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closer to the stars and the blue sky. Here we can play
and rest and forget and recuperate, and be young
again”.
The first edition of the newspaper carried the story that
electricity was finally going to be provided to all of
Wrightwood. On September 3, 1927 the lights were
switched on and a new notch was cut in the record of
Wrightwood’s permanent progress, as Southern
California Edison “ had recognized the permanency of
Wrightwood. The nearest point of contact was at
Lancaster, 40 miles away, and building a high-tension
line across the desert and over the mountains to
Wrightwood involved the expenditure of
approximately seventy-five thousand dollars.”

Pinon Lodge (now Mile High Pizza)
In 1927 Wrightwood’s first newspaper was published,
called “Wrightwood Mountain Zephyrs”. The editor
was Myrtle Hiltabrand, who felt that “ a community
with 150 homes was entitled to some kind of a
newspaper, through which the news of the community
may be passed along the line to those who are
interested”. The editor also wanted to provide “helpful
information to all who are interested in hiking, fishing,
skating, skiing, tobogganing, boating, horseback riding,
camping and all outdoor sports that are so healthful and
pleasant to those who are at all interested in outdoor
life”. The editor further went on to say that “the
consensus of opinion among physicians is to the effect
that human beings must play in order to rest. Unless we
get away from our troubles and worries and work, it is
extremely difficult to enter into the spirit of play and
receive the exhilarating effect that is surely to result
from real play. Wrightwood is the logical place to play,
away from work and worry and the mad rush of the city,

Terms of the agreement with Edison were as follows:
$2.00 per month for twelve (12) lights or less; 20 cents
per month for each additional light; 50 cents per month
for 1000 watt or less hot plates. A charge of $7.50 for
service connection to accompany the application,
which was for a yearly contract, payable monthly.
During the summer of 1927 a fully and “modernly
equipped” restaurant was added to the local clubhouse,
which had been completed in 1926. Everybody
conceded that “ the clubhouse was in good taste and
keeping with the surroundings of Wrightwood
Mountains and to be as attractive as any clubhouse to
be found in the mountains anywhere. The restaurant
raised some two feet above the dancing floor in the
clubhouse has detracted nothing from the charm of the
clubhouse itself and at the same time has filled a long
felt want. Everything that can be desired now for the
comfort of the visitors and owners is there”. ( Editor’s
note: The clubhouse, sometimes referred to as the
recreation hall, burned to the ground on May 31, 1937.
The fire apparently started in the kitchen. The
clubhouse was located on the property where The Blue
Ridge Inn now stands.)
Other improvements in Wrightwood included
bringing water down from the head of Acorn canyon
and laying additional miles of distributing systems,
surveying and subdividing three new tracts, and
completing new roads. Plans were made for the
construction of a new, large,and modern store to be
erected between the clubhouse and the old store and
gas station. Plans were also made to build a garage and
repair shop for autos.
(continued on page 6 - please see “Zephyrs”)
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Zephyrs (continued from page 5)
In the fall of 1927 construction began on the first unit of
the Wrightwood hotel, located behind the clubhouse.
The demand for a hotel had become so urgent that it
was decided not to wait until spring, when good weather
could be guaranteed, and to build the lobby and the first
wing of the rooms themselves right away. When
completed, there would be twenty-eight double rooms
“all well lighted and heated and all having hot and cold
water, and many of them will also have either tub or
shower baths. It is proposed to furnish the rooms very
comfortably, but not luxuriously, as popular prices will
prevail, and the big lobby and the adjoining clubhouse
and café will supply the social and camping facilities”.
The February 1928 edition of the Wrightwood
Mountain Zephyrs carried a story titled “Cannot Build
Fast Enough”. Quoting Warren Sears, resident and tract
manager of Wrightwood properties, the editor wrote
“Notwithstanding the extraordinary building that has
marked the year’s development in Wrightwood and in
spite of the fact that strenuous efforts have been made
to keep pace with the increased popularity of
Wrightwood,, the ever larger crowds coming have made
each succeeding building too small before it was
completed”. The editor continued by saying “This is
true not only of the clubhouse, the restaurant and the
hotel, but also of the spacious new store not yet quite
finished. The clubhouse, which also houses the
restaurant, was erected less than two years ago; yet the
building is now being enlarged for the third time to
meet the growing needs of Wrightwood owners and
their friends. The constantly increasing attendance at the
dances and the throngs of hungry patrons at the dining
room and the lunch counter have compelled the repeated extension of all the facilities for their
entertainment”.
By February of 1928 more than a thousand building lots
of various sizes
and prices had
been sold, and
one hundred and
sixty cottages
had been built
among the pines
and
oaks.
Wrightwood had
three charming
1270 Irene St (later Log Cabin
lakes, “large
Furnishings), 1928 - courtesy P. Krig enough to bathe
in during summer and to skate on in winter, but not
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deep enough to be dangerous in the sense that big and
cold lakes are”. Ads in the February, 1928 Mountain
Zephyrs newspaper included five from building
contractors, six from lumber companies and one from a
funeral director, all located in San Bernardino with the
exception of George Scribner, who advertised “You can
find me at work somewhere in Wrightwood”. Things
were different back in the twenties!

Newspapers (continued from page 4)
NewsPlus from Sue Gates, is the current owner,
publisher and editor. This monthly publication is free
to readers and is supported by advertising and
individual subscriptions.
Now, between the Mountaineer Progress and
NewsPlus, the tri-community area has excellent
coverage of community activities, local history,
upcoming events, sports and anything else you might
want to know!

More Volunteers Volunteer
Fran Baker reports that our latest Museum Volunteers
who graciously host the Museum on Saturdays are:
Eric Johnston, raised in Ventura, has lived in
Wrightwood with his family since 1987. He received
his Doctorate degree from USC. He recently retired
from Snowline Joint School District as Superintendent,
after a 26 year career with the district. All 3 of his
children attended Snowline Schools. Two live and teach
in San Diego and his youngest daughter is married and
is teaching in Healdsburg. He currently enjoys travelling
with his wife, Lori, who is also retired from teaching
kindergarten at Wrightwood Elementary. He continues
his passions for fishing, cooking, biking and hiking!
Mary Joan Koerper, a native of West Bloomfield,
Michigan, received her B.A. from Michigan State
University, Master of Social Work from San Diego
State, and Ph.D. in Humanities from the California
Institute of Integral Studies in San Francisco. She has
published fiction,nonfiction, poetry, scripts and done
technical writing in all media. She has been a
professional musician and potter. She has taught at four
colleges and universities and is a seminar and
workshop leader. She contributes to the Inlandia
Literary Journey Blog hosted by The Press-Enterprise
(Riverside). An animal lover and advocate, she and her
dogs have been active with Love on A Leash (LOAL)
since 2002, co-founding the Redlands CA Branch,
Healing Paws, and with the Wrightwood Branch of
LOAL,Paws for Literacy, since its inception. Welcome!

The W right Times

Wrightwood Historical Society Newsletter

Ed Thomas (continued from page 1)
After basic training, Ed was trained at the Navy’s San
Diego Fire School. It looked like he would be
assigned to an air crash crew. After visiting some
friends who had received that assignment earlier, in an
amputee ward, Ed auditioned for the US Navy band
on trumpet and, much to the surprise of several
acquaintances who had also auditioned, became a
member of the band. During his stay in Washington,
D.C., he and bandmates such as Artie Shaw, and
Georgie Beach of the Stan Kenton orchestra, formed
a dance band which played engagements in their off
time. Later assigned to the Navy Band of the Pacific,
Ed’s ship was sent to fight off Japan (they were
assigned double duty - musicianship and damage
control) . On the way, they encountered a massive
typhoon which, with “waves as high as Blue Ridge”,
sent some sister ships “to “Davy Jones’s locker”; but
spared his ship because it “was loaded with very
heavy explosives and could not be turned over easily”.
After the war, Ed went to San Diego State College
for 2-1/2 years, got married to his first wife in 1948;
then got his dream job in L.A. as a professional
musician with the Manny Harmon Band, which
played exclusively for the premieres and shows at
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, for such stars as Marlene
Dietrich and Doris Day. Doc Severinson was a
bandmate and alternated with Ed as first chair
trumpet. He joined the musicians’ union and also did
studio work for MGM, conducted by Dmitri Tiomkin,
and for Warner Brothers’ Studio.
In 1950, Ed’s wife, whom he described as “a country
girl’, tired of the pace of Tinseltown and moved back
to San Diego with her mother, breaking Ed’s heart in
the process. Ed decided the fast life was not for him
and moved to “the cabin” in Wrightwood. About that
time, his mother and step-dad moved here from San
Diego. His mother became one of the first teachers at
the 2-room Wrightwood School and later became
Principal.
His step-dad,
Bill Goodspeed,
having retired
from
the
Columbus,
Ohio and San
Diego Fire
Wrightwood’s first ambulance
Department s,
bought the ‘47 Chevrolet Wrightwood Ambulance
from gas station owner Julian Odom, parking it at his
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house. He and Ed went on many calls over this area,
sometimes taking extreme measures such as gluing
limbs back on until reaching the hospital a long
distance away.
At the same time, Ed was doing plumbing and
electrical work around town.

Ed Thomas, Joe Meluso and Harvy Hunt c. 1951
Also in 1950, he became a Special (entry-level)
Deputy for the San Bernardino County Sheriff. He and
a partner patrolled as they saw fit (they knew best
where the barfights and wifebeaters were located) and
occasionally received dispatches by phone or walkietalkie. He did this for 10 more years.

Ed at Fireside Inn 1954

Ed Thomas & Mary Lewis

In his spare time, Ed was playing at the Fireside Inn
at Big Pines with an ensemble composed of himself
on guitar and trumpet, Dan Burns (of Wrightwood’s
Seahorse Pool fame) on tenor sax, Johnny Clark on
piano and Mary Lewis, who was also one of
Wrightwood ‘s first teachers. Her son, Geoff, later an
actor who starred in many Clint Eastwood westerns,
(continued on page 8- please see “Ed Thomas”)
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Ed Thomas (continued from page 7)
also worked for the Forest Service and invited Ed to
join him. Ed took the test and became a Forest
Service Patrolman in 1951 and 1952 while still
serving as a Special Deputy Sheriff. As a forest
patrolman, he spotted the beginning of the famous
Fish Fork fire, above Azusa a few miles. When he
and a crew waited at Inspiration Point to be picked up,
the helicopter crashed on Iron Mountain and so they
had to hike 11 miles through thick undergrowth to the
fire site, where for 8 straight days Ed then ran a crew
of 30 Zunis and 30 Navajos, who had trouble getting
along, chopping fire breaks as the fire raged.
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Typical San Gabriel Mountains fire Mount Lukens (near Pasadena) in 1913
In 1954-55, a friend of his in the Forest Service began
working at Northrup Aviation. He suggested Ed
apply there and in 1955-56, Ed quit the Forest Service
and began working for Northrup Aircraft in their
Radio/Radar Technical Lab (back in the 8th grade, Ed
had taken a Radio class, where he learned to read and
write schematic drawings and won a first prize for the
Super Hetrodyne Radio he had built). After a year, Ed
heard that Northrup had lost a contract and might be
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laying off; so in 1956-57 began with his ultimate
employer, Edwards Air Force Base (USAF), with their
civilian Flight Test Center’s Fire Department Crash
Crew. He advanced to Captain, Assistant Chief, and
Chief of Fire Protection Systems.
Starting in 1957, Ed also studied for and in 1960
passed the multi-discipline California State Board Of
Professional Engineers’ California State Engineering
examination, to become designated as the state’s fifty
fifth Fire Protection Engineer. He was thereupon
promoted to Edwards’s engineering department,
where he designed fire protection systems until his
retirement in 1979. He also served as a private
consultant, designing fire prevention and detection
systems for such entities as the San Bernardino City
Fire Department, City of Big Bear, Jolly Roger
restaurant chain, Wrightwood Methodist Church,
Wrightwood Lumber (after the big fire, Ed adds), and
what is now Jensen’s market.
In 1958, Ed helped with and then took over a TV
repair service in Wrightwood, which he kept at for the
next 25 years. During his Edwards years, Ed also
played trumpet in the Edwards Air Force Base Band.
He also played with the Bud Petty Band at the George
AFB and China Lake Officers’ Clubs, as well as at the
Apple Valley Inn. He had gotten himself introduced
to Roy Rogers and the Sons of the Pioneers back in
his San Diego days, motivated by summer vacations
cowpunching on his uncle’s ranch at Kernville from
the age of 13.
After Edwards, Ed continued with his music and
enjoyed getting to know his second wife, Dillie,
better. They had met in 1954 when he and a friend
(continued on page 9 (please see “Ed Thomas”)

Ed & Dillie at their second meeting,
Fireside Inn, 1954
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Ed Thomas (continued from page 8)
went to a pharmacy in San Bernardino and were
waited on by Dillie. She heard he was playing at Big
Pines’s Fireside Inn and so later went up with a
girlfriend “to see the band”.

Big Pines’s Fireside Inn, looking east, in the 1950's
They both saw stars instead, got married and moved
into the cabin on Oak and Betty; and had 2 girls,
Barbara and Melody. Dillie, who became a muchsought-after artist in later years, passed away in 2011
and is missed. Ed and she camped many times at
Lake Mead, where Ed would fly (and, many times,
bathe) his latest and greatest radio-controlled model
airplane. He was also asked by the County to manage
the remodeling of Wrightwood’s old fire house into a
museum and clubhouse for seniors and the
Wrightwood Area Cultural Organization, the coordinator for many community organizations clubs.
Ed and others donated much of the material used in
the remodel. This is where the Historical Society
meets today.
(Author’s note: About 1980, Ed joined the TriCommunity Band, which it was my privilege to direct,
along with 35 local luminaries such as as Jerry Walde,
John Burcher Sr & Jr, Joel Burcher, Barbara Ballard
Van Houten, Jan Narken and Fran Ferrance. Ed is the
best trumpet player I’ve ever heard. The band played
for local parades and concerts until 1983).
Many people have mentioned what a nice guy Ed has
always been. The interviews for this piece had to take
place between Ed’s trips to Pinon Hills. A friend of
his had his older pickup truck stolen and vandalized.
Ed is spending some time fixing it up for him and
replacing damaged parts. Guess those people are still
right!

Ed Thomas today at 87

John Lenau to be CCHS President
by Carol Goss
(reprinted from the Wrightwood Property Owners’
Report)
Wrightwood can be quite proud of the fact that our
own John Lenau, President of the Wrightwood
Historical Society and father of the Wrightwood
Village Trail, was inducted as the President of the
statewide Conference of California Historical
Societies on Saturday, June 21, 2014.
The
organization represents local historical societies from
all over the state and has Conference meetings three
or four times a year.
Most of us knew that John took over the
Wrightwood Historical Society when it was in its
infancy. His leadership fashioned the Society into a
well-organized contributor to the whole community,
with interesting speakers and a Museum we can all be
proud of. Furthermore, he was the originator of the
Wrightwood Village Trail and worked for ten years to
get funding and permission from Caltrans to build it.
Now the statewide organization will have part of his
time and Wrightwood will have the honor of having
one of our own at the helm of the Conference. The
Conference is lucky and so is Wrightwood!
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WHS Board of Directors
John Lenau, President
Jonathan Hermann, Vice President
Margaret Ashworth, Secretary
Marja Anderson, Treasurer
Carol Goss, Corresponding Secretary
Frances Baker, Member at Large
Stuart Baker, Member at Large
Lee Parde, Member at Large
Please send all questions and concerns to John Lenau
at jalkd1@yahoo.com , 760-249-4650,
or Box 486, Wrightwood CA 92397-0486.
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WHS Committees
Maintenance - John Lenau
Membership - Fred Van Houten
Museum Volunteers - Frances Baker
Newsletter - Fred Van Houten
Refreshments - Marja Anderson
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