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was. When Ed was 15, Doc switched him back to Harry
Ed Thomas: It’s a Wonderful Life
by Fred Van Houten

Ed Thomas at home in the 70's
Wrightwoodian Ed Thomas is a man of many skills,
interests and experiences - and has been doing them
all at the same time; therefore their list overlaps.
Ed and his sister, Barbara Anne (unfortunately
claimed by illness in 1940), were raised in Pasadena
by their grandparents while their newly-single mother
got her education at USC and Ohio State - his
maternal grandfather, John Thanos, was the longtime
maitre de hotel at the Biltmore Hotel in L.A. An
acquaintance, the actor John Wayne, recommended
Wrightwood as a good place to get away and took
them to dinner at the Big Pines Lodge’s Dining
Room, just east of the corner of Highway 2 and Big
Pines Highway (now N4). They were delighted with
the town and had a weekend house built on the corner
of Betty and Oak Streets in 1937 - they later gave it to
Ed and his late beloved second wife Dillie as a
wedding present in 1957 and Ed still lives there.
When Ed was 5, he saw a trumpet ornament on the
Christmas tree and told his grandparents he wanted to
play the trumpet. His grandmother liked to attend the
races at Santa Anita and knew the bugler, Harry
Bunton. Harry set up lessons for Ed with Doc Hiner,
first trumpet with John Philip Sousa’s Band. At age
13, Ed began giving trumpet lessons at Boyle Heights
Music Academy, taking the streetcar from Pasadena..
Some of his students were older and taller than he

Bunton, who had a local dance band, so he could study
the theory of and get experience in dance band “charts”.

Ed landing below the jump in Acorn Canyon - 1938
- no lift or tow.
From 1937, 10-year-old Ed participated in Wrightwood
sports, especially ski jumping and skating. He and his
sister alternated their time between Wrightwood and
Pasadena.

Looking at Ed’s cousins, down Oak St, 1938, from his
grandparents’ house. Arrow points to back steps.
He attended elementary school at Pasadena’s Anandale
Elementary School, junior high school within Luther
Burbank High School; and then went on to Franklin
High School. In the eleventh grade, back now for a
while with Mom and step-dad, rumors of the upcoming
draft of soldiers for World War II circulated and Ed, not
fond of the Army prospect, joined the US Navy at 17.
(continued on page 7 - please see “Ed Thomas”)
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President’s Letter
by John Lenau
I hope your summer is going
well. Our monthly meetings
on the first Friday are going
very well with a speaker at
every meeting. Because we
have kind of run out of
speakers of Wrightwood
History we have reached out
to other historians that have
covered a gambit of subjects
including Historic Airplane Wrecks in SB County,
Arrowhead Line Water Train and in June Flying the
Lindbergh Line which was held at our favorite place,
Big Pines Recreation Hall. We hope that you will
attend one or more of our monthly meetings very
soon. Be sure to check out our WHS web site for
upcoming events (WWHISTORY.ORG).
The outside of the museum is looking very nice. Fran
Baker has spruced up the yard with blooming plants
in and around the grounds. Stop by and take a look.
We sold our NEW “San Andreas Fault line-{Right on
it}” t-shirts plus our standard “Wrightwood Rocks” tshirts at Mountaineer Days on July 5. Also we sold
our “Original Log Bench” tickets. The income from
these items goes to support the museum and the
society so get yours soon. All of these items are also
available at the museum on Saturdays. We have
ordered and received a new shipment of WHS Lapel
Pins.
We sold our shirts at the Amgen Bicycle Tour of
California at Mountain High North in May. It was
exciting to see bicycle racers from all over the world
participate in this event.
Our Conference of California Historical Societies
(CCHS) was outstanding; held at the Double Tree Inn
in San Pedro. This was our 60th Anniversary
(1954-2014) and we enjoyed every minute of it. It
started off on Thursday June 19th in Pasadena at the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory with a tour of the facility.
On Friday we boarded a bus for a tour of the
California Science Center to view the Space Shuttle
Endeavor Exhibit plus tour Exhibition Park. That
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evening we had a wonderful dinner at the 22nd Street
Seafood Grill and Bar. On Saturday we had a
Genealogy Breakfast with a guest speaker then during
the day we had Work Shops. At noon we had our
Awards Luncheon then we perused the History Fair at
the hotel. For dinner we went to the Ports O' Call for
our Executive Committee Installation where I was
installed as President of the CCHS 2014-2016. This
job will not interfere with my WHS duties (much). I
want to thank our WHS members Carol Goss, Cathleen
Flanagan and Jon and Nita Hermann for attending my
installation.
The Conference of California Historical Societies is a
group of history-oriented organizations and individuals
who come together to learn from each other and to
celebrate the remarkable history of California. The
Conference membership includes over 400 historical
societies and individuals.
We have three symposiums offered up and down the
state each year. If you are interested in joining the
Conference call 909-480-3964.
As president of the CCHS my duties are to be the CEO
of the Conference and preside over Executive
Committee, of the Board of Directors and of the
General Membership. I plan to continue my duties as
President of the WHS as I have for the past 15 years.
Thank you for supporting me and the WHS.
The next Conference (in October) will be held in and
around Fort Ross. A Russian-American Company
Settlement from 1812-1841. Check our web site
(www.californiahistorian.com) in September for
registration information.
We received a $50.00 donation from Daniel J. Herrick,
who with Terry Graham’s permission used some
information from one of Terry's publications. $25.00
was for the museum and $25.00 for Terry, who
donated it back to the museum. Thanks, Daniel &
Terry!
If you would like to have your WHS Newsletter sent to
you via email (in color), please send us your email
address if you have not already done so. Doing so will
save us some cost and we can use these funds to
improve the museum. fredvh@verizon.net. See you
at the museum.

John
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Recent Programs
All of our monthly programs have been recorded on
DVD (video) and CD (audio) by Stuart Baker. Stop
by the Museum any Saturday and check out a copy.
An index by Speaker, Subject & Date is available.
April 4 - G. Pat Macha gave a photo presentation
about Historic Airplane Wrecks in SB County.
May 2 - WHS Member Mark Landis gave a photo
presentation on the Arrowhead Rail Line from San
Bernardino and the the Arrowhead Water Train.
June 6 - Robert F. Kirk gave a photo presentation at
the Big Pines Recreation Hall about “Flying the
Lindbergh Line”, the first transcontinental air service
started in 1929.
July 11 - New member and docent Suzanne Bauman
spoke about one of our famous residents, Aldous
Huxley.
On the Fridays of August 1, September 5, October 3
and November 7, at 1 pm, additional interesting
programs are planned. Our very interesting
Museum is open every Saturday at the Old
Firehouse on Cedar Street from 10 to 4. Stop by
and bring your guests!

Bygone Days
by Pat Krig
In 1945 there weren’t many “amusements” for
teenagers; skateboards hadn’t been invented, there
was no television, no videos, no nuthin’. We teens
had to invent our own pastimes, or read books.
One evening we gathered up several bored
buddies, packed a picnic supper, our fishing poles,
and climbed into a friends’ Model “T” flivver. Off
we went to Blue Ridge with high hopes of
adventure. Up top we built a small campfire, had
hot dogs with potato salad (thanks to our Moms),
toasted marshmallows, then sat around singing and
telling stories.
When darkness was complete we cleaned up our
mess, put out the campfire, and climbed into our
faithful “T”. Our great adventure was about to
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happen. Dropping down to Vincent’s Gap, we peeled
off on a dirt road that curved steeply down into
Fenner Canyon. Several miles down this road was
Noah Beery’s Trout Farm - our intended goal.

Quietly, we parked the Flivver, grabbed bait and our
fishing poles; and headed for the trout ponds across
the stream. The gang separated. I went along the dirt
path skirting the first pond, after begging one of the
boys to impale a fat worm on my barbed hook. We
all were happily catching fish. I almost immediately
felt a strong strike on my line! Almost giddily I
pulled in a fat 14 inch trout. My folks would be so
proud! About then I realized I couldn’t take him off
my line - I needed help.
I QUIETLY walked back down the dirt path to find
one of the boys to solve my problem. The night was
pitch black by now. I heard a splash up ahead and a
growl. Looking to my right was a Mountain Lion!
Unhappy that he had just lost a fish, me unhappy that
he was looking at me. My enthusiasm for trout
fishing went South and I went North. I slowly walked
to the gang and told them about our fishing friend.
We all agreed it was time to head to Wrightwood.
We stowed our poles, climbed in the Flivver and
abandoned Big Rock Creek - forever!

- Pictures of Noah Beery’s Trout Farm courtesy of Sherry Krig
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Wrightwood’s Newspapers
by Barbara Van Houten
Over the past 87 years, Wrightwood has been home to
many different newspapers, each one unique and
interesting in its own way. In the early years some
lasted only a few months, others continued for several
years. Most were monthly publications, some were
bi-weekly and, by 1961, Wrightwood had a weekly
newspaper. There were years when research has
shown that a local paper did not exist, such as from
1934 to 1946, and 1954 to 1958. If any readers are
aware of publications during those years, would you
please let us know.
When each newspaper listed below began, the
previous one had ceased publication, some for several
years, unless otherwise noted.
The list of Wrightwood newspapers we have
compiled so far begins in 1927 and includes:

1927 - Wrightwood Mountain Zephyrs
Myrtle Hiltabrand, editor
(unknown how long)
1932 - The Wrightwood News Magazine
Hallie Dyott, editor
1933 - Voice Of The Mountains
Dick Fisher, editor
1946 - Wrightwood Village News
Paul Hill, editor
1947 - Wrightwood Pine Needle
Harley Rudolph, editor
Lloyd Nix, publisher(‘47-‘50)
1951 - Wrightwood Bulletin
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H.L. Slater, editor
1952 - Wrightwood News
Irma Vance Mason, editor(‘52-‘53)

1958 - Wrightwood Mountain News
D.J. Manning, editor
1961 - Wrightwood Mountaineer
Tom Pinard, owner, publisher and editor.
The first Mountaineer edition cost a dime and
consisted of four pages of news and ads,
published weekly. After 29 years, Pinard sold
the paper in 1990. By then it was in two
sections, 30 pages long, and was known as the
Mountaineer Progress. Between 1990 and
1998 the paper had several different owners.
In 1998 the Mountaineer Progress was sold to
Steve and Vicky Rinek, the current owners,
publishers and editors. The paper is now 53
years old - Wrightwood’s longest running
newspaper.
1985 - Mountain/Hi-Desert Guide
Bobbie Holmes, editor
1991 - The Guide was sold to Sue Gates and June
Woodmansee, who co-published the monthly
newspaper for 7 years.
1998 - The Guide continued to be published by June
Woodmansee until 1999.
1998 - Tri-Community NewsPlus was started by Sue
Gates, published for 12 years.
2010 - Don Fish Jr. bought Tri-Community
(continued on page 6 - please see “Newspapers”)

