pastor Paige had the opportunity to share with other churches in Delaware and Maryland some of the ways we
are helping all generations grow in faith at Reformation. She led “Visual Faith Workshops” in Milford and in Towson, Maryland,
to help other pastors and faith formation leaders learn how to use images to help people engage with Scripture.
The ministry organization, Vibrant Faith, trained several Visual Faith Ambassadors around the country over the winter.
Pastor Paige was one of them. She was then charged with training other leaders to learn about and practice using Visual Faith
photographs to connect people’s hearts with the word of God. She taught the workshops to 22 people over the two events.
Part of Pastor Paige’s presentation was sharing how we have combined images and Scripture in our ReCreation
events, Confirmation, the Sacred Pathways Faith Connections group, Kids’ Inc. Chapel and Children’s Sermons. Pastor Paige
appreciated being able to share real-life stories from Reformation to inspire congregations to add images to their toolkits for
teaching and discussing the Bible.
Thank you to Reformation folks for participating in those learning events, so we could gather stories of how images
have helped us grow in faith, and so those stories could be shared with the wider church! If you are curious about the Visual
Faith Project and want to learn more, please check out: https://www.vibrantfaith.org/visualfaith/
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Faith Connections!
Summer Women’s Bible Study
You are invited to join us in a Women’s Bible Study on Thursday nights from 6-8 pm this summer.
We will meet on June 15 and 29; July 13 and 27; and August 3rd. We will be completing a 5week study over the summer written by Priscilla Shirer called “Breathe.” The program includes a
video each week and participants can buy a study journal for $9.99 through Lifeway.com or
Amazon. The video portion of the evening will last from 30-40 minutes and we will discuss the
previous week’s “homework” as a group. Please visit Lifeway.com to learn more about the
Breathe Bible study program. If you have any questions please contact Karen Oldland at 7527130.

Vacation Bible School Coming in June!
Vacation Bible School will be held at Reformation from June 19-23 from 9 a.m. to noon. This
year’s theme is “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God. Built for a Purpose!”
There are also several ways to help with VBS, from leading a workshop to shepherding a group of
children from station to station, to providing snacks and supplies. There will be a meeting for all
VBS volunteers after worship on Sunday, June 4. If you’d like to help during VBS, please
contact Pastor Paige Evers (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net). Pastor Paige and Mary Lu Wilson
are coordinating VBS for Reformation members, Kids’ Inc. students, and children from the
community.
We will experience God’s love at VBS and have fun exploring the Bible together. Invite friends,
neighbors, and grandchildren to attend! The age range for VBS is from children who are entering
Kindergarten in the fall of 2017, through children who have completed 5th grade. All are welcome!
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Children and Youth Connections!

You are Invited to Coffee & Crawlers on June 11!
Parents with children in preschool and younger, including infants, are invited to come and play at
“Coffee & Crawlers” on Saturday, June 11, at 8:30 a.m. Coffee and snacks will be provided.
The parents and kids meet in the Narthex one Saturday a month to play and talk about our life as
parents. Please contact Pastor Paige with any questions (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net).
Guests and their little ones are welcome, so feel free to invite a friend!
Our July 1, Coffee & Crawlers gathering will be held at the Can Do Playground (at the Boys &
Girls’ Club) at 8:30 a.m. Please save the date! The playground address is 101 Delaware Veterans
Blvd., Milford.

Youth & Family Ministry Event on June 17: Pool Party!
We are capping off our school year of Youth & Family Ministry events with a pool party at the
home of Kirby & Heather Fitzgerald, on Saturday, June 17 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. This is for
parents, children, and youth to attend together. There will be a trained lifeguard attending as well.
Families can bring a snack or drink to share. Contact Pastor Paige at pr.paige@reformationlutheran.net to RSVP. Hope to see you there!
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord
From the choir loft...
Where does the time go?? Summer is upon us and that means that Church Music Sunday is right
around the corner! June 4th is our big music day this year with the bells and choir performing
some of their favorite anthems from the year! Please try to join us!
We will again have a 'Summer Choir' that will begin on July 16th and run until August 6th,
meeting Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the sanctuary. Try to join us for that as well!
Blessings!
Gail

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
The Children’s Hand Bell Choir invites children and youth to come and learn how to ring bells every
Thursday from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Please contact Neal Richard for more information.

Ways to Pray
Prayer Chain: Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer
throughout the week. This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church. If you have a request
you would like on the email prayer chain, please contact the church office. If you would like to join the
prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors.
Sunday Worship Prayer List: The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before
the Reporter publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write
their names on the list behind the altar.

Bryan
June Breitfeller
Linda Caccamise
Shirley Carrol
Elyse Cillage
David
The family of Anna Deik
Madi Dodge
Zach Emory
Patty Eustis
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Kimberly Finch
Ray Gannon
Kevin Gruwell
Pam Gruwell
Richard & Madeline Hooven
Kathy Hubbard
Lisa Johnson
Marlene
Albert McAllister
Rose Nailor

Graham Pomfret
Pastor John Ranney
Candace Rivera
Bonnie Russell
Melissa Ryan
Sharon
Kissairi Familia Schlegel
Pat Venett
The family of Jen Wiley
Eric Wolfgang
Jill Young
Page 7

ReCreation News!

Thank you for a Terrific ReCreation Year!
With our May event complete, we have finished our third year of
ReCreation. Over the past school year, we held eight events for our whole
congregation to come together for lunch and growing in faith. This year’s
theme for ReCreation was “We are Agents of God’s Kingdom.”
We explored God’s call for justice, hospitality, and compassion, with
all ages eating and learning together. Throughout this past year of
ReCreation, we discussed how we are called to live out God’s mission in our daily lives to care for
others, God’s creation, and our community.
At the May event, we enjoyed a delicious meal with food from all over the globe, reflecting God’s
reign over the whole earth, and the abundance he provides. There were main dishes, fruit salads, and
desserts reflecting nearly every continent. Then we learned how God empowers us to live out our
callings for the sake of the world. This helped bring the big themes and topics of the year down to the
places where we live and work every day.
Reformation member, Josh McDuff, spoke about serving God as a teacher, just as Jesus was a
teacher. Josh reflected on his career and how he has touched the lives of his students over the years. It
was awesome to see pictures of his former students and to learn how they have gone on to serve in the
military and as teachers themselves. Josh also spoke movingly about how the loss of some of his
students has spurred him on to become a driving instructor. Josh’s particular calling as a teacher right
now is to help prevent needless deaths of our young people. That is indeed a sacred calling from the
Lord, for the sake of others.
We heard faith stories and Bible reflections from the May Design Team as well, as Fred and
Barbara Seth, Pastor Eric, Sue Owens, and Marv Navarro encouraged us to let God work through us to
bring the water of life, refreshment, and healing to dry and lifeless places. Many people, including youth,
shared their experience of lifeless places and how they helped God’s living water flow there through their
service and their callings. This brought home Ezekiel’s message, “This water flows toward the eastern
region and goes down into the Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water
will become fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be
very many fish, once these waters reach there…everything will live where the river goes.” When we live
out our callings from God for the sake of our neighbor, the river of life spreads wider and farther.
The ReCreation Team members (Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Marv
Navarro, Kristin Schlegel, Barbara Seth, Pastor Paige, and Pastor Eric) will be meeting over the summer
to prepare for the 2017-2018 ReCreation year.
The Core Team members are also collecting thoughts from those who have participated in
ReCreation. If you haven’t turned in a slip with your thoughts already, please e-mail Karen Oldland your
responses to these three questions (oldlandkaren@gmail.com):
1)
2)
3)

What do you like about ReCreation?
What difference does ReCreation make for your life and your faith?
What would you say about ReCreation to invite someone new to attend?
THANK YOU to everyone who took part in ReCreation this year!
Watch for ReCreation to return in September!
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