	
  

Provisional Custody by Mandate for Immigrants
CLE TRAINING OFFERED BY THE PRO BONO PROJECT
June 28th, 2017 from 10:30am – 12:00pm
Pan American Life Building, 601 Poydras Street, Jazz Room, New Orleans, Louisiana

CLE Presenters
•  
•  
•  

Jennifer Rizzo-Choi, Immigrtation Attorney and Executive Director, The Pro Bono Project
Jesse George, Managing Attorney, The Pro Bono Project
Marco Balducci, Immigration Attorney, Pelton + Balducci LLC

AGENDA
Registration & Sign In
10:30am – 10:50am
Note: One (1.0) free hour of general Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit is available to Louisiana-licensed attorneys.

Welcome – Jennifer Rizzo-Choi
10:55am – 11:00am

General Overview of Provisional Custody by Mandate – Jesse George
11:00 am – 11:15 am
What is provisional by mandate under Louisiana law and who qualifies for it; what kind of protection this order does
and does not afford; what paperwork is involved; what lawyers need to prepare, review and notarize in order to finalize
this process

Immigrant Family Prepardness in a Time of Uncertainty – Jennifer Rizzo-Choi
11:15 am – 11:25 am
Basic overview of how immigrants come to the United States and what it means to ‘have status’ versus not have
status; who are the immigrants living in our community today and who are the immigrants that may be seeking out this
kind of legal aid service; brief overview of enforcement priority changes that have transpired since January 2017; how
to counsel a short-term client in a PCBM Clinic format (discussing family preparedness, future planning, creating
a backup support system that can step in in the event of removal of a parent, etc.)

Immigration Law Primer for this Impacted Population – Marco Balducci
11:25 am – 12:00 pm
Basic outline of the kinds of humanitarian relief options available to vulnerable immigrants under the Immigration &
Nationality Act (INA) and eligibility for those relief grounds; hearings before U.S. Immigration Court and how to
check to see if someone has a future court date; removal orders (how immigrants get them and how to check
to see if a client has one); orders of supervision (what they are, what is entailed with ICE supervision); and the potential
future impact of removal/supervision orders on immigrants (i.e. sudden arrest, no bond eligibility, return to home
country, 5 to 20 year bars to re-entry to the United States)

Special thanks to Pan-American Life Insurance Group &
PBP Board Member Pat Fraizer for hosting this training for us today in their building,
and to the Louisiana Bar Foundation for funding this important work!
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Speaker Biographies
Jennifer Rizzo-Choi, Esq.

Ms. Rizzo-Choi is an immigration attorney and is the Executive Director of The Pro Bono
Project, which is a pro bono mentoring organization that serves the Greater New Orleans
area. She is a human rights advocate and is passionate about improving access to justice
for immigrants, especially in the south. She moved to New Orleans in early 2016 to accept
this position, and is working to grow the organization’s service spectrum and bring in more
sustainable funding.
Ms. Rizzo-Choi previously served as the National Pro Bono Promotion Counsel at Human
Rights First, a national advocacy organization based in Washington, DC (with offices in New York City, Houston and
Los Angeles), where she worked to positively impact immigrant communities by leading regional and national
community engagement forums. She served as the facilitator of two statewide immigration working groups that she
launched, in Georgia and Louisiana, and also directed a national immigration forum that met monthly at the White
House with Obama administration officials. As part of her role at Human Rights First, Ms. Rizzo-Choi also led a
project to open a new office for the organization in Houston, Texas, to serve asylum-seekers. Before moving to DC,
Ms. Rizzo-Choi served as the Legal Director at Journey’s End Refugee Services in Buffalo, New York, where she
founded the agency’s legal department, grew it into a five-member team and secured sustainable funding to ensure
continuation of this important community resource. She also launched the Western New York Immigrant Legal Walkin Clinic, and was named a 40 Under 40 honoree by the news outlet Buffalo Business First for these public service
innovations.
Ms. Rizzo-Choi graduated from the University at Buffalo law school, and is licensed to practice law in New York and
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Before becoming a lawyer, Ms. Rizzo-Choi spent 10 years working as an onair television news reporters in cities that included Buffalo, NY; Burlington, VT; Fort Myers, FL and Bonn, Germany.

Marco R. Balducci, Esq.

Marco R. Balducci is a citizen of the United States and Italy and has practiced immigration
law since 2007. Mr. Balducci earned his B.S. in Foreign Service from Georgetown
University in 1999 and his J.D. from the University of San Francisco School of Law in
2006. He also spent an academic year at the Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar,
Senegal.
Mr. Balducci began his work in immigration with Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New
Orleans where he successfully represented individuals before the Department of
Homeland Security, Immigration Court, and the Board of Immigration Appeals. In addition to representing individuals,
Mr. Balducci also assisted in the creation and implementation of the federally funded Legal Orientation Program at
Louisiana’s largest immigration detention center. He is a member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association
(AILA) and from 2008 to 2010 served as AILA’s liaison to the New Orleans Field Office of the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). Mr. Balducci has taken a particular interest in issues affecting
immigrant survivors of crimes and their ability to safely access law enforcement and social services. He has given
numerous presentations on this topic to audiences including immigration practitioners, prosecutors, law enforcement,
and victim advocates. Mr. Balducci is licensed in California and Louisiana. He speaks Italian, Spanish, and French
fluently.
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Jesse George, Esq.

Jesse George is The Pro Bono Project’s Managing Attorney for Direct Client
Services. Jesse began working at The Project as a staff attorney in February 2011,
handling oil spill claims for those affected by the 2010 BP oil spill. As managing attorney,
he supervises the provision of service to clients in the areas of consumer, estate, family,
and child-in-need-of-care law.
Jesse began his career as a lawyer at the Alliance For Affordable Energy, where he
eventually ascended to the position of Director of Regulatory and Legal Affairs. In that
role, he initiated a Louisiana Public Service Commissions (LPSC) investigation into the
implementation of a renewable portfolio standard (RPS) that resulted in a pilot program aimed at increasing
renewable energy production in Louisiana. As the legal spokesperson for the organization, Jesse was front and
center in representing the Alliance before the New Orleans City Council, LPSC, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ). He also directed and supervised law student volunteers
interested in environmental and public service law.
When not at The Project, Jesse spends time with his wife and two young children. He can often be found running,
hiking, and biking the neighborhoods and areas surrounding New Orleans. He also serves as Senior Warden of the
vestry of Christ Church Cathedral, the cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, and as chair of the
Cathedral’s property committee.
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