AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY
November 2014
Hello fellow ASV members:
I would like to use this President’s newsletter to update you on various ASV activities and fill
you in on our plans for the 2015 meeting at Western University in London, Ontario, Canada. This
meeting will be our third visit to this spirited university town, and I think the exciting agenda will
complement the opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty of London, Ontario. More information
about the meeting is provided below, and will be posted on the conference website
(www.asv2015.com), but be sure to reserve July 11-15th on your calendar and plan to attend.
The 2015 meeting will follow our traditional schedule, beginning on Saturday afternoon with the
Welcome Reception followed by the keynote address. On Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings, we will have four outstanding plenary sessions. Beginning with Saturday
evening, the evenings and afternoons will be packed with an assortment of workshops, state-ofthe-art (SOA) lectures, and poster sessions. There will be plenty of time at meals and during
breaks to renew and establish friendships and collaborations.
As many of you know, the primary purpose of our 33 year old Society is to hold an annual
meeting to bring the Virology community together to hear a wide range of research presentations
and to exchange ideas. Our commitment to training future virologists is reflected in the numerous
presentation opportunities for graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. The “ASV Ann
Palmenberg Junior Investigator” program showcases the accomplishments of young faculty
members, and our State-of-the-Art and plenary lectures provide the opportunity to hear from
more established investigators. I am looking forward to seeing all of you at Western University to
help us continue this tradition of immersing ourselves in virology and sustaining an interactive
and supportive community of scholars.
Membership Dues
Membership in the ASV is very reasonable (full: $100, associate: $30, associate student: $15) and
I strongly encourage each of you to keep your membership active so that you and your lab
members can take full advantage of all that the ASV has to offer. Membership renewal statements
for the period January 1 through December 31, 2015 were mailed to all members in mid-October.
It is critical for you to pay your dues before the January 1, 2015 due date. You may pay your
dues by mail, fax or online on the ASV website by credit card (Visa, MasterCard or American
Express).
ASV members who are paying delinquent dues online should select the "Other Amount" category
and enter the total amount they are paying. Delinquent dues for 2014 and even 2013 can be paid
in this fashion, resulting in restoration of your membership in good standing.
Please note that only full members who have paid their 2015 dues may sponsor abstracts and
travel award applications submitted for the upcoming meeting, and that only graduate student,
undergraduate student, and postdoctoral fellow members who have paid their 2015 dues may
submit travel award applications. Questions regarding renewal payments or membership status
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should be directed to the Secretary-Treasurer's office at 419-383-5173 or by email at
asv@asv.org.
2015 Call for Abstracts & Registration Booklet
The 2015 Call for Abstracts and registration information booklet is being mailed to the ASV
membership mid-November, as this newsletter is being written. The abstract deadline is 11:59
pm EST, Monday, February 2, 2015. All abstracts must be submitted electronically to the
Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB) through the conference
website at www.asv2015.com.
Complete details are available on the meeting website. As always, each meeting participant
may make only one workshop presentation. Oral presentations will be limited to 12 minutes
with an additional 3 minutes for discussion. We will have two afternoon poster sessions that
provide excellent opportunities for informal and in-depth discussion. Please be sure to read the
“session/topic categories” carefully during the abstract submission process, because we have
made some changes to what is available.
2014 ASV meeting
The 33rd annual meeting, attended by 1383 participants, was hosted by Colorado State University
and held on their campus in Fort Collins, from June 21-25, 2014. Jeff Wilusz and the members of
his local organizing committee did a superb job of organizing this meeting and our ASV past
President, Paula Traktman, assembled an excellent lineup of plenary speakers. I would like to
thank Richard Kuhn, Chair of the ASV Program Planning Committee, for organizing the State-ofthe-Art lectures and to ensure that the 56 workshops ran smoothly; in this regard, I would also
like to thank Katherine Spindler, Vice-Chair and all the members of the Program Planning
Committee for their hard work and invaluable assistance.
ASV Meeting Update - We’re electronic!
Last year the ASV Council voted to discontinue printing the program for the annual meeting and
take our proceedings electronic. An interactive mobile app for iOS, Google, and Android devices
was custom designed for ASV that provides access to the entire meeting program as well as subprograms (plenaries, concurrent workshops by time slot), allows last minute updates to the
schedule, links to speaker’s web pages, maps of key locations on the campus, and much more.
Abstract submission will continue as usual. Once the program is established, a fully searchable
and printable program will be available on the meeting website. A much improved personal
itinerary planner will also be available on the website. Launch of the ASV app went smoothly last
year, and we have done our best to address the few problems that arose. I am confident that our
membership will appreciate the new capabilities, flexibility, and accuracy of the electronic
program and app.
2015 ASV meeting
The 34th Annual Meeting will take place on the campus of Western University, London, Ontario,
Canada, from July 11-15th. Our local hosts for ASV 2015 are Drs. C. Yong Kang, Stephen Barr
and Jimmy Dikeakos, Professors of Virology, Department of Microbiology and Immunology,
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry at Western University. You should have already
received a brochure on the ASV 2015 meeting which was included with the 2015 membership
renewal statement mailing. Complete information regarding the scientific program, travel, lodging
and registration will be available, as it develops, on the conference website at www.asv2015.com.
Remember that the abstract deadline is 11:59 pm on Monday, February 2, 2015 and abstracts
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must be submitted to FASEB electronically on the conference website link. Please remember that
each participant may make only one workshop oral presentation. Western University is an easily
accessible and scenic venue ideally situated for pre- or post-meeting sightseeing. I strongly
recommend taking a few extra days to explore the history, architecture, entertainment, cuisine and
beautiful scenery of London.
**IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL VISITORS**
International visitors from countries other than the United States must have a valid passport.
Online application visas can be found at: http://travel.state.gov/visa/. It is recommended that
you apply for your visa at least 4 to 5 months prior to your departure date. Individuals
requiring an official letter of invitation in order to obtain a visa or permission to attend the
meeting may request one from Western University by email at asv2015@uwo.ca. However, to
obtain this letter, applicants must first register and pay meeting registration fees for the
conference, per Western University regulations. The letter does not imply that any conference
fees or other expenses will be assumed by the meeting organizers or the American Society for
Virology.
Satellite Club Symposia:
Two satellite symposia will be held on Saturday July 11th before the start of the ASV
annual meeting. Both meetings will take place from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Participants must
register in advance when submitting the meeting registration form. The finalized program and list
of symposium speakers will be available on the ASV 2015 conference website.
Veterinary Virology Club Satellite Symposium: “One Health – the Virology Perspective”
Evolution and Ecology Satellite Symposium: “Dynamic Aspects of Viral Evolution
Over Time and Space”
Medical Virology Club Luncheon: The club will hold a luncheon on Sunday, July 12th.
Advance registration is required and available on the meeting registration form.
Scientific program for the 2015 meeting: The program for the 2015 ASV meeting will be
outstanding, beginning with the keynote presentation and continuing with four exciting symposia:
Keynote – Saturday, July 11th, 5:30 pm – Joan Steitz (Yale University)
“Viral Noncoding RNAs: Insights into Evolution”
Symposium I - Sunday
Symposium III - Tuesday
An Inordinate Fondness for Viruses
Bucket of Bolts
Curtis Suttle
(Univ. of British Columbia) Britt Glaunsinger
(Univ. of California, Berkeley)
Christian Drosten
(University of Bonn) Paula Traktman
(Medical College of Wisconsin)
Xiang-Jin Meng
(Virginia Tech) Ileana Cristea
(Princeton University)
Steven Wilhelm
(University of Tennessee) Leslie Parent
(Penn State University)
ASV Ann Palmenberg Junior Investigators (TBA) James (Zhijian) Chen (U. of Texas Southwestern MC)
Symposium II - Monday
Symposium IV - Wednesday
The Kind That Make You Sick
Virocentricity
Kanta Subbararo
(NIH, NIAID) Eugene Koonin
(NIH, NCBI)
Theodora Hatziannou (Aaron Diamond AIDS Res Ctr) Mart Krupovic
(Institut Pasteur)
Chioma Okeoma
(Univ. of Iowa) Kenneth Stedman
(Portland State University)
Heinrich Feldmann
(NIH, NIAID)
Susana Lopez Charreton
(UNAM, Cuernavaca)
Karen Mossman
(McMaster University)
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The popular and well-attended State-of-the-Art lectures, organized by Richard Kuhn, Chair, and
Katherine Spindler, Vice-Chair, of the Program Planning Committee, will cover a breadth of
riveting topics. Our six SOA speakers, and their tentative titles, are:
Katherine J.D. Excoffon (Wright State University)
Breaking the epithelial barrier: strategies employed
by adenovirus
Roy Duncan
(Dalhousie University)
Structure, function and evolution of virus-encoded
cell-cell fusion proteins
W. Allen Miller
(Iowa State University)
Cap-independent translation of plant viral RNAs:
interactions with the host machinery

Scott A. Tibbetts
(Univ. of Florida)
Emerging roles of herpesvirus noncoding RNAs in
latency and pathogenesis
Ted Pierson
(NIH, NIAID)
Shake, rattle and role: flavivirus-antibody structural
dynamics
Michelle Flenniken
(Montana State University)
Honey bee viruses and antiviral defense
mechanisms

The Education and Career Development Committee, chaired by Stacey Schultz-Cherry, will hold
a virology education workshop on Sunday, July 12th, from noon to 1:30 pm, entitled “Designing
Virology Labs for Undergrads?” The workshop will be hosted by Drs. Troy Cline and Lauren
O’Donnell. There will be a “Communication Workshop” scheduled on Monday, July 13th;
updates on the topic and the presenters will be forthcoming on the conference website. ASV will
also be hosting another live podcast of TWiV (This Week in Virology) on Tuesday July 14th.
The popular “lunch discussion tables” that provide an opportunity for students and postdoctoral
fellows to interact with the plenary speakers and others will be held during the lunch breaks on
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. No cost is involved but due to limited space, reservations are
required to attend. Advance signup is required on the meeting registration form. Registrants
will be chosen by a lottery system drawing prior to the meeting. Selected attendees will be
notified by email of the one (1) lunch table event to which you have been assigned prior to start of
the conference to allow you to confirm your acceptance.
ASV Travel Awards
All ASV 2015 travel grant applications must be submitted electronically online through the ASV
website at www.asv.org or through the link provided on the ASV 2015 conference website at
www.asv2015.uwo.ca. You must first complete the online submission of an abstract for
presentation and receive a Confirmation Number. When you apply for the appropriate travel
grant, you will be required to “paste” an exact copy of the electronically submitted abstract (title,
authors, text) into the travel grant application form and provide the assigned Confirmation
Number. Only students and postdoctoral fellows who are current (dues paid for 2015) members of
ASV or have applied for membership by February 2, 2015, are eligible to apply for the respective
travel grant. ASV will also give a small number of travel awards to undergraduate students.
Applicants are also required to obtain permission from a current (dues paid for 2015) full member
of ASV who agrees to be listed as the sponsor for your travel grant application. Once permission
has been obtained, you may then list the full member’s name, email address, institution affiliation,
and address on the application. (Note: Teachers of Undergraduate Students submitting travel grant
applications are excluded from the abstract submission and full member nomination
requirements.) Please review your application carefully before submitting. Incomplete
applications will not be reviewed or considered for funding by the ASV Graduate Student and
Postdoctoral Fellow Travel Award Committee. Applications are not accepted by mail. The
deadline for online submission of all travel grant applications is Monday, February 2, 2015.
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Please contact the office of the ASV Secretary-Treasurer, Dorothea Sawicki, by email at
asv@asv.org or by telephone at 419-383-5173 if you require additional information or assistance.
Latin American Programs
As many of you know, the ASV supports travel of Latin American virologists to the annual ASV
meeting. The amount of this award is a maximum of $2,500 in expenses. Applicants must submit
an abstract for presentation at the annual meeting but need not be an ASV member. The
Education and Career Development Committee will review applications and make the selections.
Please encourage your Latin American colleagues to apply online through the ASV 2015 website
at www.asv2015.uwo.ca
Future annual meetings
The 35th ASV annual meeting takes us for the first time to Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia,
JUNE 18-22, 2016, organized by our local host Xiang-Jin Meng. Our 36th annual meeting will
once again return us to the Monona Terrace Convention Center on JUNE 24-28, 2017 where
Kristen Bernard and the University of Wisconsin-Madison will host our meeting. The 37th annual
ASV meeting is scheduled for July 14-18, 2018 at the University of Maryland in College Park,
where Anne Simon will be our local host. All upcoming ASV meetings are listed on our website
at www.asv.org.
ASV membership
The ASV membership holds steady at approximately 3250 members, including 1565 Full
Members (48.1%), 356 Lifetime Members (10.9%), 87 Emeritus Members (2.6%), 698 Associate
Members (21.4%), and 537 Associate-Student Members (16.5%). 409 of our members are
delinquent on their 2014 dues. If you wish to remain a member, please pay your delinquent and
current dues promptly! The ASV Membership Committee is now chaired by Thomas (Tem)
Morrison, University of Colorado, Denver. Applications for new memberships must be submitted
through the ASV website.
ASV Virology Jobs Website
The ASV Virology Jobs Site (www.virology.net/jobs/) is the leading source of virology-related
job listings on the Internet with the largest collection of virology-related post-docs and faculty
jobs available anywhere. With logical categories of job listings, easy accessibility, and free
postings of jobs it is the job site of choice for the virology community. Visit the site today, and
let us know if you have any comments or questions.
ASV 2015 Election
The Society’s 2015 election will be conducted electronically on the ASV website and will
commence February 1, 2015 through April 1st. All current members of ASV (dues must be paid
for the 2015 renewal period) will receive an email message when voting opens, which will
include specific instructions to access the secure online voting site to cast your ballot. It is very
important that we have your current email address in our records, so please visit the ASV
online directory now to review your contact information and provide us with any updates
prior to February 1st.
The Brighton Collaboration seeks volunteer virologists: The Brighton Collaboration
(brightoncollaboration.org/public) is a global, non-profit, scientifically independent, research
network created for the purpose of providing reliable, high quality international information and
guidelines relevant to vaccine safety. One of many working groups within the Brighton
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Collaboration is the Viral Vector Vaccines Safety Working Group (V3SWG). The V3SWG aims
to standardize the collection, analysis and dissemination of safety data regarding viral vector
vaccines in both pre– and post-licensure settings. The working group comprises volunteers with
vaccine and virology expertise from regulatory, academic, and industrial settings internationally.
The group communicates and works through email and monthly one-hour conference calls. The
V3SWG is seeking additional volunteers to assist in its efforts. Interested parties should contact
Rich Condit (condit@mgm.ufl.edu).
Doing virology research has never been easy, and now it is harder than ever, with budgets
stagnating and a moratorium on certain types of research. Despite these difficulties, virology
remains a vibrant and important discipline, and our work is better than ever. I look forward to
seeing you at Western University, London, Ontario in July and hearing about your outstanding
research.
Sincerely,

Vincent Racaniello, PhD
President
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY
Higgins Professor of Microbiology & Immunology
Dept. of Microbiology & Immunology
Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons
701 W. 168th ST, HHSC 1310B
New York, NY 10032
Tel: 212-305-5707 Fax: 212-305-5106
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FUTURE VIROLOGY MEETINGS
ASV Annual Meetings:
Information regarding ASV annual meetings may be obtained by contacting Dorothea L. Sawicki, Ph.D., SecretaryTreasurer, American Society for Virology, Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology, University of
Toledo College of Medicine and Life Sciences, 3000 Arlington Avenue, Mail Stop 1021, Toledo, OH 43614-2598; Tel:
419-383-5173; Fax: 419-383-2881; E-mail: asv@asv.org; Website: www.asv.org
American Society for Virology 34th Annual Meeting, London, Ontario, Canada, July 11-15, 2015
American Society for Virology 35th Annual Meeting, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA, JUNE 18-22, 2016
American Society for Virology 36th Annual Meeting, Madison, WI, JUNE 24-28, 2017
American Society for Virology 37th Annual Meeting, College Park, MD, July 14-18, 2018

2015 National and International Meetings
2015 Year of the Phage, San Diego, CA January 9-10, 2015
Contact: Email: 2015phage@gmail.com; Twitter: @2015Phage; Website: http://phage2015.org/index.php
7th Immunotherapeutics & Immunomonitoring Conference, San Diego, CA January 29-30, 2015
Contact: GTC Conferences, 635 W. Foothill Blvd., Monrovia, CA; Tel: 626-256-6405; Email: infogtcbio@gtcbio.com;
Website: www.gtcbio.com/conferences/immunotherapeutics-immunomonitoring-overview
2015 ASM Biodefense and Emerging Diseases Research Meeting, Washington, DC February 9-11, 2015
Contact: ASM Events, 1752 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20008; Tel: 202-328-2000;
Email: biodefense@asmusa.org; Website: www.asmbiodefense.org/index.php/meeting/2015-biodefense-meeting
American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting, San Jose, CA February 12-16, 2015
Contact: AAAS Meetings Group, 1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005; Tel: 202-326-6450;
Fax: 202-289-4021; Email: meetings@aaas.org; Website: www.aaas.org/meetings
American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas, February 20-24, 2015
Contact: AAAAI Meetings Team, 555 East Wells Street, Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202-3823;
Tel: 414-272-6071; Email: annualmeeting@aaaai.org; Website: annualmeeting.aaaai.org/
17th International Congress on Infectious Diseases (ICID), Hyderabad, India March 2-5, 2015.
Contact: International Society for Infectious Diseases, 9 Babcock St., Unit 3, Brookline, MA 02446-5903;
Tel: 617-277-0551; Fax: 617-278-9113; Email: info@isid.org; Website: www.isid.org/icid
National Science Teachers Association 2015 National Conference, Chicago, IL March 12-15, 2015.
Contact: National Science Teachers Association, 1840 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201; Tel: 703-243-7100;
Email: conferences@nsta.org; Website: www.nsta.org/conferences/national.aspx
Society for General Microbiology, Annual Conference 2015, Birmingham, UK March 30-April 2, 2015
Contact: SGM, Charles Darwin House, 12 Roger Street, London, WC1N 2JU, JK
Tel: 44-(0)20 7685 2400; Email: conferences@sgm.ac.uk;
Website: www.sgm.ac.uk/en/events/conferences/index.cfm/annual-conference-2015
18th Annual Conference on Vaccine Research, Bethesda, MD April 13-15, 2015
Contact: NFID Annual Conference on Vaccine Research; Tel: 301-656-0003, x19; Email: vaccine@nfid.org;
Website: www.cvent.com/events/18th-annual-conference-on-vaccine-research/event-summary3c5831a03ce8408f8c236f79ad11332f.aspx
25th European Congress of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases, Copenhagen, Denmark April 25-28, 2015
Contact: ECCMID Scientific Secretariat, Aeschenvorstadt 57, PO Box 214, 4010 Basel, Switzerland;
Tel: 41-61-5080150; Email: eccmid@escmid.org; Website: www.escmid.org
31st Annual Clinical Virology Symposium, Daytona Beach, FL April 26-29, 2015
Contact: Tel: 1-800-310-7554; Email: clinicalvirology@asmusa.org; Website: www.clinicalvirologysymposium.org
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Immunology 2015 Annual Meeting American Assoc. of Immunologists (AAI), New Orleans, LA May 8-12, 2015
Contact: AAI, 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814; Tel: 301-634-7399; Fax: 301-634-7887;
Email: meetings@aai.org; Website: www.immunology2015.org
28th International Conference on Antiviral Research (ICAR), Rome, Italy May 11-15, 2015
Website: www.isar-icar.com
American Society for Microbiology General Meeting (115th), New Orleans, LA May 30-June 2, 2015
Contact: Meetings Dept., ASM, 1752 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036; Tel: 202-942-9356;
Fax: 202-942-9340; Email: generalmeeting@asmusa.org; Website: www.asm.org/asm2015
International Conference on Retroviruses and Novel Drugs (Retroviruses 2015), Chicago, IL June 8-9, 2015
Contact: Clinical Conferences; Tel: 650-268-9744; Email: retroviruses.conference@omicsgroup.com;
Website: www.omicsonline.org/contact.php
International Scientific Conference on Probiotics and Prebiotics, Budapest, Hungary June 23-25, 2015
Contact: Organizing Secretariat; Tel: 421-917-194367; Email: info@probiotic-conference.net;
Website: www.probiotic-conference.net
American Society for Virology 34th Annual Scientific Meeting, London, Ontario, Canada July 11-15, 2015
Contact: Dorothea L. Sawicki, Ph.D., Secretary-Treasurer, American Society for Virology;
Email: asv@asv.org; Website: www.asv2015.uwo.ca
4th Biotechnology World Congress, Boston, MA July 22-25, 2015
Contact: Eureka Conferences, Inc., One Boston Place, Boston, MA 02108. 857-239-8855Email: info@globalbiotechcongress.com; Website: www.globalbiotechcongress.com/home.php
40th Annual International Herpesvirus Workshop, Boise, ID July 24-29, 2015
Website: www.herpesvirusworkshop.com/2015
Global Summit on Virology, Dubai, UAE August 27-29, 2015
Contact: Email virology2015@scientificfuture.com; Website: scientificfuture.com/virology-2015/index.html

2016 National and International Meetings
American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting, San Jose, CA February 11-15, 2016
Contact: AAAS Meetings Group, 1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005; Tel: 202-326-6450;
Fax: 202-289-4021; Email: meetings@aaas.org; Website: www.aaas.org/meetings
American Society for Virology 35th Annual Scientific Meeting, Blacksburg, VA JUNE 18-22, 2016
Contact: Dorothea L. Sawicki, Ph.D., Secretary-Treasurer, American Society for Virology;
Email: asv@asv.org; Website: www.asv.org
41st Annual International Herpesvirus Workshop, Madison, WI, July 23-27, 2016
Website: www.herpesvirusworkshop.com/2016

Other Listings of Scientific Meetings, Conferences, Workshops, and Courses
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Meetings and Courses: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Meetings & Courses
Office; Tel: 516-367-8346; Email: meetings@cshl.edu; Website: meetings.cshl.edu
Gordon Research Conferences: Gordon Research Conferences; Tel: 401-783-4011;
Email: grc@grcmail.grc.uri.edu; Website: www.grc.org
Keystone Symposia: Keystone Symposia; Tel: 800-253-0685 or 970-262-1230;
Email: info@keystonesymposia.org; Website: www.keystonesymposia.org
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