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These pages contain the current schedule of programs and activities for 5778/2017-2018. Events are subject to change, so please
take note of future announcements.
Our Temple Hillel B’nai Torah community is blessed with a wealth of contacts and expertise among our own temple members. If you
have an idea for a program, are interested in making a presentation or bringing in a guest to speak on a topic of interest to our
community, please contact Temple President, Judith Levine Email: President@templehbt.org.

Temple Hillel B’nai Torah
120 Corey Street / W. Roxbury, MA 02132
(617) 323-0486 / www.templehbt.org

Special thanks to Benita Block, HBT Administrative Coordinator, and David Simons for design and production of this program book!
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In this tumultuous year, many of us find comfort, guidance, empowerment and inspiration in our HBT community.
Our congregation’s purpose is to offer comfort through Havurah, community, guidance through Torah, learning, empowerment
through Tikkun Olam, social justice, and inspiration through Avodah, spiritual life. We welcome all seekers, learners,
builders, and activists to take part in all that our synagogue community has to offer. We also encourage you to contribute
to our congregational life. You make us stronger. You make us wiser. You make us more compassionate. Together, we work to
make this a more just and peaceful world, a world of Shalom, wholeness and peace.
On the next page, you can read our statement of principles, describing how we aim to put these values into practice.
Under each event, you will see icons that represent one or more of these principles that undergird our activities.
I lead most services (Shabbat, holiday and weeknight minyan) with the help of our Avodah Committee and numerous volunteers,
students, and teachers who enhance our spiritual life. This year I am excited to lead a tour to Israel that promises to be unlike
any tour you’ve been on before. Our dual-narrative trip to Israel and Palestine will help us see the people and culture there
with new eyes. Registration is open until November 16. Leading up to the February trip, we will offer several educational
programs that are open to the community.
I am one of many teachers. I will continue to teach Torah study, and Family Education programs in the Chaverim School.
We also learn from one another, with the return of the successful American Jewish Short Stories and the Education for Action
presentations. Occasionally we also bring in outside speakers, such as Sasha Chanoff, who is this year’s Allen J. Worters
speaker, and Imam Abdul-Malak Merchant, who is our speaker for Human Rights Shabbat. In all these ways, we are committed
to Torah, to Jewish learning in its broadest sense.
I am proud to represent a congregation committed to Tikkun Olam, working for justice in both global and granular ways.
From feeding the needy through Family Table to working for racial justice to our commitment as a Level 2 Sanctuary congregation HBT’s social justice work is sustained by myriad acts of individuals and groups within our congregation and Chaverim
School. And don’t miss our rich Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend programming!
We are proud to be a diverse synagogue community, across age, race, Jewish background, sexual orientation, gender, income,
family constellation and many other parameters. We are dedicated to continue to learn and grow as a community to support
the diverse needs of our members. Our goal is to create a warm, welcoming community that recognizes the web of interdependence
that embraces everything we do. When we study, we build community. When we worship, we seek to create peace in the
world and in our hearts. Each of these values fortifies and sustains the others.
We urge you to try something new this year: meet new people, and discover parts of yourself in need of healing, hope,
strength, or renewal. I hope to accompany you and your family on your journey. Please don’t hesitate to email,
call or meet with me!

Rabbi Barbara Penzner
rabbi@templehbt.org • rabbarbara.blogspot.com

Torah – Learning

Torah – Learning
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Our Core Values:

Torah – Learning
Tikkun Olam – Social Justice

TORAH - Learning

TIKKUN OLAM Repairing the World

Tikkun Olam – Social Justice

Because study is at the heart of Jewish life,
learning pervades all aspects of our temple.
We make Jewish texts and traditions, ideas
and values accessible
to people of all ages
Havurah – Community
and backgrounds.
Tikkun Olam – Social Justice

We enlist the active participation of all our
members in hands-on efforts to nurture our
community, mend our society, and protect
our planet.
Havurah – Community

AVODAH - Seeking

HAVURAH - Making Community

Drawing from the well of Jewish spirituality,
we seek connections to God and each
other
through traditional and creative
Havurah
– Community
approaches to ritual, celebration, and prayer.

We welcome members of varied backgrounds
into a warm and caring inter-generational
community. We support each other through all
of life’s stages and joyfully integrate children
into all dimensions of temple life.

rah – Learning

kun Olam – Social Justice

vurah – Community

5778/2017 - 2018

Temple Hillel B’nai Torah
Statement of Principles
Hillel B’nai Torah is a haimish community that is rooted in Jewish
tradition and responsive to the world we live in. We actively engage our
members in the creative process of bringing new perspectives to tradition
and making tradition meaningful to contemporary lives.

5778/2017 - 2018
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Torah – Learning

TORAH - Learning
Following our congregational principles, we strive to
offer something for everyone: a movie with popcorn,
short story discussion with tea and cookies in the middle
of winter, discussions around the study of Tanach
Tikkun Olam – Social Justice
(Hebrew Bible), connecting to the joy of living through
movement and music, led by Israeli Teacher Sarah
Shenar, as well as ongoing study with our rabbi.

SEE ISRAEL AND PALESTINE
WITH NEW EYES

Some activities are located within the synagogue and
some are in members’ homes. Either way, all activities
generally offer small group venues, something to perk
Havurah – Community
your interest and offer a way to become better acquainted
with members of our congregation.

October 29

If you are new and unfamiliar with an activity or locale,
don’t hesitate to call the office for additional information,
or co-chairs Shelley Stevens;
shelleystevens34@gmail.com and
Roxanne Kelber; rkelber@verizon.net.

Four Sunday sessions:
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
December 3
January 7
January 28
These sessions aim to prepare travelers on the HBT
Dual-Narrative trip to Israel and Palestine. However,
all are welcome.

October 29
Discussion of Amos Elon’s The Israelis: Founders and
Sons laying the groundwork for the Israeli narrative.

November 19
Professor Derek Penslar, professor of Jewish history at
Harvard, a specialist in Zionism and a talented teacher,
will speak to us about the history of Israel and Zionism
with its nuances and complexities.
https://history.fas.harvard.edu/people/derek-penslar

December 3
Stephane Acel-Green, New England regional director of
the New Israel Fund, will speak about the current state of
grassroots civil society groups, the right wing in Israel,
and the work of the New Israel Fund.
http://www.nif.org/

January 7
Discussion of Ari Shavit’s My Promised Land, a recent
Israeli critique of the standard Zioniost narrative.

January 28
6:30 to 9 pm
Screening and discussion of the Israeli documentary
film, The Settlers.
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TORAH STUDY
Led by Rabbi Penzner
9 Saturdays: October 21, November 11,
December 16, January 6, February 10,
March 10, April 14, April 8, May 12
and June 3
8:45 am - 9:45 am
Now in our seventh year, our Torah study group discusses the
weekly parasha, or Torah portion, drawing on our personal
experience and learning from generations of commentators.
We focus on specific sections of the portion using the commentary in the Etz Hayim Humash as our jumping-off point
in the ongoing interpretive tradition of Torah study.
We ask that participants read through the portion in advance;
however, no Hebrew knowledge or prior experience is necessary.

BAGELS + TANACH
STUDY GROUP
Hosted by HBT members
5 Sundays: October 29, December 10,
February 4, March 18, and May 6
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
For several years now a group of us have been gathering
together to read and discuss the books of the Bible aside
from the Five Books of Moses that constitute the Torah.
The informal sessions have mostly been held at my home
over brunch on Sunday mornings from 11 AM to 1 PM.
At the close of last year we decided to start with the Book
of Esther and then go to Chronicles. If you are interested
in joining us you are most welcome.
Our sessions are held at members’ homes and are
accompanied with brunch. Newcomers and drop-ins are
always welcome.
For more information you can call Merle at: (617) 879 0491
or email her at mwolofsky@yahoo.com.

5778/2017 - 2018

ALLEN J. WORTERS
MEMORIAL LECTURE
FEATURING: SASHA CHANOFF,
From Crisis to Calling: Finding Your Moral
Center in the Toughest Decisions.
Friday, November 3
Catered Community Dinner 6:15 pm – 7:30 pm
Lecture 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Sasha will talk about the worldwide refugee problem and the
organization he founded, Refuge Point. Sasha invites you to
watch the video, “An Impossible Choice,” on the website
before the lecture.
Dinner: $19 per adult
Lecture: suggested donation $36
We do not accept money on Shabbat. Please RSVP
and pay in advance.

AMERICAN JEWISH
SHORT STORIES SERIES
Discussion led by HBT congregant and
scholar, Michael Kaufman
4 Tuesdays: December 19,
January 9 & 23, February 6
When asked what it means to be Jewish in contemporary
America, Philip Roth responded that it is a complicated,
morally demanding and singular experience. These four
discussion sessions will explore some of the complex
tensions in the American Jewish experience. Using short
stories by contemporary Jewish writers to frame our discussions, we will reflect on themes such as: the variety of Jewish
identity and the future of Judaism in America; whether there
is a special obligation one Jew has to another; the moral complexities associated with the emergence of the state of Israel
and what it means for Jewish identity; and the experience
of the second generation of survivors of the Shoah. We will
read Seize the Day by Saul Bellow, Mindel Gittel by Rebecca
Goldstein, The Magic Barrel by Bernard Malamud and Gilgul
by Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi to generate discussion in the four
sessions held during December, January and February.
Michael Kaufman has a doctorate in English and American
literature, and has taught a broad variety of literary courses
both within universities and outside the academy to business
and professional groups.For the past ten years he has taught
classes in Brandeis’ adult learning institute (BOLLI).
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LIFE LONG LEARNERS
HANUKKAH KULANU
YACHAD + MOVIE
“Theodore Bikel in the shoes of Shalom
Aleichem”
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We give each of our students their own Hebrew/English
Bible. Parents and children will find secret messages in the
book and locate their very own bar or bat mitzvah portions. In the second hour, the rabbi will meet with parents
separately.

Saturday evening, December 16
This hour and a quarter long movie tells of the impact of
Shalom Aleichem through the eyes of Theodore Bikel
who grew up under the influence of this storyteller of the
people. Come join us for havdallah, Chanukah candle
lighting and this charming movie chanukah.

YOM HASHOAH OBSERVANCE
+ MOVIE
“DENIAL”
Wednesday evening, April 11
“Denial” is based on the true story of academic scholar
Deborah Lipstadt who faced a lawsuit by David Irving, a
Holocaust denier, when she spoke out against his falsification of World War II atrocities.

FAMILY EDUCATION
PROGRAMMING
Family Education programs are a wonderful time for
parents and children to share together, and for families to
get to know our Rabbiand to learn as a class community.
Each kitah/class has at least one Family Education program
scheduled per school year.
We encourage both parents to attend all Family Education
Programs.
Each child should have at least one adult to be with them at
each program and to accompany them on field trips.
Grandparents or others may attend should a parent be
unavailable.

FIND YOUR WAY THROUGH
TANACH
with Rabbi Penzner
Kitah Dalet/Hey/Vav (4th/5th/6th grades)
Sunday, November 5th
10:00am – 12:00pm

HAKARAT HATOV: NOTICING THE
GOOD: GRATITUDE
Parparim/3’s & 4’s
Sunday, November 19
10:30am – 11:30am
Rabbi Penzner will introduce our youngest students (and
their parents) to the Jewish value hakarat hatov, noticing
the good or appreciation.
Rabbi Penzner will read a story and have a short talk with
the Parparim students, and then lead a discussion with
parents separately.

Synagogue Tour & Scavenger Hunt
with Rabbi Penzner
Kitah Bet/Gimel (2nd/3rd grades)
Sunday, January 7
10:00am – 12:00pm
Rabbi Penzner will introduce families to the Torah scrolls,
ritual objects and other secrets of our synagogue. In the
second hour, the rabbi will meet with parents separately.

Mezuzah Making with
Rabbi Penzner
Kitah Gan/Alef (K2/1st grades)
Sunday, January 28
10:00am – 12:00 noon
Parents and children will turn bedrooms into holy spaces
with a personal mezuzah that contains the words of the
Shema. In the second hour, the rabbi will meet with parents
separately.
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B’tzelem Elohim/In G-d’s Image
Bet/Gimel (2nd/3rd grades)
Sunday, February 4
10:00am – 12:00pm
Rabbi Penzner will discuss the Jewish value of b’tzelem
elohim, the idea that all human beings are made in the
divine image. Students will be encouraged to explore
the ways in which they are godly and do godly things.
In the second hour, the rabbi will meet with parents
separately.

Mitzvot/What You Do ‘Cause
You’re a Jew
Parparim/3’s & 4’s
Sunday, April 8
10:30am – 11:30am
Rabbi Penzner will introduce our youngest students
(and their parents) to the concept of mitzvot, Jewish
obligations, or “what you do ‘cause you’re a Jew.”
Rabbi Penzner will read a story and have a short talk
with the Parparim students, and then lead a discussion
with parents separately.

Orientation to Bar and Bat
Mitzvah at HBT
Kitah Dalet/Hey/Vav (4th/5th/6th grades)
Sunday, April 29
10:00am – 12:00pm
Rabbi Penzner will meet with parents to discuss the
thinking behind the bar and bat mitzvah process. In the
second hour, the rabbi will meet with parents and
students together to talk about what they will learn for
their bar or bat mitzvah.

“What’s in A Name”
with Rabbi Penzner
What does your Hebrew name mean?
Bet/Gimel (2nd/3rd grades)
Sunday, May 6th 10am – 12:00pm

5778/2017 - 2018

Rabbi Penzner will help parents and children learn
about the students’ Hebrew names. Afterward, parents
will decorate the siddurim (prayerbooks) they will give
to their children at the Shabbat Kulanu Yachad on
May 19.

Cemetery Tour
Kitah Zayin/7th grade
10:00am –12:00pm
Parents, students, and teacher participate in an educational tour entitled “Cemeteries are for the Living”
at the Baker Street Cemeteries in West Roxbury. This
program is part of the Zayin students’ lifecycle studies,
and helps the students learn more about Jewish practices
in death, burial, and mourning.

B’nai Mitzvah Parent Orientation
with Benita Block
Parents of Kitah Dalet/Hey/Vav
(4th/5th/6th grades)
Sunday, June 3
10:00am – 12:00pm
Parents meet with Benita to go over the culture of celebration following the bar or bat mitzvah service at HBT,
and will answer questions about the kiddush luncheon,
kosher caterers, music, and photography.

5777/2017 - 2018
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Social Justice

AVODAH - Seeking
Shabbat
Kabbalat Shabbat services
January 5, 2018 and May 11, 2018
7:30 – 8:30pm
(For community dinner, information
see Havurah)

Each celebration of a bar or bat mitzvah at HBT is a special
occasion for our community, as well as for the student and
family. As we witness each student rising to the bimah with
pride and confidence, we are assured of the future of our
congregation and the Jewish people. This is also an opportunity for each student to appreciate what it means to be part
of a larger, loving community.

Shabbat Morning Services

We encourage all members, as well as visitors to HBT, to
join in our b’nai mitzvah celebrations. Please plan to arrive
before the service begins at 10:00 am so that we may greet
the family and their guests into our community. And please
plan to stay for the festive kiddush afterward. Everyone is
welcome to take part in the service as well as the celebration.

We hold Shabbat services year-round at 10:00 am every
Saturday morning, followed by Kiddush and schmoozing at
noon. Holiday and B’nai Mitzvah services end at 12:30. We
urge everyone to arrive at 10 to enjoy the spiritual uplift of
singing and praying together with the HBT community.

		 Chanting Shabbat
With Rabbi Penzner
		 and Tracy Rich

Join us to welcome Shabbat in song! Following dinner, we
slow down to a Shabbat pace to greet the Sabbath and one
another, and together create a holy community.

Saturday mornings, November 18,February
3, March 24, and May 5
10:00 am – 12:00 pm,
followed by Kiddush and shmoozing

munity

B’nai Mitzvah
Shabbat mornings, as scheduled
10:00am - 12:30pm, followed by
festive Kiddush luncheon
The following students will be called to the Torah as
b’nai mitzvah this year:

September 16 		 Vijay Fisch
October 28 		 Seth Haycock-Poller
December 2 		 Maia Frost
January 20 		 Sarah Albert
March 3

		 Sam Langner

June 23 		 Anna Bethune

Looking for a spiritual Shabbat experience without all those
words? Try out a Chanting Shabbat as a different way to
access the many gifts of Shabbat: connection, rest, reflection,
music and learning.
At a Chanting Shabbat, Rabbi Penzner and Tracy Rich
welcome you to a service built around a theme from the
weekly Torah reading. Through song, meditation, Torah
reading and discussion, each person will be able to use the
time for spiritual reflection, while remaining true to the
basics of a Shabbat morning service. No experience with
meditation or with Hebrew prayer is necessary; however,
if you do have a practice, or you know the Shabbat service,
you can deepen your knowledge and your practice in new/
old ways.
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Family Shabbat Service
Saturday mornings, November 4,
February 10, March 17, April 14
11:15am - 12:00pm,
followed by Kiddush luncheon and
schmoozing with the entire congregation.

5778/2017 - 2018

NEW: Teen Minyan, Dinner and
Discussion Group
Led by Justin Held
Thursdays: October 19, November 16,
December 21, January 18, February 15,
March 15, April 12, May 17
6:30 -8:30pm

New! A Shabbat morning Family Service geared at children
Kindergarten-3rd grade and their parents. Older and younger
kids, and young-at-heart adults are welcome too.
This interactive service, led by Rabbi Barbara Penzner, offers
families a “step up” from our monthly Friday night Shakin’
(Tot) Shabbat program. School-age children can explore
Torah stories, help lead prayers they have been learning in
Chaverim School, and experience the sacredness and joy of
Shabbat morning together in community. Parents can become
familiar with the flowAvodah
of a–morning
service and gain comfort
Worship
with the prayers and singing.

Calling all teens (post b’nai mitzvah through 12th graders)!
We are going to be having an awesome monthly program.
One Thursday a month, join together with other HBT teens as
we help the synagogue make a minyan, enjoy dinner together and
have a lively conversation about how current events affect us as
Jewish young adults. Rabbinical student Justin Held will lead
minyan for teens as well as the rest of the community.
Afterward, teens will have dessert together and continue
enjoying each other’s company.

This short, accessible service will be followed by a kiddush
lunch with the rest of the HBT congregation. Please arrive by
11:15 so that we are all together for an uplifting community
experience.

For more information and cost of the teen program, call or email
Education Director Hillary Pinsker at education@templehbt.org.
All ages welcome to the regular Thursday night minyan at 7:30.

WEEKNIGHT MINYAN

Visit the temple website for more information about all
of our High Holy Day programming.

Mondays and Thursdays, 7:30 to 8 pm
Torah – Learning
(September – June)
Rabbi Barbara Penzner and Avi Davis take turns each week
leading a half-hour evening service.
Come to refresh your soul at the end of the day, and to be a
support for individuals who have come to say kaddish after a
loss or in observance of a yahrzeit (anniversary of a death).
We encourage all members to sign up in advance to do the
mitzvah of creating a minyan. (Minyan consists of 10 Jews
Olam are
– Social Justice
above the age of 13. AllTikkun
ages
welcome. Non-Jews are
also welcome to participate.)

HOLIDAY + SPECIAL SERVICES

Selichot at Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland St. West Newton
Saturday, September 24
8:30 pm – 10:00 pm

Sukkot morning service
Thursday, October 5
10:00am – 12:30pm with kiddush in the sukkah

Shemini Atzeret Service with Yizkor
Thursday, October 12
10:00am – 12:30pm; Yizkor 11:30am
Havurah – Community

5777/2017 - 2018

Temple Hillel B’ nai Torah Programs + Activities

Page 10

Simchat Torah Celebration
Thursday, October 12
6:30 – 8:00pm

Pesach Kulanu Yachad
Sunday, March 25
9:45am – 12:15pm

A high point of the year at HBT, with singing, dancing, and
unfurling of the entire Torah scroll around the sanctuary. Stay
to bid on a pumpkin! Fun for adults and children of all ages.

Our annual matzah baking, with activities for school-age
children and an adult program to prepare for the Passover
holiday.

Simchat Torah Morning Service
Friday, October 13
10am to 12:30pm
with the Parkway Minyan

8th day of Pesach Shabbat Service
with Yizkor
Saturday, April 7
10am – 12:30pm; Yizkor 11:30am

More dancing and singing. We finish reading the Book of
Devarim and begin again with Bereishit.

Yom HaShoah Observance
Wednesday, April 11
Film, “Denial”
Thursday, April 12
7:30pm minyan and commemoration

Hanukkah
First Candle, Tuesday evening,
December 12
Hanukkah Havdalah Kulanu Yachad
Saturday evening, December 16
5:30 – 7:30pm
Eighth Candle, Tuesday, December 19
Purim
Chaverim School Megillah Reading
Wednesday, February 28
5:00 – 6:00pm
Come in costume, hear the Story of Esther and
eat hamantashen. All ages.

Adult Megillah Reading
Wednesday, February 28
7:00 – 8:30pm
Adult-themed costumes and, prizes, and hamantashen.

Lag B’ Omer Cookout
Wednesday, May 2
5:00 – 7:00pm
Lag B’omer is a break in the 49-day count from Pesach to
Shavuot, considered a period with minimal rejoicing. From
rabbinic times, Lag B’omer, which is Day 33 in the count, was
a day for weddings and outings. In modern Israel, it’s become a
day for cookouts and bonfires. We are taking advantage of that
custom to have our own cookout after Chaverim School.
Join us!

Community Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Saturday, May 19
8:30pm – through the night
Congregation Kehillath israel, Brookline
Awaken your soul with the Boston area’s finest teachers.
Stay for as many sessions as long you can keep awake.
Don’t miss the midnight Sermon Slam.
Health Care Cost Containment: Working to make sure that
Massachusetts Health Care contains costs and provides
affordable rates.

Shavuot Morning Service with Yizkor
Sunday May 20
10am – 12:30pm; Yizkor 11:30am
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TIKKUN OLAM – REPAIRING THE WORLD
We enlist the active participation of all our members to join in hands-on efforts for racial and economic
justice, human rights and protecting our planet at whatever level is possible.For more information on
how you can become involved in the congregation’s many Tikkun Olam activities and events, contact
Co-Chair of Tikkun Olam Committee Sherry Flashman, sflashman@gmail.com

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO)
Hillel B’nai Torah was the first synagogue and the first Jewish organization to join GBIO when it was founded in 1996.
GBIO is a coalition of 50 faith-based communities that builds relationships and joint organizing campaigns to build power
to pursue justice in Massachusetts. GBIO is an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF). www.gbio.org.
The current GBIO priorities are:

MA Criminal Justice Reform:

Community Preservation Act:

Major advocacy effort underway to

Passed on the Boston November 8, 2016

pass four priority bills this legislative

ballot, the CPA will expand funding for af

session: end mandatory minimum

fordable housing and reduce gentrifica-

drug sentencing, reduce solitary

-tion pressures. GBIO continues to work

confinement,  pre-trial and bail reform,

to implement the CPA with the A Better

and reduce fees &  fines on release

Boston Coalition. (contact Sherry

Contact Josh Frank,

Flashman to  sflashman@gmail.com)

jsfrank19841999@gmail.com

Reducing Gun Violence:
Health Care Cost Containment:

Supporting Massachusetts comprehen-

Working to make sure that Massachusetts

sive reforms and the “Do Not Stand Idly

Health Care contains costs and provides

By” campaign to promote smart gun

affordable rates.

technology to reduce gun violence.

ADVOCACY AND

Interested in participating? Contact HBT liaison: Ari Davidow at ari@ivritype.com

5777/2017 - 2018
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AWARENESS
CAMPAIGNS
Periodic advocacy campaigns on current public policy
issues are part of the mission of Tikkun Olam at HBT. These
campaigns may involve petition signing, calling or meeting
with local public officials, and attending rallies
and hearings. Current campaigns and initiatives include:

Immigrant and Refugee
Solidarity Committee
We are working on many fronts to provide support and
advocate for the rights of undocumented immigrants in our
surrounding communities to oppose the current policies of
aggressive detention and deportations. HBT joined the Massachusetts Communities Action Network (MCAN) Sanctuary Support Network. We are working with a cluster of
congregations in JP, West Roxbury and Roslindale prepared
to provide physical sanctuary. We also attend rallies and
hearings, sign petitions and advocate with public officials for
the passage of the Safe Communities Act. For more information, contact Ken Farbstein, kenfarbstein@earthlink.net.
See Social Justice Event Below: September 24th Jewish and
Latino: Immigrant Identify and
Activism in the New Year.

HIAS Welcoming Congregations
HBT is part of the growing list of synagogues in support of
refugees, founded by HIAS http://www.hias.org/ask-yourcongregation-join-hias-welcome-campaign

Racism, White Privilege and Jewish
Multiracial/Multicultural Education
We strive to achieve greater multi-cultural awareness, racial
justice and equity within the HBT community and in the
broader community. See Social Justice Event Below:
October 5th, Dialogue on Race in West Roxbury.

Education for Action Series
Saturdays. Dates TBD
Last year the series focused on youth and the criminal justice
system in MA with exciting guest speakers and attendance
from HBT and West Roxbury neighbors. Stay tuned for this
year’s programming. To become involved, contact
Josh Frank, jsf19841999@gmail.com
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Criminal Justrice Reform
Ex-prisoners and Prisoners Organizing for Community
Advancement (EPOCA) The Jobs Not Jails campaign is
also seeking major criminal justice reform in MA through
several priority bills. Coordinated with GBIO Criminal
Justice Committee. http://exprisoners.org/
Contact: Sherry Flashman sflashman@gmail.com

Income Inequality and
Workers’ Rights
Raise Up Massachusetts Campaign for Economic Equality
We engage in legislative advocacy for economic equality — the Fight for $15, Paid Family Medical Leave, and
the Fair Share Tax to expand state resources to help ALL
Massachusetts families thrive. This fall we are supporting
a Ballot Petition signature campaign underway to place
two questions on the November 2018 ballot. Looking for
volunteers this fall to help HBT collect signatures from
congregation members, friends and co-workers. Contact
Sherry Flashman sflashman@gmail.com; http://raiseupma.org/

New England Jewish
Labor Committee
The New England JLC is “a non-profit social justice organization of people who believe that the connection between
the Jewish and labor communities is important to the wellbeing and forward movement of both communities and to
the broader society as well.
Whether we are teachers, rabbis, service workers, accountants, business people, administrators, carpenters, or
attorneys—we are part of the fabric of a society of working
people.” We support NEJLC calls to action to support rallies, speakers and events to support the lives and livelihoods of all workers.
Our Rabbi serves as co-chair of the New England JLC and
chairs the annual Labor Seder in Boston. NEJLC is an affiliate of the National Jewish Labor Committee.
http://newenglandjewishlabor.org/
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Coalition of Immokalee
Workers (CIW)
The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) is “a workerbased human rights organization internationally recognized
for its achievements in the fields of social responsibility,
human trafficking, and gender-based violence at work.”
We support the work of the CIW, which the New York
Times has called “the best workplace-monitoring program”
in the US. In the past, we worked with the CIW to encourage Trader Joe’s to sign on to the Fair Food Program, which
is provides standards and accountability for farmworker
justice.
We are currently raising awareness around boycotting
Wendy’s to advocate for fair wages and decent labor conditions for Florida’s tomato agricultural workers. Our Rabbi,
who has visited the workers in Immokalee, Florida, serves
on the Faith working Group of the Alliance for Fair Food,
to
support the CIW’s work. www.ciw-online.org

Food Justice and
Environmental Sustainability
Ganei Beantown
HBT supports Beantown Jewish Gardens in building community through experiential food and agriculture education
rooted in Jewish text, tradition and culture. Facilitating a
connection between Judaism, food, and agriculture breathes
new life into Jewish tradition, community, and identity and
engages the Jewish community in the question of how to
feed ourselves and the world in a just and sustainable manner.
Look for the Boston Jewish Food Conference in the spring.
http://www.beantownjewishgardens.org/
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MITZVAH
OPPORTUNITIES
Yad Chessed
HBT is a proud supporter of this community-wide loan
fund. Yad Chessed supports Jewish individuals and families
by alleviating economic distress and helping them reach
financial stability. During Purim, HBT participates in Yad
Chessed’s Matanot L’Evyonim tsedaka program to remember the needy during our joyous celebration. We help raise
and distribute funds to over 600 families on Purim day.
http://www.yadchessed.org/

Family Table
Sunday deliveries to Family Table in Waltham are monthly
October 22, November 12, December 3, January 7,
February 11 (Purim Distribution),
March 25 (Passover Distribution) April 22, May 13
(Shavuot Distribution), June 10, July 15, August 5
The HBT community has pledged to contribute 35 boxes o
f whole wheat crackers and 35 cans of canned or dry beans
every month to feed hungry Jewish families in the Greater
Boston area. Bring donations anytime! The drop box is in
the main foyer.
One volunteer is needed to deliver HBT’s collection to
Family Table in Waltham each month on the scheduled
Sunday. Delivery can also happen on another day of the
prior week and must be arranged with the JFCS Family
Table Coordinator. If an individual or family group wants to
bag and deliver groceries on one of these Sundays, contact
the temple office.
To sign up, contact our Family Table Coordinator,
Keren Sammett at k.sammett@comcast.net
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SOCIAL JUSTICE EVENTS
		 Jewish and Latino: Immigrant
		 Identity and Activism in the
		 New Year

Larry M. Diamond Tikkun Olam
Youth Award Dinner and Ceremony

Sunday, September 24, 3pm to 5pm

6:15 pm dinner

Join us to start the year off with a special event sponsored
by the Tikkun Olam Immigrant and Refugee Solidarity
Committee. Get engaged in understanding and protecting
immigrants’ rights through spoken word performance,
writing reflection and a shared learning experience.
Special Guest: Jonathan Mendoza. Mr. Mendoza is a young
Jewish Mexican-American immigration activist and awardwinning spoken word artist. Mr. Mendoza will treat us to
a spoken word performance and guide us in several group
exercises and personal writing reflections as we connect to
stories of immigrants, ancestry, identity, and facing conditions under current US policies.

7:30 pm Award Ceremony

This event is sure to be of interest to teens, and adults.
For a sneak preview of Mendoza’s work, see: http://mendozapoetry.com/

Dialogue on Race in
West Roxbury
October 5, 2017. Time TBD.
HBT is joining our neighbors, Theodore Parker Unitarian Church and Holy Name Parish and for a first Dialogue
about Race, with Dr. Matia Martin of the City of Boston
Office of Resilience and Racial Equity. A safe space will
be created for thoughtful and engaging discussion on this
issue so exacerbated in the current political climate. This is
an exciting new initiative for us to be involved in and we
encourage wide attendance.

Human Rights Shabbat Weekend
Friday-Saturday-Sunday,
December 8-10

Friday, December 8th

The Larry M. Diamond Tikkun Olam Youth Award is
intended to celebrate young people in the HBT community
who have made a longstanding commitment to a cause or
to an organization that works to repair the world. We invite
the awardee to address the congregation and to meet with
students in the Chaverim School, to provide role models of
young Jews who are committed to Tikkun Olam. Students
receive a small financial award and a certificate.
Students in high school through age 25 are encouraged to
apply by writing an essay describing their sustained commitment to social justice work and by submitting a recommendation from a supervisor or co-worker. For more information
on applying for the award, go to: http://www.templehbt.org/
new-page-2/

Human Rights Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 9th
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Service will be followed by a Kiddush lunch and guest
speaker Imam Abdul-Malik Merchant “In our backyard:
Muslim experience during the Trump administration”
We read from The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
as the morning’s haftarah (prophetic) reading. The recipient
of our Youth Award will receive a special honor and a blessing from the rabbi. After the service, our guest speaker will
address the community over lunch.
Abdul-Malik Merchant is associate imam of the Islamic
Society of Boston Cultural Center (ISBCC).

Recipient of Larry M Diamond Youth
Award Presents to Chaverim School
Community
Sunday, December 10th
10 am – 12 pm
Human Rights Shabbat is supported by a generous grant
from the Diamond family, in fond memory of Larry M.
Diamond, HBT member and former head of the Tikkun
Olam committee.
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Havurah – Community

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WEEKEND

HAVURAH - MAKING COMMUNITY

Martin Luther King, Jr. Shabbat
Kulanu Yachad

Semi-Annual HBT Retreat

Saturday, January 13, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

The HBT retreat at Craigville Retreat Center on the Cape
is coming! Don’t miss out on welcoming Shabbat on the
beach, singing, dancing, crafts, Torah discussion and restoring your soul with the HBT community. Get to know members of all ages, deepen friendships, and discover the magic
of our diverse, talented, compassionate and fun community.
Everyone is welcome to share ideas, lead a program or can
help us plan our next great congregation-wide retreat.
Registration will begin in January 2018.

Get inspired with a moving Shabbat service including
songs of the Civil Rights movement, readings from Dr. King
and other civil rights activists, and an adult discussion of
the contemporary demands to promote civil rights and to
combat racism. Children in the Chaverim School will be
engaged in age-appropriate programming. Everyone will
join together for Shabbat lunch at noon.
We also celebrate New Members’ Shabbat and welcome
all those who have joined our community this year.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast
Monday, January 15,
8:00 am –10:00 am
Boston Convention Center
Boston’s oldest and biggest tribute to Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. is co-sponsored by Union United Methodist
Church and St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. HBT has been
the only synagogue to send a delegation to the breakfast in
recent years, building on our relationship with UUMC.
The speaker is always inspiring, drawing on the message of
Dr. King. Tickets are available on line. HBT members will
be seated together.
http://www.mlkbreakfastboston.org/

Annual Louis D. Brown
Mother’s Day Walk for Peace
Sunday, May 13
Gather in Dorchester at 7:30 am; walk from
8:30 am – 11 am (approximately)
HBT members have taken a prominent role at this annual
event, as part of our commitment to end gun violence.
Come march behind the HBT banner through the streets of
Dorchester. ldbpeaceinstitute.org For more Information
contact Keren Sammett at k.sammett@comcast.net

Friday, June 15th – Sunday, June 17th

Community Dinners and
Programming
Dinner 6:15 pm Program 7:30 pm
Enjoy a communal meal and schmooze over the Shabbat
table at one of our community Shabbat dinners. Dinners are
a time to develop our relationships with one another and we
welcome non-members to get to know us over dinner.
Each month we will provide a variety of programs after
dinner, so you can come to dinner, the program or both.
We hope you will come join us for an uplifting welcome
to Shabbat.
November 3		
Community Dinner,
			Allen J. Worters
			Memorial Lecture
December 8 		
Community Dinner,
			Human Rights
			Shabbat Program
January 5 		
Community Dinner,
			
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 		
			with the Rabbi
March 9 			
Community Dinner,
			Israel Trip Travelogue
April 27			Shabbat @Home
May 11 			
				

Community Dinner, Musical
Kabbalat Shabbat with the Rabbi

Community dinner cost:
			

Adults: $19. Families: $54.
Children 6 & under eat free
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NOTE: No money will be accepted on Shabbat. Please
RSVP your attendance for each Community Dinner to the
HBT office at 617-323-0486. Cancellation policy: Our
policy provides for a full refund if you notify the HBT office
of any cancellation by the 5:00pm on the Wednesday before
the Friday dinner. If you RSVP your attendance, but do not
come and do not cancel by Wednesday, you will be responsible for payment.

Sunday, March 4
11:30 am ages 5 and under
12:00 – 1:30 pm Open admission

Shabbat @ Home Dinners

Come in a costume that reflects this year’s theme, or any
Purim costume will do.

Purim Carnival

Purim is fun for everyone! Games, prizes, bouncy house,
face-painting, and hamantashen for everyone. Following
Chaverim School.

Friday evenings In members’ homes
Would you like the opportunity to spend time getting to
know the people that you pray with, study with or see when
you are at the temple? Would you like to celebrate Shabbat
without having to prepare an entire Shabbat dinner or would
you just like to relax and end the week together with your
friends?
Shabbat@Home Dinners bring temple members together in
small groups so that they can get to know each other better.
They also provide an opportunity for people who want to
learn more about our community to get to know us.
Last year we hosted more than ten dinners on four Shabbat
evenings, which took place in individual members’ homes.
Over 70 people participated and the feedback has been
incredibly positive.
If you have any questions or feedback please email Martha
Chason-Sokol at mchasonsokol@gmail.com or call her at
617-921-0542. We hope you will join us.

KULANU YACHAD
Experiential Learning for All Ages
Kulanu Yachad (koo-lah-noo yah-chad)
means “all of us together.”
Kulanu Yachad brings our entire congregation under one
roof for Shabbat and holiday observances, tikkun olam
projects, learning and community. Five times during the
year we have scheduled events that include programming
for all ages, families and backgrounds.
Kulanu Yachad is a time to meet other members, to experience the joys of Shabbat and holidays, to deepen your
connections to your spiritual life and Jewish heritage. Kulanu Yachad is meant for HBT members and non-members
as well, so please bring your friends!

Community Sukkah Kulanu Yachad
Wednesday, October 4,
5:00 pm -7:00pm
See above

Simchat Torah Kulanu Yachad
Thursday , October 12,
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
See above

Martin Luther King, Jr. Shabbat
Kulanu Yachad
Saturday, January 13, 10:00 am - noon
see Tikkun Olam for details
no school on Sunday, January 14
See above
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Pesach Kulanu Yachad - Matza baking
Sunday, March 25, 9:45am -12: 15pm
Activities for life-long learners to prepare
for Pesach. Bring home your own handbaked matza for the seder.
See above

Shabbat Kulanu Yachad –
Student-led service
Saturday, May 19, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Our entire congregation kvells over our Chaverim School
students as they lead us in prayer, teach us songs, and inspire
us. The bet-gimel class is featured, having completed their
first year of two-day a week school and mastered Hebrew
reading. We honor parents, teachers, and school committee
members at this joyous Shabbat morning service and
kiddush luncheon.

PROGRAMMING FOR FAMILIES
WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
Shakin’ Shabbat
Rabbi Barbara Penzner
Friday evenings 5:45 pm–6:15 pm
Shakin’ Shabbat is our monthly musical, interactive family
program for parents with young children 6 & under. Come to
dance, sing, celebrate special moments with your child, have
story time, and joyfully welcome Shabbat together.
Led by Rabbi Barbara Penzner, this short, fun service is
accessible, free, and followed by either a pizza dinner or an
HBT Community Dinner.
September 8 		
				

(followed by Community
Open House Cookout)

October 20 		

(followed by dinner)

November 10 		

(followed by dinner)

December 8 		
				
				

(followed by Community
Dinner for Human Rights
Shabbat)
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January 5 			
				
				

(followed by Community 		
Dinner and Musical Kab		
balat Shabbat)

February 2 		
				

(followed by Community 		
Dinner and Game Night)

March 			

(followed by dinner)

April 27 			

(followed by dinner)

May 11 			
				
				

(followed by Community		
Dinner and Musical Kab		
balat Shabbat)

High Holy Day Services for
preschoolers- 1st graders
See: High Holy days

Special early entry to HBT
Purim Carnival
Sunday morning, March 4, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
General Admission: 12:00 noon

Pesach Kulanu Yachad
Sunday morning, March 25, 10 am – 12:00 pm
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MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY
GATHERINGS

BOSTON AREA JEWISH EVENTS

New Member Orientation

November 8 -20, 2017

(before November Semi-Annual Meeting)
Sunday morning, November 12, 9:15 am

The Boston Jewish Film Festival celebrates the richness of the
Jewish experience through film and media. Throughout the year,
the Festival engages and inspires the community to explore the
full spectrum of Jewish life, values and culture.
http://www.bjff.org/

Semi-Annual Meeting
Sunday morning, November 12
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Semi-Annual Member Meeting is an opportunities for everyone in our community to gather together. This meeting typically includes a member business meeting as well as group
discussions on topics of current interest.

Annual Meeting
Wednesday evening, April 4
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Annual Meeting is an opportunities for everyone in our
community to gather together – for business, each year we
hold board and officer elections at the Annual Membership
Meeting in March

Spring Fling Annual Fundraiser
Saturday evening, March 25,
7:30 pm – 10:30 pm
HBT’s annual “Spring Fling” is our annual gala. Stay tuned
for our latest, greatest fundraiser yet!

Meetings of the HBT Board of
Directors and Steering Committee
Wednesday evenings, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
The Steering Committee consists of the temple officers.
The temple board consists of members representing
different aspects of the congregation.
While Board meetings are specifically meant for elected
representatives, all are open to temple members. Minutes
are available in the temple office, and temple members are
encouraged to communicate with Directors and Officers
about agenda items and issues of concern. See HBT
calendar for dates.

Boston Jewish Film Festival

Jewish Arts Collaborative, Boston
The Jewish Arts Collaborative explores and presents the rich,
diverse, and creative world of Jewish arts and culture—past,
present, and future—to the widest possible audience, in venues
across Greater Boston. Through a broad range of programming
spanning the traditional to the innovative, we present the finest
local, national, and international talent creating artistic work
with a distinctive Jewish voice. http://www.jartsboston.org/

LimmudBoston 2018
Temple Reyim 1860 Washington St. Newton
December 3, 2017 9:00 am – 5:30 pm
HBT is a co-sponsor of LimmudBoston, which is more
than just an all-day conference of Jewish learning. It’s a
happening, a Jewish learning fest of culture and identity.
From storytelling, music and meditation to Torah and Talmud,
LimmudBoston offers inspiration and education – engaging
beginners and scholars alike. Discuss, listen, watch and wonder–in workshops that explore lifecycle, Israel, spirituality and
identity. Dance and clap; sing and shop; bake and taste! Get
information to volunticipate, teach or register at:
https://limmudboston.org.

!

A Little Bit of Heaven, Hardship, and Hope:
Seeing Israel and Palestine with New Eyes

Brought to you by:

February 15 – 24, 2018

Deadline to register October 16, 2017
A trip for adults and teens (age 13 and above)
!

On this trip, we will delve into the complexity of life behind the
headlines, to learn more about the fears, dreams, and hopes of Israeli
Jews, Israeli Arabs, and Palestinians. Whether you have visited Israel
before or this is your first time, you will discover this land in new ways.
Our MEJDI guides will offer multiple narratives of the history and
present realities here, and we will meet courageous and imaginative
leaders who are working every day for the future peace between these
peoples. Join Temple Hillel B’nai Torah and Rabbi Barbara Penzner for
the chance of a lifetime, to learn together and connect with people, art,
music, food and warm hospitality in Israel and the West Bank.
We welcome Jewish and non-Jewish family members. Travelers do not
need to be members of HBT, but our members are given preference if
we reach our limit of 35 participants.

$2,998* per person, $300 deposit is due October 16, 2017

*Price Per Person is $2,998: Travelers are responsible for paying $2,998 based on a
minimum of 16 participants in the tour. Should less than 16 people join the tour, each
traveler will be responsible for paying $3,665. Should at least 21 people join the tour, the
price will drop and each traveler will be responsible for paying $2,636.

For more information or to book your tour, visit our website,
http://bit.ly/HBTtrip, or contact Danielle DiVerde at 703-3491554. or danielle@mejditours.com.

TRIP INCLUDES
✓

9 Nights Lodging
(double occupancy)

✓

Meals as listed on
itinerary
Private bus and
driver

✓

All sites, entrances,
and speaker fees

✓

Customary tips for
guides and driver

✓

U.S. and Jerusalem
based customer
service
representative

!

T e mp l e H i l l e l B ’n ai To r ah

Find your
p la ce at

HBT
Avodah – Worship

Find a teacher,
make a friend.
It’s all happening
at HBT.
Avodah – Worship

Torah – Learning

Avodah – Worship
Torah – Learning

Tikkun Olam – Social Justice

Torah – Learning
Avodah – Worship
Tikkun Olam – Social Justice

Havurah – Community

Havurah – Community

