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Waiting for Winter

Antelope Valley Bank today

The Bank Comes to Wrightwood
by Tom Pinard
From the early 1960's as a few of us “young Turks”
moved to Wrightwood to open businesses and grow
our Village in positive ways, there were four “goals”
that we harbored in the back of our heads… brought
up from time to time, worked on when the time was
right. As we built our businesses, fitting in with the
small business community that served a weekend
population of approximately 2000 and 751 local souls
(according to Al Myers’ sign), we recognized the need
for certain services to contribute to our community.
I should digress and mention that Wrightwood was
self-sufficient in the early ‘60’s, with two small
groceries, three gas stations, six real estate offices, a
variety store with some women’s wear, two cafes, a
lumber yard with hardware store, a propane company,
trash disposal company, a few small shops, the Blue
Ridge Inn and later the Yodeler, Heinz Steinmann’s
new TV cable system and the community’s
newspaper, the Mountaineer.
My old friend Grant Cornelius and I would mull over
those needed services over coffee or a beer. In no
particular order they were a doctor, a bank, a library
and a “super” market (do you remember when that
was a descriptive term?). In addition to those business
services we “dreamed” of a better community
building (we were operating out of the old
Wrightwood Lodge that the Lions purchased in the
(continued on Page 5)

by Barbara Van Houten
As winter approaches the Tri-Community area, ski
enthusiasts anxiously await the first snow of the season
- or falling temperatures that will allow snowmaking whichever comes first. In the early years of skiing, the
three local ski areas, Holiday Hill, Blue Ridge and
Table Mountain, had to wait for real snow to fall. In
1962, Heinz Steinmann, owner of Holiday Hill (now
Mt. High East) made the decision to give snowmaking
a try, after suffering through three practically dry
winters (1958-1961) which produced a total of only 2
weeks of skiing days. It had become apparent that the
survival of the ski area would depend on having at least
enough snow to operate the lower slope, serviced by the
platter pull and the rope tow.

Holiday Hill after a fresh snowstorm c. 1950's
Snowmaking offered many challenges. It was very
difficult to make snow when you didn't have the right
temperatures, which had to be 28 to 30 degrees. If the
temperature hit 32 degrees you were done for the night.
Snowmaking also required a lot of water. After a few
years of using Forest Service water, Heinz was told he
was using too much - he'd have to get his own. In 1964,
Heinz hired a “water finder” named Smitty from Corona
who walked the area with his special equipment and
found an underground river. Heinz was able to sink his
own well and tap into an abundant source of water,
(concluded on Page 7)
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President’s Letter
by John Lenau
Surprise - Our previous Editor,
Fred Van Houten, has returned
to oversee our newsletter. I/We
want to thank our WHS
Secretary Margaret Ashworth
for doing our summer
newsletter. She did a great job!
Now that we have our web site
(wwhistory.org), our newsletters
will also be available on the site
along with our upcoming
Lecture Series programs for our monthly meetings.
My wife Allene and I, along with Carol Goss, attended
the CCHS Symposium in Grass Valley and Nevada City,
Ca. on October 17-20. Member Joyce Harrison, who just
moved to Oregon, also came down for the Conference.
Along with the Board meetings we also toured historic
sights. On Friday morning we saw the Firehouse Museum
No.1. In the afternoon we toured the North Star Mine and
Powerhouse Museum. On Saturday we toured the South
Yuba River State Park Association. In the afternoon we
visited the Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum. These
Conferences are a great deal of fun and enjoyment. The
food is good and the weather was perfect. We hope you
can attend the next one with us. It will be held in the city
of Napa in February of 2014 (bring on the wine). Check
out the registration after the first of the year on the CCHS
web site (www.californiahistorian.com). I will be the
President of this organization starting in June of 2014 but
will continue my duties for the WHS.
“Halloween at the Museum" (a good movie title) was
very successful this year. I want to thank all the volunteers
that helped out: Allene, Florence, Kathy, Karin, Teresa,
Clark, Stu, Fran, Robert and Kimberly [George and
Margaret helped clean up the outside yard]. We handed
out over 300 treats. For being over on the side street of the
village, that was a pretty good turnout. Looking forward to
next year.
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION - Friday December 6th at
1:00. We are planning our WHS membership appreciation
activity to be held at Big Pines Recreation Hall (across
from Mountain High West). Food will be provided (chili
and or spaghetti) plus salad and drinks. We will have a
drawing for the table center pieces plus more. Slim
Callahan (The Movie Studio Hat Man) will present a
program in which he will demonstrate the different types
of hats that were worn in the movies and how they are
constructed. This event is for members only but
memberships are available at the door. Come hungry and
dress warmly.
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This past year has been a really exciting year for the
museum. We have added our new computer for viewing our
Lecture Series Programs, mud floods (1941, 1960s and
1970s), TV and movies that were shot in WW plus more.
Please avail yourself of these programs on any Saturday
from 10:00 to 4:00.
Our new web site is up and running and we have had
correspondence from around the USA. Most all of our
young people nowadays want to be able to use electronic
media to access information about history and we are ready
for them.
A few weeks ago I received a phone call from a man who
was doing research about the Wrightwood region. He asked
if he could see any maps that we had of the area from the
1920's. We met at the museum and went upstairs where we
keep our maps. He found what he was looking for but in the
process I realized what disarray our maps were in. I/we
need someone to identify our maps and label them. We
need to store them in acid proof containers and file them in
order. As if by magic, a few days later a lady came into the
museum along with our docent Diane Jennings. She needed
to do some public service work so I put her to work on the
maps. She spent 3 hours and finished all but four out of
about 20 that we have. Soon we can look them up by
number and content in the file before plowing through all
of them.
I am looking forward to 2014 to be another exciting year
for the society and the museum. If you would like to be a
part of this excitement (docenting on Saturday, being on the
Board, helping clean and maintain the displays and more)
please contact me.
During our flood in the museum last year most all of our
1960-1990 Mountaineer Progress Newspapers were put into
disarray. We need someone(s) to take them out of the
plastic boxes and compile them in order by date. A few
years ago one of our members (Joyce Floyd and others)
separated them and made a list of missing editions. We
need to do that again so that visitors to the museum can
look up information with ease.
On October 10th we had our first snow of the season. This
may be a cold winter so we have stocked up on long sleeve
(WRIGHTWOOD ROCKS) t-shirts. Also we recently had
a donation from our member Kathleen Flanagan of some
beautiful wood walking sticks (see these items on our web
site). Stop by the museum and pick up these items for
Christmas gifts or for yourself.
If you would like to have your WHS Newsletter sent to
you via email (in color), please send your email address to
fredvh@verizon.net if you have not already done so. Doing
so will save us some cost and we can use these funds to
improve the museum.
See you at the museum,

John
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The Marquees of G.S. Corpe
by Pat Corpe Krig
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Many times he posted his ham radio call sign, W6LM,
on one of the signs. He had become a self-taught ham
radio operator in high school and was very proud of it.
Living in Wrightwood, this hobby was very useful. A
devastating flood in 1938 destroyed the roads and tore
down electric and telephone wires. Dad cranked up his
small generator and contacted the outside world by
radio.

Top of Park Drive, 1965
They appeared around 1950: two large metal signs,
accompanied with boxes of red metal letters of
varying size. They could be made up to say most
anything! Dad had one installed at the Top of Park
Drive, the other by our Real Estate office at Elm and
Highway 2.
Dad could be quite outspoken on many subjects.
Sometimes he used a sign to carry on his side of an
argument; or he might have a very good listing of a
cabin or lot for sale. Hours were spent making up the
wording for the signs. It was quite a project to sort
and gather the letters and install them on the boards.
Some of the more memorable examples of his posts
were:
CONSERVE WATER
Shower with a friend
THINK SNOW
not rain
OH THE PAIN
Snow prayers appreciated

G.S. Corpe & marquee, Hwy 2 and Elm, 1960
Those signs were a wonderful challenge. Harry and I
continued utilizing them. We removed the one uptown;
it was blocking the Camp Store display. Eventually we
took down the last one at our office as we were having
difficulty installing the letters. We gave the sign and all
the letters to Bob Hedden and the Lion's Club. The sign
was put up immediately at the corner of Highway 2 and
Park Drive and was used to announce community
events. Around 2011, CalTrans removed the old sign
and replaced it with a newer, more modern marquee that
is maintained by the Lion's Club. John Bauer is
currently in charge of keeping the sign updated with
coming events.

EDITOR SAID
SEWERS NOT EMINENT
We agreed and said
Also hope not imminent
FOR RENT 3BR 2 BA
ASK $100 MO,
BUT WILL HAGGLE
SEE CORPE

The new marquee on Hwy 2 and Park, 2013
G.S. Corpe's marquees served the community well for
60 years.
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Recent Programs
All of our monthly programs have been recorded on
DVD (video) and CD (audio) by Stuart Baker. Stop
by the Museum any Saturday and check out a copy.
An index by Speaker, Subject & Date is available.
September 6 - Gayle Dowling, local artist, spoke
about her grandmother’s musical legacy as a member
of an all-girl band in 1940's Hollywood, as
memorialized in the film “The Girls in the Band”.
She also spoke of her family’s musical history,
including that of her mother and herself.
Additionally, she played and sang a song from the
“Big Band” era as well as several of her own songs
composed in or about life in Wrightwood.
October 4 - Gary Bancroft from Crestline spoke about
E CLAMPUS VITUS, an organization that puts up
plaques commemorating historic sites throughout
California and Arizona.
November 1 - Hazel Stearns, Wrightwood weekender
and author of the novel “Shaping Kate - Coming of
Age in the 1950's”, spoke about growing up and her
and her friends’ adventures in early Hesperia before
most houses and paved roads got there.

Upcoming Programs
Holiday Party December 6!
Our December 6 meeting and Holiday Party will be at
the Big Pines Recreation Hall at 1 pm.. A light
luncheon will be served. Slim Callahan, “The Movie
Studio Hat Man”, will present a program in which he
will demonstrate the different types of hats that were
worn in the movies and how they are constructed. All
members are invited. Non-members may join at the
door. The invitations sent to members a few weeks
ago asked for RSVP’s by November 25. If you did
not RSVP, please call Margaret Ashworth at 2493124 the day this newsletter comes out or the next
day and we think she’ll see what she can do for you.
On the Fridays of January 3, February 7 and March 7
at 1 pm, additional interesting programs are planned.
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New Volunteers Volunteer
Fran Baker reports that our latest Museum Volunteers
who graciously host the Museum on Saturdays are:
Kathleen Flanagan - has lived in Oregon, San
Francisco, New York City and Marin; and was
transplanted from Oceanside some three years ago.
Accompanied most places by her two dogs, her family
includes two children and 3.5 grandchildren. Kathleen's
favorite pastimes are hiking our beautiful mountains,
reading and volunteering for community events.
Sandy Young - Sandy moved to Wrightwood in 1976
and has been active as a realtor (Sandy Young Real
Estate at Hwy 138 and Phelan Road) since 1978. She
has also been director of the Wrightwood United
Methodist Church Choir since 1976. She is Secretary of
the Pinon Hills Chamber of Commerce. Sandy says she
has really enjoyed her experience docenting so far.
Thanks to all of you! To volunteer, please call Fran at
249-4422.

Looking Outward
The Mohahve (Victorville) Historical Society meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month (the third Thursday
this November and December) at the Victor Valley
Museum, 11873 Apple Valley Road, Apple Valley, at
7:30 pm. Field trips are usually planned for the
weekend following each meeting. More info at
www.mohahve.org.
The City of San Bernardino Historical and Pioneer
Society programs are usually held on the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00 P.M. inside the Christian R.
Harris Memorial Hall which is located next to the
Heritage House at the corner of 8th and D Streets in San
Bernardino. More info at www.sbhistoricalsociety.com.

Hello and Goodbye
In Memoriam
Welcome, New Member!
Maybe Moved

Alvin McLean, passed
away March 15
Suzanne Bauman,
joined October 19
Marilyn Caudron

We now have 144 individual or family memberships,
of which 106 are Life Memberships.
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A Taste of History

The Bank Comes to Wrightwood

- by Stuart Baker

(continued from page 1)
1950’s from Judge Nix), and keeping our kids home
through at least 8th grade…. It was way too early to be
thinking that we could bring a high school to the area.
Our population was growing by the late 1960’s and
Grant made contact, through his sister, with a bank in
the Yucaipa area. He convinced them to come to
Wrightwood and take a stab at bringing a branch to our
village. After a valiant effort, it just didn’t work out.
So as many of us worked separately; there was Mel
Walder, Billy Boyle and Ray Rezek who did yeoman
duty making the old Holiday Foods on Park Drive
work for many years before they were ready to build
what is now Jensen’s Market on Hwy 2 ( by the way,
are you shopping at Jensen’s????? Do you realize the
value that market has to your home property values…..
It is so important to support our local “super” market).
As time went on, small groups worked on bringing the
first medical doctor to Wrightwood on a full time basis
(Dr. Herzen performed medical duties on weekends for
years), even obtaining office space on Evergreen Rd.
And with the arrival of a M.D. in Wrightwood, a young
man from Glendale arrived in the Village to open a full
time pharmacy. Jerry Walde made that commitment in
1977, “wintering over” those first few months until his
family could move up after the end of the school year.
But focusing on the bank….. we tried, we tried,
working to interest a bank to establish a branch here,
but nothing materialized.
Then in August of 1973, a phone call out of the blue
occurred. As that week’s Mountaineer was out on the
stands again Wednesday morning, and the weekly job
of wrapping up loose ends and preparing for covering
the Tri-Community for yet another week, the phone
rang and my wife Shirley indicated it was United
California Bank (UCB) and “I’m not sure what they
want.”
I took the call and the voice at the other end informed
me that they were calling from the research department
and would I be able to provide them with a full year’s
back issues of the Mountaineer. To say that my heart
didn’t leap into my throat would be understatement as
I knew as she spoke what was afoot.
Our economic activity, our business climate, our
community had been humming the past year and for a
fact I knew that we had not had one foreclosure in
Wrightwood in the past year (an easy way to determine
(continued on page 6)

Wrightwood Museum is currently offering free samples
of local Pinyon Pine Nuts.
The Pinyon Pine (pinus monophylla) produces cones
every three years. 2013 was an exceptional harvest. Our
supply was harvested in the prominent Pinyon grove
that rises above town on Table Mountain, behind the
Post Office and Mountain Hardware. A second location
along Sheep Creek Wash near Desert Front Road was
also utilized. This delicious treat offers our visitors “a
taste of history.” Ground into flour and made into a
cereal, the Pinyon Pine Nut was a food staple of the
Native Serrano Indian population. Later it was
considered a delicacy by the Spaniards and the
Mormons. Wrightwood Museum is pleased to share
this part of our local heritage with the public. The nuts
can be sampled at the front desk of the Museum.

Museum Computer Proves Popular
Multiple docents have commented on the popularity of
the museum’s new computer. The entire video and
audio archives of WHS are available to the public; and
now our still picture collection is being digitized for
computer availability by Stuart Baker. The computer is
accessible 10am to 4pm on Saturdays. Members and
visitors are encouraged to explore the museum’s wealth
of digitized information.
Especially popular has been our collection of
Wrightwood Mudslide footage. One docent reported a
Troop of Boy Scouts mesmerized by a Mudslide
Documentary.
Several visitors have requested DVD copies of WHS
Lectures, which are offered at a suggested donation of
$5.00 per copy. Contact Board Member Stuart Baker
(haiko86@verizon.net) or the WHS website
(wwhistory.org).
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The Bank Comes to Wrightwood
(continued from page 5)
the economic well-being of a community). I assured
them we could get a year’s Mountaineers down to Los
Angeles, took their information and hung up the phone.
I leaped up, gave the information to Shirley and
explained what we were about to do; showcase our
community. Then I headed to Grant’s office (where Pam
Mortimer holds forth today). With a big smile on my
face I confronted Grant and announced, “Guess what’s
coming to Wrightwood?”
There was no question that UCB was coming and it
was just a matter of weeks when the phone rang and
their corporate folks arranged to pay a formal visit to
Wrightwood, silk suits and all. By this time, Grant and
I had gathered key business folks in the community for
the anticipated meeting. We had our “ducks in a row”
and provided solid information on Wrightwood that just
facts and figures on paper didn’t provide.
As that meeting in the Community Building
progressed one thing we wanted to stress was first met
with resistance. We were adamant that the branch had
to be open on Saturday for our “Weekender”
population, still a vital part of economic wellbeing in
the 1970’s. While our population had grown, it was still
about half weekender, half full time (now probably 2/3
full time, 1/3 weekend). By the way, this would also
help our commuting population, it in itself a growing
part of our full time population.
They would get back to us on this unheard of
proposition (no full service bank in California at the
time was open on Saturdays). The answer was a
compromise that existed for many years… they would
open on Saturday for three hours, but close on
Wednesday in the afternoon (3 hours).
We were off and running. Wrightwood Company’s
office (where Wrightwood Sales and Development had
operated at the corner of Park Drive and Hwy 2) would
be re-hab’d into a full service bank, and while that was
occurring, a temporary office would be moved in and
staff hired to welcome new accounts. In place of a
groundbreaking ceremony, the Chamber and UCB
management had a tree planting to mark the beginning
of the banking experience in Wrightwood on November
9, 1973. A special paperweight was presented to the
assembled Chamber and UCB officials.
Luis Escobar was the first manager and Paula Moon,
Jan Myers, and Rosemary Rodriquez made up the first
staff. While bank officials would never divulge bank
business, unofficially we heard that the Weekenders of
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Wrightwood were a key element in the early support of
the bank, proudly opening accounts in “their”
community branch.

Wrightwood Mountaineer - 11/15/1973
By 1981, First Interstate Bank had purchased United
California Bank and plans were made for the
Wrightwood Branch to have a full makeover with a
completely new and fully-planned-out bank building.
The existing building, built in 1961 by the Wrightwood
Company, was lifted off its foundation and moved
down Hwy 2 to takes its place as first, a coffee shop
(Papa’s Pantry) and then to be Mountain Hardware.
Fred Thorngate was the contractor on the new branch
that positively anchored Park Drive and the Village
Center. Later, when Grant Cornelius passed away, a
grateful community raised a flag pole in his honor at
the southeast edge of the bank property.
As the Phelan community continued its growth in the
1980s, yours truly nagged and nagged High Desert
National Bank, an independent bank that was
successfully growing in Hesperia, to consider a move
to serve Phelan, Pinon Hills and Wrightwood. Their
Board finally gave the green light and now Union Bank
serves the Tri-Communities from its Phelan office.
With bank mergers occurring in the mid 1990’s, First
Interstate gave way to Wells Fargo, but Wells Fargo
(concluded on page 7)
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Waiting for Winter
(continued from page 1)
which he feels is his biggest contribution to
snowmaking in the area.
Maintaining man-made snow on the lower slope kept
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built to resemble the house of the Heidi story. Live
goats were on hand to greet the visitors. In later years,
a restaurant was constructed that provided fine food
for skiers and tourists alike.

Heinz Steinmann selling sightseeing - 1958

Holiday Hill’s Olympic Bowl in the ‘50s
things going for several years during dry spells,
providing an area for the race team to practice, the
rental shop to stay open and the ski school to operate.
It was not unusual to have as many as 650 skiers in
one day using the lower slope. In the early '60's a lift
ticket cost $3! During the off-season, grass would be
planted to help hold down the soil and to provide a
base for the snow when the time came. Only 3 to 4
inches of snow was needed on top of the grass in
order to provide adequate skiing conditions. Other
pre-season preparations included spreading straw over
the entire lower slope. Heinz was told by one skier
that, after reaching the bottom of the run on manmade snow, he'd rather stop on straw than dirt!
By 1967 snowmaking had been expanded to the top
of the hill, opening up more runs for skiers to enjoy
while waiting for the real snow to fall. However, the
same pitfalls of man-made snow still existed. Rising
temperatures, a warm breeze, rain, all were challenges
to staying open.
Before Heinz started making snow, he was able to
keep Holiday Hill going with the business of
sightseeing. In the summer months he would don the
traditional European lederhosen attire and convince
visitors that they should ride the old wooden chairlift
to the top and enjoy the spectacular view, which
might include Mt. Whitney or Catalina Island on a
very clear day. Upon reaching the top of the mountain,
tourists would find the Heidi House, a rustic log cabin

In 1979 Heinz sold Holiday Hill, after almost 30
years in the business. He no longer has to watch the
nighttime temperatures or worry about an incoming
rainstorm. Heinz will always be remembered as one of
the early pioneers of snowmaking in Southern
California. Now he can sit back and wait for the real
snow to come, and enjoy it from his living room
window!

The Bank Comes to Wrightwood
(continued from page 6)
announced plans to place ATM machines in the lobby
and basically do away with full service banking in
Wrightwood. The local business community united to
find a solution to this and solicited the growing Desert
Community Bank of Victorville to establish a branch
in Wrightwood. As it turned out, Wells Fargo begged
off the ATM folly and sold the Wrightwood Branch to
Antelope Valley Bank, who recognized the value of
having a branch in Wrightwood.
In a twist of fate that would have many locals telling
friends from around the country, “I live in a village of
4000 or so folks and we have two full service banks,”
Wrightwood ended up with two full service banks
with wonderful staffs that have attended to the needs
of the Village these past twenty years.
All that will change in January as the decision has
been made at “corporate” to phase out the Antelope
Valley branch in Wrightwood. A 40 year era will
come to a close for one…. But Desert Community
Bank remains in Wrightwood, with a sister branch in
Phelan, down the street from Union Bank. The TriCommunity Area is well served.
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WHS Board of Directors
John Lenau, President
Jonathan Hermann, Vice President
Margaret Ashworth, Secretary
Livia Peterson, Treasurer
Carol Goss, Corresponding Secretary
Frances Baker, Member at Large
Stuart Baker, Member at Large
Teresa Fletcher, Member at Large
Please send all questions and concerns to John Lenau
at jalkd1@yahoo.com , 760-249-4650,
or Box 486, Wrightwood CA 92397-0486.
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WHS Committees
Maintenance - John Lenau
Membership - Fred Van Houten
Museum Volunteers - Frances Baker
Newsletter - Fred Van Houten
comments or corrections to fredvh@verizon.net

Old Timers - Frances Baker
Refreshments - Marja Anderson
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