weddings
AIMEE CUSTIS PHOTOGRAPHY

WELCOME
Who we are. Where we were in a moment in time. Photos tell our stories. Whether they’re cell
phone selfies saved to your social media or decades-old prints in a silver frame, photos are
important. Big and small, momentous and mundane, photos can be a legacy of the moments
in our lives that matter.
I believe in wedding photos lasting forever and telling your story in a way that spans across
generations. Your story might be a civil ceremony with a rainbow chuppah, a gorgeous
celebration with your overflowing circle of friends + family, or a traditional church ceremony
like the one your parents had 40 years ago. Whatever it is, I want to capture and preserve the
moments that make it special to you.
I’m Aimee Custis, a Washington DC wedding + portrait photographer. I’m already excited to
photograph your wedding! My style is warm, sunny, genuine, and people-centered. I don’t
want to just take beautiful photos. I try to be a partner and guide from the moment you
contact me, to the day you unwrap your wedding photo album for the hundredth time.
It’s as simple as that.

We felt like we had known Aimee forever. During a break in
our engagement session we sat around eating cupcakes
and chatting and I kept forgetting I had just met her that
afternoon! That’s how effortlessly kind Aimee is.
CHELSEA + ZACK

From the very first email until months after the wedding,
Aimee has been a wonderful part of our experience. Aimee
is a true professional at what she does, but she does it with
grace, poise, and elegance, and it is always a great time! Her
insight and talent are a treasure.
MARCELLE + RYAN

Aimee is magic. Seriously. She takes gorgeous pictures and
is so helpful, kind and openminded that it really could not be
more fun working with her. Aimee is a master boutonniere
putter-onner and she always made sure that my wife had
her wedding dress placed just right. Aimee is amazingly
talented, genuinely nice, and extremely helpful.

What can I say about Aimee that others haven't? ...She is
great with family members who do things like ask her to hold
their camera phone. After our engagement photos with her,
my fiance and I started taking better everyday photos from
what she taught us. My bridesmaids had nothing but good
things to say about her... she made the photography fun but
also captured so many beautiful moments.

CARA + BRIGID

SANDRA + BEN

Aimee's professionalism coupled with her friendly nature put
each of our guests at ease. She has a knack for capturing
people in candid shots and some of my favorites are the
quiet moments that she found throughout the day.
LAURA + MATT

Aimee was a friendly, calming presence on our wedding
day. When you think of hiring a wedding photographer, you
never imagine that she will be the person you turn to in mild
panic when you realize you have no idea how to cut the
cake. For the record, Aimee cheerfully replied to the effect
of, "Couples never know how to cut the cake! Just go for it,
and it'll be great!" She was right.
ALLIE + ELLIOT

3 QUESTIONS
to ask yourself when choosing your wedding photographer
A great photographer doesn’t just take beautiful photos, they’re a partner and guide -- from
booking to planning to the wedding day to unwrapping your wedding album. How do you
choose a photographer? I tell my friends and family to ask themselves these questions about any
photographer they're considering:

1. DO I LOVE THEIR WORK?
Can you imagine yourself in their photos? And when

3. ARE THEY RESPONSIVE TO MY
NEEDS AND QUESTIONS?

you do, does it make you giddy? If not, their style

There’s nothing worse than having a question or

probably isn’t right for you.

mini-emergency the week before the wedding, and

2. DO I ENJOY THE TIME I SPEND
AROUND THEM?

professional will set clear expectations, communicate

not being able to get in touch with your vendor! A
clearly, and be responsive when you need them.

Take the time to meet in person before you commit,
if at all possible. You’ll spend more time with your

I’m not a photographer for everyone, but if you want

photographer on your wedding day than with your

a partner, educator, and guide who take time to get

betrothed. If you wouldn’t want to spend a day with

to know what's unique about you, I could be a great

them... well, that’s what you’re signing up for!

fit for you. Let's get to know one another and find out!

frequently asked
QUESTIONS
YOUR COLLECTIONS INCLUDE 2 PHOTOGRAPHERS. WHAT'S UP WITH THAT?

WHAT’S IN YOUR CAMERA BAG?
I shoot with a Canon body and lenses from Canon’s L Series. When the situation calls for it, including receptions, I'll use on- and
off-camera speedlights (flashes). And I always have backup memory cards and batteries, plus granola bars, mints, and lip balm.
No really, there’s always a tube of Burt’s Bees in my bag (sometimes two.)

WHAT KIND OF DIGITAL FILES ARE INCLUDED?

I'm a firm beliver that there are too many important moments and too many moving pieces in a wedding to fully document the
day without two photographers. That's my preset collections include one of my talented second shooters (and sometimes an
assistant!) working under my direction and leadership on your big day, to make sure we catch every moment possible.

I shoot in a format called RAW, which you won’t be able to open without professional photo software. But consumer-friendly
JPEG files are ALWAYS included, fully edited, and in high resolution. Files come with a release for printing and posting. Post
them. Brag about them. Make all of your friends and followers jealous.

ARE YOU LGBTQ-FRIENDLY?

ARE YOU INSURED?

Absolutely, from the bottom of my heart. I deeply believe everyone has the right to tie the knot.

Yes! I have photographer’s liability insurance. If you need a certificate of insurance for your venue, I’m happy to provide one.

WHY DO YOU LIMIT THE NUMBER OF WEDDINGS YOU ACCEPT EACH YEAR?

DO YOU TRAVEL FOR DESTINATION WEDDINGS? WHAT ARE YOUR TRAVEL FEES?

My people-centric approach to weddings is a labor of love, not just another job. By limiting my wedding commissions to only 15
each year, I can focus on you as your unique selves, and give you the personal attention and artistry you deserve.

HOW MANY PHOTOS WILL WE RECEIVE? DO YOU DELIVER EVERY IMAGE YOU SHOOT?
For weddings, I deliver on average 50-70 images per hour. I don’t deliver every image I shoot, and you wouldn’t want me to!
Photographing people on days when emotions run high can yield some unflattering facial expressions. I shoot with a high-burst
shutter to make sure I have several facial expressions for a given moment. I deliver only the most flattering one! I don’t expect
you to take hours and hours to do that! I deliver the best photos in a way that fully tells the story of your entire day.

Yes! Yes! and Yes! I LOVE traveling and when I get the opportunity to travel and shoot a wedding at the same time, I’m in
heaven! For anywhere outside of 60 miles from downtown Washington DC, I individually calculate the cost of travel and
accommodations, and include that amount in the booking deposit.

WE WANT TO BOOK YOU FOR OUR WEDDING! WHAT NOW? CAN YOU SAVE OUR DATE?
We’ll schedule a consultation to chat about details over coffee or drinks, and make sure we’re a good match. I prefer to meet in
person, but if you’re far away, we can do by phone. A note that if we meet by phone, I do require that we meet in person (whether
for a follow-up consult sometime before the wedding, or for your engagement photos)! After the consultation, whenever you’re
ready I’ll send over a contract. Once you’ve both signed the contract, and I’ve received your booking fee, I’m all yours!

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT

a step-by-step guide to my wedding photography workflow
You’ll be working closely with your photographer from the time you start planning your wedding through
months after your wedding day. While each of my couples are different, we have a relationship with you
that lasts long before and after the wedding day itself.

ENGAGEMENT

TIMELINE

CONTRACT

SESSION

PLANNING

After the
consultation, to
move forward, you’ll
let me know what
package you’d
like, and I’ll send
over a contract
that outlines
expectations
and obligations.
Read, initial, (ask
questions,) sign,
and return by email
or USPS with your
deposit.

Your engagement
session is all about
getting comfortable
with me and building
trust! Once your
contract is signed, we’ll
select a date and start
planning locations.
2-4 weeks after the
session, you’ll see your
entire gallery of images
for the first time, and be
able to share on social
media, download, and
order prints.

It’s never too early
to start timeline
planning! How
many hours of
photography you
contract interacts
deeply with your
day-of timeline. We’ll
start talking timeline
at your consultation.
It’s important that I
be involved in the
process from the
start so nothing is
rushed or forgotten!

WEDDING

On your wedding
day, I’ll get there
early to scout and
set up preparation
shots. Because we
planned together
in advance, your
timeline will have
plenty of time built
in and we won’t
be rushed! You’ll
be able to enjoy
celebrating with
family and friends.

POST

DELIVERY +

SNEAK PEEK

PROCESSING

PUBLICATION

ALBUM

Within 36 hours of
your wedding day,
you’ll be able to
brag to friends and
family with a social
media sneak peek
image! This’ll keep
you in suspense
and help you enjoy
congratulations as
I prepare your full
set of wedding day
images.

This begins as
soon as your
wedding day ends!
I immediately
back up all of
your image files
in 3 places (one
off-site), then begin
the culling, color
correcting, and
editing proccess.
Every image you
receive in your
gallery has been
hand-selected and
hand-finished to tell
your story.

8-10 weeks after
your wedding day,
you’ll be able to
view your entire
day’s images in
your online gallery.
I blog each and
every couple’s
wedding day!
Beyond that, if I feel
your wedding is a
good candidate for
publication, we’ll
start that process,
which can take as
long as a year.

If you’re opting for an
album (and I hope you
are!) we’ll start album
design a few weeks
after I’ve delivered your
online gallery. When
I have a first draft of
the layout, you’ll get to
review it in my online
interface and make
your edit requests! We’ll
send it to the bindery
once you approve the
final design.

ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS
Engagement sessions are important. and help me get to know you better! Many of my clients are excited about
engagement sessions because they document a particular time in your lives. That's so great! What you may not
realize, though, is that the core reason to do an engagement session is actually to practice for your wedding day.
The engagement session is about you getting comfortable in front of the camera. When we shoot your
engagement photos, we keep building on the rapport we started at the consultation and via email. Together, we
learn what you’re like in front of the camera, your best angles, and how to make the most of them. Is your style
silly and wild, or soft and romantic? You learn that even if it feels weird, my guidance makes for flattering photos.
That way, when we get to the wedding day, things won’t feel awkward or forced, and we'll knock it out of the park!

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

GETTING READY

I love shooting at gorgeous places. I recommend two
locations and outfits max for engagements. A general
rule of thumb is the more locations and outfits, the
less images but the more variety you’ll have!

Soon after you've signed your contract, I'll share my
guide to everything engagement photo-related, which
includes advice + examples about what to expect:

Not sure where you want to shoot? I love helping my
couples think about what they want their images to
evoke, and what beautiful places are a good fit! I'm
also up-to-date on what popular locations require
permits, and what it takes to get them.

YOUR PERFECT FIT

•
•
•
•

Grooming
What to wear + how to look GREAT
Session timing
Preparing with your partner.

And of course, if you have questions or concerns, or
just need an opinion, I'm always here to help!

I offer engagement sessions in two sizes: standard and mini. Standard is the
traditional engagement session experience. Mini is exactly half that! One location and outfit (select booking
dates), perfect for a quick little practice run in front of my camera before your big day.

SAMPLE WEDDING DAY
A good wedding day timeline: it’s the #1 thing that can make or break your photography! These pages outline a model
traditional western wedding day. This 7.5 hour timeline assumes a 6:00 ceremony, a first look, and everything being at one
venue. Remember that all wedding days are different and your timeline will differ due to travel times, cultural traditions, and
unique situations! That said, this is an excellent starting place if you’re building your own timeline. If you have a planner or
coordinator, please be sure to share these guidelines about what we’ll need for photography time with them early on, as
every photographer is different!

personal details

2:30 - 3:15

My couples tell me again and again they love having these beautiful shots. It’s an important
part of the story, and I love time to shoot the dress, shoes, invitations, bouquets + bouts,
cufflinks, rings, etc. These shots help me warm up for the rest of the day. As I’m shooting
details, I’m also capturing shots of you and your attendants getting ready.

getting ready

3:15 - 4:00

After details, it’s time to get dressed! I encourage mom and any attendants to be
dressed before the you, so everyone looks nice in those images. Once dressed, you
can put on your jewelry, shoes, etc. and I will shoot individual portraits! Gentlemen,
your getting ready is usually less involved (but just as important). My second shooter
will usually join you while you celebrate and get dressed.

first look + portraits

4:00 - 4:45

This is one of my favorite parts of the day! After you take your time seeing one
another, I’ll begin taking a few romantic portaits while you’re still excited! I’ll take care
of the locations for these shots, though I’m open to suggestions! Why? Because the
LIGHT determines where we shoot, and I can’t determine that until I’m there!

wedding party portraits

4:50 - 5:25

I buffer in extra time throughout the day just in case anything unexpected holds us
up. One way to make sure we stay on schedule for group pictures is to make sure
people with boutonnieres put them on BEFORE they arrive for portraits. During
wedding party portraits, I’ll make sure to get some great shots of both sides of the
wedding party, separately AND together. Once we’re done, the couple can go into
hiding so early guests don’t sneak a peek.

venue details

5:30 - 5:50

If the reception is in the same venue as the ceremony, I’ll use this time to set
up lighting for photographing reception decor untouched. If the ceremony and
reception are at different venue, it’s great (if you can) to have cocktail hour OUTSIDE
of the main reception area so I can grab some great shots of your reception before
guests start laying down purses, coats, and drinks! And of course, no matter where
your ceremony and reception are, we’ll be sure to get some great shots of your
ceremony venue, as well.

the ceremony

the reception

6:00 - 6:30

It’s time to get married! Most ceremonies are about 30 minutes long, give or take. If your
ceremony is longer than 20 minutes, don’t sweat it -- we’ll make adjustments to the
timeline! Cherish these moments. Your ceremony will pass by so quickly!

family formals + cocktail hour

6:40 - 7:10

Family formals normally take place immediately after the ceremony, when ALL family will
be present. We’ll need ~30 minutes for family formals, and I will work with you in the weeks
beforehand to come us with a list of shots. I shoot these portraits outdoors (if possible) so
that they resemble more natural family portraits. Once we’ve finished, many of my couples
take advantage of the last few minutes of cocktail hour!

sunset portraits

20 minutes, prior to sunset

Technically, these are optional, but I highly recommend them. I adore having a few extra
minutes with my couples to sneak out and take a few “just married” portraits, during the
20-30 minutes before sunset. Since it’s sunset-based, this bit of your day can fall anywhere
from during cocktail hour to sometime during the reception. Between the glowing light,
and the glow on both of your faces from being married these photos are always cherished.

7:30 - 10:00

This is when the party begins! By this part of the day, my timeline is more relaxed. We’re
no longer racing against the sun for portraits, so timing isn’t as crucial, and I can just
focus on the reception events as they unfold. I recommend purchasing enough wedding
coverage as part of your package to cover the cake cutting or first 30 minutes of open
dancing (whichever comes later).

AT A GLANCE
details: 45 minutes

family formals: 30 minutes

getting ready: 30-45 minutes

extra portrait time: as much as you’ll
give me

first look + portraits: 35-45 minutes
wedding party: 35 minutes

2018 COLLECTIONS
6 hours of photography coverage
2 photographers
Printable digital files delivered via online photo gallery
Engagement mini session

$2800
7.5 hours of photography coverage
2 photographers
Printable digital files delivered via online photo gallery
10x10 classic wedding album
Engagement session

$4000
All day photography coverage
2 photographers
Printable digital files delivered via online gallery + USB drive
12x12 extended wedding album
Engagement session

$5100
Destination weddings + sessions are based on
travel costs, including airfare, transportation, and
hotel. Locations within 60 miles of downtown
Washington DC never include a travel fee. Contact
me for details.

Don’t see what you’re looking for? Custom collections and associate photographer rates are available.

ALBUMS + PRINTS

PARENT ALBUM

There is something special about creating your first heirloom. Having digital images is wonderful but having a printed
keepsake that tells a visual story of your wedding day is priceless! If you haven’t already invested in an album of your
own, you can always come back to me at any time and order one. I don't push product sales, but albums are important
not just for my couples to have... but for their grandchildren to enjoy as well.

A 6x6 miniature duplicate of your album, perfect for buying
in multiples for gifting!

$150

PRINTS + CANVASSES
You can order beautiful archival-quality prints, framed prints,
and canvasses from a top national print lab directly from
your online gallery. But if you'd prefer, the digital files are
yours: you may take them to any print lab you’d like.

CLASSIC WEDDING ALBUM

EXTENDED WEDDING ALBUM

10x10 album with flush mount binding
24 pages (12 spreads) with true photographic printing
Linen or leather grain cover

12x12 oversized album with flush mount binding
32 pages (16 spreads) with true photographic printing
Linen or leather grain cover

USB DRIVE OF PHOTOS

$450

$800

Downloading files from your online gallery is simple. But if

$2.25 and up

you'd prefer, order a copy of those same files on USB.

$45

customize!

Perfect your photography collection and
make it your own any of with these options

PHOTOGRAPHY COVERAGE
Add hours of photography coverage to any
collection (2 photographers)
$395 / hour in 30-minute increments

ENGAGEMENT SESSION
25+ fully edited photos / 90 minutes
delivered via private online gallery
$400 full / $200 mini

REHEARSAL DINNER
2 hours by one photographer
day before wedding (if available)
$400

ELOPEMENTS
Starting at $675

ASSOCIATE PHOTOGRAPHERS
Same tailored experience, with a seasoned
member of the ACP team on your wedding day
select dates - please inquire

KEY IN FILMS

keyinfilms.com

Throughout my years of working in the wedding industry, shooting a 12 person wedding at a state park, to a 300 person
wedding in an opulent downtown DC hotell ballroom, these are the people I’ve come to know, and love working alongside.
These are all vendors I have recommended personally to friends, have used in my own events, and who consistently
deliver an outstanding client experience!

MILLENNIIUM

washingtontalent.com

BACHELOR BOYS BAND

bachelorboysband.com

BRIAN JONES (MY DEEJAY)
mydeejay.com

BOWEN FILMS

bowenfilms.net

↑

VENUES

PRESIDENT
LINCOLN’S
COTTAGE

↑

↑

BANDS + DJS

lincolncottage.org

jewelhd.com

←

FLORISTS

WILD GREEN YONDER
wild-green-yonder.com

DJ CRAIG WOOD
↑

perpetualsoundllc.com

PLANNING + COORDINATION

AMAIA STECKER, PILAR & CO
apstecker.com

←

CHARMING GRACE EVENTS

RACHEL LANE
MAKEUP ARTISTRY

charminggraceevents.com

LISA HAVARD, L HARVARD EVENTS
lhavardevents.com

↑

VENDORS I LOVE

CINEMATOGRAPHY

MAKEUP

rachellanemua.com

IZZY B MAKEUP
izzybmakeup.com

HAIR

JEWEL HAIR DESIGN

2018

