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Our Mission

Our Pastors

Invite, Engage, Equip,
Embody
Invite our neighbors as Jesus
has invited us;
Engage in a community
of graceful discipleship;
Equip our members for growth
in faith and ministry;
Embody the love of Jesus for
the world around us.

Reformation Lutheran
Church
613 Lakeview Ave.
Milford, Delaware 19963
Phone: 302 422-9117
www.reformation-lutheran.net
Kids, Inc.
Phone: 302 422-9099
Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30am-3:00pm
Worship Services
Sept.-May
8:30am & 11:00am
Memorial Day- Labor Day
10:00am
Faith Connections
for All Ages
Sept-May
9:45am-10:45am

Pastor Eric W. Evers
Pastor Paige G. Evers
uly/August 2011

“Who is Invited?”

JJ

J

Dear Friends in Christ,
I imagine that all of us are having similar conversations when we run into people or when
we talk with our friends. “How is your Christmas shopping going?” “Are you staying here or
going out of town for Christmas?” and finally, “Who are you spending Christmas with?” in
other words, “Who is invited?”
It’s easy to get caught up in all of the Christmas preparations and to focus on the what
(Christmas decorating, cookies, gifts), when (squeezing in multiple family visits on
Christmas Day), and where (how to get from Grandma’s house in Newark to the in-laws’
home in Seaford), and set aside the who. But Advent, which begins on December 3 this
year, and Christmas, is all about the who. Not about who we spend the day with, or who we
invite, but who we didn’t invite, but who comes to us, anyway.
“Into this world, this demented inn
in which there is absolutely no room for him at all,
Christ comes uninvited.” – Father Thomas Merton
I love that quote from Thomas Merton. It reminds us that in Jesus, God comes to live
among us as a human being, not because we deserve it, but because that is God’s plan to
save us. The baby Jesus comes uninvited. And he is the greatest gift we could ever
receive. Merton wrote this thought about Jesus decades ago, but our world is still a
“demented inn.” This world still has no room for the Son of God to come in and change our
lives. And yet Jesus comes anyway.
Continues on Page 2
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Pastor's Message Continues
The Gospel of John puts it this way, “the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). I hope
and pray that you will pause this month to make room in your
heart and your life for Jesus to come in. Let him in, so he can
give you his peace and joy. The good news of Christmas is that
God stops at nothing to redeem His children from sin, death,
and the devil. God even became flesh to save you. God can do
that even if we are distracted and busy, but why wouldn’t we
want to focus on the who, on Jesus, as we prepare to celebrate
his birth on Christmas?
Sharing the good news of God becoming flesh and living among
us, so he can save us and give us new life, is one of our greatest
responsibilities as Christian believers. Who will you invite to
Christmas Eve worship at Reformation, so they can know the love
of Jesus? We have worship at 4:00, 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. Let’s not
leave anyone uninvited! At Christmastime, love comes down. The
Word is made flesh. Let’s celebrate that boldly and joyfully, invite
everyone we know, and not leave anyone out.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Paige

Spread the word!
Please “Like” Reformation’s Facebook page for
news, announcements, and photos of church events!
www.facebook.com/RLCmilford
Reformation
is also onFacebook
Instagram!page for
Please “Like”
Reformation’s
Please follow our church’s profile: @rlcmilford
news,
announcements, and photos of church
events! www.facebook.com/RLCmilford
Check in and
tweet or post
aboutonwhat’s
going on with the
Reformation
is also
Instagram!
hashtag
#RLCMilford,
or post
on Facebook
Please
follow
our church’s
profile:
@rlcmilford
and tag Reformation Lutheran Church

Check in and tweet or post about what’s going on
with the hashtag #RLCMilford, or post on Facebook
and tag Reformation Lutheran Church
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The Numbers!
Birthdays and Anniversaries, December 2017*
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Mary Lou Wilson

3
Amy McPherson
Tammy Mook

10
Jarrod Konesey
Karolyn Hayes
17
Abigail Richards
Susan Winters

24

4
Emily McDougall
Emily Racz
Meghan Fleming
Bill Deeter

5

11

12

8

13

14

15

21
Pete & Chris
Peterson
Andrew & Denise
Whitman

22

28

29
Terry Hutter

Daniel McPike

Trish Boyer

18

25
James Nielson
Michele Postles

7
Justin Konesey
Morgan McKenzie

Kathleen Trombello

Emmett & Pat
Venett

6

19
Eric Evers

20
John Eustis

Wes &
Cynthia
Hamlin

26
Alex Huey

27
Carol Whyte

Ray Engelsiepen

Tom &
Michele
Postles

9
Mia Wright
Rhys Ranney
Susan Romansky

16
Elizabeth Johnson
23
Lezlie Eustis

30
Margaret Thompson

Ed & Pat Kost

31

Bill & Mary
Deeter

*Birthdays are in plain text, Anniversaries are bold, centered italic and green

From the Church Financial Desk:
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-November):
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:

122 (121 last year)

Financial Report (as of 10/31/17):
Total Income:
$419,026.94
Total Expense:
$424,724.26
Income – Expense:
-$ 5,697.32
October was a very strong month for our finances, and we made up a significant amount of ground from where we were at the end of
September. Thank you for your generosity! If this trend continues through December, then we will end the year in a very good financial
position. Regular giving (excluding Capital Campaign gifts) is up about 7% compared with this time last year, which is extremely
positive. Please continue to prayerfully consider how you can help us to end 2017 “in the black,” allowing us to launch into 2018 without
stress to keep us from offering our best ministry.

Keep your eyes open! During December, Reformation will have an ad running on the electronic billboard on Route 1
(southbound) in Frederica, inviting people to come to our Christmas Eve services. Keep an eye open for it (but of course, be
safe as you drive)! This ad is being paid for through the Loderhose Trust.
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Church Ministries
Mitten Tree
The Christian Service Committee is excited for our church family to express their blessings of love toward seniors, the
disabled and families living below the poverty level in our community via The Mitten Tree. With your generosity and
kindness, we can brighten the lives of others at Christmas who may not receive a gift otherwise. Requested New Gifts,
World Hunger, Seminary and Discretionary Fund Mittens will be hanging on the Mitten Tree, located in the Narthex. The
Mitten Tree will be displayed starting Thanksgiving weekend, Sunday November 26th through December 17th 2017.
Select a mitten set with information of requested gift. One mitten with your name and phone number to be placed in the box
located at the tree and the additional mitten to be attached to the gift. If you take a World Hunger, Seminary or Discretionary
Mitten, keep the two mittens together and place them in the box with a check made out to Reformation Lutheran Church.
Please bring in all gifts by December 17, 2017 Thank you!
Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.

Operation Christmas Child

Teddy Bear Ministry

I would like to take a moment to thank all those who
gave generously to this ministry. We were able to fill 15
boxes with the many items donated and several
monetary donations allowed me to purchase socks and
many other extras for each box. There was also a
generous donation that paid for the $9 shipping
donation for all 15 boxes. It is amazing to watch how
the Holy Spirit works through the members of
Reformation with this ministry each year.

It is a special time of year as the birth of Jesus is
celebrated. If you have a friend or family member who
might need a special gift during this season we have
many bears to choose from in the pews gathering
prayers in their hearts. This can be a difficult season for
many as they remember a special loved one who has
passed, they suffer due to an illness, they are lonely,
etc. Please take a bear and share God’s love with your
loved one. Thank you for all your donations to the Teddy
Bear Ministry. At this time, we do not need any Bears
donated. The suggested donation to the Teddy Bear
Memorial Fund that helps support the ministry is $10
but if you don’t have the money don’t let that stop
you from giving the gift of love. If you have any
questions please contact Karen Oldland at 752-7130.

Thank you!!
Karen Oldland

Thank You, WELCA
The Christian Service Committee would
like to thank the Reformation Lutheran
Church WELCA Committee for their
thoughtful donation! The donation was
used to purchase discounted Milford
Bowling Lanes Activities for the People’s
Place Group Home Girls, ages 13 to 18.
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Church Ministries (continued)
Join our Reformation Cookie Table at the Santa House on December 3!
One of Milford’s beloved Christmas traditions is the Santa House downtown, right over the river on Walnut Street.
Reformation has an Evangelism opportunity to offer free cookies to families visiting the Santa House for one day only:
Sunday, December 3 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Our cookie table was a big hit last year. Downtown Milford, Inc., who runs the
Santa House, is very excited that we are coming back this year.
Can you bake a batch of cookies and/or hand out cookies for an hour at a Reformation table next to the Santa House on
December 3? It’s a fun time seeing kids and their excitement for Christmas. Attend worship and then join Pastor Paige and
other folks at the Reformation table!
All ages are invited to reach out to our community with Jesus’ love through your delicious cookies. Please contact Pastor
Paige with any questions or to sign up: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net. You can also sign up on the sheet on the
bulletin board across from the kitchen.
.

Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow
Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow

You are invited to attend Faith Connections, our Sunday morning learning hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. Stay after the 8:30
a.m. worship service, or come before the 11:00 a.m. service, for Christian growth and learning. The mission of Faith
Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time.
We offer coffee and refreshments every week at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Visit with your church family, welcome
visitors, and enjoy catching up with each other. On the Sundays that we have ReCreation events at 12:15 p.m., Faith
Connections does not meet. Everyone is encouraged to attend worship and the ReCreation lunch and learning event on
ReCreation days. Since ReCreation is designed for the whole congregation, all ages, to come and learn together, we focus
on worship and ReCreation on those Sundays.
Beginning the first Sunday in November we will have a new opportunity for Sunday morning Bible Study during the
Faith Connections hour. We will gather in the library to listen to and discuss short videos from the Living Proof
Ministry app done by Beth Moore. If you are interested, please join us in the library at Church for fellowship and
Bible study on November 5th. If you have any questions please contact Karen Oldland at 752-7130.

Summary of Faith Connections Groups held from 9:45-10:45 a.m.:
Everyone: Coffee, refreshments, and conversation in the Fellowship Hall.
Infants: Play with Ms. Kristen in the Nursery
Preschool through 3rd Grade, (Parents or caregivers with younger children are welcome to attend with their
child): Faith Connections Kids with Ms. Jeanne in the large double classroom.
4th-12th Grades: Faith Connections Youth with Pastor Paige in the Classroom across from the Nursery.
Adults: Adult Bible Study with Pastor Eric, Pastor Gordon, and Chris Antonik in the Fellowship Hall.
Living Proof Ministry with Karen Oldland. Listen and discuss short videos: Beth Moore series. Meet in
Library.

Looking for Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth? See pages 9 and 10
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Announcements

Christmas Decorating & Supper, December 17th from 5–7 PM

“Many hands make light work” they say and that’s what we need to

decorate the sanctuary for the Christmas season.
We also need a few strong backs to handle the tree and some tall folks as well as small folks to decorate the tree. We’ll
provide a light supper – please sign the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the Fellowship Hall so we know how
many to plan for!

New Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
In response to changes in attendance patterns, we are making some changes in our Christmas Eve schedule. The Worship
and Music Committee has seen attendance at the 11:00pm service decline steadily. We are also aware that we have
families with younger children and older members who may not wish to be out driving after dark. And so, we are moving our
three Christmas Eve services earlier in the day. We will start at 4:00pm with a service featuring our children’s program,
and then have services at 7:00pm (full choir and bells) and 9:00pm (special music). We believe this will make our beautiful
services accessible to more people, and we look forward to celebrating Christmas Eve with you and with our community!

Sunday, December 24th Morning Worship
It is an unusual year, with Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday. We will have one service at 10:00am on December 24 th,
featuring our choir offering a special cantata. We will celebrate the morning as the Fourth Sunday of Advent. We will be
decorating the sanctuary for Christmas Eve on Sunday, December 17 at 5:00pm.

Urgent Need for Christmas Eve!
We have the majority of our “Parish Worker” positions unfilled for Christmas Eve services. This is the time when we have
more visitors to our church than any other time of the year, and we want to give them a welcome that will encourage them to
come back again. Please check with Kathy in the church office if you are able to serve in any way. Thank you!

A Word of Thanks from the Girl Scouts
Dear Reformation Lutheran Church,
When we were in need of meeting space for our area Girl Scout leaders, you extended open arms. We have held monthly
meetings since September at Reformation Lutheran Church. This allows our leaders to stay connected with other troops,
community news and our regional council. During our meeting in October, the Milford Garden Club visited to speak with
leaders. They were then able to visit several troops to prepare them to enter the annual poster contest. In November, we
held a first aid and CPR training for leaders and some of our teens. The teens who took the training will soon visit a camp to
become "Program Aides in Training;" First aid and CPR training was required before they go.
We would like to extend a big thank you to Reformation Lutheran Church for allowing us to use the space needed to hold
these meetings and impact more than 100 girls in the Milford & Lake Forest School District areas. Thank you for helping us!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Antonik, Service Unit 11 Manager, Troop 1403 Leader
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord
From the choir loft...
Don't you just love the holiday season? I have such a great time in August and
September going through Christmas music and figuring out what would fit for
the choir and what would also be a blessing to the congregation. What fun! We
are preparing our Christmas Eve cantata even now and are excited that we will
be able to present 'The Christmas Offering' to the congregation at 10AM on
that Sunday morning, December 24th. We will have the bells and choir at the
7PM service on December 24th as well, with special music at the 9PM service.
Happy Birthday, Jesus!
Blessings and Merry Christmas to all!
Gail

Ways to Pray
Prayer Chain: Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in
prayer throughout the week. This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church. If you have a
request you would like on the email prayer chain, please contact the church office. If you would like
to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors.
Sunday Worship Prayer List: The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter
publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind
the altar.
Pat Batchelor
June Breitfeller
Linda Caccamise
Elyse Cillage
David
Dot, PJ and Louise
Madi Dodge
Zach Emory
Patty Eustis
Kimberly Finch

The Reporter – December 2017

Ray Gannon
Kevin Gruwell
Pam Gruwell
Holly
Kris
Albert McAllister
Rose Nailor
Kelsey Oldland
Carlos Ortiz
Lydia Petersen
The family of Thyra Steelman

Letecia Prophet
Pastor John Ranney
Bonnie Russell
Leon Scott
Stephanie
Donald Surgens
Pat Venett
Lillian Willey
Rex Willing
Jill Young
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ReCreation News

ReCreation Update: Teach Us to Pray
ReCreation is our year-long series of lunch and learning events for our entire
congregation. This year’s ReCreation theme is “Teach Us to Pray.”
In November we explored how we can pray when life circumstances are hard. The Psalms
are full of prayers with people asking, “How long, O Lord?” and crying out to God for help.
At our November event, we looked to the Psalms to understand how God works through
prayer, even in hard times. Participants honestly and openly shared their stories and
struggles with prayer. We learned from each other about how God is present, through
prayer, in hard times. The event helped us learn how to pray unceasingly, despite life’s
challenging circumstances.
Our next ReCreation event will be on January 21 at 12:15 p.m. The theme will be, “Praying in the Pews.” We will talk
about all the different opportunities for prayer within our worship service. How do we talk with God and listen for God in the
context of worship? Come and explore the prayers we share when we gather for worship on Sunday mornings.
Our “Teach Us to Pray” ReCreation lunch and learning events are for people of all ages, families and singles, kids and
young adults and seniors. Families with young children may not be able to stay for the entire event, but they are welcome to
come for lunch. By sitting at tables together, the children in our church family will grow up having relationships with the
adults at church who care about them.
Following Jesus and shining his light in the world takes constant learning and growth. Prayer is a key part of that. We hope
you will make a commitment to coming to ReCreation and growing in your prayer life alongside your friends in Christ when
our lunch and learning events resume on January 21.
The ReCreation Core Team members (Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Marv Navarro, Kristin Schlegel,
Barbara Seth, Pastor Paige, and Pastor Eric) look forward to seeing you at the next ReCreation event. We have plenty of
room for new folks to serve on ReCreation Design Teams (they help plan the events) and Food Teams (they coordinate
the simple lunches that are provided for everyone). Please contact a Core Team member with any questions or to get
involved with ReCreation.

ReCreation 2017-2018 “Teach Us to Pray”
January 21: Praying in the Pews
February 25: Prayer Binds Us Together
March 18: Listening to the Lord
April 22: Praying to Be Healed
May 20: Prayer on the Go
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!

You are Invited to Coffee & Crawlers on December 2!
Parents with children in preschool and younger are invited to come and play at “Coffee & Crawlers” on Saturday,
December 2 at 8:30 a.m. Coffee and snacks will be provided. The parents and kids meet in the Narthex one Saturday a
month to play and talk about our life as parents. Please contact Pastor Paige with any questions (pr.paige@reformationlutheran.net). Guests and their little ones are welcome, so feel free to invite a friend! Please save the dates for next
month’s gathering: January 6 at 8:30 a.m.

Calling Young People for the Christmas Eve Children’s Play
A beloved tradition at Reformation is the Christmas Eve Children’s Play. All children are welcome to participate in the
Christmas Eve play so they can learn the story of Jesus’ birth and help announce to the congregation that our Savior has
come! This year, the Children’s Play will be offered during the new 4:00 p.m. worship service. We will have candlelight
services with Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
Jeanne Coherd and Pastor Paige are working together on the planning for the play. They’d love to know if your children or
grandchildren would like to take part. Please contact Pastor Paige (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net) if you’d like to sign
your child(ren) up for the play!
The practices will be held mostly during Faith Connections and also at a couple of additional times. Here is the practice
schedule. We understand it is a busy time of year and hope that children will be able to attend as many practices as
possible.
Sunday, December 3 at 9:45 a.m. practice during Faith Connections. (If your children aren’t in the play, they will still gain
from hearing the Christmas story told in play form as the rehearsals are happening. They will also be able to participate in
the learning time. Please don’t hesitate to keep attending Faith Connections in the weeks leading to Christmas.)
Saturday, December 9 from 10:00-12:00 p.m. practice during Parents’ Day Out
Saturday, December 16 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal.
Sunday, December 17 at 9:45 a.m. practice during Faith Connections.
Saturday, December 23 from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. last practice and run-through.
Sunday, December 24 at 3:30 p.m. Arrive to prepare for the Christmas Eve Worship Service & Christmas Play.

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation)

Jenna Lilly McDuff
October 29, 2017
Please feel free to remove this insert from the body of the Reporter for ease of use and quick referencing.
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!
Youth & Family Ministry: Parents’ Day Out
Saturday, December 9 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Need to do a little shopping? Wrap your children’s gifts? Go out for lunch and reconnect with family
or friends? Reformation’s Youth & Family Ministry has a day for you: Parents’ Day Out on
Saturday, December 9. Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board, or e-mail Pastor Paige
(pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net) to let us know your children are coming. We ask for $5 per
child to help cover a pizza lunch and snacks. We look forward to having older youth help out with
the children, and we will have adults chaperoning in shifts, along with Pastor Paige. Games, crafts,
snacks, and fun are on the agenda for Parents’ Day Out again this year! (The children in the play will
also be rehearsing with Jeanne Coherd from 10:00-12:00 p.m., during Parents’ Day Out.)

Opportunities for Children and Youth Summary Calendar for December, 2017
Sunday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
Coffee & Crawlers,
8:30 a.m.
9
Parents’ Day Out, 10
am to 2 pm
Play Practice during
Parents’ Day Out,
10:00 to Noon

3
Cookies @
Santa’s House,
Downtown
Milford, 11 to 3
Play practice
during Faith
Connections, 9:45
a.m.
10

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

16
Christmas Play Dress
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. to
Noon

17
Play practice
during Faith
Connections, 9:45
a.m.
Decorate
Sanctuary for
Christmas (pizza
dinner provided)

18

19

20

21

22

23
Last play practice
and run-through,
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.

24
25
Arrive to prepare
for the Christmas
Eve Play, 3:30 p.m.

26

27

28

29

30

Christmas Eve
Worship, 4,7 & 9 pm
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