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WHS is affiliated with the Conference of California Historical Societies
By 1929, Big Pines Park was an outstanding year-round
mountain resort. Since Los Angeles had already been
awarded the 1932 Summer Games, it seemed logical
that the Winter Games should be held at Big Pines Park.
The Los Angeles Junior Chamber of Commerce
submitted a bid to host the 1932 event, and the Olympic
selection committee made plans to attend the 1929
Winter Sports Carnival at Big Pines.

Toboggan Race - 1929 Big Pines Winter Carnival

The Big Pines Winter Olympics
That Didn’t Happen
As memories of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi
fade away, history reminds us that Big Pines Park,
four miles west of Wrightwood, was once a contender
for the 1932 Winter Olympics. After the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors and the Department of
Parks and Recreation opened the Park in September
1924, work began immediately on preparing the Park
for the winter season. Slopes and runs for tobogganing
and sledding were cleared, ice skating was available
at Jackson Lake and, in later years, a world-class ski
jump structure was built that attracted jumpers from
many other countries.

Ski Jumping at the 1929 Big Pines Winter Carnival

Big Pines 1929 Winter Season Grand Opening
(LA Co. Supv Chmn R.F. McClellan in light coat)
The 1,150 foot-long master ski jump was completed,
and the ice hockey game played that weekend was the
first ever played in the out-of-doors in Southern
California. More than 19,000 people attended the
event, which was held for three days. In spite of the
highly successful winter carnival, the Olympic selection
committee did not choose Big Pines, but selected Lake
Placid, New York, an established winter playground,
instead. A protest was filed, but to no avail. Other
contenders that year were Lake Tahoe and Yosemite.
California probably lost the bid because the Committee
was concerned that “sunny California” could not
provide enough snow to successfully host the games and
that the state’s Olympic organizers did not have enough
experience in holding winter sports competitions. Other
factors may have been the lack of sufficient lodging and
restaurant facilities for such a major event. One can only
imagine what Wrightwood and Big Pines would look
like today had the 1932 Winter Olympics actually been
held here! Perhaps it was a fortunate decision.
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President’s Letter
by John Lenau
The Wrightwood Historical
Society has a Mission and
that is to ”Collect, Preserve,
Display and Interpret the
History of Wrightwood and
the surrounding areas that
have direct impact on
Wrightwood”. I would like to
encourage all of us to find
ways to help us do this, to
perhaps volunteer time to help Fran Baker (Docent
Coordinator) and others to work on displays, bring
refreshments to the meetings, and organize our 30
years of Mountaineer Progress Newspapers and more.
Please contact me if you are able to help.
My wife (Allene) and I just got back from Napa, CA.
for the Spring Conference of California Historical
Societies. Also along with us were members Kathleen
Flanagan, Carol Goss, (another) Marge Kearns, and
Joyce Harrison (recently moved to Oregon). We had
a wonderful time touring the area and visiting a
winery, rail road museum and maritime museum. We
had great food and lots of fun. We hope that you can
attend our next symposium June 19-21 in Los
Angeles. See the registration online in May
(WWW.CALIFORNIAHISTORIAN.COM) or contact
me.
We have a very ambitious schedule for the WHS this
year. We have newly designed t-shirts with an earth
quake design (RIGHT ON IT) that will be available
soon.
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these away to our speakers over the years at our
meetings and they have all appreciated them. They are
also for sale at the museum.
We also voted to purchase a Karaoke Machine with a
wireless microphone (no we are not going to have a
sing-a-long). This machine will amplify the voices of
our speakers at the meetings and make it easier for us
to hear in the back of the room. It is also battery
powered and we can take it with us when and if we go
on excursions.
We are not going to purchase all of these items at once
but spread them out over the year as funds are
available. Of course if you feel that you would like to
help us purchase one of these items we will gladly
accept your donation. One of our members at the
February meeting suggested that we make the WHS a
little more transparent by having an accounting of our
bank accounts available to our members. I will
recommend to our Board that we have copies of our
Treasurers Report made available at least 3 times a
year at our meetings for your review.
If you missed the February meeting you missed a
special event. We met at the Wrightwood Elementary
School and had “HISTORY IN A SUITCASE”. Seven
fifth graders brought in (a suitcase or box full of)
artifacts and pictures of their family members. They
presented their individual program on stage one at a
time and did a bang up job. Everyone in attendance
was in awe. We are thinking of making this an annual
event. Don’t miss the next episode.
Last but not least our Treasurer Livia Peterson has
moved on to other activities in her life. I/we want thank
her for her years of service to the WHS. Marja
Anderson will take her place. Also one of our Board
Members Teresa Fletcher has resigned. I/we want to
thank her for her service. Lee Parde will take her place
on the Board. Both of these officers were voted in at
our March meeting.

$20 short-sleeved, $23 long-sleeved
We continue to have a good selection of our
WRIGHTWOOD ROCKS t-shirts available. We will
be selling these shirts at the Fire Awareness Day in
May and every Saturday at the museum. Drop by and
“bye” some to support the WHS. Our Board voted to
purchase additional WHS lapel pins. We have given

If you would like to have your WHS Newsletter sent to
you via email (in color), please send us your email
address if you have not already done so. Doing so will
save us some cost and we can use these funds to
improve the museum. fredvh@verizon.net.
See you at the museum, John
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Recent Programs

Upcoming Programs

All of our monthly programs have been recorded on
DVD (video) and CD (audio) by Stuart Baker. Stop
by the Museum any Saturday and check out a copy.
An index by Speaker, Subject & Date is available.
December 6 - At our meeting and Holiday Party, Slim
Callahan, “The Movie Studio Hat Man”, presented
a program in which he demonstrated the different
types of hats that were worn in the movies and how
they were constructed. Many stars’ hats were
featured. He also told how many hats were made
from processed beaver pelts and how the demand for
hats in England drove up the fur market in this
country for many years.
January 3 - Beverly Dudley from the Mohahve
Historical Society gave a presentation about
“Victorville History - 64 Years!”.
February 7 - History in a Suitcase was presented by
selected Wrightwood School fifth graders in their
auditorium, in which 7 students told stories and
displayed artifacts relating to their families and their
most interesting ancestors, which had been passed
down many generations in this and other countries.

At our Friday, April 4 meeting at 1:00 p.m., the speaker
and presenter will be aviation archeologist G. Pat
Macha, author of 3 books on the subject regarding the
western states and San Bernardino County, producer of
a video on wreck finding and host of the History
Channel progam “Broken Wings”. A California native,
he taught history and geography for 35 years at
Hawthorne High School near LAX. He has explored
the mountains and deserts of the western states for many
years in search of aircraft wrecks. Mr. Macha has
degrees in history and has researched this subject for 50
years. He is a popular speaker in this area, bringing
many human-interest stories, and has an interesting
website at http://www.aircraftwrecks.com. He also
founded Project Remembrance Team, which helps nextof-kin to visit crash sites, place memorials and obtain
accident reports and other information, all at no cost to
the families. (Some text here taken from The Mohahve
Muse, Vol. 17, Issue 3)
On the Fridays of May 2, June 6 and either July 11 or
Thursday, July 3, at 1 pm, additional interesting
programs are planned.

Looking Outward
The Mohahve (Victor Valley) Historical Society meets
on the fourth Thursday of each month (the third
Thursday some Novembers and Decembers) at the
Victor Valley Museum, 11873 Apple Valley Road,
Apple Valley, at 7:30 pm. Field trips are usually
planned for the weekend following each meeting. More
info at www.mohahve.org.:

Standing: Historians Emma Dardenne-Ankringa,
Amber Peacock, Mara Duman, Kaylee Hartnell.
Seated: Historians Helena Ojeda, John Drew,
Lizetta Dardenne-Ankringa

April 26 - Our WHS member Mark Landis on “The
Arrowhead Water Line”.
May 22 - Eloise Gibson & Marcella Taylor on “Bell
Mountain Families and the Murrays’ Overall-Wearing
Dude Ranch”
June 26 - Alan Barlow on “The Lost Ore of Eagle
Mountain” and the early history of Kaiser Steel Corp.

March 7 - Joan Hedges McCall, author of Redlands
Remembered, spoke and powerpointed about how
“the Jewel of the Inland Empire” was begun by native
Americans digging a water channel to it from the
Santa Ana River, with encouragement from Spanish
missionaries; how it became a tourist destination for
the very rich, and how some of its institutions, such as
the Smiley Library and Redlands Bowl, came to be.

The City of San Bernardino Historical and Pioneer
Society programs are usually held on the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00 P.M. inside the Christian R.
Harris Memorial Hall, which is located next to the
Heritage House at the corner of 8th and D Streets in San
Bernardino. More info at www.sbhistoricalsociety.com.
(Continued on page 4 - “Looking Outward”
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Looking Outward (continued)

Hello and Goodbye

The 6th Annual San Bernardino Railroad Days will
be held the weekend of April 12 and 13, 10 am to 3
pm, at the historic San Bernardino Depot’s History &
Railroad Museum, located at 1170 W. 3rd Street and
sponsored by the Burlington, Northern and Santa Fe
(BNSF) Railway. This event, open to the public free
of charge, will celebrate how the rail industry has
been an economic “Backbone of San Bernardino
County” for well over a century. Many rail exhibits
and attractions, as well as food and music, will be
spread throughout the Museum, founded in July 2008
and run by the San Bernardino Historical & Pioneer
Society. The Depot was built in 1918. Also, for from
$40 to $130, an excursion to or from L.A. in historic
railroad cars, pulled by Steam Engine 3751, built in
1927, will be available by prior ticketing. More info
at www.sbdepotmuseum.com, or call (909) 888-3634.

In Memory
The community was saddened by the recent passing of
long time resident and businessman Dick Troeger. As
the owner of Mountain Hardware, Dick was a vital part
of the Wrightwood business district. Over the years
many businesses have come and gone, but Mountain
Hardware has been here since the ‘60's and is one of the
oldest surviving business establishments in
Wrightwood. Dick will surely be missed by all who
knew him. The hardware store is in the capable hands of
son Mike and will continue to be an integral part of the
community.

Wayne Henopp Original
To Be Raffled Off

Welcome, New Members
Mike and Shawn Troeger
December 2 Life
Jean Kerry
December 6 Indiv
Mary Ann Skweres
& Robert Bayless
December 6 Family
Loretta Hofland
December 17 Family
Roger Hicks
January 18
Indiv
Nydia DeJesus
February 8
Indiv
Thomas&Brandie
Salinas (Allen)
February 8
Family
Joan Koerper
February 17 Indiv
B.J. Mallory
March 8
Indiv
Marianne Black
March 10
Indiv
We now have 148 individual or family active
memberships, of which 106 are Life Memberships.
Happy Birthday!
March was a special month for two Wrightwood
Historical Society Life Members:

Wayne Henopp, local woodcrafter, arborist and
chimneysweep, who creates log furniture at Apple and
Cedar; and Brian Houghton, owner of Wrightwood
Vintage Antiques and Oddities, have donated the
pictured log bench to the Society for a fundraising
raffle at the Shop at Home Night in November. The
bench has been described as a work of art, is made
from Wrightwood trees and seats 3 to 4 people
(depending!). Tickets will be available from any
officer beginning Friday, April 4, the date of our April
meeting, for $2 each or 6 for $10. Don’t miss this
unique opportunity! We appreciate Wayne’s and
Brian’s support of our local organization and suggest
that a little reciprocity might be in order.

Harry Krig, long time Wrightwood resident and retired
Air Force Colonel, turned 94. Harry and his wife, Pat
Corpe Krig, have made Wrightwood their home for
many years, probably longer than anyone still living
here. Pat moved here in 1937 as a young child. Harry
discovered Wrightwood (and Pat!) while stationed at
George Air Force Base.
Marcia Myers, former co-owner of Blue Ridge Ski
Area, now Mt. High West, turned 93. Marcia arrived in
Wrightwood in the early ‘50's. She has been active in
the Real Estate business for over 40 years, recently
retiring after a long career.
Best wishes to both of these folks for many more Happy
Birthdays!

The W right Times

Wrightwood Historical Society Newsletter

The Achievers
by Pat Krig
The residents of Wrightwood (primarily the wives and
mothers) in the 1920's, '30's, and '40's had a tougher life,
but interesting. I'd like to salute them all, but will talk
about a few who stood out:
Charlotte “Mama” Sears: They came to town from
Canada, and Warren was the realtor for the bank that
foreclosed Sumner Wright. Mama Sears was a nurse;
the village made use of her medical expertise, and were
lucky to do so! Many axe cuts, broken bones and
scrapes were tended to by Mom Sears.
Donna Schuyler: The Schuylers owned the Silver Black
Fox Farm, from the earliest days of Wrightwood. They
had four boys; the three surviving still visit the museum
and donated a magnificent fox stole, the Society's pride.
to display. Ernie Schuyler married Donna, a school
teacher in Littlerock. Meat for the foxes was expensive,
so Ernie and Donna would take the Model T pickup
down to the desert. Ernie would drive and Donna sat on
the front fender holding a shotgun at the ready. When
they flushed a jack rabbit, Donna would shoot it,
making tasty fox food. Donna Schuyler was the town's
first teacher. She was paid 25 cents per student per day,
taught three local children.
Dorothy MacDonald: Mac and Dorothy lived at
McClellan Flats, above Big Pines. Mac was a ranger;
he had been a cowboy on the Wrights’ ranch. They kept
a saddle horse up there and their daughter Lynn and I
were great friends. I slept over frequently at the Flats.
Lynn and I would walk outside in the evening and feed
the deer potato chips. (They were at the house to eat
Dot's flowers). Dorothy's claim to fame was breakfast!
She cooked oatmeal overnight, and we had it with
homemade toast spread with peanut butter—great! Mac
was tranferred to Crystal Lake, and I lost my dear
friend. Mac bought a lot from Mr. Wright and built a
small cabin. That cabin is still up on Irene Street and is
being remodeled.
Doris “Mom” Lovett: The Lovett family homesteaded
acreage land on the desert side of the mountain. Lovvie
and their two sons proceeded to build a small restaurant
and garage. Mom ran the restaurant, as well as the new
gas station. Lovvie drove our high school bus and
repaired cars when he was home. He got very sick and
died, leaving Mom a train load of work, restaurant and

March, 2014

Page 5

all. Highway 138 was now a busy road. Many convoys
of troops traveled it, stopping at Mountain Top for
some of Mom's delicious cooking. Mom had a little
dog named “Mick”. One day the health inspector
arrived while Mick snoozed behind the counter. Mick
bit him. The inspector said, “you know Doris, he
shouldn't be back here”. Mom said, “Mick thinks you
shouldn't be here either”! The ride to and from
Victorville was boring. Occasionally the five or six of
us going up to Wrightwood would beg Lovvie: “Could
we stop at Mountain Top”? The tired old bus would
park in front of the restaurant, we would troop in and
play the juke box, dance and eat hamburgers or pie.
Those were the days! Mom Lovett was an achiever of
the highest order. When they first homesteaded, their
home was a rude shack: no water, no electricity,
nothing but coyotes, jack rabbits and fog. She was one
of the most heroic women I have ever known.

Wrightwo od S cho ol Bo ard & PTA 193 8: l. to r. Hildred Corpe, Mrs. Hunt, Dorothy MacDona ld, etc.
Kneeling: Ch arlotte Sears

Hildred Corpe: I wonder if she realized when Dad told
her we were moving to Wrightwood (where we had
week-ended for several years) just what our life would
be like in this tiny mountain resort. So we settled in as
managers and lessees of the Wrightwood Lodge - - a
20 room rustic hotel in a town with 13 kids in all eight
grades of grammar school. She was a gracious hostess;
flowers were usually decorating the lobby. Often the
local restaurant was closed, so Mom would feed the
guests staying in our hotel. Talk about daunting! The
electricity was frequently off, so Mom would
manufacture a pot of soup, or beans, on top of the oil
heater in the lobby. Her baking was superb. A coconut
cake was entered at the National Orange Show contest
(continued on page 7 - “Achievers”)
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New Display Tells How Sag Ponds
Became Wrightwood Lakes
A colorful new
display at the
M u s eum i s
attracting
attention these
days. Focusing
on sag ponds
in and around
Wrigh twood,
the display
highlights
information
about Lost Lake, Twin Lakes, Wright Lake and Jackson
Lake. Researcher Fran Baker has gathered interesting
information about these areas and, along with the
display talents of Lori Jennings, has created a most
informative showcase.
Fran describes a sag pond as a natural lake which is
formed when fault movement stretches the earth’s crust,
causing the ground to sink and water to rise. The ground
sags down and creates depressions that can fill with
water. Wrightwood is in the San Andreas Fault rift zone
and is the location of the fault at its highest point. Some
800 miles long, this fault is responsible for two of the
three largest earthquakes ever recorded.
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Museum visitors are invited to see more of this
fascinating information in the back room’s east wall
display case at the Old Fire House museum.

Jackson Lake circa 1917

Descriptions about each of the sag ponds include
information as to how the lake or pond was formed and
how it may have changed over the years. Lost Lake,
located near Lone Pine Canyon just ½ mile from I-15,
is worth a visit after reading the history of it and how it
got its name. Twin Lakes was a sag pond that presented
itself as two small lakes, side by side. Modifications
have been made and now there is just one lake, known
as the Wrightwood Country Club.
Wright Lake provided a pleasant view for Sumner and
Kate Wright’s home, known in later years as Red Gate
Lodge near Mill and Lark St. The lake is now dry and it
is believed the water went underground due to the
shifting action of the San Andreas Fault. Jackson Lake
is the largest sag pond in the Wrightwood/Big Pines
area, measuring about seven surface acres in size. In the
early years Jackson Lake was a spring fed pond and a
small creek. According to Harvey R. Cheesman, U.S.
Forest Service ranger, settlers from the Llano Socialist
Colony built a dam across Mescal Creek in the summer
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of 1914. The settlers had hoped to use the enlarged
lake as a water source, but the colony failed and
Jackson Lake became available in later years for use as
a recreational facility.

Lower Twin Lakes - early 1930's
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Achievers - (continued from page 5)
and won the grand prize! Housekeeping in those days
was a challenge. There were no dishwashers,
automatic washers or dryers, garbage disposals;
nothing to make life easier. If dinner was planned for
company, the wife must go to the chicken yard, catch
the old hen, chop off her head, dunk her in boiling
water to pluck her, then stew her 'til tender, bone her,
add the meat to the pot, drop in dumplings and cook.
While she rested, she could make a salad, bake a
dessert and set the table. Washing clothes wasn't
much fun either. Get out the wash board (while
heating a pot of water on the wood stove). Prior to
pumping the water to heat, one must go out in the yard
and gather wood for the fire. Somehow all this energy
allowed us to have more snow in the winter, have less
traffic, hold more fun community events and enjoy
our town.
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Remember When Wrightwood
Used To Have Snow?

Wrightwood Rec Hall/Clubhouse in 1926
(where the Blue Ridge Restaurant is now)

New Volunteers Volunteer
Fran Baker reports that our latest Museum Volunteers
who graciously host the Museum on Saturdays are:
Suzanne Bauman, who recently moved here from
L.A., has produced and directed several PBS series
and has made about 14 documentary films. Her 1981
feature “Against Wind And Tide: A Cuban Odyssey,”
was nominated for an Academy Award. “Shadow Of
Afghanistan” (2006) debuted at the Tribeca Film
Festival. Her TV credits include the nine-hour PBS
series “Art Of The Western World” (1989), “Jackie
Behind The Myth” (1999), and “The Writing Code”
(2007), a PBS series about writing. She has
interviewed John Kenneth Galbraith, Norman Mailer,
Ted Kennedy, and Fidel Castro. She graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from Vassar College and earned a Master
of Fine Arts degree at NYU’s Tisch School of the
Arts. Suzanne is a member of the Directors’ Guild
and the Writers’ Guild.
Nydia DeJesus moved to California from New
England in 1985. She did administrative and
secretarial work in Burbank until 1989, when she
joined the U.S. Navy, serving in Sicily and San
Francisco. She then worked as a realtor in Burbank
while attending college in the evening. Nydia
received a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
CSU Northridge in 2001 and her broker's license in
2006. She has lived in Wrightwood since 2006.
Nydia currently substitute teaches grades K-8 at
Adelanto Elementary School District and is enrolled
in the paralegal studies program at Victor Valley
College. Welcome, ladies, and thanks!

Wrightwood Store in 1929 - the building is still
there.

Irene Boylin leaving her and her husband’s
laundromat - 1953-54
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WHS Board of Directors
John Lenau, President
Jonathan Hermann, Vice President
Margaret Ashworth, Secretary
Marja Anderson, Treasurer
Carol Goss, Corresponding Secretary
Frances Baker, Member at Large
Stuart Baker, Member at Large
Lee Parde, Member at Large
Please send all questions and concerns to John Lenau
at jalkd1@yahoo.com , 760-249-4650,
or Box 486, Wrightwood CA 92397-0486.
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WHS Committees
Maintenance - John Lenau
Membership - Fred Van Houten
Museum Volunteers - Frances Baker
Newsletter - Fred Van Houten
comments or corrections to fredvh@verizon.net

Old Timers - Frances Baker
Refreshments - Marja Anderson
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