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A COLONY OF HEAVEN
A PROCESS OF REFLECTION ON STRENGTHENING THE PARISH

A

— Father Sean Mullen —

slightly peculiar
translation of St.
Paul’s Epistle to
the
Philippians
suggests that the church can
be thought of as “a colony of
heaven.” (Philippians 3:20,
translated by James Moffatt)
One of my favorite commentators on Paul’s writings (Paul
Achtemeier) finds an expansion of that thought in the
remarkable twelfth chapter of
the Epistle to the Romans,
which includes, among other
instructions to the Christian
community, these words: “Let
love be genuine; hate what is
evil, hold fast to what is good;
love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another
in showing honor. Do not lag
in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.” (Romans 12:9-13).
Romans 12 provides a
valuable set of attitudes and
attributes with which to
shape the life of the church.
Within the few lines from
verses 4 to 13 of that chapter
Paul exhorts the Christians in
Rome to be aware of and to
use the variety of gifts given
to a variety of people in the
church; and he teaches that by
the grace of God we will find
unity even in our diversity.
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Rome, or Philadelphia, may
be far from heaven, but if the
church is itself a colony of
heaven, then, more locally, a
parish church in Philadelphia
must be a colony of the colony
of heaven, in the best possible
sense of the word, as long as
we live the lives to which God
has called us, using the gifts
he has given us for the benefit
of one another and for the
advance of the mission of the
Gospel.

As our parish passes its 170th
birthday, it’s a good time for
us to spend a season of corporate self-examination, asking
ourselves what kind of colony
of heaven we have become,
and what kind of colony of
heaven we believe God is
calling us to be as we look to
the future. I’ve asked the
Vestry and other leaders of
the parish to engage with me
in a series of prayerful discussions during Lent, by way of
self-examination. And I am
hoping that many of you will
want to participate in these
discussions. If you have been
coming to Saint Mark’s for
fifty years or five months; if
you are engaged in a lot of
ministries, or if you prefer to
sit quietly behind a pillar; if
you think we already know
what you might have to say,
or if you suspect what you
have to say wouldn’t matter to
anyone. Please come to share
your voice, your hopes, your
PAGE 1

SAINT MARK’S CHURCH PHILADELPHIA

prayers, and your dreams about Saint Mark’s, as we navigate the life of
the church in the modern world. Every voice matters, and yours will too.

with growth and health, bringing more and more gifts into the fold of
this community. It is our responsibility as Christians to use those gifts
well and for the praise of God’s glory, to borrow another phrase from the
epistles.

A schedule of meeting times will appear soon in church, with sign up
sheets available. Most meetings will take place on Friday evenings in
Lent after Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross (at about 6:30
p.m.), or on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. I’d like to organize these discussions around three sets of questions, the themes of which I’ll outline
here:

Writing about the two passages I mentioned above, Paul Achtemeier
says that a colony “may be located in place far removed from the home
country, but the life of that home country, its language and its customs,
continues; and the citizenship of the colonists remains that of the
mother land.” (Romans: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching,
in the Interpretation series, 1985, John Knox Press, Louisville, KY, p.
196). The blessings of the kingdom of heaven are our aim and our birthright, and they remain our hope as a church. What a joy it is to be
building a colony of the colony of heaven together. And what a joy it is
to imagine sharing the life of the mother land, the life of heaven, its
customs and language, with more people, with any and all who have ears
to listen, and with all who respond to the call of Christ to “come to me.”
Please add your voice and your ears to this conversation so that we can
rejoice in building our colony of the colony of heaven, and so that we can
share the marvelous customs and language of faith all the more broadly,
and strengthen God’s church here on Locust Street.

I - Using Romans 12:4-13 as a guide, how do we assess ourselves as a Christian community, and what do we hear God
calling us to that we may not have heard before?

II - How well do we invite and welcome newcomers to this
parish, and once we have welcomed them, how well do we
connect them to ministries where their gifts can bear fruit?
III - Do we have the resources, staff, and space to carry out the
mission to which God is calling us now and in the future?

These themes will be fleshed out in greater detail, and anyone and
everyone in the parish will be invited to provide feedback at one or more
discussions held on Friday evenings in Lent and on Sunday mornings in
Lent.

The point of these discussions is to hear more clearly what God is calling
us to do, and what God is calling us to be as a parish community — a
colony of a colony of heaven. God has blessed us richly in recent years

Generous Giving
in the Parish in 2018

The response of the parish to the Stewardship campaign this past fall has
been generous and gratifying. As of early in the new year, about 165 pledges
had been received, representing about $445,000 of giving anticipated in
2018. For years we have been working hard to increase our capacity for
ministry, and the only way we can do that is when, as a community, we give
generously. The Parish Budget, presented at the Annual Parish Meeting, is
expected to exceed $1 million this year for the first time, representing
growth in several areas of ministry. Pledges of financial support are promises
to give throughout the year, and it is never too late to make one if you haven’t
done so yet. Your pledge tells us we can count on you to support the ministry
of the Gospel at Saint Mark’s, and we depend on them. If you haven’t yet
made a pledge of support, you can do so by filling out a pledge card, found
on the Ushers’ Table in church, or by contacting the Parish office, or the
Rector.

Many thanks to Joshua Castaño, the chair of the Stewardship Committee,
and for all those who served on the committee, and all who participated in
one-on-one conversations about Christian stewardship at Saint Mark’s this
year. And, of course, many thanks to all those of you who make your pledges,
and who give so generously to this parish community.
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dates to
remember
FEBRUARY
2

Choral High Mass of the Presentation
(Candlemas) at 7 p.m.

4

Annual Parish Meeting at 10 a.m.

4

Choral Evensong
& Benediction at 4 p.m.

13

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 6 p.m.

14

Ash Wednesday
7:30 a.m. Low Mass
12:10 p.m. Sung Mass
7 p.m. Choral High Mass

MARCH
4

Choral Evensong & Benediction at 4 p.m.

25

Palm Sunday, Regular
Sunday Mass Schedule

28

Tenebrae at 7 p.m.

29

Choral High Mass for
Maundy Thursday at 7 p.m.

30

Solemn Liturgies for
Good Friday at 12:00 p.m.

31

Great Vigil of Easter at 8 p.m.

APRIL
1

Easter Day, Regular
Sunday Mass Schedule

MUSIC AT
SAINT MARK’S
Robert McCormick

As I write this in the week following the Epiphany, still full of gratitude to the choirs and all
who made the glorious liturgies of Christmastide possible, my thoughts have begun to turn
to plans for the spring.

As most of you read this issue of The Lion’s Mark, we will just have celebrated the Feast of
the Presentation, Candlemas, sung by the combined Parish Choir and Choir of Boys and
Girls, and Lent will be just around the corner. Music for Lent and Holy Week will, as always,
be chosen to reflect the character of the liturgies at hand, and to represent a wide and diverse
array of works from our Western and Anglican heritage. There are so many factors that go
into choosing choral music for services, and though I know no one (not even I!) can enjoy
every work of every composer, it is my prayerful hope that each work chosen is worthy of
being heard as an offering of praise to God.
Just on the heels of the liturgies of Holy Week and the Triduum, our combined choirs of
adults and children will travel to New York City over the weekend of Sunday, April 8, to sing
the 11:00 Mass at Saint Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, and 4:00 Choral Evensong at the
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine. We are honored and privileged to have been
invited to sing in these great and historic churches. Choir trips and tours do more than share
our own music with other outposts of Christendom; they are wonderful opportunities for
the choirs to spend time together outside of rehearsals and services, away from our usual
habitat. In my experience, choir members always come back more enthused and inspired
after having gone away together. I hope that all of you who “hold down the fort” here that
weekend will excuse our absence; the High Mass here will be sung by a quartet, superbly led
by parishioner and vestry member Martha Johnson, a distinguished church musician who
notably served St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley, Malvern, for many years. I’m indebted
to her for helping in this way.

We will keep everyone updated as restoration work on our Aeolian-Skinner organ continues
this winter and spring: though I do not yet know when it will return, I know that we will all
be overjoyed to have it back. That said, I am deeply grateful to have a fine Allen digital organ
which has been a terrific substitute, thanks to the generosity of the Curtis Institute, allowing
us to continue our music program uninterrupted. Many churches would be thrilled to have
such an organ as the Allen as their permanent instrument. We are truly blessed here.

Finally, is my pleasure to share the news that Saint Mark’s has been chosen to partner with
the Association of Anglican Musicians (the official organization for musicians of the Episcopal Church) in hosting the 2018-2019 Gerre Hancock Fellowship. We are searching for a
candidate to serve here full-time next year, made possible by funding from the Association,
augmenting our own budget. The Fellow will work alongside Clara Gerdes, who will return
as Organ Scholar for another year, and the rest of the staff. This new position will allow us to
grow our music program and ministry, for adults and children, even further. Once again, are
truly blessed at Saint Mark’s.
THE LION’S MARK
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Keeping LENT
as a Family

Lent is a wonderful time to establish some new family traditions – or to reclaim
some old ones! As the Church prepares for Holy Week and Easter, your family
can prepare in your own way at home. Here are some activities that you might
want to try as a family during Lent, so that all of you – adults and children – can
enter meaningfully into this holy season together.

Saying Grace Together
Families Winter
Gatherings
Mother Erika Takacs

This winter, the Saint Mark’s family gatherings
are a little bit old and a little bit new. Traditional
activities include the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper at 6pm on Tuesday, February 13, where
we will prepare ourselves for the beginning of
Lent by eating up all our eggs and flour (and
maple syrup), burying the Alleluias, and once
again testing our pancake-flipping skill with
cloister pancake races. We’ll also continue the
tradition of our Family Lenten Supper, this year
to be held on Friday, March 16 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Choir Room. This supper is a time to reflect on
the season of Lent as a family, to pray together,
and to share a simple meal. And, of course, our
Easter Egg hunt will take place again this year at
10 a.m. on Easter morning—April 1 this year!
In addition to these favorites, there are some
new activities, too, activities that have been
planned by our new Family Ministry Team, ably
headed up by Emily McGraw. Look for more information about a Lenten in-gathering of
clothes, shoes, and toys, as well as for a new
Parents’ Night Out! If you are interested in
finding out more about the Family Ministry
Team, please contact Emily McGraw at emilymcgraw1@gmail.com.
All families with children are welcome!
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If your family doesn’t have a tradition of saying grace, now a
great time to start. Pick one meal a day and try to say grace at
that meal for each day during Lent. You can read a grace from
the Book of Common Prayer (look at page 835), use your own
words to thank God for your food, or go around the table and
each say one thing that you are grateful for that day. You can
even sing! The Doxology (Hymn 380, v. 3) is a great grace to
sing; you can even try singing those words (Praise God from
whom all blessings flow!) to different tunes if you’d like.

Praying Together
Find a time once a week to pray together as a family. Express
your joys and your concerns, and ask God for guidance and
blessing. If you haven’t taught your children The Lord’s Prayer
or the 23rd Psalm, the season of Lent would be a wonderful
time to practice saying those beautiful prayers together. Pray
them together as a family before the children go to bed.

Family Fasts
Together as a family, decide on one or two things to fast from
during Lent. Perhaps your family could give up watching
television on a designated evening of the week and use that
time to play games or read together. You could give up eating
out and spend the money you’ve saved on supplies to make soup
for the Soup Bowl. Be patient with each other, and encourage
and support one another along the way.
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Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
February 13 at 6 p.m.
As part of a tradition that goes back centuries, Saint Mark’s will once again be
offering a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash
Wednesday, and, traditionally, the day when one was meant to consume all of the
rich foods in one’s larder (eggs, butter, etc.). And what better way to do that than
by enjoying delicious, maple-y, decidedly non-Lenten pancakes!

The pancakes at Saint Mark’s are prepared each year by our 20s/30s group, which
also makes sure that there is plenty of bacon and sausage to go around. All parishioners are welcome to join us in the parish hall, starting at 6 p.m. And, of course,
the traditional pancake races will be held in the cloister at some point during the
evening. (How fast can you run while flipping a pancake high into the air?)

Please do make this Saint Mark’s tradition a part of your own family traditions.
All are welcome!

Legacies, Planned Gifts, & Bequests
You might have noticed on the pledge card for this year a little question
asking you to indicate if you have already included Saint Mark's in your will.
The legacies of parishioners of the past are an important part of what enables
ministry at Saint Mark's, and we want to build on that strong foundation.
We are trying to find out who has already included Saint Mark's in their
estate plans so we can acknowledge you for your generosity, and so we have
some idea about what to expect in the future. Before long, we'll be working
intentionally to encourage others to make estate plans and other planned
gifts so that your commitment to the work of the Gospel in this place can be
assured in the generations to come.
Many thanks to all those of you who have made these plans already—please
be sure to let us know.

In the meantime, you can designate Saint Mark’s as a beneficiary in your will,
trust, or estate by including language to this effect:

“I give, devise, and bequeath to Saint Mark’s Church, Locust Street,
(insert amount, percentage of estate, nature of gift, or remainder
of estate) to be used at the discretion of the Rector and the Vestry
(or for a designated purpose).”
For more information, please speak with Fr. Mullen.
THE LION’S MARK
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10 a.m. Forum

One Book,
One Lent

Mother Nora Johnson

You are warmly invited to join your fellow parishioners and guests in coffee and
conversation every Sunday morning in the Parish Hall. This season we will greet
medical missionary Kitty Moyer, who will tell us about her ongoing work in
Africa, and we will hold some very important discussions about our parish
community. We’ll also have three sessions in Lent in which to discuss our One
Book, One Lent project. Join us once in a while or come every Sunday!
FEBRUARY 4: ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

Come join Fr. Mullen for a discussion
of our parish life. This is a great opportunity to learn more about where
we have been and where we are
headed.
FEBRUARY 11: THE SACRAMENT
OF RECONCILIATION

How and why do we “make our confession” in the Episcopal Church?
Why might one make a private confession? What are the logistics? What
do you say? How do you prepare?
Come learn more about this vital part
of our lives of faith.
FEBRUARY 18, LENT ONE: KITTY
MOYER, MEDICAL MISSIONARY

Join friend of the parish Kitty Moyer
as she checks in with us about her
ongoing medical missionary work in
Africa. Come learn about her challenging and crucial work.
FEBRUARY 25, LENT TWO: ONE
BOOK, ONE LENT

Come get an introduction to the work
of Bryan Stevenson, whose book we
are reading as a parish this Lent. Just
Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption is Stevenson’s memoir and exploration of working racial and economic
injustice in our criminal justice
system.

This Lent, you are invited to join fellow members of Saint
Mark’s in reading Bryan Stevenson’s book Just Mercy: A Story
of Justice and Redemption. Founder and Executive Director of
the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, and
Professor of Law at New York University, Stevenson is known
for decades of legal work and activism to reverse unjust sentencing and prosecution, abuse of prisoners, and the trying of
children as adults. Just Mercy, a memoir and an exploration of
the conditions that place the poor and vulnerable at great risk
in our system of justice, has been hailed repeatedly as a
groundbreaking book. To quote Desmond Tutu: [the book is]
“gripping….[W]hat hangs in the balance is nothing less than
the soul of a great nation.” Stevenson asks us to confront what
racial and economic injustice look like in courtrooms and jails
and in the living rooms of those who do not have the power to
fight back.

MARCH 11, LENT FOUR: ONE
BOOK, ONE LENT: CONVERSION
IN JUST MERCY.

This is the final Forum discussion of
Bryan Stevenson’s important book.
We’ll look at moments in which Stevenson records the changing of someone’s heart or mind, and we’ll talk
about whether reading this challenging book has changed us.

The 10:00 Sunday Forum will be discussing
the book on the following dates:

MARCH 18, LENT FIVE: A COLONY
OF HEAVEN: DISCUSSION ON
STRENGTHENING THE PARISH.

Sunday February 25: An introduction to the
work of Bryan Stevenson

A meeting that is part of the parish’s
wider self-examination to answer
three questions; 1. Using Romans
12:4-13 as a guide, how do we assess
ourselves as a Christian community?
2. How well do we invite and welcome
newcomers to this parish, and once
we have welcomed them, how well do
we connect them to ministries where
their gifts can bear fruit? 3. Do we
have the resources, staff, and space to
carry out the mission to which God is
calling us now and in the future?
Come be part of the conversation on
how God is calling us to be a “Colony
of Heaven” in Philadelphia.

Sunday March 4: “Mockingbird Players”
Sunday March 11: Conversion in Just Mercy
There will also be opportunities popping up throughout the
parish in February and March, so watch for announcements
and specifics. Just Mercy is available at bookstores throughout
the area and can be ordered online in hard copy or as an
e-book. For more information, contact Mother Nora Johnson
njohnso1@swarthmore.edu
“All day long [on this day of my execution] people have
been asking me, ‘What can I do to help you?’ When I woke
up this morning, they kept coming to me, ‘Can we get you
some breakfast?’ At midday they came to me, ‘Can we get
you some lunch?’ All day long, ‘What can we do to help
you?’…

MARCH 25, PALM SUNDAY

Forum on break for Holy Week

“It’s been so strange, Bryan. More people have asked me
what they can do to help me in the last fourteen hours of
my life than ever asked me in the years when I was coming
up.” He looked at me, and his face twisted in confusion.

APRIL 1, EASTER: NO FORUM.

We will resume on April 8.

MARCH 4, LENT THREE: ONE
BOOK, ONE LENT: “MOCKINGBIRD PLAYERS.”

I gave Herbert one last long hug, but I was thinking about
what he’d said. I thought of all the evidence that the court
had never reviewed about his childhood. I was thinking
about all of the trauma and difficulty that had followed him
home from Vietnam. I couldn’t help but ask myself, Where
were these people when he really needed them? Where
were all of these helpful people when Herbert was three
and his mother died? Where were they when he was seven
and trying to recover from physical abuse? Where were
they when he was a young teen struggling with drugs and
alcohol? Where were they when he returned from Vietnam
traumatized and disabled?”
Just Mercy, p.89

A discussion of Bryan Stevenson’s
piercing observations about the role
of heroic (white) fantasy in the upholding of racial injustice. Come hear
about a town that idolizes Atticus
Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird but
actively works against the very ideals
that novel wants to celebrate.

THE LION’S MARK
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Justice and
Mercy: A Lenten
Quiet Day

20s/30s Lenten Events
Kaitlyn Pettengill

With Lent around the corner, the 20s/30s are gearing up
for a busy couple of weeks. February’s Simple Supper will
take place at the home of Kaitlyn Pettengill on Tuesday,
February 6 at 6:30 p.m. In March we will join the 20s/30s
of Old Saint Peter’s for Simple Supper and discussion in
the Parish Hall on Tuesday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m.
All 20s/30s are welcome to attend, please email Matt
Fischetti at mfischetti85@gmail.com to RSVP to either of
these suppers.

Saturday, March 3rd
Come spend a morning and afternoon in prayer
and reflection at Saint Mark’s. This quiet day
will focus on forgiveness and reconciliation in
our personal lives. How do we understand what
forgiveness is? What are our common misconceptions about forgiveness? When and how do
we engage the topic of justice, for ourselves
and for others? How do we understand and
repent of the evil that is done on our behalf?

Our sessions will take their inspiration from
Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy: A Story of
Justice and Redemption, which is the focus of
our One Book, One Lent program this year. This quiet
day will be aimed less at discussing the book—and you don’t have to have
read it to participate!—and more on how we reflect, pray, repent, and
forgive in the context of a larger world that can seem devoted to injustice
and cruelty.

Schedule
9:30 a.m. Confessions are heard
in the Lady Chapel on a drop-in basis.
10 a.m. Mass in the Lady Chapel.
10:45 a.m. Coffee and refreshments
after Mass in the parish hall
11 a.m.-12 p.m. First session:
What does it mean to forgive? (Lady Chapel)
12-12:45 p.m. Lunch is provided in the parish hall
1-2 p.m. Wanting Justice (Lady Chapel)
2-2:45 p.m. Guided prayer (Lady Chapel)
3-3:30 p.m. Concluding reflections
All are welcome to attend for the entire day or for whatever sessions
you can make. For more information contact Mother Nora Johnson,
njohnso1@swarthmore.edu
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In addition to our monthly Simple Suppers, there are
events planned for service and spiritual formation. On
Tuesday, February 13, we will host the annual
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 6 p.m. in the Parish
Hall. We will need pancake batter stirrers and flapjack
flippers on hand, so look for a signup sheet in your email
inbox. Stay tuned for more details in our 20s/30s newsletter
regarding our upcoming Lenten Quiet Day. To stay up-todate with our announcements, see the Verger, Daniel
Russell, or Matt Fischetti to be added to our mailing list.

The Fernanda Guild is
Growing
Nancy Massey

The Fernanda Guild, our wonderful group of diverse and amazing
women, has tripled in number since this time last year. All who
identify as women are welcome.

The Fernanda Guild has been a supporter of the Nationalities
Services Guild since our initial gathering. There was an urgent need
for food basics at the Nationalities Services Center the week before
Christmas. The Nationalities Services Center prepares and
empowers immigrants and refugees in the Philadelphia region to
build a solid foundation for a self-sustaining and dignified future.
Part of their mission is to provide food basics during the transition
period. Their food cupboard was literally bare. We quickly got
together to get food to them before Christmas and more after.
Thank you to the women who participated so that no child would be
hungry on Christmas.
With the intent of forging relationships within the group and understanding each other’s issues and experiences, we have started a
conversation What it Means to be a Woman. Our first was in
November and we enjoyed it so
much we are going to continue
the discussion on Tuesday,
February 27 from 6 to 8
p.m. Please join us.
We are planning a book discussion for March, and yes, there is
another Tea in the spring.

Questions, or to join the email
list, contact Nancy Massey
at nancy@masseynet.com.
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Servant Year
Ministry Resident
Roses Laughlin has joined Saint Mark’s as the
Ministry Resident for Outreach for the remainder of
the year. A native of the Philadelphia area, she returns
after spending three years studying at the University
of Pittsburgh. After graduating last spring with a
degree in Linguistics, Roses walked the Camino de
Santiago across Northern Spain with a group of
young adults. Her academic interests outside of Linguistics lie mainly in studies of Theology, Spirituality,
and Literature. Her love of language plays an integral
role in her love of liturgy, and vice versa, and she is
thankful for the opportunity to live in a setting fully
immersed in daily prayer and the celebration of Eucharist. She believes these things to be transformative and good for the world in which we live. During
her time as a Ministry Resident at Saint Marks, she
looks forward to engaging more intimately with the
community, deepening her practice of prayer, and experiencing a life of daily service alongside her fellow
staff members.

SAINT MARK’S CHURCH
PHILADELPHIA

1625 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
www.saintmarksphiladelphia.org

“Behold!

The Lamb of God
who takes away
the sin of
the world!”
JOHN 1:29

join us:

Fridays in Lent

Evening Prayer
and Stations of the Cross
5:30 p.m.

