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Our Mission
Invite, Engage, Equip,
Embody
Invite our neighbors as Jesus
has invited us;
Engage in a community
of graceful discipleship;
Equip our members for growth
in faith and ministry;
Embody the love of Jesus for
the world around us.

Reformation Lutheran
Church
613 Lakeview Ave.
Milford, Delaware 19963
Phone: 302 422-9117
www.reformation-lutheran.net
Kids, Inc.
Phone: 302 422-9099
Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30am-3:00pm
Worship Services
Sept.-May
8:30am & 11:00am
Memorial Day- Labor Day
10:00am
Faith Connections
for All Ages
Sept-May
9:45am-10:45am

Our Pastors
Pastor Eric W. Evers
uly/August 2011 Pastor Paige G. Evers
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To Be Filled with Life
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10)
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Our celebration of Easter focuses our spirits on the joy
and hope that come from knowing that sin and death have been defeated. The injustices
that seem so intractable will not last forever. The burdens of loss that weigh so heavily on
us will be lifted. Even the brokenness and wrong desires that lie hidden deep in our own
hearts will be overcome with healing and forgiveness. Through the resurrected Christ, we
have a power at work in us and through us for the redemption of the world.
And yet... We may wonder, “where is that power in my life? Where is that power at work
through the whole Church to transform the world?” Another way of putting this is, “how can
I be filled with the life that Easter promises?” Well, I have a word of challenge for us on this.
Out of my own spiritual life, as well as the reading I’m doing and preaching I’m listening to, I
am coming to a deeper and deeper conviction. I expressed it at our March ReCreation
event: I believe that an important reason why we are not transformed by our life of prayer is
that we have lost the ability to be still before the Lord. I’ll put it like this to connect that to
Easter: I believe that one of the reasons why the Resurrection of Jesus does not transform
our lives is that we do not make the time to receive that gift of life in listening, receptive
prayer.
I don’t mean that we haven’t earned God’s love because we don’t pray enough. I mean that
our lives are so busy, our minds are so cluttered, our hearts are in so much motion, that we
aren’t able to stop and receive all the gifts that the Holy Spirit offers us. “Be still, and know
that I am God,” Psalm 46 tells us. When was the last time you were intentionally still and silent
Continues on Page 2
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before the Lord? Not just making intercessions and requests,
although that is good. I mean being conscious of God’s love and
presence, and silently listening for him? Yes, every Sunday we
hear his voice in the Word, have brief silences for confession
and prayer, and receive his presence in Communion. But what
about the other six days of the week? The pressures and
stresses of life constantly squeeze us. Are we creating space to
let the Holy Spirit push back on the influences of the world?
So here is my encouragement to you: block out time, even start
with just five minutes. Turn off your cell phone, tv, radio, and
computer. Be still. Ask God to speak to you. Take your Sunday
bulletin from church and read one of the lessons. And then, ask
God, “what are you saying to me through this Word?” At first, I’ll
be honest: you might not have any profound results. This is a
habit, a virtue even, that takes time to develop. But work it into
your own devotional life of prayer and reading Scripture. Ask
God to speak to you. Listen in silence. Keep at it. With practice,
it will become easier. And with time, your spirit will slow down.
Your heart will learn to hear. And the promise of Easter will be
given to you. The life of Christ will be poured into you. And your
life will become more and more of an outpost of the Kingdom of
God in our world.
In Christ,
Pastor Eric

Director, Kids, Inc.
Phone: (C) 422-9099
Email: kidsincrlc@hotmail.com
Administrative Assistant
Phone: (W) 422-9117
Email rlc.milford@gmail.com
Newsletter Editors
Email:
marvandfaith@comcast.net

The Reporter is published monthly and mailed to all member
households. The deadline for submitting material for the next issue
is the 15th day of each month. Please send, as early as possible,
your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the newsletter email address
above. The Reporter is assembled on the Monday of the last full
week of each month and mailed that week.
A full color downloadable PDF version is posted at:
www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter
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Pastor's Message Continues

SPREAD THE WORD!
Please “Like” Reformation’s Facebook page for news,
announcements, and photos of church events!
www.facebook.com/RLCmilford
Follow Reformation on Instagram with our church’s
profile: @rlcmilford
Check Twitter for tweets about what’s going on with
the hashtag #RLCMilford, or post on Facebook and tag
Reformation Lutheran Church
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The Numbers!
Birthdays and Anniversaries, April 2018*
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Gary Johnson
Sherry Brown

3

4

5

6

7

8
Donald Hannah
Sheree Talbott

9
Gladys Ouge

10
Joel Sullivan

11
Oliver Hansen

12
Grady Varney
Kathy Hubbard
Linda Webb

13

14
Mary Deeter

Kelly & Jill
Racz

Jay & Betty
Lewis

Gerald &
Beverly Crane

Michael &
Tracey Lewis

James &
Sheree
Talbott

Bob & Joan
VanGorder

Michael & Pam
Callahan

15
Michelle Bahder
William Warner

16
Charlotte Steele

17
Blake Andresen
Sophie Andresen
Raven Messick
Reagan Dodge

18
Christopher
Pope-Wilson
Leni Kuska

19

22
Ashley Gannon
Caden Davidson
Caitlin Burkett
Nathan Fleming

23
Austin Snyder

24
Thomas Collins
Alan Huffman

25

26

29
Kristin Varney

30

Emma Kuska

20
Grace McDougall

27

21
Joe & Lisa
Capece

John &
Margaret
Orsini

28

Gil & Carol
Troisi

Kenneth &
Patricia
Smeltzer

*Birthdays are in plain text, Anniversaries are centered, italic and Purple

From the Church Financial Desk:
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-March):
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:
Average Weekly Faith Connections
Financial Report (as of 2/28/2018):
Total Income:
Total Expense:
Income – Expense:

122 (121 last year)
39 ( 26 last year)

$ 72,154.49
$ 66,945.58
$ 5,208.91

Thank you to our members for your generous support! We have had an unusually strong beginning to our financial year. We encourage
you to keep this momentum going, so that our leadership can focus on growing ministry rather than on financial stress! Your gifts are
making a difference in our church and in our community. Thank you!
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Church Ministries
WELCA NEWS
WELCA Mission Statement:
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
April 5, 2018
May 3, 2018
June 7, 2018

Mark your Calendar for our Upcoming WELCA Monthly Meetings
Deborah Young ~ 1 pm
Birthday Luncheon, Rockery North, Milford at Noon
Dottie Lofland ~ Noon. Covered dish. Sign-up sheet on bulletin board across from kitchen.

WELCA Statement of Purpose:
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and
action and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world.
Engaging in Ministry and Action
The women of WELCA are collecting socks, diapers, and adult personal items to the Milford Community Center for adults
and children in need. The women bring these items to their monthly WELCA meetings. A member of WELCA is delivering
their donations to the Milford Community Center on an ongoing basis.

Opportunities for you to Serve the Lord at RLC
Fellowship Committee Reorganization

Christian Service Committee

So, how do you reorganize a committee that has been quiet for
a while? With lots of prayer and guidance from those who
have served before me!
Some of the members of the past committee have decided to
stay, they have passion for the things they have done in the
past, like Sue Owens OWNS the coffee fellowship, Mary Lu
and Susan Emory LOVE hostessing the Seder Meal, so their
passions (and mine) are fulfilled with their gifts and talents and
I thank them for the guidance they have given me on this
quest.
But we still need more volunteers to make this committee
successful! We are trying to re-ignite the Church Picnic to it’s
past glory, including a true “picnic” atmosphere, with fellowship,
food and games in the fresh air! Halleluiah!
We are also responsible for the food for Funerals and the
Congregational Meeting Pot Luck. If interested in heading up
one of these important sub-committees, please contact me. I
have 2 Funeral Chairpersons as I write this, Eleanor Gregory
and The Seth’s have agreed to Chair these positions, so I
need 1 more.
Don’t want to be in charge of organizing but would love to
volunteer to bring food, we need approximately 20 people to
fill our Food Bank, people willing to provide food for our
functions. This way, it’s not the same people always asked to
help out. Call Faith Navarro @ 302 265-2275 with questions.

Do you have a passion to help others but don’t know how
to begin? We are inviting you to begin with us!
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God’s Mission for Us
Through God’s grace, we commit ourselves as disciples
to heal hurts, to teach God’s word, to discover God’s
word, to discover God’s joys and share the light, love and
peace of Jesus Christ.
Some of our Current Ministry Projects
Milford Community Pantry
People’s Place Girls Group Home
Code Purple
Mitten Tree
Forever Angel Cards
Milford School District Homeless Children
Sober Living
Join Us at our Next Meeting
Our next meeting is April 29th, after the 11 am church
service. We usually meet in the large classroom. There’s
plenty of room for you! Stop by and check us out!
Questions? Contact Jennifer Miller @ 302 222-2734
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Church Ministries (continued)

Since Jen’s been back, the Christian Service Committee has been on FIRE!
Milford’s Homeless School Children

Forever Angel Tree Cards

According to Mr. Craig Warrington, M.A., Milford’s
Districts Liaison for Homeless Children, the children are in
need of NEW Sleeping Bags and Blankets to provide
warmth while living in hotels and cars with their families.
Some of the children need to sleep on the floor while they
are residing in hotels, as there are not enough beds to
accommodate all the people in the family.

Our Forever Angel Tree concept is simple ~ making
sure that disadvantaged folks in our community are able
to get some of the items that their fixed incomes don’t
allow them to purchase. Some of the items are not
covered by their health insurance, such as adult diapers,
etc. We have asked for donations in the past, through
our Forever Angel Tree on a limited basis, but
sometimes it is a “forgotten” campaign, so one of our
members decided to put up a small Christmas Tree in
the Narthex with Angel Cards hung on the tree as a
gentle and constant reminder. Just take the “angel” that
calls to your heart, fulfill the angel request and return
your card and angel to the box on the table with the
Angel Tree. The CSC will take care of the rest, getting
the cards into RLC member Suzanne Madanat, who has
ties to the Milford area disability candidates and place
them in the hands of those of greatest need. Thank You!

Some of their other vital needs include Tooth Brushes,
Tooth Paste, Bar Soap, Disinfectant Wipes, Baby
Wipes, as well as nutritional snacks, such as Sandwich
Crackers, Breakfast Bars and Pop Tarts.
These items will also be needed during the summer,
when the student’s do not get meals at the school. You
can place your items in the tub that is marked Donations
for Milford School District Homeless Children, in the
lobby near the Fellowship Hall. Your support is
appreciated!
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Faith Connections
Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow
You are invited to attend Faith Connections, our Sunday morning learning hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. Stay after the 8:30
a.m. worship service, or come before the 11:00 a.m. service, for Christian growth and learning. The mission of Faith
Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time.
We offer coffee and refreshments every week at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Visit with your church family, welcome
visitors, and enjoy catching up with each other. On the Sundays that we have ReCreation events at 12:15 p.m., Faith
Connections does not meet. Everyone is encouraged to attend worship and the ReCreation lunch and learning event on
ReCreation days. Since ReCreation is designed for the whole congregation, all ages, to come and learn together, we focus
on worship and ReCreation on those Sundays.

Summary of Faith Connections Groups held from 9:45-10:45 a.m.:
Everyone: Coffee, refreshments, and conversation in the Fellowship Hall.
Infants: Play with Ms. Megan in the Nursery.
Faith Connections Kids with Ms. Jeanne in the large double classroom. Preschool through 3rd Grade,
(Parents or caregivers with younger children are welcome to attend with their child).
Faith Connections Youth with Pastor Paige in the Classroom across from the Nursery. 4th through 12th
grades.
Adult Bible Study with Pastor Eric, Pastor Gordon, and Chris Antonik in the Fellowship Hall.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
The Children’s Hand Bell Choir invites children and youth to come and learn how to ring bells every Thursday from 5:306:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Please contact Neal Richard for more information.

“It’s a ZOO Out There!”
Is an entertaining family show, filled with humor, hand bells, percussion, and visual
presentations about animals, including great hits like “Crocodile Rock,” “Under the Sea,”
“Baby Elephant Walk”, and “Hakuna Matata.” Perfect for kids of ALL ages!
Reformation Lutheran Church will host the Capital Ringers, a community English hand bell
ensemble that entertains and educates concert audiences with an extensive repertoire of
rock n’ roll, patriotic, sacred and current top 40 tunes, performing on the largest set of
hand bells on the Delmarva Peninsula.
The performance at Reformation will be held on Saturday, April 21 at 7 p.m. Capital
Ringers is led by their Artistic Director, Linda Simms. Requested donations at the door, are
$15 per person; children 18 years and under are free of charge.
For more information, find Capital Ringers on the web, at www.capitalringers.org or call a
human at 302.632.1043. Hope to see you there ~ you won’t be disappointed!
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord
From the choir loft...
The wonderful tune ‘Beneath the Cross of Jesus’, often sung during Lent, was written by Elizabeth Cecilia Douglas
Clephane, who was born in Scotland in 1830 and died in 1869. The daughter of a county sheriff, she lived most of her brief
life near Edinburgh.
Though in frail health most of her life, Elizabeth found the strength to help the poor and sick in her town. She and her sister
gave all that they could spare to charity including, it is said, selling their horse and carriage for the benefit of the needy. The
townspeople of Melrose referred to Elizabeth as “the Sunbeam.”
“Beneath the cross of Jesus,” focusing on the shelter of the cross, was first published three years after the author’s death
in 1872 under the title “Breathings on the Border,” perhaps a double entendre referring to a geographical location near
Melrose, the Scottish Borders, and a reference to the border between life and death. This poem and others of hers
appeared in the Scottish Presbyterian magazine, The Family Treasury, submitted by an anonymous source, perhaps a
family member or friend. One source suggests that this hymn was written within one year of her death in 1868. British
hymnologist. J.R. Watson mentions that an editorial emendation attached to the poem by the anonymous source submitting
the poems said, these lines “express the experiences, the hopes and the longings of a young Christian lately released.”
Contained in the same collection was her famous narrative poem, “There were ninety and nine that safely lay.” Both of
these hymns were promoted by the well-known American musical evangelist and songwriter Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908),
who published them in his Sacred Songs and Solos (1873). Though Sankey composed a tune for the song entitled
CLEPHANE, the almost universal pairing is with ST. CHRISTOPHER, composed by Bristol, England, musician, Frederick C.
Maker (1844-1927).
The hymn is full of comforting, and perhaps paradoxical language, about the cross, after all, an instrument of the cruelest
torture.
C. Michael Hawn is University Distinguished Professor of Church Music, Perkins School of Theology, SMU.
Be blessed!
Gail

Ways to Pray
Prayer Chain: Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer throughout the
week. This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church. If you have a request you would like on the email prayer
chain, please contact the church office. If you would like to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors.
Sunday Worship Prayer List: The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter
publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind
the altar.
Amelia and Family
Betty
June Breitfeller
Linda Caccamise
Elyse Cillage
Dakota Cousins
David
Madi Dodge
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Zach Emory
Patty Eustis
Kimberly Finch
Ray Gannon
Kevin Gruwell
Pam Gruwell
The Hill Family
Jay

Jessica
Gregg Knepp
Morris Little
Janet Lonergan
Pastor Helen McFadden
Rose Nailor
Pastor John Ranney
Bonnie Russell

Sandra
Lisa Tisch
Pat Venett
Lillian Willey
Jill Young

Page 7

ReCreation News

Come learn about “Praying to be Healed” on
April 22 at ReCreation

We have eight ReCreation events every year and we only have two more before this school year
ends. The theme for this year is “Teach Us to Pray.” At ReCreation, we share a meal that is
provided for you and then dive into an experience of learning and growth related to prayer and our
life with God.
At our March ReCreation event, we shared a delicious meal of pulled pork, Sloppy Joes, hot dogs,
salad, coleslaw, and dessert. After that satisfying lunch, we talked about distractions and other
“noises” in our lives that keep us from listening for God’s voice when we pray. Participants were
invited to go to one of three stations for an experience of contemplative prayer: praying with a verse
or phrase in mind in the midst of silence, praying with a Bible passage, and praying with coloring
pages and artistic expression. Those who attended were able to take home a coloring page as well as
directions for experiencing the other kinds of contemplative prayer. If you missed the event and
would like this helpful handout, please contact Pastor Paige.
Our next ReCreation event will be on April 22 at 12:15 p.m. The theme will be “Praying to be
Healed.” We’ll look at a number of Bible stories about Jesus’ healing miracles, and possibly healing
stories from the Old Testament as well. We’ll talk about what happens when immediate cures don’t
happen, and how our faith relates to physical healing. Bring your questions, life stories, and curiosity
to our April event. We look forward to seeing you!
Our “Teach Us to Pray” ReCreation lunch and learning events are for families and singles, kids,
young adults, and seniors. Lunch is provided, and you can enjoy fellowship as you sit and eat with
members of your church family. Come and grow in your faith as we discover together how we can
deepen our prayer lives.
If you sense that God is calling you to serve as a team member to plan or host future ReCreation
events, please contact a Core Team member: Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Marv
Navarro, Kristin Schlegel, Barbara Seth, Pastor Paige, and Pastor Eric.
We hope you will make a commitment to coming to ReCreation and growing in your prayer life
alongside your friends in Christ on April 22. We look forward to seeing you at ReCreation!

ReCreation 2017-2018 “Teach Us to Pray”
April 22: Praying to Be Healed
May 20: Prayer on the Go
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!

Welcome to the Lord’s Table, First Holy Communion Students!
The following students received Jesus’ body and blood in the bread and wine for the first
time on March 25: Soren Evers, Caroline Holston, Savannah Konesey, Noah McDougall,
Emerick Miller, Maureen O’Neill, and Hannah O’Neill. We are delighted to celebrate this
important milestone with these students and their families!

Acolyte Training Coming in April

Confirmation Lunch & Learning Event

Acolytes are an extremely important part of our

On Sunday, April 15, our Confirmation-aged

worship service. Being an acolyte is also a great

students and families will meet after the

way for children and youth to give back to their
church family and their community. On Sunday,
April 22 at 9:45 a.m., children and their parents
are invited to come and learn how to serve as an
acolyte. Their parents will also learn about the

11:00 worship service in the Fellowship Hall
for a pizza lunch and learning time. Pastor
Eric and Pastor Paige look forward to
continuing our discussions together on the

scheduling process, so their family’s service can fit

Small Catechism, the Bible, and how we live

their needs. Neal Richard and Pastor Paige will be

out our faith in daily life. Families of 6th-9th

offering the training. April 22 is a ReCreation day,

graders also attend ReCreation events and

so we do not have Faith Connections during the
9:45 a.m. hour. Come and learn how to be an acolyte
instead! If you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Paige, pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net.

Youth & Family Ministry:
Pizza & Game Night
Youth in grades 4-12 are invited to come for
pizza and board games on Friday night, April
20 at 6:00 p.m. Bring a favorite game, enjoy
pizza and snacks, and play games with your
friends at church! Please contact Pastor
Paige to sign up or with any questions:
pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net.

participate in service projects as part of
the Confirmation curriculum at Reformation
Lutheran Church.

You are Invited to Coffee &
Crawlers on April 21
Parents with children in preschool and
younger are invited to “Coffee & Crawlers”
on Saturday, April 21 at 8:30 a.m.
Coffee & Crawlers meets one Saturday
morning a month for playtime and
conversation for the young children and
parents. Friends are welcome, so feel free
to invite new families to attend with you!
Please contact Pastor Paige with any
questions. (pr.paige@reformationlutheran.net).
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!
Vacation Bible School: Registration Opens in April!
Reformation is excited to host Vacation Bible School from June 25-29 from 9 a.m. to noon.
This year’s theme is “Shipwrecked: Rescued By Jesus.” We will experience God’s love at VBS
and have fun exploring the Bible together. Please add VBS week to your summer calendar and
begin inviting friends, neighbors, and grandchildren to attend! The age range for VBS is from
children who are entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2018, through children who have
completed 5th grade. Registration is available online through our website: www.reformationlutheran.net.
There are also several ways to help with VBS, from leading a workshop to shepherding a group
of children from station to station, to checking in students each morning. If you’d like to help
during VBS, please contact Pastor Paige Evers (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net). Pastor
Paige and Mary Lu Wilson, Kids’ Inc. Director, are coordinating VBS for Reformation members,
Kids’ Inc. students, and children from the community.

Opportunities for Children and Youth Summary Calendar for April, 2018
Sunday
1

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
16
Confirmation
@12:15 pm

17

18

19

22

24

25

26

20
21
Youth Pizza & Coffee & Crawlers
Game Night
@ 8:30 am
@ 6:00 pm
27
28

Easter
Sunday
Worship,
8:30 & 11:00
Faith
Connections

@ 9:45 am

8

23

Acolyte
Training
@ 9:45
Recreation
@ 12:15
29
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