Official newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Triumph Club

RMTC SHOWS OUR TRUE COLORS

“Amazing that you can actually get that many people under the hood at one time without safety bars! More amazing
was the fact that there was a replacement fuel pump.“ Lee Janssen
Lee sent these photos showing a car, Jim Rose’s- in need of a fuel pump. RMTC to the rescue! Am army of four, one
wielding a replacement fuel pump, descended upon Jim’s car during the Mt. Evans drive. With LOTS of supervision,
Jim was fixed and back on the road. To me, this is what the club is all about- enthusiasts helping each other while
enjoying great cars, great weather and a most beautiful place to drive them!

Photos of Dr. Ted Parks personally designed and built car - WOW! He was our special guest at the General Meeting
and brought this beauty for the viewing pleasure of our club. COOL!! Hope you got to see it in person…
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The PM’s Corner
By:David Bosh
Well folks August is here and we have had
a very busy summer so far with club
events and other social activities for the
club.
We have the Scottish Highlands Games in
Snowmass on the 1st and 2nd of this month,
being followed by the Triumph VTR held
in Wisconsin starting on the 11th of August. The Jaguar Club is hosting their
Slalom at Front Range on the 16th of this month and then we jump into
September with the Ride the Rockies Tour and 32nd Annual Colorado Conclave.
I wanted to thank Jeff Heller for arranging the quest speaker for our July general
meeting. He invited Dr. Ted Parks, who designed and built his own very custom
sportster. He did a fantastic show and tell about his creation and all the members
enjoyed seeing the car. I received an email from Ted, saying, “It was my
pleasure, and what a great group of people you have in your club! Again thanks
for this great opportunity.”
My final bit of rambling is to remind everyone that at the next general meeting
on the 18th of August we will again be having our quarterly nominations for the
Fink and Shaft awards, so Frank and Mark we will see you guys with your
awards in hand to present to the new nominees.
Keep Calm and Carry On,
David
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Board Meetings are held on the
1st Monday evening
of each month at Hacienda Colorado,
on Colorado Boulevard at Mexico
in Denver. Dinner at 6pm, meeting
begins at 7pm; all members are
welcome.

General Membership Meetings are held on
the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Piccolo’s
restaurant. We begin gathering at 6pm for
drinks and dinner and start the meeting at
7pm. We present a program and conclude with
a raffle around 8:30.
Piccolo’s is located at 3562 S. Monaco Parkway
(one block east of I-25 and one block south of
Hampden). In January, June and December,
the meeting is held elsewhere as part of some
other club event.

The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC is devoted to the use, preservation and enjoyment of
Triumph automobiles and is a chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register. Most members are from
the Denver area and adjoining states. We promote “family” memberships, welcoming spouses
and children to all club activities.
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RMTC 2015 EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Mon 6th Board Meeting

Mon 3rd Board Meeting

Mon 7th Board Meeting

Tue 21st General Meeting

Tue 18th General Meeting

Tue 15th General Meeting

Sat 11th Mount Evans Drive

Sat 1st Scottish Games Car Show

Sat 19th Ride the Rockies Tour

Sat 8th - Wrench Day at Kevin
Nadeau

Sat 19th Cookout at the Hughe’s

Sat 18th Highway Clean Up
-Rollinsville Road

Tue 11th - Sat 15th VTR in Fontana,
WI

Sun 20th 32nd Annual Colorado
Conclave - Arvada

Sat 29th - Moonlight Drive at the
Kenney’s
Sun 16th Slalom with Jag Club

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Mon 5th Board Meeting

Mon 2nd Board Meeting

Mon 7th Board Meeting

Tue 20th General Meeting

Tue 17th General Meeting

Sat 19th Christmas Party

Sun 11th Breakfast/Drive (Reeds)
Sat 24th Wine Tasting at the Bosler’s

Black - Club Activities Red - Board Meetings Blue - General Meetings
Green - Other Fun Things To Do
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For Sale & Want Ads
Free for members; removed after 4 months
Non-member ads are $5/month - contact Editor for
details on advertising
FOR SALE:
TRIUMPH TR6 ORIGINAL PARTS:
Boot cover (black vinyl) - $25
Front bumper (1974+ could use re-chroming) - $50
Front number plate mount - chrome (1974-76) -$125
Leather wrapped steering wheel - $40
Rear bumper bezel/number plate lighting plinth (chrome)
- $100
AMCO luggage rack (one of the bars is bent but can
easily be pulled out, chrome is in OK condition) - $80
Wheel trim(vanity) rings (x3) - $10 each
Hub trim with TR6 center caps (silver x4) - $10 each
Smiths Tachometer (late model) - $25
Contact: Tim Lucas @ 720-883-4770
FOR SALE:
TRIUMPH TR6 BRAND NEW UNUSED PARTS:
Fuel pump assembly & gasket MOPROD-SUPRA - $25
Oil pump - $50
Flotec 13 row oil cooling radiator and installation
kit with spin on filter adapter and stainless braided hoses
(brand new from Moss Motors) - $375
Contact: Tim Lucas @ 720-883-4770
FOR SALE:
1960 Triumph TR-3. Complete. Partially apart, only light
rust on rocker panels. Body work done on fenders, doors,
trunk lid, tire access door and hood. Rims bead blasted
and painted, four new B/W tires. Originally purchased in
Florida, sat in Roseville California under tarp. Garaged
for 26 years. Asking Price $7200.00
Call Bob in Greeley, 970-518-5929
Email: hiddengig@yahoo.com

FOR SALE:
Hello, I have TR6 parts for sale in sound condition. Please
send me an email if you are interested in pictures and
prices. Please no junk email thanks.
Have a nice day, Dave Candy
davecandy52@hotmail.com

FOR SALE:
TR250 Original Factory/Dealership Bumper Sticker
Produced from an original. Made of longer lasting material. eBay price: $35. RMTC price $30.
Contact Patrick at bespokeroadsters@yahoo.com for more
details or to place an order.
WANTED:
Triumph TR4A jack, jack handle and lug nut wrench.
Please call Tony Cooper @ 303.477.8582
WANTED:
I’m looking for TR7 4-speed transmissions and/or TR7
bell housings. Also new or slightly used TR7 clutches
(lever arm, pressure plate, cover, lever arm, carrier,
bearing, etc.) basically everything from the transmission to
the flywheel). No 5-speeds please.
Bud Rolofson 303-941-5302 or levilevi@comcast.net
LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME:
A multi year collection of late Spitfire parts
(1973-1978 ??) is available for FREE.. As you know,
many of the parts fit almost the entire model years. You
come and load up your truck, and off you go. The only
catch is that you take it all, no cherry picking. Many of the
items are from cars I parted out over the years.

There are multiples of many of these items and this is not a
complete list of the inventory.
4 - chrome bumpers (front and rear), steering columns, 6 –
wheels, 2- heater units, instrument/dash panels,
instruments, exhaust pipe, differential, 2 - anti sway bars,
alternators, timing chain cover, complete front
suspension/rotors/calipers, chrome windshield cap,
headlight cowlings, 2 - soft top frame, seat rail, cyl. Head,
FOR SALE:
manifold, carb, drive shaft, steering rack, ’78 wiring
TR6 parts for sale: Tach & speedo, 2
harness,
doors with glass, trunk lid, 2 rear fenders. Need to get rid You get the idea, and this is only a partial list
of stuff. richjewett@earthlink.net
Call Harry at 303 646-6860 if you are interested
Contact: Rich Jewett @ #303-880-8726
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRIUMPH
CLUB LLC
P & L for the Month of July 2015
INCOME
Membership
Raffle
Total Income
EXPENSE
Bank service chg-Visa account
Car Show - dash plaques
Meetings Expense
Newsletter - Printing
Postage
Raffle Expense

$ 171.04
44.00
$ 215.04

$ 2.00
195.48
31.74
74.37
44.93
19.44

Total Expense

$ 367.96

Loss for the Month

$ 152.92

End of Month Bank Balance

$ 6,045.32

I would like to invite the club to an open shop wrench day at my
house in Littleton on Saturday August 8th. I live at 8374 S Yukon
St. 80128, 2 blocks West of Wadsworth and S of Chatfield. I have
room for 10-15 cars and a lift for getting at the bellies of those cars
that need it. Oil changes, welding, etc can be done if you like. I
have a sand blasting cabinet, plazma cutter and plenty of air and
hand tools. I'm thinking of starting at 9 or 10am and going all day.
Call with questions and bring your own donuts and coffee. Kevin
Nadeau 720-308-0941. Please RSVP if you're planning on coming.

Nothing to do on a Sunday afternoon?
Well, I have just the thing for you and
your Little British Sports Car. Every
Sunday afternoon between 4 and 9 PM
there is a Car Show at the Dairy Queen,
located at 7576 South Pierce Street in
Littleton, which is located just south of
West Ken Caryl Ave. on Pierce Street. It
will not cost you anything to show off
your great car. You and your new friends
a.k.a. a lot of people walking around
talking about cars. There is also good
music put on by Silver City DJ Ron
Forbis. The good thing about this car
show is that you can come and go
whenever you choose. There could be a
Triumph-phant showing of our marque,
with some planning!
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Mt. Evans run, route courtesy of Jeff and Marla Otto
On a beautiful Saturday morning, nine Triumphs and one MG gathered at Red Rocks for some fun with our cars. We
had to alter our course a bit since the road to the top of Mt. Evans was still closed. We headed out to drive over Squaw
Pass, which was beautiful and very green. The drive was going smoothly until Jim Rose's TR6 quit running. Terry
Hughes, Andy De Visscher, & Mark Bosler pulled over
to see if they could help. It was determined that Jim's
fuel pump had failed. Mark had a fuel pump in his
trunk, but no tools, but Terry had tools. So they spent
about forty minutes changing out Jim's fuel pump. He
headed home just to be on the safe side and the rest of
us headed on to a brief stop at Echo Lake. We then drove
to Lions Park in Golden for a picnic lunch. Thanks to
Marla and Jeff Otto for planning the drive.
Mark E Bosler

Highway Cleanup 2015
It was a great day. Blue skies, warm, and dry, just the thing for for a lovely drive up Golden Gate Canyon to our
designated section of CO 119 above Rollinsville. Highway clean up was uneventful with a sizable pile of trash
collected and left in Rollinsville for pick up by CDOT. We then drove on for the now obligatory classic shot of
Triumphs with a background of a clear lake, mountain peaks with patches of snow, blue sky and fleecy clouds. From
there we drove to Nederland, rode the beautifully restored carousel, dined at the Very Nice Brewing Company, and
enjoyed the fruits of our labors with "fabulous" prizes exchanged for the “special” bits of trash found. As always there
was a theme for our endeavors, to find the one piece of trash most suitable for a Triumph hood ornament or emblem.
And by popular acclaim, this year’s prize goes to Rick and Lynne Lawson for their find of an small, empty, apothecary
bottle labelled for marijuana! How apropos for a Colorado Triumph! The ride home for this writer was just as
spectacular up, then down, the Coal Creek Canyon road, encountering a few light drops of rain in Golden causing a
precautionary raising of the soft top. While this taking place a senior gentleman stopped to chat and proclaim the 1968
TR 250 he bought new was “the worst car I ever owned”. The litany of ills from a “mush box” transmission, to the ever
popular complaint about Lucas electrics was quite entertaining. Bob, you did buy yours new, didn’t you? Any
comment? So on to home and pulling into the driveway just as the light drizzle became a serious, if short, downpour.
Timing! Many thanks to all the participants for helping keep Colorado Colorful, and Clean. Rod Tomkins
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British vs American Fuses
When I first got my TR4, I was warned against using the standard barrel fuses you can buy in a local parts store (AGC,
often made by the Bussman company--sometimes labeled as "Buss"). It turns out that while they look like they will fit
the fuse holders in British cars, they are actually slightly different sizes. More importantly, the ratings systems used are
vastly different. One member of the Triumphs mailing list sent me this description which helped me understand what the
differences were. He has graciously allowed me to reprint it here.
Perhaps it is time to revisit this topic, since it's an important one.
Like so many other things about our Triumphs, the British did things just a little bit different than the Americans, including what the ratings marked on fuses mean. The British Standard that Triumph used rated fuses by the current that was
guaranteed to make them blow instantly while the American (and now international) standard rates fuses by the current
that they will carry forever. Fuses work on heat, so a small overload may take a long time to build up enough heat to
melt the fusible element and blow the fuse. How warm the fuse was to begin with plays a large role too. So the carry rating winds up being quite a bit lower than the blow rating... the difference is roughly 2 to 1!
So, what this means to you is that, if you elect to use common American standard fuses (Bussman is one maker, there
are others) in your Triumph, you need to use a much lower rated fuse than what your Triumph documentation says to
use. There have been cases reported where a restored Triumph has caught fire from a short, because someone used
American fuses with the Triumph recommended rating marked on them... the short did not blow the fuse but instead set
the wiring harness on fire!
Here is a conversion chart, lifted from a long-ago Bussman fuse catalog:
English Type American Standard Replacement
50 amp
AGC 30
35 amp
AGC 25
30 amp
AGC 20
25 amp
AGC 15
20 amp
AGC 10
10 amp
AGC 7 1/2
5 amp
AGC 3
Personally, I feel even this chart results in fuses rather larger than needed, so for example I use an AGC 20 to replace the
original "35 amp" fuse in my TR3A. My conversion chart would go more like this. Randall's Recommendations:
English Type American Standard Replacement
50 amp
AGC 25
35 amp
AGC 20
30 amp
AGC 15
25 amp
AGC 15
20 amp
AGC 10
10 amp
AGC 5
5 amp
AGC 3
Tim Buja and Glenn Merrell put on a good visual demonstration of the difference in fuse ratings at VTR this year, where
they first put in a "25 amp" Lucas-equivalent fuse and applied enough load to blow it. Then they installed a "25 amp"
American fuse and applied the same load. The fuse did not blow, but after just a minute or so the wire started visibly
leaking smoke...
By the way, proper fuses with the correct British markings are available from the usual suspects (Moss, The Roadster
Factory, Victoria British, etc.). The British Standard fuses are also a slightly different physical size than American
standard fuses, so it's probably best to buy the proper British fuses. American fuses fit in most British fuse holders, but
not all of them.
Randall Young, published October 17, 2005 (submitted by Ken Kalin)
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RMTC July Board Meeting
July 6, 2015
Present: Dave Bosh, Mike McGuire, Eric Malewska, Ralph Malewska, Brooks Turner, Mark Bosler, Liz Reed
Guests: Barb McGuire, Debbie Bosler
Dave called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Father’s Day picnic at Bosh’s home was a huge success! Lots of good food and all attendees enjoyed the sunshine and
talking to each other in a very relaxed setting.
It was decided at the picnic, based on the survey responses and discussion by the members who attended the picnic, to
combine the Holiday Party and the annual banquet this year. Dave has reserved the clubhouse for December 19, 2015.
After much discussion, the board decided to send a survey to the RMTC membership regarding catering options and
price. Dave will also bring up at the July monthly meeting. Dave will send the survey to Andrej to put on the RMTC
website.
The July Mt Evans drive may only go to Echo Lake due to the construction on the Mt Evans road. After driving as far
up the road as possible, the group will then drive into Golden for a picnic lunch. More details in the newsletter.
Debbie to send information to Andrej so that he can send out an ALERT to everyone.
Highway Clean Up is July 18. Mark will send information to Andrej for ALERTs to go out to everyone.
Scottish Highlands Games are August 1 – 3 in Snowmass. The RMTC cars will be right in front of the recreation
center and by the vendor booths. Brooks will find out at next committee meeting how many people have signed up to
attend. Brooks will send information to Andrej for ALERTs.
VTR is August 11 – 16 in WI. Mark will put on the club calendar.
Dave will contact Frank regarding Conclave and feedback from the committee meetings. Does the RMTC need to do
anything? Mark will get a list of equipment that will be needed the day of the Conclave, ie cabanas, tables, chairs, etc.
He will make arrangements for the equipment using various club members.
Brooks still working on getting new regalia items. Lots of donated items from Moss Motors, Roadster Factory, etc.
Can put all RMTC events on these vendor websites. There have been several requests for flags, ½ Union Jack and ½
US flag. Dave to order and bring to the meeting to sell. Most months the raffle takes in about $35 – 40.
Ralph reported that the checkbook balance is $6,198.24.
Eric asked that all newsletter items be sent to him by the third week of each month.
Mike reported that every Sunday there is a car show at the Dairy Queen located on Ken Caryl and Pierce beginning at
3:00pm. He has shown his cars and has handed out information regarding the Triumph Club. Might make for a fun
club event in the future. No registration fees, just come and show your car. Dave will mention at the general meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Liz Reed
Minister of Letters

Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC PO Box 300426 Denver, CO 80203-0426 rockymountaintr.org p.8

The Moonlight Drive returns
After missing 2014, this traditional summer Triumph event returns on August 29th, 2015. The “drive” portion has
been replaced by “Darts” and “Horseshoes” but the moon will be very full and bright and other heavenly bodies
(Triumphs?) will be on display. Eating, drinking, looking at the cars and talking will be the main events. Come
around 6:00 pm; the Kenney’s will provide the entrée and soft drinks but bring a side dish and adult beverages if
desired. The address is 16921 E Fremont Ave in Foxfield (3/4 mile east of Parker Road on Arapahoe road, ¾ mile
south on Buckley Rd.) Call 303-766-7826 or email to gordonkenney@comcast.net with questions or for more
details. A great event to bring family and friends – all are welcome. Since it’s a pot-luck RSVP not required but
would be helpful for planning.

Here is a link to some information for the newsletter that
a lot of our members will find interesting. It tells how
we can legally use vintage license plates on our cars. I
applied and received the registration documents in a
couple weeks. It's fairly easy to find vintage Colorado
license plates on ebay to match your car's year of
manufacture. I found a pristine never used pair of 1963
plates for about $25. Tom Deats
http://www.examiner.com/article/old-cars-need-oldplates-colorado-s-year-of-manufacture-license-plates-law
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THE BRIT’S BIT
WE ALL NEED TO PRACTICE
OUR BRITISH SLANG

CONTENT PROVIDED BY
SHARON ROBINSON

1. “I MIGHT JOIN YOU LATER.” Meaning: I’m not leaving the house today unless it’s on fire.
2. Saying, “Sorry,” as a way of introducing yourself.
3. Ending an email with, “Thanks” as a warning you are perilously close to losing your temper.
4. “Right then, I suppose I really should start thinking about making a move.” MEANING: Bye.
5. “Not too bad, actually.” MEANING: I’m probably the happiest I’ve ever been.

Editor’s Photo Challenge:

July Photo Challenge

Answer:
1951 Nash
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The Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)
Club members are encouraged to join the VTR: Benefits Include:
Ÿ Receive the bi-monthly Magazine, “The Vintage Triumph”
Ÿ Free Classified ads
Ÿ Access to VTR’s staff of Technical Consultants
Ÿ Discounts on Vintage Car Insurance
Ÿ VTR Regalia
Ÿ Participation in National Conventions
Join by sending $35.00 to:
The Vintage Triumph Register, PO Box 655, Howell, MI 48844 or at www.vtr.org

Cut out or copy the form below for renewal and new memberships,
include check payable to RMTC, LLC and mail to club PO Box
The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC
Membership and Renewal Application

Renewal: _______
New Member: ______

Dues are $40 per year per family or $35 per year if you choose to
receive the monthly newsletter by e-mail only.
Send application and a check for the dues ($35 or $40) to:
The Rocky Mountain Triumph Club, LLC,
P.O. Box 300426,

Denver, CO 80203-0426

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Birthday - Day & Month (optional)

Cell Phone number (optional)

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Birthday - Day & Month (optional)

Cell Phone number (optional)

Other Family members:___________________________________________________________
Home telephone number __________________

e-mail Address: ________________________

Mailing Street Address:___________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________ State:_________
Select Newsletter Delivery:

______ mail & e-mail ($40)

ZIP:_______________

_____ e-mail ONLY ($35)

Triumph Motor Car(s): Year, Model: _________________________________________________
How did you find us? (web page, other member, other): __________________________________
Was there a club member who “recruited you”; if so, who?:_______________________________
Please list your main interest in joining the club or suggestions for club activities:
_____________________________________________________________________________

Rocky Mountain Triumph Club LLC PO Box 300426 Denver, CO 80203-0426 rockymountaintr.org p.11

How To Upgrade your TR6 with Rear Disc
Brakes -as published in BritishV8
Magazine, Volume XVII Issue 1, July
2009 by: Don Watson, with Calvin
Grannis (part four in series)
These calipers have an integral, cable
operated emergency brake, and specifically
it's a "short pull" brake. Other models have
an "extended pull" e-brake. Also note that
Nissan apparently used several different makes and models of calipers. I understand that some 1981-1983
200sx/240sx calipers may suit our use. Brakes are a system, so I don't recommend mixing new and old components. I
replaced all the brake lines, T-fittings, etc., and I used new braided stainless steel hoses to the calipers. I chose not to
modify or fabricate for coil-over shock absorbers, and instead kept my front positioned springs with converted gas
shocks mounted on the rear of the swing arm. There are some really nice works out there by others as referenced
before. But I have a two car garage, limited shop tools, limited work space, and limited funds. To avoid conflicts with
the shock, spring, and bump stops on the swing arm, I chose to mount the calipers under the swing arm (i.e. at "six
o'clock"). If you mount yours similarly, keep in mind that you'll need to bleed the caliper in an upright position
because air bubbles don't like to flow downhill. Now, with studs in place, the nest step is to install the brake brackets
onto the swing arms. Please note that a little modification may be needed to improve serviceability. See the bracket's
front mounting ear and the swing arm
position is very close and will prevent access
to the mounting bolt head with a socket. I
used a grinder to remove just enough
material from the swing arm to allow access
with a socket. Don't cut into the hub
housing! Next, I installed the hub, new ujoint, and half shaft. I tightened the stud nuts
to Triumph torque specifications.

Overheard:

OFR’S: OLD FART REMINDERS

Rocky Mountain Triumph Club
PO Box 300426
Denver, CO 80203-0426
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