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Our Mission
Invite, Engage, Equip,
Embody
Invite our neighbors as Jesus
has invited us;
Engage in a community
of graceful discipleship;
Equip our members for growth
in faith and ministry;
Embody the love of Jesus for
the world around us.

Reformation Lutheran
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613 Lakeview Ave.
Milford, Delaware 19963
Phone: 302 422-9117
www.reformation-lutheran.net
Kids, Inc.
Phone: 302 422-9099
Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30am-3:00pm
Worship Services
Sept.-May
8:30am & 11:00am
Memorial Day- Labor Day
10:00am
Faith Connections
for All Ages
Sept-May
9:45am-10:45am

Our Pastors
Pastor Eric W. Evers
uly/August 2011 Pastor Paige G. Evers
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Come, Holy Spirit
Dear Friends in Christ,
“When the day of Pentecost came, [all the believers] were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting” (Acts 2:1). This year, the day of Pentecost is May 20. It’s a day to celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit’s ongoing presence with us. The month of May also marks
a change to the summer schedule. We will have one worship service at 10:00 a.m. beginning on
May 27. I hope you will continue to make worship a priority even if your personal schedule or pace
of life change in the summer, so you can stay connected to Jesus and the Reformation community.
When the Holy Spirit came to the believers, tongues of fire hovered over them and they could speak
in all different languages. The Spirit lit the fire of faith in them. Peter explained how everything was
different now that God had raised Jesus from the dead, and now that the promised Holy Spirit had
been poured out on them.
Recently, Pastor Eric and I attended a meeting for Delmarva clergy with our Bishop, Bill Gohl.
Bishop Gohl gave us the hopeful message that he sees the churches in the Delaware-Maryland
Synod being in a “Pentecost moment.” The Spirit is at work across our Synod. That got me
reflecting on Pentecost moments I’ve been privileged to witness at Reformation during this school
year that is about to end.
Picture these moments in your mind:
As a closing prayer at ReCreation, children, youth and adults passed a ball of yarn from one
person to another. As the yarn was tossed across the table, each person said a prayer aloud for the
person they were throwing the yarn to. The crisscrossing yarn throughout the Fellowship Hall knit
together the participants of all ages in prayer.

At our annual Easter Egg Hunt, 15 youth and adults prepared the event for the community.
The efforts and leadership of our youth impressed me. It was wonderful to see Reformation
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Pastor's Message Continues
folks of all ages enjoying working on this service project
together. One family from the community told me they came to
our Egg Hunt last year and returned this year “because
everyone was so nice here and our kids felt so welcome.”
Seven young people received First Holy Communion on Palm
Sunday, and most of them attended Acolyte Training a month
later to see what is involved in serving in worship as an Acolyte.
One Saturday morning a month, Coffee & Crawlers makes the
Narthex a lively place filled with toys, laughter, and parents
talking and sharing about life with little ones. I share a Bible
Story from the Spark Bible we give all baptized children so they
can hear God’s word in a way that speaks most clearly to them.
At the end of our April ReCreation event, four Healing Prayer
Ministers prayed with people one-on-one. During the event, we shared
stories of faith and healing, and life and hope. Offering Healing Prayer
in the midst of all ages in the Fellowship Hall was a powerful
experience for everyone who received prayer, and for those who
witnessed the willingness of their friends in Christ to ask for prayer.
We are blessed to regularly have visitors in worship. It is a Pentecost
moment when you take the time to go over to the new person, warmly
welcome them, find out his or her name, and offer them hospitality.
That could look like helping them follow along in the bulletin, inviting
them to stay for ReCreation, or bending down and saying hello to
children. When we offer our heart-felt welcome to a newcomer, we
share the love of Jesus.
There are many more Pentecost moments at Reformation. The wind
of the Holy Spirit is blowing through our church and empowering us to
love and serve others. Be on the lookout for Pentecost moments:
moments when you experience God’s grace in a new way, or when
you feel stirred to deeper faith, or when you are given the words to
share the gospel with confidence and joy. I look forward to celebrating
Pentecost with you on May 20. I look forward to seeing how the Holy
Spirit will lead and guide us in faith and life, as we follow the risen
Jesus together.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Paige
SPREAD THE WORD!
Please “Like” Reformation’s Facebook page for news,
announcements, and photos of church events!
www.facebook.com/RLCmilford
Follow Reformation on Instagram with our church’s profile:
@rlcmilford
Check Twitter for tweets about what’s going on with the
hashtag #RLCMilford, or post on Facebook and tag
Reformation Lutheran Church
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The Numbers!
Birthdays and Anniversaries, May 2018*
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Linda Gregory Lee

6

7

8

Dominic Ortiz
Zoey Taylor
Joseph & Tara
Prichett

13
Michael Nauman

20
Maynard Gregory
Tom Mehl

21

27
Kris Wilson

9

15
Heather Snyder
Curt & Becky
Hudson
Rich & June
Steenland

3

22

28
Audrey Venett

Saturday

4

11

17

30

19
Nicole Wilson
Zach Emory

24
Pat Nilsson

Wes & Kristin
Smith

12

18

Starr Fioca
Kevin Gruwell
Tristan & Kelley
Taylor

Drew Fox
Stephen Fox

5

Bob Hermann
Emmerson Smith

Becca Guyer

23

29

Faith Navarro

10

16
Matt Oldland

Barbara Seth
Sandie Simmons
Marv & Faith
Navarro

Devon Schlegel

Mary Currie
Bill & Sharon
Donlin

Friday

Sherry Titherington

14
Tristan Taylor

2

Adam Seth

Thursday

25

26

Ashley Snyder
Kirk Ranney
Helene Reed
Josephine Schaeffer
Brad & Emily
McDougall

31
Jan Steele
Amara Venett
Dan & Florence
McGinniss

*Birthdays are in plain text, Anniversaries are bold, centered, italic and red.

From the Church Financial Desk:
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-April):
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:
Average Weekly Faith Connections

136 (132 last year)
35 ( 25 last year)

Maundy Thursday Attendance:
Good Friday Attendance:
Easter Sunday Attendance:

52 (54 last year)
23 noon, 64 evening, 87 total (16 and 63, 79 total last year)
254 (242 last year)

Our Sunday worship attendance has been strong this year, and while Maundy Thursday’s attendance was roughly the same as last
year’s, both Good Friday and Easter Sunday saw significant “bumps” of 10% and 5%, respectively. Mid-week attendance in Lent was
also increased with the Evening Prayer services.
Financial Report (as of 3/30/18):
Total Income:
$120,424.69
Total Expense:
$112,941.22
Income – Expense:
$ 7,483.47
Benevolence Sent:
$ 3,250.00
These are encouraging numbers! They show a strong financial position before Easter, when traditionally, we rely on Easter offerings to get us “back into the black.”
Kids, Inc. is managing income and expenses very well, and our offering numbers are well ahead of 2017’s. “Benevolence sent” also shows the amount we have
sent to the DE-MD Synod so far this year (we usually send it quarterly) as mission support. This funds the vital work of our synod and is very important to our life

as part of something bigger than just our local church. Every gift marked as “benevolence” is passed on to the DE-MD Synod. Thank you for your
generous support!
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Church Ministries
WELCA NEWS
WELCA Mission Statement:
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
May 3, 2018
June 7, 2018

Mark your Calendar for our Upcoming WELCA Monthly Meetings
Birthday Luncheon, Rockery North, Milford at Noon
Dottie Lofland ~ Noon. Covered dish. Sign-up sheet on bulletin board across from kitchen.
WELCA Delmarva South Cluster Spring Gathering
“Here I am Lord”
Saturday, April 14, 2018

The Reformation WELCA women hosted the Delmarva South Cluster Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 14 th, in the
church Sanctuary. Approximately 25 women representing the Delmarva Cluster attended the gathering. Pam Estes,
Coordinator of the Delmarva South Cluster, opened the session at approximately 10 a.m. The new Delmarva South Cluster
Banner, quilted by Leslie Wendorf of Saint Peter’s Lutheran of Ocean City, MD, was presented to the Cluster. It was
gorgeous! Linda Chinnia, from one of the Maryland Cluster churches, gave a moving and emotional speech, “Here I am
Lord”. Attendees sang the hymn, “Here I am Lord”, to close the program. The luncheon, hosted by the Reformation
Lutheran Church WELCA women, was served in the Fellowship Hall, all decked out in spring colors. The fare was a version
of a High Tea, consisting of finger sandwiches, tea, coffee, cold drinks and scrumptious petite desserts, all made by the
RLC WELCA women. It was a very moving and successful Spring Gathering, enjoyed by all. Plan on attending with us, next
year!

Holy Baptism Announcement

Reformation Lutheran Church Welcomes
Moya Adeline Schlegel
Daughter of Devon & Annecie Schlegel
April 22, 2018
Milford School Districts Homeless Children’s Update
The Christian Service Committee would like to Thank Reformation Lutheran Church’s congregation for your
continued donations for the Milford School Districts Homeless Children!
Care items still needed are Bar Soap, Toothpaste, Chapstick, and Wipes. Children who are homeless sometimes
have no running water at their disposal, so the wipes are extremely important for sanitary purposes. Food,
especially non-perishable food, is needed, such as nutritional Breakfast Bars, Pop Tarts and Sandwich Crackers.
The school children also need Sleeping Bags and Blankets to provide warmth while living in hotel rooms and cars.
These items are needed year round.
You can place your items in the tote marked Donations for Milford School District Homeless Children located in the
Narthex.
Thank You!
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Faith Connections
Congregational Service Project at Killens Pond State Park
With spring coming at long last, on Saturday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m. the Youth & Family Ministry will be doing a service
project for the whole congregation to participate in at Killens Pond State Park. It will be a great opportunity to give back
to our beautiful state parks and to care for God’s creation! All ages are invited to come and help spruce up the Picnic
Areas for the season. Younger folks can rake leaves and move sticks to wooded areas. Older youth and adults will be given
tools to repair and shore up the picnic tables. The Volunteer Coordinator at Killens Pond will be providing tools and gloves.
Please contact Pastor Paige to sign up for this service project, or with any questions: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net.

Vacation Bible School: Registration is Open!

Reformation is excited to host Vacation Bible School from June 25-29 from 9 a.m. to noon. This year’s
theme is “Shipwrecked: Rescued By Jesus.” We will experience God’s love at VBS and have fun exploring
the Bible together. Please add VBS week to your summer calendar and begin inviting friends,
neighbors, and grandchildren to attend! The age range for VBS is from children who are entering
Kindergarten in the fall of 2018, through children who have completed 5th grade. Registration is available
online through our website: http://reformation-lutheran.net/vbsreg/.
There will be a meeting for VBS volunteers on Sunday, June 3 after the 11 a.m. worship service.
There are several ways to help with VBS, from leading a workshop to shepherding a group of
children from station to station, to checking in students each morning. If you’d like to help during
VBS, please contact Pastor Paige Evers (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net). Pastor Paige and
Mary Lu Wilson, Kids’ Inc. Director, are coordinating VBS for Reformation members, Kids’ Inc.
students, and children from the community.

Every Penny Counts
The Christian Service Committee will be collecting spare change!
Every Sunday this May, the Service Committee is asking you to consider leaving the spare change that builds up in your
pocket or purse in a glass container we will have set up in the Narthex. At the end of the month all the change collected
will be donated to the Milford Peoples Place. The money we raise will go towards sheltering and counseling for
woman and children escaping domestic violence, transportation for local Veterans to the VA hospital and meals for
families at the local shelters.
With your change, we are hoping to make a change for others in need!
Great family project! Get your kids involved in this easy service project for helping others!
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Faith Connections
Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow
You are invited to attend Faith Connections, our Sunday morning learning hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. Stay after the 8:30
a.m. worship service or come before the 11:00 a.m. service for Christian growth and learning. As a part of Faith
Connections, we offer coffee and refreshments at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Visit with your church family, welcome
visitors, and enjoy catching up with each other before the learning time begins.
The mission of Faith Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time. Since we will
begin the summer worship schedule this month, Faith Connections will meet May 6 and 13. May 20 is ReCreation. On the
Sundays that we have ReCreation events at 12:15 p.m., Faith Connections does not meet. Everyone is encouraged to
attend worship and the ReCreation lunch and learning event on ReCreation days. Since ReCreation is designed for the
whole congregation, all ages, to come and learn together, we focus on worship and ReCreation on those Sundays.
The summer worship schedule begins on May 27.

Benevolence Giving
Did you ever have questions about where your money goes when you send in benevolence gifts? Did you ever think about
what programs are funded through these gifts? To begin with, when you put Benevolence Gifts into the collection plate
here at RLC, the funds are counted and sent quarterly to the DE-MD Synod, as mission support. These gifts fund the vital
work of our synod and is very important to our life as part of something bigger than just our local church. Last year, YOU, as
a congregation, sent through your generous gifts, $14, 822.50 worth, to help support the synods programs. On March 30,
2018, YOU received a Thank You note from Karen Kretchmann, Associate for Generosity of the Delaware-Maryland
Synod, ELCA, thanking YOU, our congregation, for your generosity and support.
The Delaware -Maryland Generosity Team Vision is simply put ~ “As interrelated communities of faith called to Christ
centered living, we celebrate God’s grace by abundantly sharing our blessings and gifts locally and globally.” So,
where exactly, does your money go? Let me share a sampling with you:
 Lutheran Youth Organization, mentoring over 65 youth leaders, seeking to discover their God-given gifts and
sharpen their skills for service in our synod, their own congregation and surrounding community.
 Over 700 youth and leaders in our Synod Youth Events spent time at camp Mar-Lu-Ridge, experiencing God in
nature.
 Most exciting was the work vetting and getting approval of five new mission starts, including three ethnic specific
ministries touching new communities from Asia and West Africa, plus the work being done in our conferences to
bring congregations together in missional conversations to discern partnership ministry.
 We supported five thriving Campus Ministry sites across our synod, assuring faith connections for young adults in
our church. Through service learning, student lead ministry, campus bible studies with meals and mission trips
across the larger church, students at Towson, UMBC, Morgan State, UD and College Park continue to grow and
find a life with Christ.
 Our Bishop and incredible staff, continuing to partner with our many congregations, some in transitions, and others
seeking vitality, to equip and empower lay leaders, to seek out and share best practices in stewardship, leadership,
evangelism, mission development, and so much more.
 You sustained strong guidance bringing together members throughout our synod to address issues of race, hunger,
care for creation, incarceration, health, inclusion and community empowerment.
This is just a sampling of where your gifts go, to sustain the work of the Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA. Be proud of your
engagement in these great works. Without you, these and other works would not continue to flourish.
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord
From the choir loft...
"Lutheranism, following the practices and teachings of Martin Luther, redefined worship and birthed a new style of church
music that had never been seen up until this point: the entire congregation was finally able to sing their praises to God, not
just a chorus or a cantor, but the whole church, from pastor to peasant, all were able to use their voices to glorify God in a
language everyone could speak and understand. This was a pivotal moment in not only church and music history, but
history as a whole. The echoes from this period can still be heard today resounding all over the world in the innumerable
protestant churches preaching God’s word, and in the voices of millions singing His praises in their own diverse and varied
vernacular languages.
Although Luther wanted to break away from the Catholic Church, some persisted in this early era of the Lutheran church. In
a famous quote from Luther, he preaches, “Music is God’s greatest gift. It has often so stimulated and stirred me that I felt
the desire to preach.” This powerful feeling was instilled in him during his time in monasteries and friaries associated with
the Catholic Church, so it is no surprise that Luther did not want to change every tradition associated with his former
teachers and leaders. He would instead incorporate traditions from the old ways with new traditions to make a new and
exciting amalgamation of the two that was easily accessible by long time Catholics and newly converted “Lutherans” alike.
Luther realized if his members quibbled over little matters such as Mass order or types of hymns sung, people would
become divided and their hearts and minds would be taken away from God and placed on worldly things that have little
importance."
Be blessed!
Gail
(excerpt from 'Martin Luther and Early Reformation Church Music', by Daniel Sabzghabaei)

Ways to Pray
Prayer Chain: Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer throughout the
week. This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church. If you have a request you would like on the email prayer
chain, please contact the church office. If you would like to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors.
Sunday Worship Prayer List: The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter
publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind
the altar.
Amelia and Family
Betty
June Breitfeller
Linda Caccamise
Elyse Cillage
Dakota Cousins
David
Madi Dodge
Zach Emory
Patty Eustis
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Kimberly Finch
Ray Gannon
Kevin Gruwell
Pam Gruwell
The Hill Family
Jay
Jessica
Gregg Knepp
Morris Little
Janet Lonergan

Pastor Helen McFadden
Rose Nailor
Pastor John Ranney
Robert and Becky Reed
Bonnie Russell
Sandra
Lisa Tisch
Pat Venett
Lillian Willey
Jill Young
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ReCreation News
Come learn about
“Prayer on the Go”
on May 20 at ReCreation

There is only one more ReCreation event before this school year ends! The theme for this year is
“Teach Us to Pray.” At ReCreation, we share a meal that is provided and then dive into an
experience of learning and growth related to prayer and our life with God.
At our April ReCreation event, we enjoyed a delicious pizza lunch with antipasti, salad and dessert.
Dessert included cookies, brownies, and two decorated cakes! There was an intergenerational group
of food providers, servers, and helpers. The hearty meal was enjoyed by all.
After lunch and lots of conversation at each table, we shared our experiences with prayer and
healing. Pastor Paige described the broad definition of healing we were using for the event. The
need for physical healing, emotional healing, and healing in relationships are all reasons to pray.
Pastor Eric discussed the difference between healing and cure. It is possible to have healing happen
without a medical cure. Lee Clarke led a discussion of healing stories and Psalms from the Old
Testament. Joyce Nauman shared a personal story about the power of spontaneous prayer and
invited participants to share their healing stories with the large group.
The children and youth attending the April event made thank you cards for their health care
providers, from pediatricians to school nurses and school counselors. The event ended with an
opportunity for people to receive healing prayer from one of four healing prayer ministers.
Our next ReCreation event will be on May 20 at 12:15 p.m. The theme will be “Prayer on the Go.”
With summer and travel coming up soon, we’ll look at how we can keep our prayer life active even
when we are on the go. Come for some practical ideas for growing in prayer in new settings and as a
part of summer adventures. We look forward to seeing you at ReCreation!
ReCreation lunch and learning events are for families and singles, kids, young adults, and seniors.
Lunch is provided, and you can enjoy fellowship as you sit and eat with members of your church
family. Come and grow in your faith as we discover together how we can deepen our prayer lives.
If you have any questions about ReCreation, please contact a Core Team member: Karen Oldland—
Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Pat Kost, Marv Navarro, Kristin Schlegel, Pastor Paige, and Pastor
Eric. Barbara Seth also served on the Core Team this year, and we are thankful for her creative ideas,
input, and support for ReCreation!
We look forward to seeing you at ReCreation on May 20!

ReCreation 2017-2018 “Teach Us to Pray”
May 20: Prayer on the Go
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!

You are Invited to Coffee & Crawlers on May 5
Parents with children in preschool and younger are invited to “Coffee & Crawlers” on Saturday,
May 5 at 8:30 a.m. Coffee & Crawlers meets one Saturday morning a month for playtime and
conversation for the young children and parents. Friends are welcome, so feel free to invite new
families to attend with you! Please contact Pastor Paige with any questions.
(pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net).

Vacation Bible School: Registration is Open!

Reformation is excited to host Vacation Bible School from June 25-29 from 9 a.m. to noon. This year’s
theme is “Shipwrecked: Rescued By Jesus.” We will experience God’s love at VBS and have fun exploring
the Bible together. Please add VBS week to your summer calendar and begin inviting friends, neighbors,
and grandchildren to attend! The age range for VBS is from children who are entering Kindergarten in
the fall of 2018, through children who have completed 5th grade. Registration is available online through
our website: http://reformation-lutheran.net/vbsreg/.
There will be a meeting for VBS volunteers on Sunday, June 3 after the 11 a.m. worship service. There
are several ways to help with VBS, from leading a workshop to shepherding a group of children from
station to station, to checking in students each morning. If you’d like to help during VBS, please contact
Pastor Paige Evers (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net). Pastor Paige and Mary Lu Wilson, Kids’ Inc.
Director, are coordinating VBS for Reformation members, Kids’ Inc. students, and children from the
community.

Children’s Handbell Choir
The Children’s Handbell Choir invites children and youth to come and learn how to ring bells
every Thursday from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Please contact Neal Richard for more
information.
The Reporter – May 2018
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth!
Congregational Service Project at Killens Pond State Park

With spring coming at long last, on Saturday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m. the Youth & Family Ministry
will be doing a service project for the whole congregation to participate in at Killens Pond State
Park. It will be a great opportunity to give back to our beautiful state parks and to care for
God’s creation! All ages are invited to come and help spruce up the Picnic Areas for the season.
Younger folks can rake leaves and move sticks to wooded areas. Older youth and adults will be
given tools to repair and shore up the picnic tables. The Volunteer Coordinator at Killens Pond
will be providing tools and gloves. Please contact Pastor Paige to sign up for this service project,
or with any questions: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net.

Opportunities for Children and Youth Summary Calendar for May, 2018
Sunday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1

2

3

Friday
4

Children’s
Handbells,

7

8

10

9

11

Children’s
Handbells,

14

15

16

18

19

25

26

Children’s
Handbells,

Last Faith
Connections hour
for this school
year, 9:45 am
Presentation of
Senior Quilt, 11:00
am Worship

20

17

12
Congregational Service
Project, Killens State
Pond Park, 10:00 am

5:30 – 6:15 pm

13

5
Coffee & Crawlers, 8:30
am

5:30 – 6:15 pm

6

Saturday

5:30 – 6:15 pm

21

22

24

23
Children’s
Handbells,

ReCreation,
12:15 pm

5:30 – 6:15 pm

27

28

29

30

31

Worship Service
@ 10 am. Summer
Schedule
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