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Summer Worship Times 

Saturday 5:15 PM 
Sunday 8 AM & 9:45 AM 

 
Worship Times Starting 

September 7 
Saturday 5:15 PM 

Sunday 8 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

Christian Education 

Thursday 10:00 AM 
 

Coffee Fellowship 

Sunday 9:00 AM 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8 AM to noon 

1 PM to 5 PM 

Friday—8 AM to 12 PM 

The Evangel is a monthly  

publication of  

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 

 

Office phone numbers 

608-254-9763  

or 608-524-4516 

Email     

office@sjrdb.com 

Web Site      

www.sjrdb.com 

On the inside….  
Pastor David’s Page 2 

Pastor Dom’s Ponderings 3 

Christian Education News 4 

Youth and Family 5 

Worship Assistants For  

August/September 6 

Altar Guild & Bread Making 

Schedule 7 

Thank You’s 7 

 8 

August Calendar 9 

Parochial Report 10 

Spiritual Reflection  11 

Council, Staff & Boards 12 

Congregational Life Board invites you 

to City Park for fellowship, food,  

and entertainment.  
 

Wednesday, August 6 

6:00 PM—Potluck 

6:30 PM—Concert 

The Reedsburg Community Band will 

be performing. Please bring a dish to 

pass, your own tableware, drink, and 

something to sit on.  

Concert In  

The Park 

and 

Potluck Dinner 

 

 

Wednesday,  

August 6 

Look for the flamingo. Hope to see you all there.  

Come and Hear  . . . 

The Singing Men  

of Central Wisconsin 

Sunday, August 10 

8:00 & 9:45 AM  

Their addition to worship services last 

year was so enjoyed that they have been 

invited back. 

The Singing Men of Central Wisconsin 

is an independent, not-for-profit Chris-

tian men’s choral group from Central Wisconsin with members from Madison, 

Reedsburg, Merrimac, Sauk City, Prairie du Sac and Waunakee. They have per-

formed throughout Central Wisconsin at various functions and area churches.  

Sunday, September 7 

It’s going to be a busy Sunday! Your St. John  

staff, boards and volunteers are planning lots of  

new education opportunities.  

 Pastor David returns from his sabbatical. 

 The 9:45 AM worship service returns to 10:30 AM  

 Congregation Breakfast will be served  

between services, downstairs in Fellowship Hall 

 It’s time to register for Sunday School 

 Register for the new Adult Education CLASS 

(Christian Life and Service Seminars)  
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A few weeks ago I was out and about running some er-

rands on my day off and someone caught my attention 

and said “Say aren’t you Pastor Gle-sen… Giles-

ner...G… “ 

Yes, “Glesne”, I said, you can call me Pastor David if it 

makes it easier for you! 

“Yeah, ok… you are up at St. John right?” to which I 

replied absolutely!  “I thought so” she said.  Then her 

friend piped up and said “which one is that?”  I said we 

are up by the old hospital on the corner of North Park 

and 6th Street. “oh”, she continued “you are that church 

that feeds people.” 

I nodded and said “I guess we are.” “Oh, you people are 

great!”  they both said and then they were off. I walked 

all the way back to my car with a silly grin on my face. 

That brief interchange got me to thinking. If a church 

has to have a reputation in the community and in the 

world, this is one I would gladly accept!  

Feeding the people has a deep and rich biblical history, 

from Gods provision for Adam and Eve to manna in the 

desert, God has provided.  When Jesus taught his disci-

ples to pray for all the things he included in that prayer 

the phrase… “Give us this day our daily bread.”  In his 

small catechism Martin Luther in his explanation of the 

petition of the Lord’s Prayer reminds us that it is not on-

ly by food that we are fed. “What does “daily bread” 

mean? Everything included in the necessities and nour-

ishment for our bodies, such as food, drink, clothing, 

shoes, house, farm, fields, livestock, money, property, an 

upright spouse, upright children, and upright members of 

the household, upright and faithful rulers, good govern-

ment, good weather, peace, health, decency, honor, good 

friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”  

Every day we feed the people of God in all sorts of ways 

because of what goes on up here on the corner of North 

Park and 6th Street.  We do it in practical ways through 

ministries such as: Christ’s Cupboard, Food from the 

Heart, and Open Table.  Then there is Harvest Fest, soup 

bread and pie during Lent, our congregational potlucks 

and last but not least our funeral luncheons.  These are 

all wonderful times when people are fed by food and 

fellowship. 

But as important as the stomach is, that is not where we 

stop feeding folks. Each week, in and through the work 

of St. John, people are fed with the Word; in scripture, 

preaching and in the sacraments.  People are fed in small 

caring groups as they gather to serve, or to study.  Some 

of the feeding that goes on happens in formal structured 

ways.  Yet, much happens as the body of Christ in this 

place senses a need and brings the grace and care of God 

to those who are hungering.  

One of the things I love about Jesus is how he covers 

both the spiritual as well as the basic human needs in 

God’s all-encompassing grace. In Matthew 25:34-40 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, 

you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 

was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 

was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me. ‘Then the righteous will answer him, 

'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 

when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 

that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' And 

the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.’ ”  

Jesus is serious about this, because there are conse-

quences for those who do not look to the needs of the 

other. Loving, caring for and feeding our neighbor in 

need is not an option for those who claim Christ as their 

Lord and Savior. You see, Jesus knows that in feeding 

the other, in serving the neighbor, no matter what they 

look like or how they say your name, it is where we in 

turn are fed in ways we could never imagine.    

Blessings, 

Pastor David’s Page 
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Hello, from the office around the corner! As I write this, 

I’ve just come back from a meeting of my First Call 

Colleague Group. This is a group of pastors from here 

in South-Central Wisconsin, who all began our first 

calls at about the same time two years ago. 

I look forward to these meetings every month. A few of 

the participants were my classmates at seminary, so it is 

nice to reconnect monthly with old friends. But, perhaps 

more importantly, it gives each of us in the group a sup-

port system in which we can discuss ministry and talk 

through different ideas and plans that we have. 

Being a part of such a support group offers many bene-

fits. It means that all the ideas for ministry that I have 

are currently being used by a room full of some of the 

most energetic and engaging new pastors in our synod 

(although we’re all getting to the point that we’re hardly 

“new pastors” anymore). It also means that I have a 

group of people who are having similar experiences to 

mine and therefore can lend a supportive ear whenever 

I’m in need of a little pick-me-up. 

And, thinking about my wonderful support group of 

First Call pastors got me pondering. I wonder what 

kinds of support groups are active in each of our lives. 

We certainly call on different groups for support in dif-

ferent situations, so I got out my note pad and started 

jotting down all the different times that we might need 

support from others and what groups offer us support in 

those times. Let’s ponder just a couple of them together 

for a bit: 

 In what ways has your family been a support system 

for you? Sometimes families play huge roles; some-

times those roles aren’t as pronounced. Have there 

been particular times when your family has been a 

strong source of support? 

 How have different networks of friends been a sup-

port network for you? And, at what times have these 

different groups provided that system of support? 

Did a different group of friends help you through 

school, for instance, than are your support groups 

now? Do you enlist different friends as support dur-

ing different situations? 

 Perhaps most germane to an article here in the St. 

John Evangel; how have the communities of faith 

that you have been a part of contributed to your sup-

port systems? Has the church been there for you 

during a difficult time? Was there a particular per-

son (either a lay person or a pastor) who was an es-

pecially important support for you in your faith de-

velopment? How have people of faith integrated 

into all your other support structures? 

As always, I hope that you’ll continue to ponder these 

things and share these thoughts in discussions with one 

another. And, if you have a very interesting story about 

how personal support systems have played a role in 

your life, I’d love to hear them. Just pop your head in 

the office around the corner and let me know! I’m excit-

ed to hear from you!  

Happy Pondering! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Dom’s Ponderings  

Support  

St. John Lutheran Church  

by shopping AmazonSmile.com 
 

 Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. John Ev. Lutheran Church  

  whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 

Same products, same prices, same service. 

  Support your charitable organization by starting 

your shopping at smile.amazon.com 
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 Christian Education News    

This logo represents Christians of mature faith holding the cross, inspiring the growth of others, while  

creating a shell of love and guidance.  

Education Board  

Thursday, August 7, 5:00 PM in the Library 

Adult Education Schedule  

Thursdays 10:00 AM 

Witness in the Windows discussion  

continues… 

Come whenever you can—all are welcome! 

August Acolytes 

  8:00 AM  9:45 AM 

Sun., Aug. 3  

  Nathan Adelman Jade Kalan 

  Ashlan Crook Leah Erdman 

Sun., Aug. 10   

  Luke Rapisarda Mackenzie Wilson 

  Anna Penkwitz Ryan Stone 

Sun., Aug. 17   

  Colin Phalen Casey Swartz 

  Ally Gesteland Brooke Zibell 

Sun., Aug. 24  

  Kyle Wunluck Brandon Verthein 

  Sadie Keller Andrew Georgeson 

Sun., Aug. 31  

  Adam Belk  Autumn Davis   

  Chloe Baldwin Bobbi Schmidt 

LIFE Dates 

Sunday, August 3 - 9th grade LIFE students, their fami-

lies, and mentors will meet for an orientation at 9:00 AM 

in the Choir Room 

Sunday, August 17— 7th and 8th grade LIFE students 

with their parents will meet at 9:00 AM in the choir room 

for an information session. 

Looking for LIFE small group guides—We have need 

of guides for our two year 7th and 8th grade LIFE 

groups. We need one 8th grade guide (a one year com-

mitment) and three or four 7th grade guides (two year 

commitment). Please contact Pastor Dom or Beth if you 

would like to be a part of this rewarding ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Grow in Faith!   

Monday, July 28 - Friday, August 1, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Geared towards kids entering 1st grade through 5th 

grade. Activities include: Festive Flowerpots, A-maze-

ing Seeds, Blooming hearts pizza, and the Good Soil 

Theater. Plus field trips!  
 

Sunday School September rotation! 

Last month I included details about our Sunday school re-

structure. The time is drawing near to put it all together! 

Sunday, September 7 - We will kick off our program year 

with a breakfast at 9:00 AM and registration at 9:30 AM.  

More details will be in the September Evangel and a letter 

will be sent home to all families. However, I need leaders 

for our first rotation. We will be learning all about Noah!   

I need leaders for these three groups: 

  Kindergarten/First Grade—Four Leaders 

  Second/Third Grade—Four Leaders 

  Fourth/Fifth Grade—Four Leaders 

The first rotation will be three weeks in duration. 

Sunday, September 14 through Sunday, September 28.  

Please email or call me if you can help—responsibilities 

include:  

 Being present at our large group opening at 9:15 AM. 

 Helping lead a simple 1/2 hour activity when we divide 

up into class sections. 

Easy peasy! 

We will be leading by rotation so the schedule for the rest 

of  the year is as follows: 

October 5-26   Joseph 

November 2-16   David 

November 23-December 14 Advent/Christmas 

January 4-25   The Lord’s Prayer 

February 1-22   Walking on Water 

March 1-22   Holy Week and Easter 

April 12-May 3  Lydia 

I will need the same amount of leaders for each program 

block. Take a look at the dates and if you are interested in 

joining us for any of these rotations, let me know! I also 

need volunteers for: activities, group guides, and snacks. 

Email beth@sjrdb.com or call 254-9763. 

Beth Voigt 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, August 3  

4-8 PM 

Stone Church Road  

Rock Springs 

 

Freewill offering. 

Plus Bazaar & Bake Sale 

Youth Group  

Summer Barbeque Schedule 

Wednesdays, 6:00 PM  

August 6: Club Chaparral, meet at church 

August 13: To Be Announced 

August 20: To Be Announced 

August 27: To Be Announced 

Youth and Family 

Events 

Mark Your Calendar 

Sunday, October 5 

Much planning is already in place for this year.  

Come experience the delicious meal  

and wonderful fellowship this event has to offer.  

Please say “Yes” if you get a call to help! 

Kingdom Crew - Off for the Summer. 

Starts Wednesday, Sept. 10 

 

 

 

 

Church in Society is collecting items for Lutheran World 

Relief this summer. The August collection is for Personal 

Care Kits. Each kit contains 

Check Church in Society information in the narthex. 

 One light-weight bath sized towel (20” x 40” to 52” 

x 27”), dark color recommended 

 Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, 

in original wrapping 

 One adult–size toothbrush in its original packag-

ing* 

 One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed combs); 

remove packaging 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional): re-

move packaging 

 Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an 

individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; 

no plastic bags or wrap 

Sunday, August 24, 4 PM 

You, your family, & friends are invited. 

 

 
 
 

 

You Are Invited to the  

Sunday, August 3  

8:00 & 9:45 AM 

St. John Youth will be leading worship, and 

will share their Summer trip experience. 
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Note: head ushers 

are responsible for 

turning on lights, 

ringing the bell for 

call to worship, 

counting and record-

ing attendance, re-

cording loose offer-

ings and securing 

offerings.  

To All Worship  

Assistants: 

(Greeters, Acolytes, 

Lectors, Ushers, 

Communion Assis-

tants, Bread Makers, 

and Altar Guild 

members) 

Remember, you are 

asked to find your 

own substitutes and 

notify the office of any 

changes. 

Please call or email 

Carol or Linda in 

the office with any 

changes made to 

the published  

worship assistants 

schedule. Updated 

information will 

allow us to  

correctly publish 

duties in each  

worship bulletin. 

office@sjrb.com 

Or call 254-9763 

August 3 8:00 AM 9:45 AM 

Greeters Lyle & Jean Holtz Paul & Cheryl Schwarzenbart 

Acolytes Nathan Adelman, Ashlan Crook Jade Kalan, Leah Erdman 

Lector Judy Thies Dana Matz 

Ushers Greg Adelman, JR Colvin, Barb Demaske, Beverly Leake Becky Greenway, Bill & Julie Ratajczyk, Beth Voigt 

Communion HS Youth HS Youth 

August 10 8:00 AM 9:45AM 

Greeters Sheri Craker, Carey Craker Lorna Spohnholtz, (1) Please Volunteer 

Acolytes Luke Rapisarda, Anna Penkwitz Mackenzie Wilson, Ryan Stone 

Lector Jessica Guido Rachel Burkel 

Ushers Al & Barb Exner, Steve & Sheri Atkinson Bill & Barb Klang, Dave & Carol Melbye 

Communion Deb Adams, Sheri Craker, Pat Lewis Maureen Benseman, Bunny Frank, Rachel Burkel 

August 17 8:00 AM 9:45 AM 

Greeters Ken & Shirley West Keith & Andrea Holcomb 

Acolytes Brooke Zibell, Ally Gesteland Casey Swartz, Brooke Zibell 

Lector Linda Reeder Andrea Holcomb 

Ushers Jerry & Mary Zuhlke, Louie Voltz, Jim Knuth Ron & Kim Chovan, Bill & Julie Ratajczyk 

Communion Steve Atkinson, Art Behnke, Ardell Albers Teri Senzig, Andrea Holcomb, Chris McGee 

August 24 8:00 AM 9:45 AM 

Greeters Linda Ritzenthaler, Delores Ellingson Elaine Kosch, Maureen Benseman 

Acolytes Kyle Wunluck, Sadie Keller Brandon Verthein, Andrew Georgeson 

Lector Kathy Sorom Beth Voigt 

Ushers Fred Behn, Art Behnke, Don Erickson, Tom Seamonson Warren & Bunny Frank, Tim & Becky Greenway 

Communion Sheri Craker, Carey Craker, Judy Bransted Beth Voigt, Julie Ratajczyk,  Maureen Benseman 

August 31 8:00 AM 9:45 AM 

Acolytes Sylvia Weiss, Gladys Olson Warren & Bunny Frank 

Lector Alice Vande Water Dana Matz 

Ushers Dave Buss, Barb Demaske, Beverly Leake, Migs Percy Dave & Carol Melbye, Lorraine Kaun, Beth Voigt  

Communion Deb Adams, Steve Atkinson, Shirley Buss Bunny Frank, Tim Greenway, Andrea Holcomb  

September 7 8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

Lector Julie Adelman Rachel Burkel 

Ushers Greg Adelman, Steve & Sherri Atkinson, JR Colvin Bill & Julie Ratajczyk, Warren & Bunny Frank 

Communion Todd Erdman, Sheri Craker Bill Henke, Chris McGee 

September 14  8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

Lector Sherry Atkinson Bunny Frank 

Ushers Jerry & Mary Zuhlke, Myron LaRowe, Louie Voltz Ron & Kim Chovan, Tim & Becky Greenway 

Communion Sheri Craker, Deb Adams Julie Ratajczyk, Maureen Benseman 

September 21  8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

Lector Fred Behn Andrea Holcomb 

Ushers Al & Barb Exner, Don Erickson, Jim Knuth Dave & Carol Melbye, Beth Voigt, Lorraine Kaun 

Communion Judy Bransted, Art Behnke Bunny Frank, Teri Senzig 

Radio Monitor 

Steve Muchow 

Videographers 

Todd Gardner &  

Fred Farber 

Money Counters 

Jill Burmester 

Tom Seamonson 

 

Linda Reeder and 

Migs Percy 

August and September Worship Assistants 

SEPTEMBER 

AUGUST 
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Saturdays  5:15 PM 

Aug. 2  Crystal Link  

Aug. 9  Lisa Hoff 

Aug. 16 Beverly Hoege 

Aug. 23 Lisa Hoff 

Aug. 30 Beverly Hoege 

Sept. 6  Beverly Hoege 

Sept. 13 Lisa Hoff 

Sept. 20 Crystal Link 

Sept. 27 Crystal Link 

Sundays 8 AM 

Aug. 3  LaVera Craker 

Aug. 10 Shirley Buss 

Aug. 17 Judy Bransted 

Aug. 24 Barb Demaske 

Aug. 31 Barb Stone 

Sept. 7  Shirley Buss 

Sept. 14 LaVera Craker 

Sept. 21 Jennifer Kitson 

Sept. 28 Linda Behn 

 

 

Sundays 9:45 AM 

Aug. 3  Lynelle Roessler 

Aug. 10 Carol Melbye 

Aug. 17 Elaine Kosch 

Aug. 24 Maureen Benseman 

Aug. 31 Maureen Benseman 

Sept. 7  Maureen Benseman 

Sept. 14 Maureen Benseman 

Sept. 21 Carol Melbye 

Sept. 28 Elaine Kosch 

  

- Thank You - 

Altar Guild Schedule 

Aug . 2 & 3       Rabecca Francour 

Aug. 9 & 10       Tracy Schmus 

Aug. 16 & 17        Carol Schulz 

Aug. 23 & 24        Yvonne Brekke 

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 Sheri Weldy 

Sept. 6 & 7       Lisa Hoff 

Sept. 13 & 14       Yvonne Brekke 

Sept. 20 & 21       LaVera Craker 

Sept. 27 & 28       Carol Schulz 

- Bread Bakers - 

 Eva Kalin for the large donation 

of fabric for the Quilting ministry. 

 Dave Knoble and Barb Stone for 

cleaning the stoves. 

 LeRoy Peterson for taking care of 

weeds on the church grounds. 

 Ken West and Barb Stone for 

their continued landscaping ef-

forts of the church grounds.  

  

 

 

 

Thank you for your donation to Safe 

Harbor Homeless Shelter of 

$120.50. We are always grateful for 

your continued generosity and ap-

preciate your support. 

Sincerely, Safe Harbor Homeless 

Shelter Staff and Residents  

Aug. 2 & 3   John 14:1-7 

Aug. 9 & 10   Matthew 9:9-13 

Aug. 16 & 17   John 14:21-27  

Aug. 23 & 24   Acts 1:15-26 

Aug. 30 & 31    Colossians 1:15-20 

 August Scripture Readings  

To St. John! 

Thank you so much for choosing me 

as one of the recipients of the St. 

John scholarship. Words cannot de-

scribe how thankful I am for having 

such an amazing church community. 

I have big things in mind at UW Mil-

waukee and the church has helped 

me get to where I am now. Thank 

you so much again. 

God Bless, Angie Utley  
Dear St. John, 

Thank you so much for the generous 

scholarship. It will be used next year 

to help pay for my schooling at UW 

Madison. 

Dillon Klahn  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

I want to thank our gifted Prayer 

Shawl ministers for the beautiful 

shawls. We are blessed to have an 

abundance of them. Recently I deliv-

ered several prayer shawls to the 

Senior Life Center and the Sauk 

County Health Care Center. They 

were thrilled to receive them.  

I also want to remind the congrega-

tion that the shawls are in the coat 

room off the narthex and that anyone 

can take them to someone you feel 

needs prayer and comfort.  

If you have questions about this min-

istry please call Andrea at 768-3554. 

Thank You To Second Harvest  

for the generous donation of a two 

door commercial freezer for our 

Christ’s Cupboard ministry. This gift 

allows us to distribute more food to 

the  community! 
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Little Dresses  

For Africa  

Made From  

Pillow Cases 

Little Dresses for Africa 

is a non-profit 501c3, 

Christian organization, 

which provides relief to 

the children of Africa. 

Simple dresses are made 

out of pillow cases, and 

distributed through the 

orphanages, churches and 

schools in Africa to plant 

in the hearts of little girls 

that they are worthy! Pillow Case Dresses continue to be 

needed. A pattern can be found on the Welcome wall in 

the narthex. Completed dresses can be dropped in the 

basket under the shelf on the Welcome Wall. 
Weõre not just sending dress, we are sending hope. 

Thank you all for that you do!   

 

 

Well, it’s hard to believe that summer is almost over. 

We have had wonderful musical offerings at services. 

The Witness in the Windows sermon series has remind-

ed us of the many saints that surround us as we worship 

each week.  

Please take a moment and read the article on this page 

about Summer Stewardship and how to make your offer-

ing easier; especially with these busy months of sum-

mer. 

Staff has been hard at work planning for the fall and 

winter offerings, be it music, education or youth activi-

ties. There will surely be something for everyone.  

As we move toward the fall keep in mind we will be 

looking for new people to serve. I invite you to get in-

volved: be it on the council, boards, committees, Sunday 

school teachers, or as LIFE guides. There are always 

opportunities to serve each week at any service. As 

greeters, ushers, communion assistants, choir members 

and altar guild people. Let the office know where you 

would like to volunteer. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 

one of your council members (contact information can 

be found on the back page of the Evangel). 

Blessings, Rich 

Random Thoughts from President Rich 

Mon.-Fri., July 28-Aug.1, 6-8 PM    

           Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Sunday, Aug. 3   

   9th Grade LIFE Orientation 

Wednesday, August 6   

   Concert In the Park and Potluck 

Sunday, August  10   

   Singing Men of Central WI 

Sunday, August 24   

   Revival Music Sunday 

Sunday, September  7   

   Rally Sunday 

Sunday, September 14   

   African Children’s Choir 

Sunday, October 5   

   Harvest Fest 

Sunday, November 9 

   Reedsburg Area HS Dinner & Talent Show 

- Save The Date - 

Summer Stewardship 

It is summer, but please remember your stewardship 

gifts during these months. Life and ministry at St. John 

changes gears, but it doesn't slow down! Basic needs 

still need to be covered, ministry goes on even while 

many of us are on vacation!   

                               Ways to Give! 

Well, there is the old standby of putting your offering 

in the plate during weekly worship.  

But there are two ways to give electronically at St. 

John as well. You can log on to www.sjrdb.com and 

click the yellow button and make your offering via 

PayPal.  

 

 

 

OR call or email the church office and sign up for 

“Simply Giving” to make regularly scheduled offerings 

to the ministry of St. John.  

Finally Pray, Worship, and Give Thanks to God for the 

life and ministry we do together in Jesus name at St. 

John year round. 
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Gifts and Memorials—  

 By friends and family in memory of :  

  David Sprague 

  Jane Meyer 

  Alice Adams  

Sponsorship Calendar— August 

Altar Flowers ($30), Aug. 10 & 24 only 

Bulletins ($25), entire month available 

Radio Broadcast ($35, $65, and $115), entire month 

available 

TV Cable Broadcast ($40), entire month available 

Meetings & Greetings— 

Sermon Series Study — 10 AM, Thursday every week 

Hannah Circle  —  2:00 PM, Tuesday, August 5 

Sarah Circle  — 1:00 PM, Thursday, August 21 

Dorcas Circle — 9:30 AM, Wednesday, August 20 

St. John Quilters — 9 AM, Thursday, August 7  

              — 9 AM, Friday, August 15 

Card Ministry  — Monday, August 11  

Coffee Fellowship - Summer Schedule— 

Volunteers needed to make coffee, set out pastries and 

serve before the end of the 8:00 AM service. Pastries, 

cheese tray, crackers and juice are supplied during the 

summer. See the 3-ring binder in the coffee area to sign 

up. August dates: 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31. 
 

Thrivent Choice Direct Now . . .  

Add $20 Campaign 

This campaign was a one-time additional grant dollars 

Thrivent Financial provided to St. John. The campaign 

generated $220. Those eligible Thrivent Financial 

members were: 

Bruce Karstetter, Marcia Karstetter, Edna Karstetter, 

Sharon Petersen, Susan Johnson, Rudy Neumann, De-

lores Ellingson, Carol Julius, Deloris Wersal, Blaine 

Hedberg and Shirley West. 

Parochial Report 

COMMUNICATING VIA  

TEXT MESSAGING 

Text messaging allows us another form 

of communication with members. If you 

would like to receive information regarding upcoming 

events, or other types of church communication please 

update the office with your cell number and permission 

to receive texts. You can note your information on the 

weekly attendance form, email or call the  church office.  

office@sjrdb.com 

254-9763 or 524-4516 

Receive your copy of the  

Evangel by email!!! 

Help lower mailing costs by receiving 

your monthly Evangel electronically. 

Email the Church office to let us know 

that you would like to receive the monthly Evangel via 

your email address. Then next month look for the email 

alerting you that it has been posted to our website!  

It’s that easy!! 

Do We Have Your Do We Have Your   

Correct Contact Information?Correct Contact Information? 

Please update the church office by not-

ing any new information on your attend-

ance form and placing it in the offering plate.   

OR call the church office at 254-9763 or 524-4516  

OR email the church office at office@sjrdb.com. 

Church Email Address Reminder 

A year ago we changed email addresses. 

Please check that you are using the correct address 

when emailing staff or the office. 

Pastor David - pastordavid@sjrdb.com 

Pastor Dom - pastordom@sjrdb.com 

Beth Voigt - beth@sjrdb.com 

Ben Berg - ben@sjrdb.com 

David Knoble - davek@sjrdb.com 

Carol Julius - carol@sjrdb.com 

Linda Behn - linda@sjrdb.com 

All Staff - office@sjrdb.com 

Work Bee at the Cemetery 

The Cemetery Board is planning a Work Bee at the 

Cemetery Saturday September 6 starting at 8:30 AM. 

There are several graves that need attention to improve 

the grass. We plan to work up the current soil, add 

black dirt(as necessary), level and seed them. Another 

item that should be addressed is the cleaning of monu-

ments. Other items may be added as they are identified. 

Some tools will be available. Everyone is welcome to 

come and work with us. I am sure there will be a few 

items of history learned as well. If you have more ideas 

or need more information you can contact Lou Kirt 

at ldkirt@rucls.net or 608 524-9612.  

mailto:ldkirt@rucls.net
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Spiritual Reflection Letter for August 2014 

Protective Gear 

“The internet is a full contact sport.” Those words were in 

response to my reaction to a comment that was made 

about a statement I posted on an internet website regarding 

a personal fitness goal I had achieved. An individual com-

mented that my testimony was impossible and that I was a 

fake. Really, I thought, someone who had no idea who I 

was and did not know anything about me for that matter 

was going to judge my statement and call me a fake? That 

is when a gentleman chimed in and said, “The internet is a 

full contact sport.” What protective gear is required for 

internet sports (and I might add texting, too)? 

I do not know the person who made the comment, but he 

hurt me. I felt a blow deep in my gut. The wind was 

knocked out of me. I felt suddenly on the ground being 

stomped on by words on a computer screen! This person 

did not approach me in person and question me about my 

testimony. No, he just made a random comment and now 

the rest of the world has to judge whether I am telling the 

truth or he is telling the truth. 

Can you see how easily the battle rages on the internet!  

Am I going to respond to the comment? No, absolutely 

not! This person wants to stir up gossip and inflict pain 

and I am not going to play along. There has to be a way of 

protecting ourselves from the kinds of conversations that 

occur on the internet and through texting.  

Many of you are likely Facebook enthusiasts (I am not, 

which you may have already guessed). I have had more 

than one person share with me stories about hurtful com-

ments they received after they posted something on Face- 

book.  We need to protect ourselves from the words that 

get in our heads, consume our thoughts and wound our 

hearts. We would not think of sending our kids out onto 

the football field without protective gear or into a bike race 

without a helmet. We need to protect our head and our 

heart if we are going to participate in these technological 

sports. 

Where do we find the protective gear for this sport? How 

do we protect ourselves from people who make negative 

comments publicly about issues for which they have no 

understanding? How do we deal with the bullying that oc-

curs through text messaging? How do we respond to the 

people who want to squelch our personal stories and our 

accomplishments? 

We can start by reading positive words of encouragement 

like those found in the bible. We read in 1 Thessalonians 

5:8, “But let us who live in the light think clearly, protect-

ed by the body armor of faith and love and wearing as our 

helmet the confidence of our salvation.” The helmet of 

confidence that God knows our heart and he loves us as 

we are and we cannot be separated from his love no matter 

what hurtful words come our way can protect us from the 

hurtful words people fling at us. Our hearts will be protect-

ed in knowing this truth. So read his word, reflect on his 

love.  

Perhaps another protective strategy would be to reduce the 

risk of injury by limiting the amount of time you spend 

exposing yourself to negative, hurtful comments. Did you 

know you do not need to respond to a negative text mes-

sage? You do not need to open emails. You can decide in 

advance how you will handle negative messages. You 

might choose to pray for the other person. God tells us to 

pray for our enemies and anyone who is trying to cause 

trouble, conflict, pain or suffering is an enemy. 

Maintain your relationship with God and tell him about the 

situation. He will direct you with words to say or actions 

you to take. Remember to put on faith, hope and love and 

trust that you will be well fitted with the proper protective 

gear. 

Questions to ponder: 

 How do I respond to negative comments on the internet 

or in text messages? 

 What do I believe about what is written on the internet? 

 How do I allow technology to influence my life? 

 How can I limit negative energy that 

flows through technology? 
 

May God’s Peace Be With You, 

Tammy Koenecke, RN, BSN, MASL 

Spiritual Care Coordinator, RAMC 

Put on all of God’s armor so that you will 

be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the 

Devil.  For we are not fighting against people made of flesh 

and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the 

unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who 

rule this world and against wicked spirits in the heavenly 

realms.  Use every piece of God’s armor to resist the enemy 

in the time of eveil, so that after the battle you will still be 

standing firm.  Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt 

of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness.  For 

shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so 

that you will be fully prepared.  In ever battle you will need 

faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by 

Satan.  Put on salvation as your helmet and take the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6:11-18 
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St. John Staff 

Ministers Members of St. John 

Senior Pastor  David J. Glesne 

Associate Pastor  Dominic V. Guido 

Youth & Family Director Ben Berg 

Christian Ed Director Beth Voigt 

Dir. of Music Ministry David Knoble 

 

Administrative Secretary Carol Julius 

Administrative Assistant  Linda Behn 

Financial Secretary Shirley Buss 

Custodian  Jay Peterson 

Head Organist Diana McGlynn 

Saturday Pianist Leta Palmer 

August 2014 

This newsletter was especially prepared for: 

 

Pastor David’s day off is Friday   Web site: www.sjrdb.com     Phone: 608-254-9763  

Pastor Dom’s day off is Friday  Email: office@sjrdb.com   Phone: 608-524-4516                                 

Ben Berg’s day off is Friday        

 

Italics indicates board or committee which the council member  

serves as liaison. 

Congregation Council 

Rich Sorom, President 524-2720 

  Administration, Cemetery 

Jennifer Kitson, Vice Pres. 524-8612 

  Youth and Family  

Deb Adams, Secretary 524-8004 

  Worship 

Blaine Hedberg, Treasurer 524-2896 

  Budget Task Force, Foundation 

Jim Wheeler 985-7067 

  Cemetery 

Patty Sauey 524-6150 

  Worship 

 

Bill Henke 524-8606 

  Congregational Life 

Todd Erdman 495-1076 

  Church in Society 

Steve Atkinson 574-8060 

  Education  

Sheri Craker 524-5422 

  Congregational Life 

Cheri Newlun 524-4038 

  Church in Society 

Tom Reeder 464-3390 

  Congregational Life   

St. John Foundation 

Diane Thieding, Pres.  727-2591 

Terry Penkwitz, Vice Pres.  524-8638 

Jane Zuehlke, Sec. Treas.  524-4676 

Tom White  448-2555 

Greg Adelman  524-3729 

Ardell Albers 524-3839 

Blaine Hedberg  524-2896 
 

St. John Cemetery Board 

Lou Kirt  524-9612 

Dan Biermeier 547-3435 

James Knuth 522-3662 

Rich Sorom 524-2720 

Jim Wheeler 985-7067 

Warren Frank 985-7455  

 

Chairs or Staff of St. John Boards 

Administration LeRoy Petersen 

Church in Society Bunny Frank 

Congregational Life Position Open 

Education Beth Voigt 

Worship Jolene Westerman 

Youth & Family Ben Berg  
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