DISCOVER THE
MOMENTS THAT
CHANGE LIVES

Despite having a
population of 23 million,
there are only
2 children’s hospices
in Australia;
none are in Queensland.
Hummingbird
House
is about to
change that.

It is any parent’s worst nightmare. You sit, stunned and
silent, as you’re told your child has a life-limiting condition.
Most won’t turn 18. For many, life expectancy is much
shorter than that.
At any given time, around 3,700 Queensland families are living with,
loving, and supporting a child with a life-limiting condition. The emotional,
physical and financial struggle for these families is immense.
We can help them through the journey, by ensuring they have access to
24/7 rest and relaxation breaks for the whole family. And when the time
comes, a caring and supportive environment in which to say goodbye.
No such service is currently available in Queensland.
Hummingbird House is about to change that.
With an exciting new delivery model, a philosophy of celebrating life,
and an operating model based on best business practices, Hummingbird
House will change the quality of life for families in need.

Hummingbird House has secured government funding
commitments of $11 million, enough to meet 50% of our capital
and operating costs through to 2020. The immediate challenge
is to raise the remaining 50%. Together, we can make it happen.

Hummingbird House will operate as an 8 bed,
24/7 medical facility, providing physician and nursing
support and pain and symptom management. We will
offer scheduled holiday (respite) care and emergency
respite care as key features of our services.
Depending on demand, Hummingbird House hopes to
offer multiple weeklong holiday packages each year
to all Queensland families affected by life-limiting
conditions. These families need a holiday away from
the devastating diagnosis. In keeping with that theme,
we regard the children as guests, and not patients.

“I love all my children. My sons
have been great about their
sister’s illness, but I know they
don’t get enough of my attention.
I just want to be able to take them
out for ice-cream and to kick a ball
around the park, but my daughter
needs 24 hour care just to survive.”

“We were in a hospice in New South
Wales when we kissed Kate, told her
we loved her, and said goodbye.
We had travelled over 1,000
kilometres to that hospice, because
there was nowhere for us to go in
Queensland. Hummingbird House
will change that.”

“When you receive the diagnosis, all normality
and certainty in your life is gone. We want to
give Tommy the best quality of life possible,
and be the parents he deserves, but it’s hard.
He needs 24 hour a day care, and we’re lucky to get
a couple of hours sleep a night. Love can conquer a
great deal, but when you lose sleep, it becomes easy
to lose hope. You eventually reach a breaking point.
Your days become filled with medicine regimes,
physical therapies, doctors appointments, equipment
alarms and emergency trips to and from hospitals. There
are moments you just hope and pray that you, and your
child can make it through another day. And with
no relief in sight, you quickly forget about creating
the moments that make life worth living.
Hummingbird House will change our lives.
More than just rest, they’ll give us the
chance to go out and create special
moments we’ll remember forever.”

Understanding that
each family is different,
Hummingbird House
has developed an
innovative range of
stay packages to meet
their differing needs.

First Time Family
When a child requires 24 hour a day care, just to stay alive, it can be
extremely challenging for parents to entrust someone with their care.
But parents need to have a break, and recharge their batteries to be
the best parents and carers they can be. Hummingbird House has
developed its First Time Family package to make reaching out for
that first well earned break as easy as possible.
Families visiting for the first time have the option to stay in our
dedicated first-time family accommodation. This specialised family
suite is immediately adjacent to the guest (patient) accommodation,
to keep the whole family close as they settle into their first stay at
Hummingbird House.
Families will be encouraged to get to know our staff and facility
with tours and information sessions, before setting out to discover
the city. Ready access to entertainment options means families can
catch a movie, fly a kite or play in the park, with time left over to
grab some sleep.

Stay and Play

Flying Solo

End of Life Care

When children (or their parents)
aren’t quite ready to fly solo just
yet, but they both need some
rest and relaxation, we’ve got
them covered. With our Stay
and Play package, parents and
siblings can stay at Hummingbird
House along with our special
guest. While our guest enjoys
accommodation on the main
floor, family stay is available within
the same building. The team
will have a range of information
available regarding play options
to help families discover and
enjoy Brisbane during their stay,
including offers from sponsors
and supporters.

For many families, the time
comes where they want or need
their child to fly solo. For our
tween and teen guests, this can
reflect a need to exert some
independence, ditch the parents
and holiday solo. They can stay
up late watching TV and hide
their greens under the mashed
potato – we won’t tell.

In addition to providing high
quality holiday respite options,
Hummingbird House will be
the caring embrace when the
time comes to say goodbye.
Hummingbird House aspires
that no child in Queensland
has to spend the last days of
life in a conventional hospital
setting, should they prefer a
more home-like, specialised
nurturing environment. Our
hope is that children who
are seasoned respite guests
will benefit from the familiar
environment, embraced by the
great memories of their time at
Hummingbird House.

At other times, the need to work,
travel or spend time with other
family members may make a solo
stay necessary. Whatever the
reason, our excellent staff and
fabulous facilities will have the
holiday stay in hand.

Make your contribution to
Hummingbird House today to help
kids and families who need hope.
hummingbirdhouse.org.au/contribute
Queensland Kids
Hummingbird House
PO Box 820
Everton Park
Queensland 4053
Australia
phone: 07 3040 2510
email: info@hummingbirdhouse.org.au
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