london
calling

Bookshelves create
a contemporary look
either side of a traditional
black fireplace. An old
school trunk makes a
useful coffee table.

Cassandra Ellis left behind corporate
life in Auckland to follow her dreams
and create a new life in London
Text by Johanna Thornycroft/Picture
Media. Photography by Andreas Van
Einsiedel/Picture Media.
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The original pine
floorboards were intact
in the 1860s terraced
house in Peckham
Rye, London. The
natural wood brings a
neutral, hard-wearing
background to the
living spaces.

“I’ve always been drawn to
handmade pieces, old rugs and
craftsmanship – I rarely buy
anything new or mass produced”

Black doors dividing the
living area are kept open
so the space works as
one long room. A 1970s
Alexandra Alderson
painting looks fresh
and modern above the
Victorian fireplace.
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Cassandra Ellis (quilt maker/teacher),
Ed Prichard (creative director) and Ed’s
children, Oscar, 13, and Frankie, 10,
plus Darcy the black labrador and Lily,
an Australian terrier.
Cassandra, can you describe your
previous houses? Before moving here
I lived in a lovely colonial-style cottage
in Auckland, and then a flat conversion
in Clapham, London.
Where do you source your furniture from?
My favourite things have been found
online, from the sofas to the children’s beds
and the antique kitchen cupboard.
Who or what inspires you? I shuffle
between John Pawson, Georgian classicism
and Kettle’s Yard Gallery in Cambridge.

HOMES

who lives here?

HOMES

The antique mahogany tilttop table, which expands to
accommodate visitors, is
mixed with classic wooden
chairs and iconic Eames
chairs. Cassandra replaced
all the radiators in the
house with reproductions
made from the original
moulds of those found in
schools.

h

aving spent time living
in England, New
Zealander Cassandra
Ellis returned to her homeland and settled
in Auckland, where she worked in marketing
for a magazine company specialising in
interiors and fashion. “I’m one of those
people who always worked in the corporate
scene, but secretly longed to have a
creative career,” she says.
After meeting Englishman Ed Prichard,
creative director of an advertising agency,
she decided to return to London, and the
couple set up home in a flat in Clapham. It
was 2008 and corporate jobs were few and
far between, so Cassandra thought it was
time to rediscover her long-term hobby of
quilt-making and become a professional
quilter and part-time teacher. She also
discovered “fabulous Peckham Rye. It’s
vibrant, diverse and full of interesting arty
people and a great mix of architecture and
leafy bits, so we agreed to let the flat and
look for a small house with a garden.”

“I’m one of those
people who
always worked
in the corporate
scene, but secretly
longed to have a
creative career”
In the kitchen Cassandra
chose glossy Ikea
cupboards, which she
teamed with an antique
cabinet. The benchtops
are recycled school
laboratory worktops, the
colour of which works
perfectly with the table.
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✚ Work with artisans whenever you can.
The pleasure of being involved with a small
business and watching lovely items being
made adds something special to any home.
✚ Choose a simple palette. Cassandra’s
house is very small so she kept to a very
disciplined colour scheme. But ‘minimal’
doesn’t mean ‘all white’ – just pick a theme
and follow it through. Cassandra and Ed
chose Little Greene’s Colour Scales paint
collection to achieve this using ‘French Grey’.
✚ Always invest in the bones of a room –
floors, doors and walls – and restore original
features where possible. You turn doorknobs
every day, so it’s worth having good ones.

Clockwise from top left A unique chandelier
is a good choice of lighting in a small hall;
Cassandra bought the metal bed in Oscar’s
room online and painted it grey, while the
fabric pendant light was found along with
five others boxed and wrapped in their
original 1950s packaging at a market stall;
Oscar chose the Japanese fabric used in
this quilt himself. An antique rug softens
the wooden floors; Frankie also has one of
Cassandra’s beautiful quilts on her bed.
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Like Oscar’s room, the
couple’s bedroom is a study
in simplicity, with a minimal
amount of furniture. The
quilt was one of the very
first Cassandra made using
Japanese and Liberty fabric.
The side table is a painted
French cafe table.
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beautiful rooms

“I reckon a
previous owner
must have ‘won’
the garden –
it’s really well
designed”

Making beautiful quilts requires space
for cutting and storage, so when Cassandra
saw this 1860s terraced house with a pretty
rear garden complete with a modern
studio, it was a done deal.
“Funnily enough, the house and garden
seemed not to belong to one another,” she
says. “I reckon a previous owner must have
‘won’ the garden – it’s really well designed
and planted. The house was sound, but
was a horror of rainbow-coloured walls,
layers of wallpaper, dirty blue carpet, and
dodgy plumbing and electrics.”
The bonus, however, was that virtually
all the original interior fittings, from cornices
to doors and fireplaces, were intact.
Cassandra and Ed set about doing
most of the work themselves between
September and November 2010. “We did
everything but the plumbing and electrical
replacement,” she says.
The result is a space that’s exceptionally
calm, restful and light-filled. It’s neither
minimally furnished nor cluttered, and
everything has a purpose and a place,
including a careful selection of treasured
artworks, which add colour and character.
“My grandfather was a furniture maker,”
says Cassandra, “so I’ve always been
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This photo Old bricks have
been used to create paved
areas in the garden and
a painted pergola gives
a sense of separation.
Inset right The table and
benches were found at
Ardingly Antiques Fair in
South England and are
believed to have come
from a beer garden in
Europe. Inset far right
Cassandra at the door
to her garden studio.

drawn to handmade pieces, old rugs and
craftsmanship – I rarely buy anything new
or mass produced.”
After stripping the floors, Cassandra
painted the upstairs boards a pale grey,
while the ground floor was finished with
natural Osmo hardwax oil. The walls are
off-white, and strong black “punctuation
points” are seen throughout the house,
from the black iron radiators, painted doors,
door frames and smaller decorative items.
Bookshelves neatly run from floor to ceiling
in the rear sitting room and there aren’t any
patterned fabrics. “I like to think there’s a
Georgian simplicity,” says Cassandra.
Cassandra’s quilts add colour, texture,
energy and life to the simplicity of the
upstairs bedrooms. She explains how
quilts often mark momentous occasions
in people’s lives. “When people commission
a quilt I ask them to give me things like
pieces of favourite clothing, dress fabric or
even old toys. A quilt is all about personal
stories, from a marriage to remembering
a child. I create and draw up all my own
designs and use fabrics from many sources,
often from Japan or Africa. My quilts are
to be used for keeping warm and storing
memories, though – they’re not just
precious art.”
The house works well for entertaining
and on weekends when the children visit.
The spaces flow in a circle from the kitchen
to the garden, and back into the sitting
rooms and the hall, so there’s never a
feeling of being cramped. Cassandra has
proved that Victorian design adapts to
pared-down modern living very easily.
➜ Find out how they got the look on

PAGE 132.

Cassandra in her
garden studio, where
she keeps craft books,
fabrics and backing
material for her quilts.
“It’s a wonderful
private world out
here,” she says.
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  quilt  using  
a  precious  patchwork
QUICK TIP  Create  
  baby  
fabric  that  has  memories  attached,  like  a
blanket  or  a  favourite  scarf.

CLOSE  
MATCH

✚ ‘SASHA’
PATCHWORK QUILT,
$269.99, FROM
TRADE AID.

MAKE IT WORK
CHOOSE WELL-MADE,
HANDCRAFTED PIECES
AND PRECIOUS ONE-OFFS
t
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in bloom

PACK YOUR
BAGS
✚ Vintage leather
suitcase, $150, from
REAL TIME.

✚ Designers Guild

✚ KETE BY
FRANCIS CONRAD,
$120, FROM
THE POI ROOM.
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BLESSED  VESSEL

✚ ‘No 2’ glass bottle,
$18, from REDCURRENT;
white vase, $75, from
MACY HOME.

Styling by Viv Burrowes. Product photography by ACP Studios.

‘Ornamental Garden’
cushion, $265,
from ALLIUM.

