Official newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Triumph Club

2014 Highlights

Photo by Gordon K.

Impromptu Gaggle

Elected Officers 2015

The PM’s Corner by David Bosh:

Prime Minister David Bosh
Vice-PM
Mike Mcguire
Minister of Letters Liz Reed
Treasurer Ralph Malewska
Newsletter
Eric Malewska
Events
Mark Bosler
Membership
Janet Cline
Regalia
Brooks Turner

Happy 2015 RMTC!! My family and I
hope everyone had a great holiday
season, starting with enjoying your
Thanksgiving dinners with your families
and friends and working your appetite
towards our Christmas Party at the
Stonegate Clubhouse in Parker. This in
turn would be followed by more
festivities with your own Christmas
Appointed Officers
celebrations with your family and
Publisher
Sean DeBow
Webmaster Andrej Galins friends and the Grand Finale of New Years with champagne and cider openings all
over Colorado and the World. All I can say is CHEERS everyone.
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Our RMTC elections are over. I want to thank everyone for participating. I look
forward to working with Mike McGuire our Vice Prime Minister, Liz Reed our
Minister of Letters, Ralph Malewska our Treasurer, Mark Bosler our Events
Coordinator, Eric Malewska our Newsletter Editor, Janet Cline our Minister of
Membership and Brooks Turner our Regalia Coordinator. I feel this will be a great
team and that can achieve a lot with everyone’s input, from our board members
to all our membership. My thoughts for the club are to make our members feel
that we can get more from a social events aspect, enjoy the cars, activities and
the comradery of all the members. I’m looking forward to meeting everyone at
the RMTC January 17, 2015 Banquet at the Fox Hollow Golf Club so please
remember to RSVP for this event ASAP.
Thank You All, David
From the desk of the editor:
I want to dedicate this first edition to my dad, aka Ralph Malewska. Having the
moniker of “Ralph’s son” isn’t a bad way to go, and it was through him that I
came to know and appreciate the vintage car hobby. I am proud to be his son
and grateful to be part of the club. Taking both cars out for the first time last
summer (the Mt. Evans run) was a bucket list moment for me I will never forget.
Thanks dad for all you do, I love you! E

Technical Advisors
TR2 & 3
TR4 & 4A
TR 250
GT6
TR6
TR7
TR8
Electrical
General
CO Springs:

Wally Gamble
Jim Elbe
Bob Becwar
Dave Fain
Andy DeVisscher
Terry Hughes
Ken Kalin
Gordon Kenney
Bob Klie
Jim Elbe

General Membership meetings are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at Piccolo restaurant.
We begin gathering at 6pm for drinks and dinner
and start the meeting at 7pm. We present a
program and conclude with a raffle around 8:30.
Piccolo’s Restaurant, located at 3562 S. Monaco
Parkway (1 block E of I-25 and 1 block South of
Hampden). In January, June and December, the
meeting is held elsewhere as part of some other
club event.

Board Meetings are held on the 1st Monday
evening of each month at Hacienda
Colorado, on Colorado Boulevard at Mexico
in Denver. Dinner at 6pm, meeting at 7pm;
all members are welcome.

The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC is devoted to the use, preservation and enjoyment of Triumph automobiles and is a chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register. Most members are from the Denver area and adjoining states. We promote “family” memberships,
welcoming spouses and children to all club activities.
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Monthly Club meeting notes:
The club gathered for the annual Holiday Christmas party and
had an awesome time. Meeting notes from January’s meeting
will be featured in next months publication.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRIUMPH
CLUB LLC

EVENTS CALENDAR

P&L FOR NOVEMBER 2014

JANUARY 2015
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A good time was had by all, except Liz Reed
when she lost her Lemoncello….:) On one of the
few snowy nights this season, a crowd of
fifty one endured the winter weather and
converged on Stonegate, the home of our
newly elected Prime Minister. It was a
beautiful event, decked with good eats and
drinks- oh yes, and decorations. It was
obvious that RMTC knew how to throw a
Sharon and Steve’s daughter Emily was charged with “manning” the door,
and made paying the five dollar cover a pleasant separation from one’s
money. Many members in the group blessed the event with their spouses,
making for a grand time.
I arrived equipped with camera to
capture the soiree, and my faithful
mentor Mr. Gordon Kenney happily
snapped photos when I was too
busy running my mouth. Everyone
had fun. There were great
appetizers, a myriad of comforting
side dishes, and desserts (James,
did you really make those Ginger
Snaps in your dorm room???)
We were left moaning with pleasure. A special thank you to the Bosh family for setting up and having
everything just right! After dinner, which included delicious entrees of glazed ham and sugar crusted turkey,
the crowd seemed almost docile until the gift stealing, kiping, snagging, swiping, appropriating, lifting and
pilfering began. A wickedly festive halo of energy gripped the room, and eyes darted around, taking stock of

stock that was on hand. Several items were an immediate hit- a larger-than-life
flashlight made its’ rounds, and of course the booze gifts were quite popular. And
all this time I thought Jim Beam was a club member…. Union jack pillows, tools,
an RMTC clock, and of course the Club’s Triumph quilt (sewn by our own Jo Ann Klie) were received, given,
stolen and stolen again. Sounds like our average get together.
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But for my dollar the highlight of the night was the arrival
of Mr. Silvio De Bartolomeis. Sporting his million dollar smile,
Silvio commanded the room and was honored by the club’s
members in similar fashion to that of a hockey team honoring their goalie following a shut out. I think
everyone’s night was a little brighter having Silvio in our company.

Even though the banquet is just a few weeks away, I don’t think the holiday party will
be forgotten. Thank you to all who attended. For those who couldn’t make it, we
missed you!

Story by Eric Malewska
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MISSING
PERSONS
IF YOU DON’T
HAVE YOUR CAR
IN THE CLUB
GALLERY, I WANT
YOUR PHOTO.
YOU, YOUR MATE,
YOUR CAR
(IN ANY ORDER)
SEND ‘EM IN!!

BOARD MEETING NOTES:
12-1-2014 Board Meeting
Board Members present were Frank O., Ralph M., Gordon K., Janet C., Terry Hughes,
David Bosh, Eric Malewska, Mike McGuire and his wife Barb as guest. Frank called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
The Holiday party was reviewed. It was decided to rent tables and 40 chairs (note it was later determined we have plenty on
hand) and Eric will work with Dave on the set-ups for these. Dave is asking for RSVP’s; Janet will coordinate the provisions of the
table settings as several people have leftover serving materials from previous events.
The preparations for January Banquet at Fox Hollow were reviewed. Gordon will prepare the MOY award and Frank and Liz will
prepare the COA’s.
Gordon will take care of having Andrej update the email forwarding for the revised officer list.
Ralph gave a treasurers report with the welcome news that this year the club’s bank balance is showing some increase whereas
the club had been losing money in previous years.
He also presented a draft of proposed by-law changes including the changes suggested by the other members of the By-Law
committee. Several aspects were discussed and changes suggested by the other board members. He will incorporate those suggestions into a new document and let the newly formed board of 2015 do the final approval and take it to the membership.
Terry reported the club purchased two new cabanas and will decide as to how to dispose of the older ones.
The board gave Eric suggestions for the newsletter and directed him to prepare and print the January issue of The Triumph Herald.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:36.
Submitted by Gordon K., Minister of Letters
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To

or not to

, that is the question

Many of you know that I am an ebay junkie. Most of the items that I buy or sell are Triumph related. I’d like to
share a bit of advice on how to buy and sell a Triumph on Ebay Motors. I’ve done both with both good and bad
results.
Buying a car on eBay. Let’s face it; you are not going to buy a Triumph for your daily driver unless you work
from home.
● Study the seller. A 97% feedback rating with (2000) sales is far better than a 100% feedback with only
(1) sale.
● Read the listing 10 times. Wait for an hour and read it again. Let mental logic overcome your emotional
impulse. As with the Shaken Baby Syndrome, just put the checkbook down. Never shake your piggy
bank violently. If you don’t have enough money to do things right the first time, then how can you do it
right the second time? Few words in the listing is not a bad thing. Ask for the seller’s phone number and
have a person to person chat like we used to do 10 years ago.
● Ask questions. Pictures don’t always speak a thousand words. Cleverly angled photos can hide a
multitude of sins. Once you get the car, you might be speaking a thousand words and most of them will
be redacted, bleeped or wing dinged. Ask a club member with the same model questions to ask the seller.
Don’t be the animal that stepped into the same hole twice.
● Plan a trip to see the car. A $500 RT plane trip might save you $1000’s in unexpected (and not
described) repairs. You might even find a nice side order of road trip with the decision. Don’t forget your
magnet to check for Bondo or fiberglass.
● When to buy. Winter is typically the best time to buy a car for price alone. People lose their storage space
or need some extra bucks for Christmas. Spring is the best time to buy because of the quantity of
selection.
● Where to buy: East, Midwest or Southeast = high rust potential. A California car for sale in Michigan is
by far better than a Michigan car being sold in California.
● Be patient. Know what you want and wait for it. A hasty decision normally leads to regret.
● Make sure that seller has title in hand. Ask me about having to get the Chicago police involved a
purchase I made on eBay.
● Low mileage barn find vs ‘restored’ vs original owner vs high mileage daily driver: I’ll postpone my
comments on these topics for another day.
Selling a car on eBay. Unless you bought the car new, get your Kleenex ready as you’re going to lose on the
deal.
● Build your listing. Choose your words carefully. Omission of guilt is not a crime. Entice potential buyers
to ask questions. Less (words) is better than More (words). Pictures should describe the entire car, not
show the same detail 10 times. No pictures of the garage floor. People should know that an oil leak and
English car are synonymous. Read the listings of other cars and copy the best one. Also look at
‘Completed Listings’ under the Show Only heading in the right hand column of the viewing options.
This will also give you a good idea of what to ask for your car.
● Mileage reports. If the known mileage is true, state it. If the speedo was disconnected years ago, then
give an estimate or simply state ‘unknown’.
● Encourage all potential buyers to come see and drive the car personally. State that the car is being sold
‘As Is’. If they don’t come and see it and still buy, then your conscience should be clear and turn a deaf
ear.
● Be honest. If the question requires the gnashing of teeth to answer- it’s better to lose a deal than gain an
enemy.
● Reserve, No Reserve, Best Offer and Buy it Now (BIN) listings should all be considered. It’s been my
experience that Reserve auctions gain the least number of interested buyers. There’s enough guesswork
in buying the right car and second guessing what the reserve price is often too much for an interested
buyer to deal with.
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To

or not to

, that is the question

continued…..
● Be prepared to be tough. A deal is a deal and eBay will stand behind you most of the way during
the sale. It costs you money to place each ad and you need to hold bidders/buyers to their end of the
bargain. Take the position of ‘if you can’t fire, then don’t hire’ approach in selling.
Cheers and happy buying or selling (or both), Patrick Huckels/Bespokeroadsters (ebay user ID)

RMTC ANNUAL BANQUET
You’re attending, aren’t you? Why would
you miss the event of the year, the gala
event (even more gala than the Christmas
party), and the gig the club blows the most
money on?
-Saturday night, January 17, 201
date.

5 is the

-Fox Hollow Country Club is the place.
-$33 is what you pay
-Buy your tickets through our website or
send money to Reed or Bosler clans
-Stunning meal, titillating company
-Member of the Year Award

It doesn’t get any better. Please RSVP by
buying your ticket BEFORE January 11.

Diminished value
I have been involved with diminished value cases more
lately. When a car is in an accident, even though it is
repaired to "industry standards" it is no longer worth what
it was before the accident. The difference between what it
was and now is called "diminished value" and with most
insurance policies, perhaps all, (read your policy), you are
entitled to the diminished value as well as the repair cost.
This may throw you into the appraisal clause of your
contract. You and the insurance co can each hire an
appraiser who will then discuss their findings and try to
arrive at a compromise. If they can't the two of you can
then hire a third together who will arbitrate the appraisals.
When you hire an appraiser make sure he/she has the
proper credentials and is accredited by a recognized
appraisal organization. The only certified appraisers in the
state of Colorado are real estate appraisers. So if your
appraiser says he/she is certified they are probably "self
certified", not good.
Gary George
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For Sale & Want Ads
For Sale:
Floor pans
for TR4,
TR4A,
TR5, TR6
both right
and
left hand sides. These are
the British Motor Heritage approved
parts. They are sturdy steel floor pans
made in the UK not the cheaply made
China/India floor pans. I will sell both for
$500 and you don’t have to pay any
shipping costs ($$$) from the UK.
Contact Bud at levilevi@comcast.net or
call 303-941-5302
For Sale:
TRIUMPH TR6 ORIGINAL PARTS:
Boot cover (black vinyl) - $25, Front
bumper (1974+ could use re-chroming) $50, Front number plate mount - chrome
(1974-76) - $125, Leather wrapped steering wheel - $40, Rear bumper bezel /
number plate lighting plinth (chrome) $100,AMCO luggage rack (one of the
bars is bent but can easily be pulled out,
chrome is in OK condition) - $80, Wheel
trim(vanity) rings (x3) - $10 each, Hub
trim with TR6 center caps (silver x4) $10 each, Smiths Tachometer (late
model) - $25 TRIUMPH TR6 BRAND
NEW UNUSED PARTS: Fuel pump
assembly and gasket (MOPRODSUPRA) - $25, Oil pump - $50, Flotec 13
row oil cooling radiator and installation
kit with spin on filter adapter and
stainless braided hoses
(brand new from Moss Motors) $375
Contact Tim Lucas @ 720-883-4770

Free for members; removed after 4 months
Non-member ads are $5/month - contact Editor for
details

For sale:
Nothing - all the stuff I have is valuable and
as soon as I sold it I would need it again.
Most of us
For Free:
Eric Conrad (RMTC member) built
this frame to hold his car body while he
did the chassis restoration portion of his
total restoration. It’s big enough to roll
the chassis. He let me have it and I thought
I’d pass it along to any
RMTC member
who could use it. It has
rollers on the four
corner posts and can be
rolled around. It
is 5 1/2 ft by 10 1/2 feet.
It’s free to the
first tearing it down (810 bolts), hauling it away, person who wants
it. I used it to store a project car for about 12
years that I ended up selling. The frame is at
my house in Lakewood. It also would be
good as a really big shelf with some
plywood on
it (you could stack a lot of your junk on top
and below) or you could use it to play beer
pong too. Email: levilevi@comcast.net
For Sale:
TR6 parts for sale: Tach & speedo, 2
doors with glass, trunk lid, 2 rear fenders.
Need to get rid of stuff.
richjewett@earthlink.net
Call Rich Jewett @ #303-880-8726
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For Sale:

For Sale cont.
For sale:
Four Carroll
Shelby Cal
500 slotted
alloy 15” x
5.5” wheels
(with original
dust caps)
with B. F.
Goodrich Comp TA 205/60/R15 VR4 tires.
These classic alloy wheels have a double
powder coated finnish, first with grey
and then a top coat of clear. The bolt
pattern is 4" x 4.5" (akin to 4 x 114.3
pattern). I know they fit a Triumph TR6
and TR4A.
The
wheels
have a set
of B.F.
Goodrich
Comp TA
206/60/R15
VR4 tires
that are
very low
mileage tread-wise but the rubber is
hard. I would replace them especially if
they will be driven hard but that is up to
you. The value here is the wheels the
tires are included. These will fit
Triumphs, Datsuns, and other possibly
other British Cars. When I cleaned up
the original dust caps I left the original
Shelby Cobra stickers on the dust caps,
they are still attached as you see in the
pics.

SU HD8 carbs
on a late TR6
manifold.
These are 2
inch diameter
carbs and will
give your TR6
a good boost
in power. The
carbs have a unique velocity stack to
provide enhanced air flow into the carbs.
$500 for carbs and manifold.
Extreme Parts Racing (more than just a
haircut) For Sale:
-71TR6 CC57365 (Good 6)
-71 Spitfire MK IV Race Car #3
-69 Spitfire MK III (back up FE engine /
dighy car)
-93 Minnie Winnie Race Support Vehicle
-77 Z-50A Hardly Davidson Honda MiniTrail Bike (Triumph Pit Bike)
Contact Bud at levilevi@comcast.net

Editor’s Photo Challenge:
Test your knowledge! Name the make and
model of the car. Answer will be
Fathers
published in next month’s
issue.Day

I have new Cobra stickers. The dust caps
are in excellent condition. Many racers
used these alloy mags in place of stock
steel wheels. $400 for the set.
Contact Bud at levilevi@comcast.net
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The Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)
Club members are encouraged to join the VTR: Benefits Include:
Ÿ Receive the bi-monthly Magazine, “The Vintage Triumph”
Ÿ Free Classified ads
Ÿ Access to VTR’s staff of Technical Consultants
Ÿ Discounts on Vintage Car Insurance
Ÿ VTR Regalia
Ÿ Participation in National Conventions
Join by sending $35.00 to:
The Vintage Triumph Register, PO Box 655, Howell, MI 48844 or at www.vtr.org

Cut out or copy the form below for renewal and new memberships,
include check payable to RMTC, LLC and mail to club PO Box
The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC
Membership and Renewal Application

Renewal: _______
New Member: ______

Dues are $40 per year per family or $35 per year if you choose to
receive the monthly newsletter by e-mail only.
Send application and a check for the dues ($35 or $40) to:
The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club, LLC,
P.O. Box 300426,

Denver, CO 80203-0426

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Birthday - Day & Month (optional)

Cell Phone number (optional)

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Birthday - Day & Month (optional)

Cell Phone number (optional)

Other Family members:___________________________________________________________
Home telephone number __________________

e-mail Address: ________________________

Mailing Street Address:___________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________ State:_________
Select Newsletter Delivery:

______ mail & e-mail ($40)

ZIP:_______________

_____ e-mail ONLY ($35)

Triumph Motor Car(s): Year, Model: _________________________________________________
How did you find us? (web page, other member, other): __________________________________
Was there a club member who “recruited you”; if so, who?:_______________________________
Please list your main interest in joining the club or suggestions for club activities:
_____________________________________________________________________________
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One last look…at 2014

“sometimes you’re the windshield and sometimes you’re the bug.”
Debbie Bosler
Rocky Mountain Triumph Club
PO Box 300426
Denver, CO 80203-0426

