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WHS is affiliated with the Conference of California Historical Societies
Forester(represented by Acting Forester C. B. Hill)
Can You Hear Me Now?
by Barbara Van Houten

would permit the free use of its pole line down Lone
Pine Canyon. It was also agreed that the number of
stations on this line would be limited to 10, allocated as
follows: Forest Service- 3; County of Los Angeles (Big
Pines)- 5 including 1 line to the Smithsonian Institution;
Wrightwood- 3.
(Thanks to James Young for sharing the 1926
Telephone Agreement)

Wrightwood Lodge, 1932
- Home of one of Wrightwood’s few telephones
1920's phone in our Museum,
used in Wrightwood by PT&T
Wrightwood’s telephone service dates back to 1928
when it was initially provided on a toll basis from San
Bernardino. On September 30, 1926 an agreement
was signed between Wrightwood, the County of Los
Angeles, the Smithsonian Institution and the District
Forester of the Forest Service, District 5, which
provided for a cooperative effort in the construction
and maintenance of a telephone line between Los
Angeles County Park (Big Pines) and the City of San
Bernardino, approximately 35 miles in length. The
agreement stated that: 1)The County of Los Angeles
(represented by R.F. McClellan) would contribute for
construction $1500 in material and labor.
2)Wrightwood (represented by Attorney James
Oliver) would contribute $1000 for construction.
3)The Smithsonian Institute (represented by C.G.
Abbot) would contribute 50 miles of #9 BB
galvanized iron telephone wire. 4) The District

According to Pioneer Telephone Historian Vic
Sumner, “phone numbers were not assigned.
Designations of “Call Long Distance” were given. A
copy of the February 1929 Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Riverside Directory shows that the
subscribers located in the Swartout Valley area
(Wrightwood and Big Pines) were the Smithsonian
Observatory, Swartout (Big Pines), Swartout Valley
Ranger Station (Wrightwood), Wrightwood Lodge and
Wrightwood Tract Office. (Editor’s note: In the early
years Swarthout was often spelled without the “h”,
Swartout being the common spelling). Subscribers were
served by toll stations out of the Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph office in San Bernardino.
On August 31, 1929, the San Bernardino to Las Vegas
toll line was completed and the circuit or circuits to
Wrightwood were connected to this line just north of
Blue Cut in Cajon Pass. When the Depression hit in
1929, there began the loss of a few subscribers to a low
(continued on page 8 - please see “Telephones”)
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President’s Letter
by John Lenau
As I sit here pondering what
the content of this newsletter
should contain it is raining
(yes raining) and there is
snow (yes snow) higher up on
the mountains. It is the day
after Halloween and we really
need the precipitation.
Talking about Halloween,
many of the WHS members
(Allene Lenau, Margaret Ashworth, Karin Core, Jon
(Forrest Gump) and Nita Herman, Florence
Glashower, Kathleen Flanagan, Stu Baker and myself)
enjoyed handing out trick-or-treats to the +/-400 kids
and adults that stopped by the museum. We have been
doing this for many years and we get a great deal of
enjoyment seeing the kids and the museum lit up with
lights and decorations.

Friday November 28 (day after Thanksgiving) from
5:00-8:30 PM we will have the museum open for
“Wrightwood Mountain Holiday Celebration”. We
will have 10% discounts on all of our t-shirts, all of
our books and publication plus post cards will be
available also. Drop by, say hello and have something
hot to drink, plus refreshments.
For our WHS Holiday Celebration on Friday
December 5 at 12:00 we are planning to hold it again
at the WW Methodist Church (1543 Barbara-two
blocks above Hwy. #2 off Elm). We will serve a
luncheon plus have the WW Elementary School Choir
sing Christmas Carols and more. We will have center
pieces and other items available for our drawing to
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support the WHS. Plan on attending and enjoying the
afternoon with us. WHS Members (no cost), Nonmembers one year’s WHS membership ($20.00
Individual or $30.00 for a Family).
This year so far we have had 1669 visitors to the
museum. The Board and I want to thank all of our
docents that staff the museum on Saturdays plus Fran
Baker who does all the docent scheduling. We also
want to thank Fred Van Houten for doing our
Newsletters, what a great job.
I want to thank our Board Members for all that they do
for the WHS.
We had some great fund raisers this year with our new
“Right on it” t-shirts plus the donation from WHS
Member Wayne Henopp of his handmade log bench.
Drawing for which will be held on Friday November
28th at the Christmas Tree Lighting in WW. All the
income from these fund raisers go to support the
museum.
In 2015 we will have elections for all Board Members
(President, VP, Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, plus Three (3) Board at Large Members,
these are two (2) year term’s (of which I have served
for 15 years). If you would like to be more involved
with this great organization please through your hat in
the ring and be nominated as a Board Member. We
always have a short business meeting in January of
each year (plus a program). At that time we will have
nomination’s for the Board. At our April meeting (as
per our Bylaws) we will have elections. Nominations
will also be open from the floor at that meeting.
Surprise, WHS dues are due by January 2015. Those of
you who are Life Members ($150.00) have no dues
payable. If a Life Member wishes to make a donation
to the WHS we will gladly accept it. Those of you who
are Individual ($20.00) or Family Members ($30.00)
your dues are annually. We have approximately 150
WHS Members and about half are Life Members.
Thank you to all of our members for supporting the
Society/Museum.
NOTE:
January 2nd (day after the 1st) 2015 is the first Friday
(our usual meeting day). Our January meeting will be
held on Friday January 9th 1:00PM at the museum. See
you there.

John
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Recent Programs

Upcoming Programs

All of our monthly programs have been recorded on
DVD (video) and CD (audio) by Stuart Baker. Stop
by the Museum any Saturday and check out a copy.
An index by Speaker, Subject & Date is available.
August 1 - Alan Barlow presented a history of Kaiser
Steel Corp. Of Fontana.

On Friday, December 5, at 12 noon, our annual Holiday
Party will be held at the Wrightwood Methodist Church
(1543 Barbara - two blocks above Hwy. #2, between
Elm and Walnut). Luncheon wil be served; plus the
WW Elementary School Choir will sing Christmas
Carols and more. We will have centerpieces and other
items available for our drawing to support the WHS.
Plan on attending and enjoying the afternoon with us.
WHS Members - no cost. Non-members - one year’s
WHS membership ($20.00 Individual or $30.00 for a
Family).

September 5 - Donald Nicholson gave a history of the
Mount Wilson Observatory.
October 3 - WHS member Barton J. (“B.J.”)
Mallory presented a personal history of his family
and their acquaintances in Wrightwood from 1926
on.

On the Fridays of, January 9 (not January 2), February
6 and March 6 at 1 pm, additional interesting programs
are planned. Also at the Friday, January 9 meeting,
nominations from the floor will be accepted for the
officers and vacant board positions. The current
officers and board members are automatically
nominated; but new blood is welcome. The election
will be held at the April meeting.
Our very interesting Museum is open every Saturday at
the Old Firehouse on Cedar Street from 10 to 4. Stop
by and bring your guests!

Hello and Goodbye

November 7 - Tim Waag, Brother/Brother-in-Law of
WHS members Shari and Bob Hedden, gave a history
of the 100-year-old aqueduct from Owens Valley to
Los Angeles; and told of his family’s history in
Wrightwood.

The Board designated new member Wayne Hennop an
honorary Life Member at their September meeting, in
recognition of his building a log bench and donating it
for the November 28 “Shop-at-Home” raffle.
Carol Goss has
resigned her longheld post as
C o r r e s po n d i ng
Secretary, after
much faithful
service.
A list of her many
accomplishments
will appear here
in an upcoming
issue.
Thanks,
Carol!
The Board has filled this post with Kathleen Flanagan.
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Looking Outward:
San Bernardino Historical &
Pioneer Society Cemetery Tour
- by Kathleen Flanagan
Wrightwood Historical Society members and some
100+ San Bernardino Historical & Pioneer Society
members and guests were chaperoned by this
gorgeous funeral hearse through the Mountain View
Mortuary & Cemetery in early October.
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Ed. Note:
The City of San Bernardino Historical and Pioneer
Society programs are usually held on the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00 P.M. inside the Christian R.
Harris Memorial Hall, which is located next to the
Heritage House at the corner of 8th and D Streets in San
Bernardino. More info at www.sbhistoricalsociety.com.
Th 12/4 - Christina Perris will present "Fred Perris in
San Bernardino", about her great-great grandfather’s
surprising contributions to San Bernardino.
Th 2/5 - Highland City Historian Nancy Alexander will
give a power point tour of the “Highland Historic
District”.

50th Anniversary
of the Mohahve Historical Society

Approximately 1.5 years in planning, this first-ever
cemetery tour was organized and led by Connie
Monge-Anderson, general manager of the site, and
Nick Cataldo, president of the San Bernardino
Historical & Pioneer Society.
Attendees
visited some
24 grave
sites, where
guest family
members
shared stories
of their
revered
relatives. An
incredibly
interesting,
well-coordinated first-ever tour of a San Bernardino
County Cemetery. Future tours will no doubt follow!

- by Kathleen Flanagan
In late-September, members of the Wrightwood
Historical Society attended the 50th anniversary of the
Mohahve Historical Society, which included a catered
bbq dinner followed by an outstanding presentation by
Scott and Jessica Smith, caretakers of the Town of Ryan
in Death Valley. Onsite managers of the project, this
family is leading the reconstruction of Ryan, a tiny town
that supported historical 20 Mule Team Borax mining
activities. The Smiths provided a fascinating history of
the town, including slides of before- and
after-preservation efforts of the project. While the site
is currently a locked facility, historical societies look
forward to invitations to visit as the town is
re-developed. Thanks to the Smiths for an enticing and
exciting look into a slice of California history.
Ed. Note:
The Mohahve (Victor Valley) Historical Society meets
on the fourth Thursday of each month (the third
Thursday some Novembers and Decembers) at the
Victor Valley Museum, 11873 Apple Valley Road,
Apple Valley, at 7:30 pm. Field trips are usually
planned for the weekend following each meeting. More
info at www.mohahve.org.:
Th 1/22 - Cliff Bandringa on “The Cajon Pass”.
Th 2/26 - Felix Lewis on “The Lazy B Ranch”.

Correction
The story in the July issue of The Wright Times
regarding Wrightwood’s Newspapers indicated that the
Mountaineer Progress was sold in 1990 and had several
different owners until 1998. The correct information is
that Tom Pinard sold to Brehm Communications in
1990, who owned the paper until 1998, when it was sold
to Steve and Vicky Rinek, the current owners. Sorry for
the error!
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Wrightwood Museum Becomes a
Shopping Opportunity
- by Kathleen Flanagan
Supporting Wrightwood’s Village Holiday Celebration
event on Friday, November 28th, the Wrightwood
Museum at 6000 Cedar St. will be open from 5-8:30
P.M. The Museum will turn into a shopping opportunity
for villagers and visitors who are looking for something
different to give to their family and friends for
Christmas.
The Museum’s popular Wrightwood tee shirts will be
offered at specially discounted prices on Nov. 28th. These
“hometown” tees come in two different styles: the San
Andreas Fault shirt shows Wrightwood’s distinction of
being on the Fault at its highest point;

and the Wrightwood Rocks . . . with Altitude shirt
conveys the message that Wrightwood is a special place
to be. . . to see. . . to live . . . in the San Gabriel
Mountains.
The Museum inventories a wide range in adult shirt
sizes, with youth sizes available . . . but only in the
Wrightwood Rocks style.
Books on various aspects of Wrightwood history will
also be on display. The books can be teamed with a tee
shirt to create a themed gift. All purchases at the
Museum benefit the Wrightwood Historical Society, the
guardians of Wrightwood’s past.
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Winter Sports in Early Wrightwood
- by Barbara Van Houten
In January of 1932, Wrightwood played co- host to the
annual Mid-Winter Sports Carnival, which was usually
held at the Big Pines L.A. County Playground. This
particular year it was decided that the event would be
co-hosted by both Wrightwood and Big Pines. The
Carnival typically attracted 25,000 to 30,000 snowloving folks to the Swarthout Valley and included such
events as ski jumping, ice hockey, tobogganing, skating,
snow shoe races and dog derbies (dog sled racing).
According to the Wrightwood News of November,
1931, a new small ski hill was erected at Wrightwood in
Acorn Canyon in order to accommodate the popular
sport of ski jumping. Constructed under the direction of
internationally famous skier Olaf Tellefson, the hill was
unique in that it ran across the slope of the mountain so
that a contestant would be in full view at all times, both
when in the air after the take-off and coming down the
hill. Mr. Tellefson stated that the Wrightwood hill
would equal any hill in the West and be suitable for any
and all ski events. Since there was no lift or tow, the
skier would have to hike to the top, jump, then hike
back up again. Long-time local resident Ed Thomas
remembers jumping on the Wrightwood hill when he
was 10 or 11 years old, probably in 1938. Ed says the
jumping skis were about 7'6" in length and the
maximum you could jump was about 90 meters, or
about 295 feet. Ed mentioned that Sepp Benedikter, a
famous Southern California skier, jumped at the
Wrightwood hill.
(Continued on page 6)

Acorn Cyn Ski Jump 1932
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Winter Sports (continued from page 5)
The Mid-Winter Carnival was a big success. All of the
events scheduled for Wrightwood went off as
scheduled, and the crowds were handled with little
trouble and delay. The amateur ski jump at the
Wrightwood hill drew a large crowd and attracted
competitors from Auburn, Truckee, Sacramento, Ogden
and Salt Lake City. Olaf Tellefson, who was expected
to win the event, injured his knee and was unable to
participate.
According to Hallie Dyott, editor of The Wrightwood
News Magazine,
February/March 1932, “The
advantages which have accrued to Wrightwood from the
Carnival are most gratifying. The highway officials
estimate that 10,000 cars came up the Cajon grade to the
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earth by the aid of the big Holt tractor and grader, and
is so constructed that two toboggans may start side by
side and race to the end with safety. The racers will not
only dash down the slides, but as they land may walk a
few steps and, by entering another slide, ride a good
share of the way back to the beginning, almost an
endless chain. These slides are located in what is
known as Snow-Flower Canyon, so called because of
the large number of snow-flowers that grow therein, and
with the snow-capped mountains covered with huge
green pines as a background, the setting for these
modern toboggan slides is unsurpassed.
Easy trails are being cleared out and an ample supply of
wood is being gathered to keep the camp fire burning.

What’s new?
Sunday events and, as the major event, consisting of the
California amateur ski jumping competition was held at
Wrightwood on Sunday afternoon, it is safe to state that
the majority of these cars entered our resort.
From an advertising standpoint, Wrightwood received
incalculable results. The event was given widespread
publicity, not only locally and in the state papers, but
throughout the nation”.
The next day the year’s heaviest snowfall came to
town, dropping three feet of new snow on the ski jump,
two feet in the village, bringing traffic to a standstill.
The Winter Carnival was concluded just in time!
Going back five years before the Carnival, the
November 1927 issue of the Wrightwood Mountain
Zephyrs newspaper carries a story about the Twin
Toboggan Slides. Editor Myrtle Hiltabrand writes that
“Great interest is being taken in the big twin toboggan
slide that is now being constructed by the Wrightwood
Commercial Corporation. This slide will be more than
1000 feet in length, as straight as an arrow for most of
its length, and is being built with the idea of safety,
speed and efficiency. The slide is being made in the

Cedar St Twin Toboggan Slides c. 1930's
Restrooms will be installed, and there will be parking
space at the end of the excellent road that has been built
so that there will be as few tie-ups as possible, each
machine being free to go and come at the will of the
driver at all times”.
In a previous news article Editor Hiltabrand indicated
that Snow-Flower Canyon was between Acorn and
Heath Canyons. It is believed by long-time residents
that Snow-Flower Canyon might actually be what is
known today as Cedar Street. In any case, the early
residents of Wrightwood seemed to enjoy a variety of
winter sports right in the Village, including ice-skating
on the Twin Lakes, usually concluding with the roasting
of marshmallows and hot dogs over a bonfire and
generally having a good time!
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Welcome to Wrightwood 1932

Buford Wright’s cabin 1928 (now Mile High Pizza)
Ads from the 1965 Lions’ Directory
- note the CHestnut-9 (249) prefixes

Witch (Corresp Secy) Kathleen
Flanagan; & Hyrum, Nathan, Kairee
& mom Cindee Smith

VP Jon Hermann Chok-lits, anyone?

Unnamed victims

Beat this Deal!
- In the 1931 Wrightwood News
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Telephones (continued from page 1)
2 stations in 1936.”
In 1937 G.S. Corpe and his family moved to
Wrightwood and took over the management of the
Wrightwood Lodge. At this time there were only 3
PT&T phones in town, located at the Lodge, the
Wrightwood Store and Luker’s Place on Highway 2.
The phone at the Lodge was in a booth in the lobby and
was on the San Bernardino line. To make a call you
had to put in a dime to ring the operator, who would
answer “San Bernardino, may I help you?”After giving
the number, she would tell you how much money to
put in, then would ring the number. Many out-of-town
numbers could be called from this pay phone Soon
Mr. Corpe began installing a “volunteer” or
“convenience” telephone service to a few places in the
village. He accomplished this by running lines from
tree to tree, sometimes ending up on properties that
didn’t want lines in their trees and having to take them
down. If someone wanted a phone, Mr. Corpe would
assist by telling the applicant that when time was
available and weather permitted, if the applicant was
willing to scale a tree to help run the line, they would
get their phone installed. There was no charge for this
phone service.
By 1947 there were several phones in town,
designated by numbers such as Wrightwood 10,
Wrightwood 2 etc. The January 1949 issue of The
Pine Needle newspaper carried ads with the following
Wrightwood phone numbers: Wrightwood Company
(Lloyd Nix) WW1; Wrightwood Lodge, WW2;
Wrightwood Lumber, WW7; Mason Realtors, WW8;
Mr.and Mrs. G.S. Corpe, WW10; Wrightwood
Cottages, WW12; Wrightwood Sales and
Development, WW13. The telephones were known as
Magneto phones, a wooden box that contained two 6
volt DC batteries to carry the voice and a crank that
would generate electricity to ring the bell. There was a
“code” system of long and short rings that would tell
the person or business when to answer their phone.
Long-time resident Pat Krig shared her 1947-48 list:
FIRE - 1 long
TRACT OFFICE
- 1 short
STORE - 2 short
LODGE - 3 short
CAFÉ - 4 short
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CORPE - 2 short, 1 long
BLUM - 1 long, 2 short
NIX - 1 long, 1 short, 1 long
MILLER - 2 long, 1 short
STEELE - 1 short, 1 long, 1 short
CORPE, EDSEL - 3 short, 1 long
SPRINGER, FRANK & TRIOL, TOM
- 1 long, 3 short;
The list was typed on a 3 x 5" card and placed on the
wall close to the phone.
During the 1940's it was difficult to get a phone
because of the war. If you already had one you could
keep it, but new ones were only issued to doctors,
policemen and firemen, with few exceptions. When
phones became available in the ‘50's they were limited
to houses or businesses on Highway 2 or Park Drive. In
1958 Harry and Pat Krig had to move to a property at
the top of Park in order to get a phone, which was
necessary for Harry’s position in the Air Force. Without
a phone they would have been required to move down
to George Air Force Base.
Telephones were on a party line. You could pick up
the receiver and “listen in” to others telling of the latest
news or gossip.When you wanted to make a call, you’d
pick up the receiver, listen to see if anyone was on the
line, hang up the receiver then turn the crank with the
designated number of rings (1 short, 1 long etc.).
Again according to Vic Sumner, “By 1954 there were
23 stations. This number increased to 58 in 1960 when
California Interstate Telephone Co. took over. They
built a modern dial system using microwave
transmission to Victorville. Thus ended the era of
wooden wall sets with hand powered magnetic ringers.”
In 1960, California Interstate Telephone Co. (later
bought and absorbed by Contel) constructed the
microwave link between Wrightwood and Victorville,
furnishing the Wrightwood Exchange service area with
connection to the Nation’s communication network.
(continued on page 9 - please see “Telephones”)
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Telephones (continued from page 8)
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garage or attic, the Museum would appreciate being
able to complete their collection.

Many stories are told about Wrightwood’s
telephone history. Pat Corpe Krig has a
wealth of knowledge regarding the early
days because she has lived here since 1937.
Another person with historical knowledge
is Vic Sumner, Pioneer Telephone
Historian, who tells an interesting story
about his job with the phone company:
“During my employment with the Pacific
Bell Telephone Company I had occasion to
work on the lines to Wrightwood. In 1953
I removed a telephone at Jackson Lake and
later, after Contel took over, I removed yet
another set which had been abandoned in a
1964 map of the Tri-Community celebrating new phone service to farm house on the lower end of Lone Pine
the Cajon Valley.
Canyon. I believe it was 1938 when a
snowstorm took down the lines along Lone
Rotary dial phones replaced the Magneto wooden
Pine road.
box phones. Numbers were assigned with the prefix
We sent out two linemen to clear the problem. They
of CHestnut 9, then 4 digits. When the system was
didn’t have snowshoes and became unable to continue
first installed, it was only necessary to dial the 4
on or go back. Luckily they found the ranch house
digits, such as 3483. Later on, one had to dial CH9,
where today you can see the remains of an old gas
which represented “249", then the 4 digits. In 1968/69
station. They were offered shelter and food. Because
an area code of 714 was added to the Wrightwood
they had no way to report their conditions, their boss
area, changed in 1983/84 to 619, then later changed to
became alarmed and sent out a crew in a 4 wheel
the current 760. In 2009 another change came about
drive line truck with chains to effect the rescue and go
that required the dialing of 1; then the area code and
on to clear the trouble. Service was our business!”
number - even for local calls. The Wrightwood
Thanks to Vic for that story. Fortunately, the phone
Exchange included Big Pines, Phelan, Pinon Hills,
lines are now underground in Lone Pine Canyon!
Lone Pine Canyon, Cajon Junction and West Cajon
Valley.
Telephone service has certainly changed since the
early phones of 1928. Many households now rely
solely on cell phones, having discontinued the home
“base” phone. Even with the many changes that have
taken place, the Timberline Lion’s Club still publishes
a yearly telephone directory covering the TriCommunity area. The first directory of Wrightwood
was published in 1964, compiled by Tom Pinard,
Grant Cornelius and Gil Fisher. The very interesting
story of how the directory was put together is written
in the March 2013 issue of The Wright Times. Now,
51 years later, the directory contains 188 pages
compared to 36 pages in 1964.! An almost complete
set of phone directories is housed at the Wrightwood
Museum. Missing from the collection are the years
The Timberline Lion’s Club has been publishing
‘61-‘62, ‘62-‘63, ‘67-‘68, ‘86-‘87, 2003-‘04 and
directories of this area since 1964 - with phone
2004-‘05. If these copies should turn up in someone’s
numbers since 1965.
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WHS Board of Directors
John Lenau, President
Jonathan Hermann, Vice President
Margaret Ashworth, Secretary
Marja Anderson, Treasurer
Kathleen Flanagan, Corresp. Secretary
Frances Baker, Member at Large
Stuart Baker, Member at Large
Lee Parde, Member at Large
Please send all questions and concerns to John Lenau
at jalkd1@yahoo.com , 760-249-4650,
or Box 486, Wrightwood CA 92397-0486.
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WHS Committees
Maintenance - John Lenau
Membership - Fred Van Houten
Museum Volunteers - Frances Baker
Newsletter - Fred Van Houten
Refreshments - Marja Anderson
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