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Selected Key Issues for Policy Makers: 

• There is a clear correlation between knowledge and support … 

• Public opinion on  nuclear energy seems to  change slowly and is not normally volatile … 
dramatic events can cause a rapid drop in public support, which recovers slowly. 

• There are large sections of the public with no firm views for or against nuclear energy …  the 
attitudes of this middle ground will be critical. 

• When the climate change benefits of nuclear energy are explained, the  support for nuclear 
energy … increases significantly. … if the radioactive waste disposal issue was satisfactorily 
resolved, support would again significantly increase. 

• The public gains most of its information on nuclear energy from the media, and that 
scientists are the most trusted group while national governments in general are less trusted.  



WHY THE NATIONAL ACADEMY? 

• Most scientists are government employees or receive some government funding in their day job 

• A national academy is an organizational body, usually operating with some state financial support and 
approval, that co-ordinates scholarly research activities and standards for academic disciplines, most 
frequently in the sciences but also the humanities. The extent of official recognition of national 
academies varies between countries. cf. NAS (US), Royal Society (UK), CAS (PRC) 

• General consensus  amongst learned academies that national academies need to adhere to certain 
criteria: 

• The fellowship is elected, on the basis of excellence, by existing fellows 

• The number of fellows is restricted either to a total number 

• The governance of the academy is democratic and “bottom up”. The fellowship is the ultimate source of the 
academy’s authority 

• The academy is independent of government, industry and professional associations. Most, if not all, academies 
derive some financial support from some or all of these other organizations but this support needs to be given 
in a manner that does not compromise the academy’s independence. 





“If the Government does change its present policies on nuclear energy, the Royal Society 
believes that plans to build any new nuclear power stations must be accompanied by a strategy 
for dealing with the long-term storage and disposal of the radioactive waste that they will 
produce.  









http://snas.org.sg/ 

Singapore Association for the Advancement of Science (SAAS) 
Institute of Physics Singapore (IPS) 
Singapore National Institute of Chemistry (SNIC) 
Singapore Institute of Biology (SIBiol) 
Singapore Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (SSBMB) 
Singapore Society for Microbiology and Biotechnology (SSMB) 
Singapore Mathematical Society (SMS) 
Singapore Institute of Statistics (SIS) 
Science Teachers Association of Singapore (STAS) 
Materials Research Society Singapore (MRSS) 

http://snas.org.sg/
http://snas.org.sg/members/saas
http://snas.org.sg/members/ips
http://snas.org.sg/members/snic
http://snas.org.sg/members/sibiol
http://snas.org.sg/members/sibiol
http://snas.org.sg/members/sibiol
http://snas.org.sg/members/ssbmb
http://snas.org.sg/members/ssmb
http://snas.org.sg/members/sms
http://snas.org.sg/members/sis
http://snas.org.sg/members/stas
https://sgnas.squarespace.com/config


THE ROLE OF SNAS IN NUCLEAR ENERGY POLICY IN 
SINGAPORE 

• SNAS needs to build expertise on nuclear energy and related policy matters, 
e.g. leverage expertise in SNAS Fellows and constituent societies 

• SNAS needs to engage in active research in nuclear energy policy, e.g. MTI 
Nuclear Policy Research Programme (NPRP) 

• SNAS needs to engage nuclear experts in Singapore and internationally to 
study nuclear energy issues in the Singapore context 

• SNAS needs to publish policy papers, briefs, statements; be involved in public 
education and discourse; and build trust with government 

 


