into
the
woods
Even the most hardcore
urbanites dream of a
forested retreat in their
backyard. In Toronto,
a city nestled in a
network of ravines, that
fantasy is attainable.
Here, five irresistibly
rustic ravine homes
that recently hit the
market
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BY simone olivero
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The back of 112 Three Valleys
Drive in Don Mills opens up
on a steep forested ravine
flanked by the Donalda Club
golf course
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The place
112 Three Valleys Dr.
From outside, this house looks like a
typical Brady Bunch–era Don Mills
bungalow. But in 2006, the owners
brought the home into the 21st century
with an open-concept interior, gourmet
kitchen, honey-hued wood accents and
landscaped gardens. Most rooms look
out onto the lush greenery outside,
especially the bedroom, which features
exhibitionist-friendly full-length
windows.
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The ravine
The raised terrace sits on a ravine full of
maples, willows and pines. Beyond the
forest is the Donalda Club, whose greens
and fairways meet the East Don River. In
the 19th century the club was part of a
farm owned by the Gray family, who
built a sawmill and gristmill on the
property (the latter still stands). Mining
tycoon David A. Dunlap later bought the
farm; his family used it as a country
retreat for 36 years before selling off an
81-hectare chunk to the golf club.

THE SPECSs
Listed at:
$1.28 million
Sold for:
$1.26 million
Square footage:
1,540
Bedrooms: three
Bathrooms: four

resident
species

Red-tailed hawks,
Chinook salmon,
deer, foxes and a
lone beaver
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the cabin in the wooDS

the secluded bunker
The place
2 Hedgewood Rd.
Architect Peter Hamilton won a Canadian Housing Design Council award in
1974 for this steel-framed Hoggs Hollow
home. It was one of the first examples of
High-tech architecture, a ’70s movement
that exposed structural elements. The
house sits on a 30,000-square-foot lot
and has more luxe accoutrements than
the Shangri-La Hotel: a pyramidal skylight, hot tub and sauna, 500-bottle wine
cellar and housekeeper’s quarters.
The ravine
The woodsy enclave of Hoggs Hollow
was owned by James Hogg, who established the area in the 19th century with a
distillery and gristmill. After he died in
1839, his sons subdivided the property
into lots dotting the densely forested Don
River Valley. Chipmunks and 100 resident bird species gather at the base of the
steep ravine, and the neighbourhood,
with its winding streets, feels like a very
quaint—albeit very affluent—country
village.

THE SPECS
Listed at:
$3.5 million
Square footage:
3,600
Bedrooms: four
Bathrooms: four
Extras: hot tub,
sauna, 500-bottle
wine cellar

resident
species
Foxes, who are
re-emerging
following a deadly
mange outbreak in
the 2000s
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the secret
garden
THE SPECS
Listed at:
$9.9 million
Square footage:
5,000
Bedrooms: six
Bathrooms: nine
Extras: indoor pool
and hot tub, yoga
room, 1,500-bottle
wine cellar

The ravine
The forested backyard, blanketed in
hemlock and ferns, sits at the western tip
of Rosedale Valley Road. Slivers of sun
break through the shaded canopy of oak,
spruce, pine and maple trees, and a steep
hiking trail leads to the Rosedale subway
station. Nearby, the greenery turns into
Ramsden Park, the former location of the
Yorkville brick yards and a neighbourhood dog-walking hub.
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resident
species
Chipmunks,
squirrels and not
much else

The place
18 Cluny Dr.
This six-bedroom mansion sits on a cliff
overlooking Severn Creek Park. The
home has plenty of perks—a majestic
wine cellar, an indoor pool, a rubberfloored yoga centre, and a whopping
nine bathrooms—but the real draw is the
14,000-square-foot lot that cascades
down the slope of the ravine. A stone
staircase winds through the gardens to a
terrace perched among the trees, and a
trickling waterfall feeds into a koi pond
for an over-the-top enchanted forest
effect.
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The place
53 Riverview Drive
Compared to the famous 15,000-squarefoot Teddington Park castle, which sold
in 2011 for $17.5 million, this nearby minimansion is relatively modest, with only
six bedrooms and 5,000 square feet. The
lavish interior is all open-concept rooms
with cathedral ceilings. Windows span
the back of the house, providing a spectacular view of the massive lot and ravine.
Two raised terraces and a glam infinity
pool overlook the gargantuan backyard,
which is equipped with a 100-foot-long
soccer field.
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The ravine
The home sits on a lot worthy of Downton
Abbey: a quarter-hectare of sprawling
greemery that includes a ravine of maple,
oak, pine, spruce and willow trees. It
stretches into the outer reaches of the
Rosedale Golf Club, which moved to Teddington Park from Rosedale in 1909. Running through the golf course is the West
Don River, which teems with northern
green frogs, 50 species of fish and a few
snapping turtles. The green was designed
by the famous golf course architect Donald
Ross, and features a number of wooded
enclaves inhabited by foxes and coyotes.

THE SPECS
Listed at:
$6.19 million
Square footage:
5,000
Bedrooms: six
Bathrooms: six
Extras: infinity
pool, soccer pitch
in the backyard

resident
species
Deer, snapping
turtles, American
toads and bluntnosed trout
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the luxury estate
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section slug

BY THE
NUMBERS
Listed at:
$399,000
Square footage:
1,883
Bedrooms: four
Bathrooms: two

resident
species
Coyotes, deer, mink
and rabbits
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The place
224 Grandravine Dr.
It pays to live north of Sheppard: the
owners of this two-storey semi have
nearly 2,000 square feet of living space
for the price of a waterfront condo. The
open-concept living-dining area makes it
feel even bigger, as do the huge windows
and hardwood floors. Out back, there’s a
snug terrace perched over the ravine—on
a nice day, it feels as secluded and serene
as a Muskoka cottage.
The ravine
A green oasis at Jane and Finch sounds
oxymoronic, but this house feels miles
away from the neighbourhood’s strip
malls and subdivisions. It backs onto a
densely forested ravine packed with
mature red oak, maple and poplar trees.
and fed by the Black Creek, which trickles south from Vaughan before emptying into the Humber River.

photographs by derek shapton exceptcoyote by istock

the steal

