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Finding Common Ground
— Father Sean Mullen —

The impact of what is to come has
not really sunk in yet, but a significant event is about to take place
that will change the lives of many
members, friends, and neighbors
of Saint Mark’s: Little Pete’s, the
diner around the corner on 17th
Street, is set to close by the end of
the summer. Little Pete’s is reasonably inexpensive, serves no
alcohol, and is open 24/7 every day
except Christmas Day. The implications of its closure are significant in many ways, but there is a
very subtle way the disappearance
of this establishment will effect us:
it will no longer serve as a meeting place of rich and poor. It has not
been uncommon, over these past years, to encounter a billionaire or
two (both of whom lived in the neighborhood) at Little Pete’s while
eating a fried egg and cheese sandwich and sipping coffee for breakfast.

The divide between rich and poor in this country and in the world
becomes ever greater. And soon even one of the very few locations of
common ground for the very rich and the reasonably poor to meet
will be gone. Since it is not clear that my limited interactions with
billionaires at Little Pete’s ever had a big impact on their lives or
mine, you might wonder what difference it makes that such a place
will disappear. I suppose to me it feels something like continental
drift; as the land-masses of our lives move further and further apart,
our lives will have lass and less to do with one another, until at last
we live on separate continents altogether, and our cultures, language,
values, and ideas will be entirely independent of one another. Such a
development strikes me as good for neither party – the rich or the
poor – but what is to be done?
One of the most vexing things Jesus ever said (among a long list of
vexing sayings) is that “the poor you will always have with you.” Was
this a prophecy? A philosophical position? A declaration of the reliability of human nature? Why was Jesus so ready to normalize the
condition of the poor? Should not his kingship have brought with it
a remedy to poverty? How can the kingdom of God be at hand when
so many remain so poor, and suffer because of their poverty?
The church has long considered the possibility that poverty might
be the appropriate natural condition of the Christian. You might be
able to build a monastic tradition on this premise (or you might not
be able to, either); but it has proved nearly impossible, and maybe
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not desirable, to build the church
on a foundation of poverty. So in
those quarters of the church where
we are troubled by the sufferings of
the poor, we have chosen something like solidarity, or at least a
posture of ready willingness to
help, relying on our empathy to
bridge the gap between those who
have and those who do not. But we
remain keenly aware that the poor
will always be with us.

A consideration of the implications of the enormous concentration of wealth in only a very few
hands is not my purpose in writing
these paragraphs, although it ought to be a matter of urgent concern
for a society that claims to hold dear a commitment to justice and
equality under the law, for history teaches us that justice and equality
do not flourish where such disparity of wealth, and therefore power,
exists. And I cannot have any meaningful impact on what I experience as the continental drift of rich away from poor as a symbolic
meeting place like Little Pete’s is poised to disappear. I am not convinced that Saint Mark’s (and probably not any church) could serve
as a replacement for such a meeting place – our fried egg and cheese
sandwiches will never be as good, for one thing. So what can we do?

We can look to Jesus, who by nearly any measure must have been
counted, himself, among the poor. There is no evidence that Jesus
ever owned anything: not a house, not a book, not a ring, or a
yarmulke, not a donkey, not even the clothes he was wearing before
he was crucified. Jesus never had a good word to say about the accumulation of wealth, although he regarded the wealthy, like
everyone else, with love. He preached and taught, in fact, about the
necessity of poverty, about the reversal of fortunes, about the
paradox inherent in following him that the only way to gain your life
was to lose it. Jesus did not bequeath a legacy of moral teachings: he
urged a kind of stewardship of resources that was on the lookout for
the purposes of God, poised to give when giving was needed, unfettered by the sluggish response to the Gospel that comes with
managing a fortune and finding a place to store it (“You fool, this
very night your soul is required of you; and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?”).

The daily question I find myself encountering, when I consider all
this is: Do I really want to be a Christian? Do I want to be a follower
of this Prince of the Poor in a world ruled by rich men? Can I live
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with the implications such humility would have for me? Like the
children of Israel wandering to the Promised Land, I have a long
way to go, and I can’t be sure I will actually want to cross over when
I get close. Perhaps you share some of these feelings, if you also
share the suspicion that real discipleship might cost us more than
we feel ready to give.

dates to remember
FEBRUARY
Thursday 2: The Feast
of the Presentation
7 p.m. Solemn High Mass
with Blessing of Candles
Sunday 5
10 a.m. Annual Parish
Meeting
3 p.m. Choral Evensong
& Benediction
Monday 20: Presidents’ Day:
Parish office closed;
10 a.m. Low Mass
Tuesday 28: Shrove Tuesday
6 p.m. Pancake Supper

MARCH
Wednesday 1: Ash Wednesday
7:30 a.m. Low Mass
with Imposition of Ashes
12:10 p.m. Sung Mass
with Imposition of Ashes
7 p.m. Choral High Mass
with Imposition of Ashes
Fridays, March 3
through April 7
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer
with Stations of the Cross
Saturday 4
4 p.m. Stanley Hauerwas:
“Church Matters”
Sunday 5: The First
Sunday in Lent
11 a.m. Guest preacher
Stanley Hauerwas
3 p.m. Choral Evensong
& Benediction
Sunday 12
Daylight Saving
Time begins
Sunday 19
1 p.m. Saint Mark’s
Academy
Tuesday 21
5:30 p.m. Choral Evensong
with the Choirs of the
National Cathedral School
and Saint Albans School
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Friday 24
5 p.m. Family Lenten
Dinner

On any pilgrimage worth making we should be confronted by
such questions. We can survive without answering them definitively, but maybe one reason it seems to be taking God so long to
establish the justice and peace of his kingdom earth is because we,
his people, are so reluctant to become true disciples, and we give
away only the tiniest bits of ourselves and our things – just enough
to stay on the path, but not enough to get very far.

Saturday 25: The Feast
of the Annunciation
11 a.m. Choral High Mass

APRIL

There is in the air these days a great deal of Shakespeare’s “sound
and fury” and it is very difficult to know at the moment what it all
signifies, if anything. Amidst all this confusion, we do need to
return again and again to the question of whether or not we want
to be Christians, what that means, and what it may cost us to put a
poor man in charge of our lives. Speaking for myself, at least, my
pilgrimage is one that requires daily conversion, on which some
days are better than others when it comes to how ready I am to
convert, to change, to be transformed by the power of love, and to
give myself and all I have freely to the Lord and to his people. But
I know that it is from the result of that daily exercise in discipleship
that everything else will follow.

Saturday 1
11 a.m. Parish
Clean-up Day
Sunday 2
3 p.m. Choral Evensong
& Benediction
Friday 7
6:30 p.m. Voices Beyond
the Wall screening
and discussion with
Fr. Spencer Reece
Sunday 9: Palm Sunday
Masses at 8 a.m.,
9 a.m., and 11 a.m.
Blessing of Palms at
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday 12:
Holy Wednesday
Choral Tenebrae, 7 p.m.
Thursday 13:
Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Choral High
Mass with Footwashing,
Procession to the Altar
of Repose, and Stripping
of the Altars
Vigil at the Altar
of Repose continues
until midnight

Honduras on
the Horizon
Saint Mark’s Church has sponsored three medical mission trips
with parishioners and friends: in 2008, 2011, and 2014. This
summer, we will return for our fourth such trip, proposed for
Saturday, June 24 to Saturday, July 1. Doctors and nurses from
within our community — from Pennsylvania, Jefferson, Aria,
Cooper and Shriners Hospitals — are coordinating with the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras and the South American Missionary
Society to bring expert equipment and care to an under-served
community in or near the region of San Pedro Sula. Whether it be
along the red-clay mountains of Concepcion or in the village of
Colonial Episcopal, we estimate that we will treat 500-800 patients
over the course of five clinical days. We’ll be carrying our own
supplies (some 800 pounds!) and a fully stocked pharmacy.

Friday 14: Good Friday
12 p.m. Solemn Liturgy
of Good Friday
Saturday 15: Easter Eve
8 p.m. The Great Vigil
and First Mass of Easter
Sunday 16: Easter Day
Masses at 8 a.m.,
9 a.m., and 11 a.m.

The mission will be medical in nature, but we will need many other
forms of support in Honduras and along the way. For more information about how you can be involved, contact Ken Pearlstein
at 215.275.0201 or kpal@me.com.
PAGE 2

SAINT MARK’S CHURCH PHILADELPHIA

Preparing
for Holy
Week at
Saint Mark’s
Academy
Sunday, March 19:
The Feast of Saint Joseph

A few times a year we gather those involved with
the ministries connected to worship in the church
(members of the altar guild, lectors, ushers,
servers, and Daily Office officiants) to say thank
you for these important ministries, to encourage
newcomers to participate in them, and to provide
reflection on and training for the ministries themselves. All those involved in these ministries are
invited, and anyone interested in getting involved
is invited to participate. We hope to see you on
March 19 after the High Mass.

1 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m.
“A Fair White Linen Cloth”
What’s in, with, and under the linens and other
fabrics on and around the altar? Why do we fuss
about these linens so much? How do they aid our
worship of God?

2:15 p.m. Linen Care
Demonstration

10 a.m. Forum
Mother Nora Johnson
FEBRUARY 5: ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING. All members of the parish
are invited to join Fr. Mullen and rector’s
warden David Marshall to learn more
about the life of the parish and to join in a
discussion about our ministry.
FEBRUARY 12: POETRY AND
FAITH - CHRISTIAN WIMAN.
Mother Johnson introduces the work of a
contemporary poet whose profound
writings reflect on illness, struggle,
Christianity, and hope. Formerly the
editor of Poetry magazine, Wiman
rediscovered his faith when he was
diagnosed with incurable cancer.
FEBRUARY 19: POETRY AND
FAITH - JOHN BETJEMAN.
Parishioner Solade Thorpe will give us an
introduction (or reintroduction) to the
work of John Betjeman, who was Poet
Laureate of the United Kingdom until
1983. Betjeman wrote wonderfully
accessible and often comic poems that
also ask deep questions about faith. He
was a passionate scholar of Victorian
architecture.
FEBRUARY 26: ALTERNATIVE
CHRISTIANITIES, PART 3. Parishioner and historian Barry Levis offers the
third and final session of his series on the
broad range of beliefs within the history
of Christianity. This session will deal with
the Albigensians, a medieval French
group ultimately put down by a crusade
and the Inquisition.
MARCH 5: AN INFORMAL DISCUSSION WITH STANLEY
HAUERWAS. Join members of the
parish for a lively, informal discussion
with a renowned theologian.

Lenten Series:
the Scriptures
of the Easter Vigil
The Easter Vigil is marked not only by
rich forms of ritual action like the
kindling of fire and the lighting of the
Paschal candle, but by a long series of

readings from the Hebrew Scriptures,
interspersed with psalms and prayers. Join
parishioner Jay Blossom, leader of our
parish Bible study, and Mother Johnson
for a closer look at these selections. How
do these writings from the Old Testament
help us prepare for the resurrection?
MARCH 12: CREATION AND THE
FLOOD. We’ll spend some time in this
session talking about how this particular
series of readings came to be part of the
Easter Vigil. As we look at Genesis
chapters 1-3 and 7-9, we’ll consider what
the story of God’s first creation and the
fall tells us about salvation, and how the
story of Noah and the ark are related to
Easter.
MARCH 19: ABRAHAM AND
ISAAC. Join us for a discussion of one of
the most perplexing and painful stories in
the Hebrew Scriptures. We’ll be reflecting
on the ways this story (Genesis 18: 1-19;
22:1-19), in which God asks Abraham to
prepare to sacrifice his own son, has been
read by Christians.
MARCH 26: ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA. We’ll be
looking at the Bood of Exodus, chapters
1–15, with a special focus on on chapters
1, 2, and 14:10–15:1. The crossing over of
Israel out of bondage in Egypt is one of
the central motifs in the Christian
Scriptures.
APRIL 2: A RENEWED ISRAEL
AND AN OFFER OF SALVATION.
Parts of the Book of Isaiah describe a
wonderful renewal and an outpouring of
grace. Come hear how Isaiah chapters 2,
4, 53, and 55 have resonated in Christian
tradition.
APRIL 9: A NEW HEART, A NEW
SPIRIT, THE GATHERING OF
GOD’S PEOPLE. This session will look
at the offer of renewal and the powerful
“valley of the dry bones” prophecy in
Ezekiel 36 and 37:1-14. We’ll also look at
the prophet Zephaniah’s call to repentance and promise of deliverance in
chapters 1-3.

To crease or not to crease; is that the question?

2:30 p.m. Sherry & zeppoli
for Saint Joseph’s Day
THE LION’S MARK
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Dr. Stanley Hauerwas
to Visit Saint Mark’s
Mother Nora Johnson

Dr. Stanley Hauerwas is the Gilbert T. Rowe Professor Emeritus of Divinity and Law at
Duke University, and he holds a chair in Theological Ethics at the University of Aberdeen.
He has long been one of our most influential contemporary theologians, calling the church to
a profound ethical witness that is in many ways sharply distinct from secular notions of social
justice and human rights. He has had a profound impact on the way many Christians think
about our relation to politics, capitalism, war, medical ethics, and death, among other aspects
of contemporary life. Hauerwas’ long list of publications includes the book Resident Aliens:
Life in the Christian Colony, co-authored with William Willimon, The Hauerwas Reader, a
rich collection of his essays, and Hannah’s Child: A Theologian’s Memoir. His writing is challenging and lively, insightful and witty all at once.
Join us on Saturday, March 4 at 4 p.m. for “Church Matters,” an attempt to recover the significance of what the title suggests: the reassertion of the church as an alternative to the
politics of the day. In particular the distinction between the public and the private is challenged. The great theologian Karl Barth is held up as the kind of voice we need for reclaiming
what we believe as Christians is true.

Professor Hauerwas will also join us on Sunday, March 5 at the 10 a.m. Adult Forum for an
informal discussion and will preach at the 11 a.m. High Mass. These opportunities to engage with one of the leading theologians of our time
are free and open to all, please bring a friend!

The Fernanda Guild: Serving Those in Need
Mother Erika Takacs

One of the missions of the Fernanda Guild is to support and serve
women in the city of Philadelphia. To this end, the Guild has been
working to support two different organizations over the past few
months.
The Nationalities Service
Center (NSC) is a Philadelphia-based organization that
offers services of all kinds to
refugees and other immigrants in our area. The
Fernanda Guild held its first
event with the NSC this past
summer, when we collected
toiletries for the women who
are newly settled in Philadelphia. In December we had a
collection of staple items
(rice, black tea, salt, pepper,
and cooking oil) to contribute
to the collection of groceries
that each new refugee family
is given upon their arrival in
Philadelphia. In January, the NSC told us that they had a much
larger number of families entering our area in the early part of the
month and asked us if our group could help. And the Fernanda
Guild got to work! Over a period of two weeks in the middle of
January, we collected groceries for three new families entering the
country, provided hats and scarves, and assisted in transporting
families from the airport to their new homes. This is important
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work, and the Fernanda Guild is so grateful to be connected to an
organization that is helping to support and love those who are
strangers in this new land.

Recently, the Fernanda Guild also met for a night of fun in the
kitchen, when we made four
nights’ worth of meals for
The Well, a local women’s
winter shelter. The Well currently houses ten women
who
are
experiencing
chronic homelessness in a
temporary shelter at Christ’s
Presbyterian Church in the
Bella Vista neighborhood.
Saint Mark’s has assisted
this shelter by providing cots
and bedding, but there is a
continuing need for meals,
snacks, and toiletry items.
The Guild will continue to
work to support The Well
through the month of April,
when the shelter closes for the summer.

There is so much that can be done to support women in Philadelphia. If you’re interested in helping us in this work, and in coming
to know the women here at Saint Mark’s a little better, I hope that
you’ll attend our next brunch on Sunday, March 5, at 1 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. All those who identify as women are most welcome!
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Fridays in Lent

Upcoming Guests

Father Sean Mullen

It has long been the custom at Saint Mark’s to walk and pray the Stations
of the Cross on Fridays in Lent. At various times we have used different
readings and hymns to aid us in our meditation as we walk the Way of the
Cross and contemplate the significance of our Lord’s Passion. This year,
the meditations for the Stations of the Cross will employ poems written
by the girls of the Our Little Roses orphanage in Honduras, culminating
on Friday, April 7 in a screening of the film, Voices Beyond the Wall: Twelve
Love Poems from the Murder Capital of the World, a documentary about the
experience of Fr. Spencer Reece in teaching the girls of the orphanage to
write poetry. Fr. Reece will also preach at the High Mass on Palm Sunday.
When we meditate on the traditional Stations of the Cross using contemporary poetry born of a challenging context, we engage in a kind of
counterpoint in which the different voices enhance, support, and maybe
even challenge one another (and us) to hear something new in an ancient
pattern.

Dr. Stanley Hauerwas:
Professor Emeritus of
Divinity and Law, Duke
University
Saturday, March 4
4 p.m. Public Lecture: “Church Matters”

Sunday, March 5
10 a.m. Adult Forum Speaker
11 a.m. Guest Preacher at High Mass

Choirs of the National
Cathedral School and
Saint Albans School
Tuesday, March 21
5:30 p.m. Choral Evensong

The Rev. Spencer Reece:
Episcopal priest and
award-winning poet
In an introduction to the poems written for the Poetry Foundation,
Fr. Reece writes:
Our Little Roses has been in existence for over twenty-five years and has
fostered and supported girls to become self-sufficient professionals. Before
the orphanage was founded, girl orphans in Honduras, if they did not go
immediately into servitude or prostitution, were taken to the women’s penitentiary where inmates would care for them. Adoption has been discouraged for years because Honduras found too many girls showing up in the sex
trade in the United States. The goal of Our Little Roses is for the girls to keep
Honduras as their home.

…The girls and I worked closely. I had them memorize poems in English to
help them improve their English and their understanding of English poetry
and meter: Psalm 23 and Gerard Manley Hopkins, among others. They kept
diaries. They did reports on poets such as Sylvia Plath and W.H. Auden.
Local poets came to the class to meet them. They wrote their own poems:
sometimes in Spanish, sometimes in English, as the school is bilingual. Some
received direction from me, prompted with images and metaphors, other
girls tossed their completed poems at me and ran away.

Friday, April 7
6:30 p.m. Film Screening:
Voices Beyond the Wall

Sunday, April 9
11 a.m. Guest Preacher at High Mass

The Rt. Rev. R. William
Franklin: Bishop of
Western New York
Tuesday, April 25
7 p.m. Pontifical High Mass

Stations of the Cross will follow Evening Prayer every Friday in Lent,
beginning on March 3. Friday, April 7 will include a screening of the film
following the Stations, at about 6:30 p.m.
THE LION’S MARK
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Choir of Boys & Girls
Continues to Grow
Robert McCormick

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
Join us on Shrove Tuesday, February 28, beginning at 6
p.m. for our annual pancake supper. Yes, there will be
pancakes. Yes, there will be plenty of syrup. Yes, there will
be sausages for days. (And yes, some of that sausage will be
vegetarian!) Yes, there will be music and decorations. Yes,
we will have lots of activities for children, and yes, those will
include pancake races in the cloister! Who will be declared
this year’s pancake flipping champion? Who will make a
giant mess by dropping their pancake mid-race? Will there
be a king cake, and who will collect the most Mardi Gras
necklaces? Who will eat more pancakes, Father Mullen or
Mother Takacs? Come one, come all for this night of fun
and celebration. All are welcome!

Save the Date for
our 2016 Summer
Choir Camp
Our annual Summer Choir Camp for children will once
again be held this coming August. The camp will include
both Schola, for students aged 3-7, and Choir, for older
children. Please mark July 31- August 4 in your calendars
now! All children are welcome. Registrations will soon be
available on the Saint Mark’s website.

I have had a tremendous first six months at Saint Mark’s, and remain deeply
grateful to everyone for such a gracious welcome. What a delight and honor
it is to serve among you! I am thrilled with the beautiful singing of the Parish
Choir (which, as many know, comprises a mix of professional and talented
volunteer singers). Some of the many services they have sung in the past few
months are already among my most cherished musical memories. Their dedication and commitment match their music-making and are second to none.
None of this would be possible, of course, without the talent and hard work
of our organ scholars, Bryan Dunnewald and Clara Gerdes.

I wish to report here in greater depth on the progress of the Choir of Boys
and Girls, with whom I am also delighted. This is still a young choir: only in
its fourth year of existence, most of its members are not yet even in middle
school. Along with the dedication of the choir parents and support of the
parish, the high level of talent and enthusiasm has brought about significant
growth since September. We began holding three rehearsals weekly, each
chorister electing to attend two out of those three (the newest can come only
once to start). This uptick in rehearsal time immediately began to bear fruit.
In addition to singing the Family Mass an average of three Sundays a month,
the choristers have joined the adults for Evensong & Benediction and for
Advent Lessons & Carols) once monthly. These latter services have far
greater musical requirements than anything the choristers were routinely
used to. Yet thanks to their talent, dedication, and hard work, I can genuinely say they truly have risen to meet the new challenges. The amount of
repertoire they have sung in recent months would challenge many adult
choirs: they have tackled something in the neighborhood of 18 anthems,
several settings of the evening canticles (Magnificat & Nunc dimittis),
countless psalms, and choral settings of the Evensong Responses. No one
should be in doubt of the ability of bright young children to learn quickly
and enjoy the challenge. The winter and spring will bring further refinement
of some of the music they have already sung, as well as much new music.
As an affiliate of the Royal School of Church Music in America, our choristers advance through various ranks indicating their progress in musicianship. Several children were promoted to full choristers in October, receiving
their surplices. I expect there will be a few more ready to receive surplices by
the end of the academic year, and several promotions among those who
already wear surplices. In any given rehearsal, we work (nearly simultaneously) on learning new music, preparing Sunday’s music, sight-reading,
good and healthy vocal technique, and numerous other skills.
The parish should be very proud of the continuing accomplishments of these
young musicians who are being formed here. I certainly am, and I can hardly
express my excitement at the great things yet to come.

Choir Notes
Clara Gerdes

Sunday, February 5: Franz Schubert,
Mass in G Major
Franz Schubert’s (1797-1828) Mass in G major, D. 167, is the second of seven masses
(six in Latin, one, the famous Deutschmesse, in German) the composer wrote during his
short life. Schubert first conceived it for a small string and ensemble for performance at
his home parish in Lichtenthal, Germany, but his brother Ferdinand, also a composer,
later wrote wind and brass parts (the whole ensemble reproduced as well as possible on
the organ at Saint Mark’s). The Mass uses a variety musical styles from strictly homophonic (melody plus accompaniment) texture in the Kyrie, Benedictus and Agnus, to a
short fugal treatment in the “Hosanna” section of the Sanctus. Schubert’s work lost
popularity after his death and the Mass went unpublished till 1845; for a decade, local
church organist Robert Fuhrer even claimed it as his own composition (ending up in
prison for embezzlement).

Sunday, February 26: Zoltán Kodály,
Missa Brevis
Musicians best know Zoltán Kodály (18821967) for his children’s solfège teaching method
and adaptations of Hungarian folk songs, but
he also wrote hundreds of choral pieces. While
drawing from the Romantic tradition and influenced by Debussy, Kodály’s music most
strongly expresses Hungarian folk culture
during the dual empire, a time when it was
often at odds with more sophisticated Austrian
customs, traditions and way of life. Kodály completed and unofficially premiered the Missa
brevis in incredible circumstances: the basement
of the Opera House in Budapest where he and his family had been seeking refuge
during the re-capture of Nazi-occpuied city by the Red Army in the last few weeks of
World War II. (In 1948, the piece was officially premiered at the Worcester Three
Choirs Festival, and Kodály also later orchestrated the piece.) A re-working of his solo
organ mass from 1942, it contains an instrumental Introit and Ite missa est in addition
to the customary choral movements. Kodály uses a drone in the Kyrie and notes from
the pentatonic (five-note) scale in other movements to create a sound reminiscent of
simple melodies and folk instruments. The piece also features melodies reminiscent of
Gregorian chant throughout and haunting contrasts between full choir and soloists.

Wednesday, March 1: William Byrd,
Mass for Four Voices
William Byrd (1543-1623) served as a boy chorister in the Chapel Royal, later in life
becoming its chief musician; among his vast output of sacred and secular choral music,
solo songs, and virginal pieces are settings of the Anglican liturgy and a book of Cantiones Sacrae written for Queen Elizabeth. Despite all this, Byrd was a Roman Catholic
whose patronage by the Queen afforded him some protection; he wrote his Mass for
Four Voices in the late 1590s, most likely for a recusant Catholic patron who would have
used it in a secret house mass. This setting features striking similarities in phrase structure and in the appearance of some unusual cadences to John Taverner’s Mass for a
Mean (c. 1530), a popular piece Byrd may have sung as a choirboy. The “Dona nobis
pacem” clause of the Agnus Dei also features repeated dissonant motives and some of
Byrd’s finest contrapuntal writing, and may considered to a strong personal statement
of the composer’s fervent Roman Catholic faith.

20s/30s at Saint Mark’s

Simple
Suppers

IN A NEW YEAR
Mother Erika Takacs

The Saint Mark’s 20s/30s popular Simple
Suppers program continues in the new year –
with a more regular schedule! Beginning in
January, the 20s/30s group will now be meeting
each first Tuesday of the month, alternating
between dinners in someone’s home and at
Saint Mark’s in the Parish Hall. All 20s/30s are
most welcome to join us for any of the events
below:

Tuesday, February 7
6:30 p.m. Love in the
Time of Discipleship
So you’re a Christian – what does that mean
about love? Will God help you find a boyfriend? Are you supposed to be having sex?
What do we find in Holy Scripture about our
lives as fully embodied beings, and what does
that mean for us in our relationships? Join us
for a down-to-earth conversation about what
it means to be a Christian disciple and a sexual
being who longs for meaningful companionship.

Tuesday, March 7
6:30 p.m. Simple Supper
at Home
Join us for a lovely Lenten meal, a simple Eucharist, and time for getting to know each
other. Interested in coming? Talk to Mother
Takacs about directions and what you might
bring along to share.

Lenten Family
Dinner
Mother Erika Takacs

Family dinners are an important part of our life.
We all know how grounding it can be to come
together as a family to eat together, share the joys
and concerns of our days, and to serve and love one
another. Family dinners are important to our life at
Saint Mark’s as well – why else would we have so
many potluck suppers? Eating together as a family
helps us to slow down and see each other, to listen
more carefully, to enjoy the food that we are so
blessed to have, and to remember Christ’s promise
that whenever two are three are gathered together
in his name, he will be there among them.

On Friday, March 24, the Saint Mark’s children
and their families are warmly invited to a simple
Lenten Family Supper, at 5 p.m. in the Library.
We’ll share in a simple supper of soup and sandwiches, offer prayers for our families, our Church,
and for the world, and enjoy the richness of each
other’s company. We’ll also spend some time
talking about our Lenten practices and where we
have found God’s hand at work in this holy season.
All children and families are most welcome to join
us. To respond to this invitation, or to ask any questions, please contact Mother Takacs.

SAINT MARK’S CHURCH
PHILADELPHIA

1625 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
www.saintmarksphiladelphia.org

March 1

Ash Wednesday
7:30 a.m. Low Mass (Rite I)
12:10 p.m. Sung Mass (Rite II)
7 p.m. Choral High Mass (Rite II)
Ashes to be imposed at all Masses

Tuesday, March 21
at 5:30 p.m.:
Choral Evensong
with the Choirs of
the National
Cathedral School
and Saint Albans
School
Under the direction of Mr.
Brandon Straub, members of
the Chorale and Madrigal
Singers from National
Cathedral School and Saint
Albans School will sing
Choral Evensong at Saint
Mark’s as the final stop on
their spring tour. The full
160-voice coed Chorale
comprises boys and girls from
the coordinate music program
of the independent Episcopal
schools for girls and boys at
Washington National
Cathedral. Evensong repertoire will include works by
Stephen Paulus, C.V.
Stanford, and Charles Wood.

