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Roger Herman
Blumen
15 October – 18 November 2017
Lefebvre & Fils is pleased to announce Blumen, the second exhibition of work by the artist Roger Herman
from 15 October to 18 November 2017.
For his second participation in «the residency» Roger
Herman presents: Blumen a series of sculptures in
sandstone and earthenware painted with abstract and
figurative decoration.
Roger Herman’s career, above all as a painter, is
characterised by his exploration of controversial
themes that associate references to eroticism –
something that has always fascinated his public – with
his personal research into colour.
For Herman, the essence of painting lies in protocols
that negate surprise and allow the artist to control the
medium; in contrast, ceramics represent a world of
creative freedom ruled by chance.
Untitled #03, 2017, glazed stoneware - signed and dated, H 34 x D 44 cm,
Courtesy Roger Herman et Galerie Lefebvre & Fils

If painting is akin to a form of written expression, ceramics are a tactile adventure. As if continuing his almost
expressionistic work with colour, Herman considers this medium from a subjective viewpoint. Between control
and spontaneity, the colours and shapes of his sculptural pieces clash as if endeavouring to inspire an emotional
reaction.
This search for colour, always an emblematic feature of Roger Herman’s work, is central to Blumen. Colours cover
the ceramics like a second skin, underlining the twists and curves that hint at optical illusions, whilst providing an
emphatic final touch that emphasises the unique nature of Herman’s ceramic works. The warm and vivid colours
catch the eye in a manner reminiscent of Emile Nolde’s paintings: in a veritable ode to the light of the West Coast
of America, where Herman has been living for many years, Blumen proudly displays the flamboyant reds and
oranges of sunset, vibrant yellows and deep ultramarines.
Roger Herman is still fascinated by the way colours change during firing, something he calls an ‘ironic’ margin of
freedom. If shapes remain stable and find equilibrium in the kiln, colours conserve that very same unpredictability
which lies at the heart of Roger Herman’s practice. Each ceramic conveys the impression that it is part of an ongoing learning process: no ascendancy subsists from one to another, so each new attempt gives rise to a totally
unique and unexpected piece.

From 18th to 22nd October 2017, during the fair Paris Internationale,
the gallery presents the work of Ray Barsante and Roger Herman.
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Interview with Louis Lefebvre

‘‘The residency grew from a desire
precious to my family; that is to know
and promote a know-how passed down
many generations, enabling the creation
of complex and unique art works.’’

Portrait of Louis Lefebvre
© Paul Jacob Bashour

About Louis Lefebvre
Born in Paris.
Louis Lefebvre left to study in
Cambridge, England.
On his return, he began working at
Christie’s in the European Ceramics
department, followed by the Asian
Ceramics department.
During the 1980s, Louis Lefebvre
started working with his father in his
role as a respected expert in Ancient
Ceramics. He specialized in historical
and large decorative pieces, and later
Modern and Contemporary ceramics.
In 2009, Louis Lefebvre chose to
re-focus the family gallery, created in
1880. He put in place the gallery’s first
exhibition of new ceramics. Since, the
gallery has explored contemporary
ceramics and accompanied artists
such as Roger Herman, Eric
Croes and Cammie Staros in their
interogation of the medium with a
leitmotiv and passion to show the real
permanence and renewal of Ceramics
as a medium in contemporary art.

In 2015, you opened the “The Residency” in Versailles
for artists specialized in ceramics. What is involved in
this initiative?
En 2006, I had the chance to acquire a house in Versailles
classified for its historical heritage, once the music room of the
princess Elisabeth, sister of Louis XVI.
“The Residency” grew from a desire precious to my family; that is to
know and promote a know-how passed down many generations,
enabling the creation of complex and unique art works.”
The expenses of the artists invited to participate in “The Residency”
are completely provided by Galerie Lefebvre & Fils, from the
journey to and from Versailles, to full-board accommodation,
through to the materials needed for creation.
The residency is also kitted out with two kilns to make production
as easy as possible.

The duration of the residencies vary between 6 weeks
and 3 months. Part of the package is that your gallery
is the stage for a solo show at the end of the residency.
Are all the pieces are exhibited being shown exclusive?
On average, the residency lasts two months for each invited artist.
Each exhibited work is unique and unseen. There are no multiple
editions.
Each residency is an opportunity to share, experiment and live a
human adventure.
The resulting solo show is the fruit of work that comes from a
strong link between the artist and the gallery.
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Not all the artists in “The Residency” are artists of the
gallery. How do you chose which artists benefit from the
residency?
It would be impossible to establish an admissions process to
participate in “The Residency”.
I am particularly susceptible to the production of a number of
artists from the West Coast of America. I find their outlook, when it
comes to techniques and the work produced, of a very high level.
There is a really unique style that comes from Los Angeles.
I trust my eye and my aesthetic sensitivity. I owe many artistic
encounters to Roger Herman, a professor friend at UCLA and
ceramist artist, and to Danny First, an Israeli philanthropist friend.

“The Residency” has existed for two years, could you
tell us your first impressions of how it’s gone so far, and
your goals for the future?
I had given myself two years to make the project viable. I’ve
achieved this, as well as doubling the turnover for the gallery.
The solo shows have been a great success, enabling me to confirm
my role as a gallery owner by placing the artists’ pieces. I also
advise and accompany them in introductions to great collectors
and museums. Such as Anabel Juarez, a Mexican artist, or Eric
Croes, a Belgian artist, who have works in the collections of the
Museum of Sèvres.
In addition, the gallery offers the residency artists a high quality of
visibility through the participation in innovative international fairs, for
example in AAAH Paris Internationale.
This project, dedicated to the fired arts, which started with the
artist Ulrika Strömbäck continues today with many more artists.
“The Residency” has a booked-up program until 2020, which
demonstrates that the gallery has opened a new chapter and that
the story continues.

Program The Residency 2017-2018

Jasmine Little, Stan Edmondson, Zachary Armstrong, Raul De Nieves
Julia Haft-Candell, Jennifer Rochlin, Gavin Kenyon, Lynda Draper
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Interview de Roger Herman

« Here, i really can focus
on my work and
it is a real pleasure.»
Why did you decide to work with Louis again? What attracted
you to the Residency for a second time ?

Portrait of Roger Herman
© Roger Herman

About Roger Herman
Born in Saarbruecken in Germany.
Roger Herman received his MFA from
Akademie der Bildenden Kuenster in
Karlsruhe in 1976.
In 1977, he went to California
and became the leader of a new
generation of artists who chose to
establish themselves on the “West
Coast”.
In the late 1980s, he became a
professor at UCLA (a famous art
school in Los Angeles), with Charles
Ray, Chris Burden, Barbara Krueger,
Silke Otto Knapp, Lari Pittman,
Catherine Opie...
He lives and works in Los Angeles.

It was a really good experience the last time.
It’s like being a monk here. It’s isolated. There’s nothing to do other
than going to the farmers market and the park of Versailles. What I
mean is that there’s no distractions.. At home I have dogs, people
around me, but here I really can focus on my work. Also, Louis is
a great cook!
Is this a new creative chapter for you?
No, it’s really a continuation of what I’ve been working on for a
while.
What are your visual inspirations?
Anything.
Really anything, from functional ceramics, Mingei, Abstract painting,
Japanese manga, cartoons to Film, the media, advertising, nature
books. Also sculpture by Franz West, Stan Edmondson, I look at
pictures all the time, it’s like a stream of consciousness, I’m always
looking for inspiration.
I fill myself with all kinds of history.
Are there any ceramic artists that you’ve been inspired by?
A lot of great artists have worked with ceramics, from Degas to
Miro to Matisse and Picasso for example.
Other artists I could name include, Lucio Fontana, Ruby Neri,
Hiroyuki Hamada, Rosanjin, Karel Appel, Otto Lindig, Peter
Voulkos, John Mason etc..
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Solo exhibitions:
2016
NADA Miami Beach, Galerie Lefebvre
& Fils, Miami, Florida
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils, Keramik, Paris,
France
Richard Telles, Fine Arts, Los Angeles,
CA.
2015
CARPENTERS WORKSHOP,
CERAMICS, London, England
Eaton Fine Art, INC.
«Paintings and Woodcuts from the
80’s», West Palm Beach, Florida.
2014
ACME Gallery, Los Angeles, CA.

What for you is the difference between painting and working
with ceramics?
Creating works in ceramics is more of a tactile experience. The
techniques are totally different. Paintings are 2-D whereas the
ceramic works are 3-D. It’s a great unknown. There are always no
glazes new clay bodies. New problems, new solutions.
Ceramics gives me a certain freedom. I feel free to express myself.
I’m not really a ceramicist, I don’t know so much about it. I’m a
dilettante, I cut to the front of the queue. I didn’t know anything at
first, it was a hobby that became serious.
When I paint I feel more pressure, I feel more responsibility because
the history that it fits within. Ceramics has a rich history too, but I
feel less tied to that history.
I think I belong to a group of artists that use ceramics as a medium.
I’m primarily an artist and a painter.
How would you describe the West Coast artistic scene and
the influence it has on your work?

South Willard, Los Angeles, CA.
2012
Richard Telles, Fine Art, Los Angeles,
CA.
2010
George Lawson Gallery, San Francisco,
CA.

There’s a lot of artists and free space, there’s no opressive history.
In some ways I find that the artists are in some ways freer.
When I arrived in California I was already loaded with whatever I
learnt in Europe. I can’t say that California itself is an inspiration on
me, but I love living there and I love working there.
Most of my friends are not born in America, I often meet people
who are from somewhere else, there’s a similar feeling for them.
The feeling of being an island, but also floating around. In short
being open.

Is France an important destination to you ?
It’s the same with any place, like France I like living here, but it
doesn’t specifically influence on me.
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Visuals available for the press

RH#01 - Untitled, 2017
H 30 x D 28 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils

RH#02 - Untitled, 2017
H 30 x D 29 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils
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Visuals available for the press

RH#03 - Untitled, 2017
H 34 x D 44 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils

RH#04 - Untitled, 2017
H 28,5 x D 15,5 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils
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Visuals available for the press

RH#05 - Untitled, 2017
H 35,5 x D 22 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils

RH#06 - Untitled, 2017
H 29,5 x D 29 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils
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Visuals available for the press

RH#07 - Untitled, 2017
H 25,5 x D 26 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils

RH#08 - Untitled, 2017
H 31,5 x D 26 cm
Courtesy Roger Herman,
Galerie Lefebvre & Fils
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Practical information

Roger Herman
Blumen
Solo exhibition
15 October - 18 November 2017
Opening night in the presence of the artist,
15 October 12 am to 6 pm

Coming soon

Jasmine Little
30 November 2017 - January 2018
24, rue du Bac 75007 Paris

Paris Internationale
French Vessels

18 - 22 October 2017
Opening Recption : 17 October, 5 - 8pm
11, rue Béranger 75003 Paris

Galerie Lefebvre & fils
24, rue du bac
75007 Paris

Open Tuesday to Saturday
From 11am to 1pm and 2pm to 7pm
Mondays on appointment

01 42 61 18 40
lefebvreetfils@gmail.com
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