mother's day

Voices in Time
Local business helps families record a
loved one’s favorite life stories

A

story and photos BY ANNE BLANKENBILLER

t 86 years old, Ann Schmidt has
seen and experienced a great deal
in her life.
“Mom has lots of stories,” says
Schmidt’s daughter, Theresa Curtis, “and
we’ve heard them over the years.”
Curtis and her siblings cherish those stories of when their mother was a child, a
newly married woman and a young mother.
They didn’t want to lose this part of their
family history.
Judy Shutts, owner of Voices in Time,
was able to capture these priceless memories and preserve them for generations to
come.
Voices in Time is a Lincoln company that
helps families save treasured memories
and stories through professional audio recording sessions.
Shutts started Voices in Time in September 2011. Her background includes 22
years of recruiting, interviewing and counseling students at the University of Nebraska, as well as freelance writing.
“I have an interest in family history and
journalism,” says Shutts. She is fascinated
by the life stories that people share.
Shutts often hears people’s regrets that
they wish they had documented their
grandfather’s great stories or that they could
hear their mother’s voice one more time.
“I try to capture those stories before they
become regrets,” she says.
How it works
When a family or individual contacts
Voices in Time to schedule a recording session with a loved one, Shutts helps them
prepare in advance by gathering biographical and other family history information. She
guides the family in pinpointing suggested
topics or specific life events to discuss during the recording.
Shutts wants individuals sharing their life
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stories to be as comfortable as possible, so
on the day of the audio recording session,
she sets up her equipment in the comfort
of her clients’ own homes.
As the facilitator, Shutts operates the
equipment, monitors the recording quality
and helps put everyone at ease. She leads
the interview to draw out those special details of a story, or she can guide the process
for a family member to do the interviewing.
Sometimes people have a preconceived
notion of what they want to hear about,
and sometimes she is able to lead a discussion to other areas and uncover stories their
families haven’t heard.
A typical session is 60-90 minutes, although additional recording time and sessions can be arranged. Long-distance audio
Skype sessions are also available.
Following a session, Shutts edits the recording to remove her own voice, long
pauses, repetition and breaks.
Families can either choose to have their
completed recording on a CD with a personalized case, or it can be placed online
where family and friends can listen. The online version is password-protected and includes an interactive guest book where
visitors can add their own memories.
In addition to one-on-one recording sessions, Shutts offers audio tributes at special
occasions such as weddings, funerals, retirement celebrations and landmark birthdays.
Voices in Time sets up recording equipment
at the gathering and guides guests through
the recording process.
Preserving a voice
Shutts believes that an audio recording
is one of the most intimate and powerful
gifts someone can leave behind.
A recording captures emotions that written stories cannot, such as laughter and
sadness. “There is nothing better than hear-

ing a story in
your loved
one’s voice,”
she says.
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During her
recording session with Curtis’s mother, Shutts was able
to capture her mother singing – something
she doesn’t often do these days.
Curtis is considering using portions of
the recording – especially the singing – in
her mother’s funeral when that day comes.
Recordings can be given as gifts and
used with a slide show for birthdays, anniversaries or other celebrations.
Everyone has a story
“Everybody has a different story,” says
Shutts, and through her work with Voices in
Time, she has witnessed numerous family
stories too valuable to lose.
She recalls stories from a woman who
grew up with a large family and told stories
of hilarious antics that took place in her
household when her parents would leave
the older kids to take care of the younger
kids.
Recording these memories can be valuable for families who are separated and
don’t see each other very often.
It can also connect the generations by
helping young people get to know their
older relatives.
Shutts wants people to consider what is
important to them and what they will leave
behind for their families. In addition to stories and memories, many people want to
share their values and beliefs with their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Shutts says sometimes we don’t take
time to talk about these things, and if they
aren’t preserved they will likely be lost or
forgotten.
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1) Judy Shutts (right) conducts an audio recording session with
Ann Schmidt (left). 2) Theresa Curtis (left) with her mother,
Ann Schmidt. Curtis arranged for Voices in Time audio recordings with her mother for both a Mother’s Day gift and to preserve her treasured stories. 3) Voices in Time provides a
personalized CD jacket for audio recording clients.

