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INTRODUCTION
Manual of Section Exhibition

This traveling exhibit featuring Manual of Section
(Princeton Architectural Press 2016) exploits the differences
between an exhibition and a book. Rather than one copy, 64
copies of the book are put on display. Each is open to one of
the cross-sections in the book, and is held and illuminated
by its own stand. The assembly of stands is arranged from
left to right unfolding the sequence of the book into the
space of the gallery, with each book clipped to the next
for stability. Designed and fabricated by Lewis.Tsurumaki.
Lewis (LTL Architects), the displays are comprised of 704
parts and 896 pieces of hardware, which reflect the interest
in detail and assembly within the drawings themselves. The
exhibit is designed for universities and other academic and
cultural venues and is available for reservation.

Manual of Section (Book)

Manual of Section is the first comprehensive book on a
fundamental architecture drawing type, an analysis of what
it is and what it does. Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis foreground
the section not only as a representational technique, ripe
with the ability to demonstrate structure, interior space,
and form, but also as a key locus of design invention. If
the plan absorbs much architectural interest, serving as
a means to control function, organization and movement,
LTL argues that the section is the critical means for
engaging social, environmental, and material questions.
Designing and thinking through section establishes a
relationship among architectural form, interior space,
and site where the consequences of scale are tangible
and visceral. As a cut into that which cannot be seen, the
section embodies and reveals territories for architectural
experimentation and exploration. Sections provide a
unique form of knowledge, one that by necessity shifts the
emphasis from image to performance, from surface to the
intersection of structure and materiality that comprises
the tectonic logic of architecture. An introductory essay
explicates a typology of section as well as excerpts from
a history of section. The body of the book is 63 detailed,
cross-section perspectives of buildings that are key to the
history of section in contemporary architecture. Conceived
as a form of architectural scholarship based on drawings
and not primarily texts, these were largely produced by
archival research which, paradoxically, attempts to produce
a comprehensive representation of that which cannot be
seen or verified. Although inherently incomplete these
drawings present an approach to analysis that is not
based on reductive, dematerialized diagrams but rather
a representational technique that foregrounds a more
comprehensive complexity as the basis of architectural
merit; where the abstraction of the section cut intersects
with the inhabitation embodied by the perspective.
Released on August 23, 2016, the book sold-out on Amazon
within its first day.
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EXHIBITION DETAILS
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Available in the ‘17-‘18 Academic Year
The traveling exhibition is available for reserving in the
coming academic year for flexible durations of 2 weeks to
8 weeks. The exhibit comprising of 64 bookstands can be
composed to fit various spaces in a dynamic configuration.
It takes approximately two days to install the exhibit with
the help of 4 - 5 people.

26’6”
15”

Horizontal Units

22’9”
11”

Vertical Units

36’5”

Complete Installation Manual
•

•
•
•
•
•

64 custom-designed book stands with LED lights
Each approx. 1 1/3’ x 2’ x 6’ (W x L x H)
Dimensions include the 64 Manual of Section 		
copies mounted (opened book dimensions: 15” x 11”)
15 LTL project posters: each 36” x 52” (W x H)
1 ‘LTL in section’ text poster 52” x 36” (W x H)
1 Introduction poster: 44” x 36” (W x H)
2 ‘Section type’ text posters: each 90” x 36” (W x H)
PDF slides describing the creation process of the
drawings (need projector or monitor)

EXHIBITION APPL

John Hartell Galle

PART 6: GALLERY LAYOUT

Costs

Flat rate total: $3,000
- Shipping: $500
- 64 copies of Manual of Section for exhibition: $1,050
- LTL staff travel and install: $1,450
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Ohio State University Knowlton School of Architecture
University of Michigan Taubman College of Architecture
and Urban Planning
University of Virginia School of Architecture
Architecture + Design Museum, Los Angeles
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Elissa Palmer
elissa@ltlarchitects.com

227 W 29th Street, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10001
212.505.5955
www. LTLarchitects.com
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