
THE BLACKWOOD

Times
 Keeping the Community Informed since 1994 ISSUE 310   •   JANUARY 2021

Unite Councils
on the agenda

Local resident and artist, John Denlay, 
has been instrumental in a number 

of creative works on fences in 
Hawthorndene.  This was his latest project 

at the Oval in the lead up to Christmas.  
See story pg 2.

see story pg 3
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395 Main Road,  Coromandel Valley 
www.blackwoodlandscapefirewood.com.au

8278 6133
Let our dedicated team advise you 
on your next garden, landscaping 

or retaining wall project - or we can 
recommend many experienced local 
tradespersons to do the job for you.

l Soils & Building products
l Mulch & Composts
l Sand & Metals
l Artificial lawn
l Raised garden beds
FREE LOAN TRAILERS* conditions apply
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Introducing 
Dr Ashley Nattrass
to our practice 

and local 
community.

Consulting Tues – Sat 

Dr Ashley Nattrass is an experienced 
family GP who welcomes new patients 
and urgent appointments.

Looking for a local business
or tradesman ... checkout

‘Phone LocaL’
on pages 10 & 11

243 Main Rd Blackwood
Phone 8278 5341

$

$

SAUVIGNON
     BLANC

*On presentation of this voucher.  
Special valid to 31 January 2021.

3 for $45*
Normally $19.99 each
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Amended Library design meets reduced budget

Oval display spells out important message

make sure your business is in the 
bLackwood business directory for 2021?

4 The popular print version of  the directory is now available 
on-line at www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au

4 Fast, easy and available while your on the move -
view on your tablet, mobile phone & computer

For more information, phone Miles on 0428 246 824 or 
email: info@blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au

2
0
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0

    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

FREEFREE

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory
.com.au

WE NEED YOU

THE Blackwood Community Hub and Library 
proposal has taken a major step forward to 
receiving State funding, following a near unani-
mous decision by Mitcham Council to back a 
new $12M design.

This decision was reached at Special Council 
Meeting on Tuesday 14 December, 2020 after a 
$8 million reduction to the original design cost 
was moved by Cr Adriana Christopolous last 
month, citing concern of the impact upon rate 
payers following a challenging year.

This is a motion to do detailed designs, not to 
construct or build. That will come if Mitcham 
Council also receive $5M of State funding in 
the $100M SA Government Grants program to 
build infrastructure. 

The new proposal is to be progressed to a 
concept design, inclusive of floor plans, exter-
nal elevations and three exterior 3-dimensional 
perspective images of the proposed design and 
cost estimate.

The design will see a new two storey Hub 
and Library building on the current Blackwood 
Community Centre site on Waite Street Reserve, 
with a ground floor library, and community cen-
tre on the upper floor.

Set to be included in the new design are: 
* A community centre of approx. 386 sq ms
* A library of approx 1254 sq ms
* No roof top terrace
* Gallery (approx $150,000 - $200,000)
* Maker Space (approx $125,000)
* Informat ion Desk (approx $75,000-

$100,000)
* Kitchen Servery (approx $250,000)
* Toy Library (approx $150,000 - $200,000)

* Library lounge/reading (approx 
$150,000 - $175,0000).

Mitcham Mayor, Dr Heather 
Holmes-Ross noted that although 
the budget had been reduced, the 
outcome was an extraordinary 
boon for the community.

“”While I have, and would have 
endorsed a larger hub, the compo-
sition of the Chamber is such that 
it only ever had marginal support.  
Now that we have created a com-
promise, that will still serve the 
community beautifully.

“We will get a stunning build 
which will be a meaningful com-
munity space, a fully functional 
modern library, and also it will 
activate the precinct, which was 
the second design attribute we were hoping to 
achieve.”

The Blackwood Community Hub and 
Waite Street Reserve Project, which was first 
made public in 2016, has long been touted as 
an important catalyst for reinvigorating the 
Blackwood business district. 

It aims to provide a community facility and 

reserve that creates a precinct offering recrea-
tional, social, educational, and lifelong learning 
opportunities, as well as the activation of the 
economic heart of Blackwood.

“I’m really proud after 30 years of planning, 
we have come to a point of agreement as a 
council on this, it is an extraordinary achieve-
ment. All the councillors and residents should 
be proud of this outcome,” said Heather.

The amended designs will come back before 

Council on January 19 in time for endorsement 
from State Government funding grants.

“We feel very confident this is exactly the 
type of project the State are looking for, and we 
will be looking at including Waite St Reserve in 
our grant application,” added Heather.

The project is still dependant on State fund-
ing, which will match Mitcham Council contri-
bution, dollar for dollar, in order to get it off the 
ground.               p

AS PART of Mitcham Council’s revamped 
Christmas celebrations, they have organised 
and installed a number of Christmas related 
art projects around the district.

One such project is by a local artist who 
has already been responsible for the popular 
and colourful ribbon displays that adorned the 
fences around the tennis courts at Apex Park.

“I had great feedback on my Four Seasons 
of Play artwork at Apex Park,” said artist 
and local resident, John Denlay.  “And I have 
been touched by all the positive messages I 
received whilst I was installing the Christmas 
fence art.  

“When the Council invited artists to put 
forward expressions of interest for fence art-
works, I jumped at the opportunity.

“I love presenting artworks on chain wire 
fences. They are a diagonal grid that lends 

itself to large scale pixel art, such as the cup 
words, or threaded art, such as the ribbon 
trees.”

John has used a combination of repurposed 
materials in reusable cups and ribbons in his 
design and he was able to rearrange the cups 
to change from one word to another.

“Leading up to Christmas I find the words 
“Hope”, “Joy”, “Peace” and “Love” powerful 
and timeless.  I love using them at Christmas 
time as it reminds me that Christmas can 
be a great time for reflection and renewal,” 
explained John.

“Given how challenging this year has been 
for many, many people, they are especially 
important words this Christmas.

“My aim was to make the artwork dynamic 
and encourage passers by to look out for the 
next change,” added John.                             p◆  Photo - Wording on the fence was changed regularly 

to keep passersby interested

Hub & Library downgrade is shameful

It was of great disappointment to read in the December edition of The 
Blackwood Times that the proposed Blackwood Community Hub and 
Library is going back to the drawing board and having its funds totally 
slashed.

It is appalling that a community as large and diverse as Blackwood, 
keeps getting the crumbs whilst Mitcham itself eats the cake. 

The community in Blackwood has supported the Mitcham Shopping 
Centre redevelopment, and through rate payers, have helped pay for 
upgrades to the Mitcham Council and the Mitcham Community Centre 
and Library, yet when its our turn, we have to settle on a poverty budget 
centre/library. 

It’s also appalling that some private schools are provided funding to 
build school community sports/arts centres to the tune of $20-30 million, 
whilst local public schools also get the short end of the stick.

This is a clear example of why Blackwood should have its own coun-
cil, or that all city councils should be amalgamated into a single city 
council. 

I have always been supporting of the Mitcham community and 
the council, and believe that the council should be willing to support 
Blackwood, given that it is a growing community with increased resi-
dence in the hills and Craigburn Farm.

It is a community that will need extra resources and facilities and to 
have the proposed community centre/library downgraded, is shameful.

 Goran Cenic,  Craigburn Farm

- Letters to the editor

by James Swanborough

Don’t forget to mention 
The Blackwood Times 

when you contact a business
you read about in 

this newspaper - thank you

https://www.thomasgas.com.au
http://www.thomasgas.com.au
http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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IN THE wake of a heated debate between Mitcham Council 
members representing the plains and hills regarding the devel-
opment of the Blackwood Community Hub & Library last 
month, one plains councillor has brought a motion to investi-
gate the possibility of Council amalgamations and/or boundary 
adjustments with the City of Mitcham.

“At a time when the South Australian government is asking 
us to look at our ward structures and find savings, I am ask-
ing the Council to work with neighbouring councils to look at 
a joint investigation to explore options for future community 
opportunities,” said Cr Adriana Christopoulos, who raised the 
motion.

Christopoulos said it was an opportune time to consider this, 
as other councils are also undertaking representation reviews, 
with Adelaide Hills Council looking into their boundaries, 
including parts of Mitcham. 

“This Council has for a number of years struggled with bal-
ancing the needs and managing the expectations of differing 
communities of interest between the hills and the plains,” said 
Adriana.

“I believe that the time has come to explore what the benefits 
to the community will be, if we were to recast council bounda-
ries. Recasting council boundaries needs to be considered to 
ensure every dollar of ratepayer money is wisely spent and syn-
ergies are maximised, and if the outcomes would substantially 
outweigh the costs.”

While Cr Christopoulos cited “apparently irreconcilable 
interest differences between the hills and the plains,” Mitcham 
Mayor, Dr Heather Holmes-Ross stated she believed residents 
would rather see efforts be made to get the job done effectively 
than fund costly investigations.

 “I think that our ratepayers would prefer us to get on with 
providing efficient services than to be talking about amalgama-
tions with other councils,” said Heather. 

“Even creating a report into it will cost time and money, and 
I think our residents would rather we got on with the job of pro-
viding services, rather than looking into alternatives that will 
cost time and money, and take the focus of the business away 
from our core responsibilities.”

Heather noted that while there had been disagreements,  
Mitcham had made considerable progress over the past year. 

“ I feel Mitcham Council has never been stronger- we have 
met the challenges of Covid; have been leaders in what we have 
done in sustainability; and we now have managed to come to an 
agreement over the Blackwood Hub & Library build on Waite 
Reserve.  

“For me, I think why would we want to carve 
up Mitcham now?” - Mitcham Mayor

Heather stated that while there was a perceived disconnect 
between Hills and Plains in their interests, moving the upper 
portion of Mitcham into Adelaide Hills council zone would 
create a much wider conflict in delivery of services.

“Adelaide Hills area consists essentially of a series of ham-

lets, while we are a peri-urban area.  If the argument is about 
community interest, the delivery of services is going to be 
totally different.”

Community sentiment for the idea reflected a range of opin-
ions, with concerns for rate change and services being the most 
common point of discussion. 

“I have no desire to join with a hills council,” said one 
Hawthorndene resident in a social media post. 

“These discussions should only be started if the following 
two golden rules are agreed. No household would be moved 
to a council that charges higher rates. No household would be 
moved to a council that does not offer the same, or better core 
services such as weekly rubbish collections, green bin collec-
tions, hard rubbish collections and free use of the Lynton rub-
bish depot.”

Another resident reflected the sentiment that councillors 
should rise above their differences to do the best for their com-
munity. “The intention seems to be driven by the Hills - Plains 
divide in the Mitcham LGA. I am not sure that the divide 
would be great enough to drive Hills residents to join with 
Onkaparinga. The Coromandel and Flagstaff Hills residents 
in Onkaparinga have often felt poorly served, being on the 
fringe of the Onkaparinga LGA, leading on occasions to seces-
sion rumblings.  I believe the key is utilising the Hills - Plains 
rivalry in Mitcham in a constructive way, and ensuring both 
communities are well served and resourced.”

The ‘Council amalgamation’ debate is planned to come 
before Mitcham Council in their January 19 meeting.     p

REGULAR users of Shepherds Hill Road 
will have noticed that some of the stobie 
poles have been enhanced with colourful 
murals.

About 12 months ago, some Blackwood 
Action Group (BAG) members, inspired 
by Stobie Pole murals along Rosetta 
Street in West Croydon, decided that this 
idea could possibly be emulated on the 
approach roads to Blackwood.

The concept took a while to come to 
fruition, but when local Art Groups were 
approached, it was obvious that the plan 
was overwhelmingly supported. Many 
artists welcomed the opportunity to get 
involved and already some outstanding 
works have been produced.

The project got underway once approv-
al was received from the Department of 
Transport & Infrastructure, with funding 
secured from BAG, and generous support 
from the Coromandel Valley Rotary Club 
and City of Mitcham.

Poles on both sides of Shepherds Hill 
Road from the Precious Cargo Childcare 
Centre to the Colebrook Reconciliation 
Reserve, will have murals painted on 
cement boards and attached in due course. 

BAG volunteers began installing col-
ourful murals on stobie poles near 
Wittunga Botanic Garden on Shepherds 
Hill Road.

In addition to the many local art-
ists contributions, it is planned to invite 
Blackwood Schools’ students and an 
indigenous artist to participate on poles 
adjacent to their respective sites.

The metal frames on the poles were 
prepared and rubbed down, painted with 
an anti-rust undercoat and top coated with 
an acrylic burgundy colour (Mitcham 
Council’s colour for Blackwood) pro-
viding an attractive framework for the 
murals to be attached to.

“We began attaching the finished art 
works to their allocated stobie poles dur-
ing the lead up to Christmas last year.  
In total we plan to install artworks on 
around 60 stobie poles along the main 
roads in the Blackwood district.

“It was a long-awaited exciting addi-
tion to Blackwood’s streetscape -  and 
a welcome “Christmas present” to the 
Blackwood community from BAG; after 
everyone had endured such a challenging 
year,” added Geoff.                                p

by James Swanborough

Your independent voice in Canberra!

Rebekha Sharkie MP
Federal Member for Mayo

Electorate Office located at 
1/72 Gawler Street, Mount Barker

 www.rebekhasharkie.com.au 
          Rebekha.Sharkie.MP@aph.gov.au | 08 8398 5566
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Proudly representing the communities of the Hills, 
including Hawthorndene and Craigburn Farm

Hub divide fuels amalgamation proposal

Stobie poles get artistic makeovers

shoP LocaL

suPPort LocaL

For a comprehensive 
listing of contact details 
for local businesses & 
tradespeople .... view

Blackwood Business & 
Trade direcTory

Simply go to:
blackwoodbusiness

directory.com.au
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

FREEFREE

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory
.com.au

WE NEED YOU

◆  Photo - (from left)  BAG volunteers, Geoff Bartlett, Therese 
Kemmelfield and Liz Bartlett putting up the first of the murals 
to be installed on stobie poles near Wittunga Botanic Garden 
on Shepherds Hill Road, Eden Hills

http://www.rebekhasharkie.com.au
http://harcourtspackham.com.au
http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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In 2020, the focus of the Blackwood Action Group 
History Subcommittee’s regular articles is on the Parks 
and Reserves spread across the Mitcham Hills district.

THE BELAIR National Park was a popular escape 
from the plains in the summer heat.  

In 1910, The Register commented that the Park was 
accessed “by drag or trap, or by train, eight pence return 
on excursion days” but “in the evening, people often 
have to wait till several trains have passed before they 
can get a seat.”    

The National Park became the place to go for the 
annual outing by companies, government departments, 
associations, and for school picnics, Sunday School pic-
nics, as well as family groups.  

The picnic outing often preceded the annual close-
down of the business over summer in a time before air-
conditioning; taking place pre-Christmas to Australia 
Day. Many workplaces had sports teams and an annual 
picnic was usually accompanied by a cricket match, a 
tug-of-war and races for the children.   

The ‘new’ technique of photography for large groups 
was used at many of these events.  The Photographs 
Collection of the State Library of South Australia 
(https://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/photographs) puts an interesting per-
spective on the users of the National Park and its importance in 
the social history of South Australia.  

Company picnics and sports days included: A. Simpson & 
Sons (1893), Marine Board (1909), Taxation Department Cricket 
matches (1904, 1910, 1920, Association for the Advancement 
of Science (1912).  After WW1, visiting sailors enjoyed a pic-

nic in Belair National Park (1920), a Royal Navy sailors picnic 
in 1922, and Men of the Royal Naval Reserve in 1923.  The 
Federal Master Bakers’ Association held their 9th Annual 
Conference in Adelaide and “on the afternoon of Monday 
27 October 1913 members . . and their families . . travelled to 
Long Gully, Belair National Park, where a reception was held by 
the Adelaide branch of the association”.    

The National Park remained an important social venue, 
with the St Bede’s Semaphore church picnic (1933), the 
Ozone Theatres Annual picnic and filming of a Golden 
Wedding picnic (1937) and the Henley Beach Council pic-
nic and tug-of-war in 1950.     

“The circumstances under which the idea of a 
Government Farm materialised, and subsequently expand-
ed into the National Park as a heritage of the people, are 
of sufficient importance to be chronicled” claimed the 
Blackwood Magazine of July 1914.   

The National Park had come from land the provincial 
government acquired in 1840, for a Government Farm to 
grow fodder for horses and bullocks transporting gold from 
Victoria.  

By 1844, financial stringency resulted in the sale of 
the western Sections, north and south of what is now 
Laffers Road. With access provided by the railway in 
1880s, the demand for land gave further incentive for the 
cash-strapped colony to “cut up the Government farm into 
small holdings”.   

“Fortunately a storm of public opinion prevented this 
being done. Among the opponents were Messrs. W. Gooch, 
S. Dixon, A. McDonald, M.P., Sir Edwin Smith, . . . the 
Australian Natives’ Association and the Field Naturalists’ 

Section of the Royal Society’ who realised the vast importance 
of preserving the spot as a national recreation ground”.  

And in 1891, Parliament set up a National Park, only the sec-
ond to be so declared in Australia.

❏  For more information on BAG activities, phone 0408 117 003 or 
visit their website at : www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au

People power prevented land being
carved up into small holdings

◆  Photo - The ‘Ozone Theatres Annual Picnic held in the Belair National Park 1937 
- one of the many organisations who used the Park for their picnic and sports day.

Time to step up to ‘Clean Up’
REGISTRATIONS for Australia’s larg-
est community-based environmental 
event, Clean Up Australia Day (Sunday 
7th March 2021), are now open at www.
cleanup.org.au

The opening of registrations comes 
as Covid-19 restrictions that have sig-
nificantly impacted local environments 
are easing.  

There has never been a better time to 
tackle the surge in single-use disposa-
ble items, such as takeaway coffee cups, 
food packaging, masks and sanitised 
wipes; all of which have polluted our 
local parks, bushland, streets, water-
ways and beaches.

Research reveals more than 1 in 3 
Australian households self-identified 
as producing more packaging waste 
during lockdown periods compared to 
previous years, and more than 1 in 2 
reported they are now more concerned 
about product packaging waste than 
they were in 2019.

Clean Up Austral ia Chairman, 
Ms Pip Kiernan, says now is the time 
for all Australians to Step Up to Clean 
Up, to help protect and conserve local 
environments.

“This year has seen disruption to our 
lives, not least of all to our local envi-
ronments which have been impacted by 
increased uptake of single-use, dispos-
able items,” said Ms Kiernan.

In response to Covid-19, additional 
conditions will be put in place to ensure 
the health and safety of ‘Clean Up’ 
volunteers, including set limits to vol-
unteer numbers per event, and ‘Clean 
Up’ kits will now include QR codes 
for registration on the day and hand 
sanitiser, plus bags and gloves for every 
volunteer.

The announcement of early-bird reg-
istrations follows heightened calls this 
year for more sustainable pathways for 
the nation, which include increased 
attention on 100% reusable, recyclable 
or compostable household packaging 
within the next decade.

If you can’t join a Clean Up group, 
Ms Kiernan urges you to make a dona-
tion to Clean Up Australia. 100% of 
funds raised through donations are allo-
cated to the provision of educational 
resources and clean up materials pro-
vided free of charge to community, 
school and youth groups across the 
nation, all year round.

p  To register your Clean Up, sign up to a 
Clean Up campaign or donate.  
For more information, please visit www.
cleanup.org.au 
* Clean Up Australia Day – Sunday 

7 March
* Business Clean Up Day – Tuesday
 2 March
* Schools Clean Up Day – Friday 5 March

Simply send an email request to:
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

and you will be added to our growing list
(No details are passed on to third parties or used for other purposes ... you can have your details removed from our list at any time)
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Hub has millions 

cut from $20M build

Last month at a heated Mitcham Council full meeting, a decision was made to 

reduce Hub & Library budget from $20M to $10M-$12M.  See story pg 3.

see story pg 3

Check out all the great 

‘CHRISTMAS Specials’

on back page ....
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CHRISTMAS 
TRADING

Dec 24 – 8am-2pm

Dec 25, 26 & 27– CLOSED

Dec 28, 29 & 30 – 
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Dec 31 – 10am-2pm

Jan 1 – CLOSED

Jan 2 – Normal trading
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Blackwood Lingerie 
364 Shepherds Hill Rd Blackwood  

Ph 8278 4509    (next to Woolworths in Arcade)

www.blackwoodlingerie.com.au

Heading to the

beach over summer?

Swimwear available in sizes 08-30

1 piece - separates - rashies - sarongs

Blackwood Lingerie has you covered!

Up to 80% off 
selected styles

starting from
$5 cash

(while stocks last)

Hours:  9:30-5 M-F and 9-3 Sat
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The Blackwood Times

Have it emailed to you on the 1st of  every month

Protect our natural environment
by Andrew Tidswell
blAckwood Group

WE are well into summer 
now and have been sub-
jected to some significant 
hot weather, with more to 
come.

As our climate warms, 
having a healthy natural 
environment will become 
more important.

The black bitumen roads and footpaths, dark 
coloured roofs and hard surfaces all add to the 
‘heat island’ effect, where the hot sun significantly 
increases temperatures in our neighbourhoods.   

Large trees reduce this effect by shading the 
hard surfaces and providing natural evaporative 
cooling effect through moisture transpiration from 
the leaves.  In fact, lots of greenery helps cool our 
homes in hot weather.

We are fortunate in the hills to have a lot of trees.   
The City of Mitcham has been recognised as a 
‘Tree City of the World’ because of the high levels 
of tree canopy cover in the council area.

We need to be vigilant however, to protect this 
as there is always pressure to remove big trees (by 
developers and governments when it suits their 
other priorities).  

The greatest amount of open space and hence 
land for big trees is in domestic backyards, not in 
parks and reserves, so every big tree we can plant 
and protect in our garden is important.   Given the 
number of properties being subdivided, the land 
available for big trees is reducing.   

There should be some protec-
tion in our new planning code for 
large existing trees, but that is a 
separate story.

Not everyone has a big prop-
erty, but every garden can be a 
place that makes a difference in 
keeping our environment cooler in summer, in pro-
viding habitat for birds and other creatures.  

Mitcham Council provides a guide of suitable 
plants for the hills - www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.
au/environment/managing-our-environment/hills-
planting-guide

Native gardens with a wide variety of plants pro-
vide the best habitat for native birds.   Manicured 
environments tend to attract only exotic birds. 
Native plants and native creatures have evolved 
together over thousands of years supporting each 
other’s survival.  State Flora provides a guide to 
native plants - www.stateflora.sa.gov.au/the-aus-
tralian-garden

Plants that occur naturally in our area (or from a 
similar climate zone) require less water, as they are 
designed to cope with natural rainfall. 

Avoid artificial grass as it can get unbearably 
hot in summer, kills the soil and degrades into fine 
plastic fibres over time.

As we live in an area of bushfire risk, it is worth 
considering fire resistant plants.  State Flora 
again provides valuable guidance - www.state-
flora.sa.gov.au/the-australian-garden/why-choose-
native-plants/bushfire-resistance

p  Check their website for more information about what 
the organisation is and what it does: 
https://www.sustainablecommunitiessa.org.au
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VISITORS to Wittunga Botanic Garden at Eden 
Hills are enjoying new garden upgrades with 
more exciting changes yet to come.

The iconic Blackwood estate received the 
$750,000 funding boost as part of the Adelaide 
City Deal, a partnership between the Australian 
and state governments, and the City of Adelaide.

The deal has already led to the creation of a 
new accessible lakeside trail and improvements to 
the lake’s beach area, making it easier for visitors 
to connect with nature.

Visitors will soon enjoy a new viewing platform 
over the lake and a nature playspace area being 
planned, along with a suite of other enhance-
ments.

Families and nature-lovers can already enjoy 
the fruits of this funding through a peaceful walk 
around the lake perimeter, or for the little ones, 
paddle play at the lakeside beach.

And this year, a platform over the lake will 
give a new vantage point from which to enjoy 
nature, and children will be discovering more 
about the environment through brand new nature 
play spaces.

Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium Director, Dr Lucy 
Sutherland, said horticultural staff are also using the fund-
ing to renew the plant collections..

Following extensive consultation and consideration of the 
public interest in the beautiful Wittunga Botanic Garden, 
visitors now have more time to enjoy these gardens with an 
extension to opening hours for a one-year trial. 

From October last year, Wittunga Botanic Garden opened 
to the public from 8.30am to 7pm every day, allowing extra 
time for the public access to the garden in the warmer 
months. 

Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium Deputy Director, 
Dr Leonie Scriven, said she encourages everyone to make 
the most of the extended hour’s trial to enjoy a special part 
of the Mitcham Hills.  “With the much loved Wittunga 
Botanic Garden now being open for longer, visitors will be 
able to experience all of the jewels this garden has to offer,” 
Dr Scriven said. 

“It will also provide time to learn about the important 
plant conservation work of the Botanic Gardens and State 
Herbarium.” 

While there has been an increase in visitor numbers to 
Wittunga Botanic Garden over the last year, it is anticipated 
that the extended opening hours and new garden upgrades 
will establish more opportunities and see a further increase 
in visitor demand. 
p  For more information visit www.botanicgardens.sa.gov.au

‘BUY Now Pay Later’ (BNPL) 
lenders such as Afterpay, ZipPay 
and Payright must be regulated 
by the same consumer protec-
tion laws as other credit provid-
ers, Federal Member for Mayo, 
Rebekha Sharkie told Federal 
Parliament last month.

In a mot ion put forward 
before Parliament closed for the 
Christmas break, Rebekha said 
the number of Australians using 
BNPL services had nearly dou-
bled in the past 12 months and yet 
there was no regulatory frame-
work to make sure they could 
afford it, and no protection if they 
couldn’t.

“The social and economic 
impact from Australians caught 
in the debt cycle thanks to Buy 
Now Pay Later lenders such as 
Af terpay, ZipPay, Openpay, 
Payright and BrightePay is going 
to be enormous,” Rebekha said.

“The Buy Now Pay Later 
industry is a financial 

tsunami waiting to happen”
- Rebekha Sharkie

“ASIC found that one in 
five consumers using Afterpay 
received late fees in the last 
12 months, resulting in over 
$43 million in late fees for the 
2018-2019 financial year.

“Most people who missed a 
payment had been using multiple 
BNPL services in the previous 
six months and nearly 40 per cent 

also had a payday loan,’ added 
Rebekha.

“These lenders are not bound 
by responsible lending obliga-
tions, but they should be.

“This sector is not subject to 
the National Consumer Credit 
Protection Act because the credit 
terms are short and no interest is 
charged.

“However, that doesn’t stop late 
fees and when they need to take 
out a loan to pay those late fees, 
where do they go? They go to get 
a small loan credit contract, and 
then they can pay up to a 200 per 
cent increase.

“These credit providers told 
ASIC that no more than one per 
cent of their customers had been 
in financial hardship during 
COVID-19, but that is clearly not 
borne out by the facts in the ASIC 
report.

“ASIC also found that 20 per 
cent of all BNPL consumers 
surveyed said they had cut back 
or went without essentials, like 
meals, to make their payments.

“We are failing Australians 
during one of the most significant 
economic crises in a generation if 
we do not act now to regulate this 
industry.”                    p
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Discover the Guardian difference and book a tour today. 
Enrolling now, visit guardian.edu.au or call 13 82 30.

Guardian Childcare & Education

More than Play

Coromandel Valley

Guardian Childcare & Education 
Coromandel Valley is a brand-new, 
purpose-built facility that offers an inspiring 
and stimulating early learning environment 
for children aged six weeks to six years.

Opened in August 2020, the Centre 
features expansive, light-filled environments, 
an on-site cook, a spacious outdoor 
area with water play, and pram and car 
parking areas for convenient drop-off and 
pick-up. The centre also offers a leading 
Kindergarten Program led by university 
qualified teachers.

Longer hours for visitors to 
enjoy garden upgrades 

Act now to protect
vulnerable consumers 
during economic crisis

Shop local and save
Support local business after so many 
have been impacted by THE VIRUS!!

Here’s to a healthy & 
safe 2021 for all

https://bit.ly/3dGBX4I


6 - JANUARY 2021 www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

THE Fire Danger Season has officially 
commenced for all South Australian 
districts as the Country Fire Service 
introduces a new colour and icon 
scheme to align the state with a nation-
al warnings code.

Emergency Services Minister, Vincent Tarzia 
said Fire Danger Seasons have now begun 
in the Mount Lofty Ranges, Adelaide Metro, 
Kangaroo Island and Lower South East districts.

“The Marshall Government acted swiftly 
after last season’s devastating bushfires, imple-
menting a $97.5M action plan to strengthen 
South Australia’s resilience against bushfires,” 
said Minister Tarzia.

“New trucks, equipment and technology has 
been rolled out as part of our $97.5M response 
to the Keelty review.  Staff and volunteers of 
the emergency services sector have not missed a 
beat in preparing for the season ahead.” 

South Australia’s independent review, con-
ducted by former Australian Federal Police 
Commissioner Mick Keelty AO, and the Federal 
Royal Commission into National Natural 
Disaster Arrangements, identified the impor-
tance of public warnings during bushfire emer-
gencies.

As a result of ongoing work by CFS 
Information Operations staff, South Australia 
is one of the first states to adopt recommended 
uniform warning symbology and wording.

“This will make official information released 
during bushfires, and other emergency situ-
ations easier to understand, enabling South 
Australians to act quickly, something which we 
know is critical for survival,” Minister Tarzia 
said. 

CFS Deputy Chief Officer Andrew Stark said 
the new warnings system is the result of sev-
eral years of community consultation across the 
country.

“This was a recommendation of the recent 
Royal Commission and the Keelty Review into 
the last bushfire season. I am proud to say that 

our members have taken lead roles in 
this project for the past six years of 
research and development,” Mr Stark 
said.

A new colour scheme and symbolo-
gy set will be adopted across the coun-

try providing consistent public information for 
hazards including bushfires, cyclones, floods, 
severe storms and extreme heat.

 The CFS has integrated the bushfire symbol-
ogy into its warnings and website.

“This project led nationally by CFS is a step 
closer to bringing the whole country under one 
warnings scheme,” Mr Stark said.

“More than 16,500 people were surveyed, 
including more than 3,000 people in South 
Australia, to determine the best warning 
descriptions, colour-coding and symbols to use 
across the nation.

“The research results have led us to move 
away from using blue for Bushfire Advice mes-
sages, as people associated the colour with a 
calming effect,” Mr Stark said.

“The new colour scheme will be yellow for 
Advice messages, orange for Watch and Act 
messages, and red for Emergency Warning mes-
sages.”

There will also be a uniform range of icons 
used, with a triangle identified and introduced 
as the recognised shape for any mapping and 
warning message icons displayed.

“By using a consistent set of icons to identify 
hazards across the country, we will alleviate any 
confusion faced by travellers and those living in 
border communities,” Mr Stark said.

“This will also see an introduction of uniform 
language and directives within the warning 
messages, which will help to provide clear and 
familiar language to members of the public 
who may be in harm’s way and need to act deci-
sively.”
p   For more information on CFS warnings visit: 
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/warnings-and-incidents/
about-cfs-warnings and https://www.facebook.
com/alert.sa.gov.au

New bushfire warning messages 
to be adopted across the country

CHANGES have been made to the way Alert 
SA and the CFS issue warning messages for 
bushfires. 

Timely and accurate advice and warnings 
are an important for the community.  As part 
of a new Australian Warning System, the way 
the symbols are used and displayed on the CFS 
website and the Alert SA app has changed.

There are still three levels of warnings – 
Advice, Watch & Act, and Emergency Warning. 
With the fire season here, it’s important you are 
aware of these changes and what they mean. 
*  bushfire Advice MessAGe  

A Bushfire Advice Message 
will be issued when bushfires 
pose a threat to property or public 
safety, or when:
• a bushfire has been reported 

and we are attending but no further informa-
tion is available

• a bushfire is producing smoke in an area that 
may cause concern to the public

• there is a need to advise of a specific event.
*  bushfire wATch And AcT MessAGe  

A Bushfire Watch and Act 
Message is regularly issued for 
bushfires that pose a localised 
threat to property or public safety 
where:

• a bushfire is threatening or is a potential 
threat to public safety in the immediate area 
of a fire

• a bushfire is producing smoke in an area that 
may cause concern to the public on a day of 
elevated fire danger

• there is a need to advise of a specific event.
*  bushfire eMerGency 
     wArninG MessAGe  

Bushfire Emergency Warning 
Messages will be issued for wide 
area community impact when:
• an uncontrolled bushfire is 

burning under Severe to Catastrophic Fire 
Weather conditions; and

• the risk of loss of life or threat to properties is 
almost certain or has occurred; or

• where special circumstances exist, for exam-
ple when a life or `house has been lost.

*  EmErgEnCy AlErt mEssAgEs
Emergency Alert is an additional tool for 

Emergency Services to use, providing informa-
tion by text and voice messaging to landlines 
and mobile phones. It is used with Bushfire 
Emergency Warning Messages. 

p   Visit cfs.sa.gov.au or alert.sa.gov.au for more 
information about these new warnings.

What do new warning messages mean?

Council want your view on 
Craigburn Farm bushfire exits

TRAFFIC congestion in the 
event of a bushfire has been 
a major point of concern for 
Hills residents for a number 
of years.

Many ‘Blackwood Park’ 
homeowners are frustrated 
at the limited egress options 
to exit the Craigburn Farm 
development.

So Mitcham Council have decided to con-
sult the community on the opening of egress 
points in Craigburn Farm during the bushfire 
season.

While a feasibility study published ear-
lier in the year came back with no conclusive 
solution to provide additional exits, Council 
are seeking approval from the community to 
open egress points through Cummings Street 
one way during the fire danger season.

Due to the topography of the Blackwood 
and Craigburn Farm area, the existing con-
necting road networks into the area extend 
deep into the estate, resulting in long, narrow 
road corridors. 

If these corridors became blocked or 
obstructed in the event of a major fire or 
natural disaster, egress could be impacted. 

The severity of the perceived risk and 
concerns during these times were echoed 
throughout the local community and are fur-
ther exacerbated by the peak period conges-
tion experienced along Coromandel Parade, 
Shepherds Hill Road and Main Road particu-

larly at the ‘Blackwood rounda-
bout’ intersection.

As part of the 2018/2019 
State Budget, funding for 
a feasibility study into the 
Cra igbu r n Fa r m Wester n 
Bypass was allocated. 

Based on the findings of 
the study, it was recommend-
ed that in assessment of the 
size of the residential popula-

tion of the area, emergency bushfire egress 
for Craigburn Farm residents (in particu-
larly west of Grand Boulevard and south of 
Fergusson Avenue) is sufficiently accom-
modated via Craigburn Road and Cumming 
Street or Grand Boulevard to Coromandel 
Parade as the safest route.

However, at the Council meeting held on 
25 August 2020, Council resolved to progress 
with consideration for an additional exit only 
road from either Star Lily Street or Verdelho 
Street to be opened during the declared bush-
fire danger season (generally 1 December to 
30 April).

Conceptual design sketches and a detailed 
traffic assessment have been prepared to eval-
uate the potential impacts of these access 
roads and Mitcham Council are inviting feed-
back from the community.

p Consultation is invited via online survey at 
https://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/future-
city/key-projects/craigburn-farm-western-by-
pass-feasibil ity-study and wil l close 5pm 
Monday 25 January 2021.

by James Swanborough

Next edition out
February 1

4  Check it out online anytime anywhere FREE at : 
www.blackwoodtimes.com au

4  ‘Like Us’ or ‘Follow Us’ on FACEBOOK

4  Have it emailed to you each month -
send request to : info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

4  Pick up a copy from over 35 local businesses
and organisations

- Make sure you tell businesses
if  you see their advert in the newspaper -

THE BLACKWOOD
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Christmas spaces were
enjoyed across district

I N  R E SP ONSE to  t he  a n nu a l 
Christmas Carols normally held at 
Kingswood Oval being postponed until 
December 2021, Mitcham Council 
organised an exciting line-up of alterna-
tive events and activities in December 
last year, to encourage the community 
to get together and enjoy some much-
needed Christmas cheer in a Covid-
safe environment.

Th ree ‘Chr istmas Celebrat ion 
Spaces’ were decked out in lights and 
decorations created by local schools, 
and these spaces also hosted pop-up 
performances and activities.

The activities were held on Waite 
Reserve, Waite Street in Blackwood; 
CC Hood Reserve, El iza Place, 
Panorama; and the Soldiers Memorial 
Gardens at Mitcham Memorial Library, 
Belair Road, Hawthorn.

These Christmas spaces are open to 
Wednesday 6 January 2021, where you 

might still catch pop-up performances 
from local musicians including songs 
by an acapella choir and ukulele per-
formances.  The Mitcham City Brass 
band also performed across the sites 
on Friday nights, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons and evenings. 

Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross 
‘flicked the switch’ to turn on light dis-
plays at each of the three venues on 
Wednesday 9 December, 2020 where 
the community was able to gather to 
celebrate Christmas and the start of the 
New Year.

“These spaces are all about bring-
ing our community together to share in 
some much-needed festive spirit after 
what has been a challenging year for all 
of us,” said Heather. 

“We encourage people to get togeth-
er with friends and family and enjoy 
spending time together in a COVID-
safe environment.”                             p

◆  Photo - (from left)  Mitcham Council Mayor Heather Holmes-Ross with Cr Lindy 
Taeuber ready to ‘flick the switch’ ... turning on the Christmas lights at Waite Reserve in 
Blackwood

Manage your waste responsibly 
when stuck at home during Covid
WHILE we are staying at home more often and self 
isolating during the Covid-19 pandemic, you are encour-
aged to manage your waste responsibly by avoiding, 
reducing, reusing, recycling and composting wherever 
you can!

Here are some tips from the East Waste SA waste 
management organisation:
*  Avoid waste in the first place

By ‘staying at home’ you can minimise the need to 
use face masks, gloves and hand sanitiser. You may 
even consider making your own face masks from old 
fabric or clothing that you have at home. 
*  Avoid food waste, and compost any unwanted or 
spoilt food

As you prepare more home cooked meals let’s be 
smart about how we purchase, prepare and consume 
our food!

Look at what’s in your fridge and pantry before going 
shopping for more; buy only what you need and make a 
shopping list.  

Store that food properly, so it doesn’t go off too soon; 
and, cook and eat the leftovers.

*  Compost / Green bin

Uneaten or inedible food goes in your home compost 
or green bin for composting. 

East Waste Councils could save approx. $2.7M per 
year if all food and compostable materials were placed 
in the green bin rather than in the landfill bin. This 
money could be reinvested into the community.

*  Recycle / Yellow bin

Hand sanitiser bottles, household cleaner bottles and 
aerosol cans can be recycled. 

Other items that can be recycled include hard plastic 
containers; glass bottles and jars; tins, cans and aero-
sols; aluminium foil trays and wrapping (scrunched into 
a ball); paper and cardboard; and drink cartons.

Make sure containers are empty and clean with lids 
removed. Collect plastic lids in a clear plastic (PET) bot-
tle for recycling.

*  Waste to landfill (red/blue bin)

Face masks, gloves, all wipes, cleaning cloths and 
sponges.
p  Check out the East Waste website for more information 
at http://www.eastwaste.com.au

Authorised by N. Flint MP, Liberal Party of Australia, Shop 2, 670 Anzac Highway, Glenelg East SA 5045.

Shop 2, 670 Anzac Highway, Glenelg East SA (08) 8374 0511

NicolleFlintLiberalNicolle.Flint.MP@aph.gov.au nicolleflint.com.au

NICOLLE FLINT MP 
Federal Member for Boothby

Royal Commission Update

BE BUSHFIRE READY IN 2021!
Last year was so hard for so many reasons and it began with the Black Summer Bushfires. The fires 
reminded us how important it is to have a plan ready in case of a bushfire.  
 

We can all be bushfire ready 
 
Our South Australian Country Fire Service has an excellent guide that can help you prepare. 
To do your five minute bushfire plan, just visit www.cfs.sa.gov.au/bebushfireready

Thank you to the Sturt Group CFS volunteers who keep our community safe!

I want to again thank everyone in our community who completed my 2020 Bushfire Survey and 
provided feedback for me to submit to the Royal Commission. I also want to thank the Sturt 
Group CFS, whose leaders and volunteers I extensively engaged with. 
 
The Royal Commission reported its findings late last year, and the Morrison Government has  
accepted all 80 recommendations. We have already set about implementing them. 
 
In December we introduced the National Natural Disaster Bills into Parliament which will give the 
Commonwealth new powers to declare a national emergency and to deploy necessary resources. 
 
To learn more, visit: www.pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/pmc/national-approach-national-disasters 

http://www.nicolleflint.com.au
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bLackwood business 
directory

is available online at

blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au

www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au

4 All the contact details of  local businesses and organisations from the 
print version of  the Blackwood Business & Trade Directory 

can now be viewed on your computer

4 Fast, easy and available while your on the move -
also view on your tablet and mobile phone

4 You can pick up a hard copy from the Blackwood Newsagent in the 
Drake Shopping Centre, local MP Sam Duluk’s office in Young Street,

and various other local businessses

2
0
2
0

    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

FREEFREE

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory
.com.au

WE NEED YOU

Young adults these days have 
no appreciation of money
“ONE morning at my local coffee haunt, I listened with a 
great deal of interest, as a couple discussed the dramas of 
living with their three children. 

No, I wasn’t eavesdropping; they are friends, and we 
were all sitting at the same table.   Their three children are 
aged 20, 18, and 15 - a girl and two boys. The two oldest are 
attending university and also working, which is commend-
able. Even the youngest boy has a part-time job at a well-
known fast-food restaurant. 

The discussion evolved from how untidy and demanding 
they were; to how unhygienic the youngest boy was; to their 
spending habits, which was where it became a little more 
interesting, and, from my perspective, a little frightening.   

All the children have mobile phones, on reasonable 
monthly plans, which Mum and Dad pay for. The deal is that 
if they exceed the allotted call and download data associat-
ed with the plans, the children are responsible for the extra 
costs.   

The two oldest children have cars which Mum and Dad 
bought for them, with Mum and Dad paying the vehicle regis-
tration and insurance, while the children are responsible for 
fuel and upkeep. 

As University has finished for the year, the two oldest 
children are now working full-time: they both work on a part-
time basis during the rest of the year. None of the children 
pay board, and the older two were offended at the very sug-
gestion.   

You may think that was what I was concerned about, but 
what raised my eyebrows was learning that the two oldest 
children have credit card debts over $5,000 each. 

Mum and Dad didn’t know about this until the oldest child 
asked for help to pay a monthly repayment, as she was 
unable to cover this cost. However, she wasn’t concerned 
about not being able to make the repayment. What worried 
her more, was that her credit card had been declined when 
she was trying to purchase new clothes!

With the two older children making good money and 
with little in the way of overheads, what had gone wrong?  
Honestly, I’m not sure. 

From the two children’s perspective, there was an expect-
ation that Mum and Dad would bail them out, just as they 
had always done.   As an outsider looking in, I believe that 
the two children, even though they are both working and 
doing well in University, have no idea of what money is.  

For them, money is a 
means to instant grati-
fication, allowing them 
to buy what they want 
as soon as they want 
it, even if they haven’t 
actual ly earned the 
means to pay for it.   

So, what can Mum 
and Dad do to help?
1. Get them to start a budget. Ask the children to record 

what they are spending their money on. Take time each 
week to review this together, without judgement. It is an 
opportunity to discuss the difference between short-term 
gratification and longer-term plans. Hopefully, it will also 
help them to stop and think before reaching for the credit 
card. 

2. Start a targeted savings plan. Having a savings account 
that provides extra bonuses for putting money in and not 
taking it out, will help them to achieve that goal, without 
relying on the bank of Mum and Dad to fund them. 

3. Give them financial independence. Stop paying the kids’ 
bills and start charging board. You could save this money 
for them as a bonus when they reach their targeted sav-
ings goals – just don’t tell them this is what you intend to 
do.

4. Teach them basic financial literacy concepts. Do they 
understand how much extra they are paying when you add 
the interest on the credit card they have used? How much 
will that $200 pair of jeans or shoes eventually cost?
The above are just a few simple steps that can help these 

young adults to gain a better appreciation of money. While 
it may be painful in the short term, and probably anger both 
children, I think they will thank Mum and Dad in the long run 
for taking a stand. 

It will also set an excellent example for the youngest child, 
and hopefully, Mum and Dad will not have the same prob-
lems when he reaches his teenage years.   

I should also point out that there are several good books 
available, which are specifically directed at teenagers to help 
them understand the concepts of saving, investing and the 
risk of credit. 
p  If you have any questions about how we may be able to 
help your children or help plan for inter-generation wealth 
transfer; please contact Dean Austin, Senior Financial 
Planner, at Blackwood Wealth Management on 8278 6655.

by Mike lAwson
flinders universiTy
professor of educATion (reTired)

SOLVING problems is hard work.  
The tasks we call problems are 
hard because we usually do not 
have an easy, ready-made way of 
getting an answer, or reaching the 
goal we’ve set.  

So in these situations, we have 
to work out a way to calculate an 
answer, or fix what is broken, or 
work out how to make do when 
we don’t have the precise thing 
we typically use.  Problem situa-
tions of course also arise in per-
sonal situations.

Working out a solution is just 
the first part of the problem. A 
second important part is what we 
do when we consider the results 
of our problem solving.  

If we solve the problem, we 
can add the procedure we used 
to our store of knowledge about 
the task, and probably increase 
our confidence that we will solve 
such problem situations a bit more 
quickly in the future.

However, if we are not suc-
cessful, we need to take care in 
how we explain our lack of suc-
cess.  The explanation we make at 
this time can be either helpful or 
unhelpful for our future problem 
solving. 

Sometimes, we might think 
we didn’t try hard enough, or 
made careless mistakes, or for-
got to include some information 
we were given.  If we explain the 
outcome in these ways, we can 
see how we might improve next 

time – by taking greater care in 
our work, or checking our moves 
more frequently, or seeking help 
from someone.

A less helpful reaction is to 
decide we just can’t do these 
things, or that we are just not 
good at this type of activity.  A 
rush into making this sort of 
explanation can be hard to move 
on from. 

One way to move on from a 
failed attempt is to not just blame 
ourselves, but to seek advice 
about our way of tackling the 
problem. This moves the cause of 
the problem from being our lack 
of ability with these problems, to 
seeing our difficulty as not know-
ing how to proceed with problem 
solving in general, or with these 
specific problems.  

Success in problem solving 
requires us to know how to ana-
lyse a problem, and draw up an 
effective plan for proceeding and 
checking that we have used that 
plan correctly.  

Asking other people like our 
colleagues, or teachers or parents 
can help us move forward with 
planning a solution. These people 
may well be able to help us work 
out good ways to proceed, or 
good ways that work for these 
specific situations.  

Finding out those effective pro-
cedures gives us information that 
helps us move on from deciding 
we are just not good at these types 
of problems.
p  If you would like to contact Mike 
for more information, send an email 
to: mike.lawson@flinders.edu.au

Improve your problem 
solving techniques

by deAn AusTin, senior finAnciAl plAnner
blAckwood weAlTh MAnAGeMenT
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

FREEFREE

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory
.com.au

WE NEED YOU

http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au


NOTE:  As some of these dates 
fall during the holiday period, you 
are advised to contact the rel-
evant organisation before turning 
up at a meeting to check if the 
event is still happening.

◆  3 January
Bottle ColleCtion - from 9am 
by Belair Scout Group.  Collect all 
glass, soft drink cans & soft drink 
plastic bottles - from your drive-
way.  Any queries phone Lyndal 
on 0477 110 022.

◆   3 January 
BlaCkwood Craft Market - 
from 10am to 3pm at Blackwood 
Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel 
Parade.  Admission is free.  
New stall enquiries to Kerrie on 
0427 410 917.

◆  3 & 17 January
Joan’s Patch : a Garden for 
the community - meets 2-5pm 
at Joan’s Pantry, Watahuna 
Avenue, Hawthorndene to share 
ideas, plant seedlings and tend 
to community garden.  New 
members welcome. Enquiries to 
Deb on 0419 824 787 or email: 
jpkitchengarden@gmail.com

◆  3 & 17 January
old Government house - locat-
ed in the Belair National Park and 
is open from 1-4pm.  Entry $5 for 
adults and children free.  For more 
information phone 8278 3318.

◆   14 January 
sPeakinG made easy Blackwood 
- Women are invited to meet to 
practise their communication 

and presentation skills in a sup-
portive, friendly, and fun environ-
ment. Held at 218 Main Road 
Blackwood (Studio of Deb Smith 
Photography) at 7.30pm. Phone 
Margaret on 0438 838 894 for 
further details.

◆   6 January
Blackwood lions - meet at 
6.30pm in Blackwood Memorial 
Hall, 21 Coromandel Pde.  New 
enquiries welcome. If you want 
more information or thinking of 
joining, give Chris Martin a call on 
0409 900 499. 

◆   25 January 
Blackwood floral art cluB 
- held at Blackwood Uniting 
Church at 7.30-9pm.   All wel-
come but must email attend-
ance in advance - no experience 
required.  View activities of club 
at:  www.blackwoodfloralart.
blogspot.com.au

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au JANUARY 2021 - 9

WHAT’S ON IN BLACKWOOD & DISTRICTS
If your Club, Group or

Organisation have come out 
of ‘lockdown’ and meeting 
again - let us know so we 
can include your meeting 

details in future editions of 
What’s On in Blackwood

And if you have any events or 
activities coming up that you 
want promoted - let us know

Listing your information here 
is FREE and we will need the 

details by 15th month preceding 
eachpublication  eg 15th January 

for February issue.
Send email to:  

info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

Hordes of activities to 
keep you busy in 2021
THE Coromandel Community Centre was closed for a Christmas 
break and will resume their activities on Monday 25 January 2021.

However, if you are looking for something to keep you occupied 
and want to join in with like minded people, enjoy the social inter-
action, then check out this range of activities on offer by the Centre 
during 2021.
* Walk and Talk - the walking group meets every Friday all year 

round.  Walkers are welcome to join the beautiful walks around 
Coromandel Valley and surrounds.  Come with a friend or by your-
self.  All adults welcome and free.  FridAy  9:30Am to 10:30Am

* Dog’s Walk and Talk - join the Walk and Talk group that offers an 
opportunity for you and 
your dog to build social 
connection and enjoy 
physical activity in the 
outdoors all year round 
- free.  tuEsdAy 9:30 to 
10:30Am

 Meet at the Coromandel 
Community Centre.  

* Table Tennis - get active 
in a friendly environ-
ment. All adults wel-
come.  Enjoy physical indoor activity all year round.  $5 per person 
per session.  tuEsdAy  1 to 4pm

* Mahjong - this group meets every Wednesday all year round.  
Players of all skill levels welcome to come to learn and play.  Come 
with a friend or by yourself.  All adults welcome. $5 per player per 
session.  WEdnEsdAy  9:30Am to 12pm

 And there are some vacancies for these classes in 2021:
*  Children’s Art - bookings now open for 2021 Term 1 classes.  

Explore art in a fun and creative environment and is facilitated by a 
qualified and experienced art instructor.   School Term only.

 mondAy 3:45-5pm (6-8 yrs)   mondAy 5:15-6:30pm (9 yrs & up) 
* Fitness for All - low impact fitness class (weights optional), classes 

work on strength and fitness and are facilitated by a qualified and 
experienced Instructor.  Suitable for all ages and skill levels.  $110 
for 11 weeks.  Bookings are essential and pre-payment is required.

 WEdnEsdAys during thE sChool tErm  9-10Am

p   For more information on any of these activities or to register your 
interest please contact the Coromandel Community Centre on 8370 6880 
or visit www.coroalive.org.au  The Centre is located at 442 Main Road, 
Coromandel Valley - next to Weymouth Oval.

For all your
motoring needs here 

in Blackwood ...  

H Mechanical Repairs &  
   Servicing  H  4WD’s 
H Log Book Service  
H   Air Conditioning
     Re-gas & Service 

Edenwood 
Autos

www.edenwoodautos.com.au

Serving Blackwood motorists since 1926

DEPOT FOR CADDLE
CRASH REPAIRS

214 Main Road, Blackwood  
Phone 8278 7318

FREE Loan Car by arrangement

 Auto Transmission Service       from 
   Includes:  H  All labour  H  Oils  H  Gaskets 
     H  Filter  H  Band & Selector adjustments

serving Blackwood & Hills MoTorisTs since 1998

SPECIALISING IN  • Transmission Servicing & Repairs • Power Steering  • Overhauls
•  Electronic Diagnostics  • Change Overs • Coolers • Shift Kits • Performance Transmissions 

• 12mths 20,000km warranty or optional 3yr/60,000km warranty

AUTO
TRANSMISSION

1 Stirling Rd, Blackwood
Phone 8370 0430
www.mvautomatics.com.au

e:  mva@bigpond.net.au

$185

BLACKWOOD AUTO
& ELECTRICAL

255 Main Road 
Blackwood

(next to Bridgestone Tyres)

Phone  8370 2244

AUTO ELECTRICALRTA: AU08073

ARC

Don’t break down on your motoring holiday ..
your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all mechanical, 

auto electrical and service & repairs
 including LOG BOOK SERVICING

Want to keep cool this summer?

AIR CONDITIONING
Book your car in for a regas

or service today!

Keeping Hills motorists safe
on the road since 1980

8370 3450
2 Stirling Road

Blackwood
  www.blackwooddyno.com.au

BLACKWOOD DYNO TUNE & SERVICE

            4 Auto mechanics  
           4 Auto electrician  
         4 Lic. LPG tech. 

new loan cars availaBle By arrangeMenT

Air Conditioning
Re-gas • Service • Repairs

available

ARC

RTA: AU00940

FREE
No obligation

assessment (15 mins)

re-opening on Monday 4 January

SuSpenSion • exhauStS • eFi Service • 4WD 
raDiatorS • BrakeS • Lic air conDitioning
auto tranS Service & repairS • MuFFLerS

BUY 3 get 1 FREE
on selected Passenger, SUV and  4WD 

tyres - while stocks last ... please phone

Jacobs Blackwood

169 MAIN RD, BLACKWOOD
Phone 8178 0020

for More specials
cHeck ouT our 
faceBook page

ZETUM Car tyres from      $69ea

14” Light Truck tyres from $89ea

Are we there yet?  Phew ...
what a year it’s been ...

   HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Blackwood Lions Bargain Centre
Shepherds Hill Road,  Eden Hills

(next to Karinya Reserve)

Now Open from
Saturday January 9

8.30am-12.30pm
For good quality second hand items

at unbelievable prices!!

http://www.edenwoodautos.com.au
http://www.mvautomatics.com.au
http://www.blackwoodauto.com.au
https://bit.ly/2XVfp8n
http://bit.ly/2XVfp8n
http://www.facebook.com/jacobstyresandmore
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Phone LOCAL First

THE BLACKWOOD 

TIMES

Online FREE from 1st of every month at

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
2,500 copies available for pick up

p Free community newspaper 
 available online FREE from 

the 1st of every month

p  Keeping the community 
informed with local news for 
26 years

p  2,500 copies available for 
pick up from supermarkets, 
newsagents and selected 
businesses & organisations 
in the district.

Publisher:
Miles Badcock
Editorial & advertising:
PO Box 1024, 
BLACKWOOD   5051
Phone:  0428 246 824
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
Editorial Assistance: 
James Swanborough

Advertising is accepted subject to the provisions of the Trades Practices Act 
of 1974.  Every care is taken in the accuracy and presentation of information 
in this newspaper but the publisher accepts no responsibility for the conse-
quences of actions taken by readers as a result of that information.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

HIRE EQUIPMENT

GLASS & GLAZING

ELECTRICIANS

painting • carpentry • plastering
BRETT PRIESS

0497 966 158
talkmaintenance@gmail.com

BLD 198384

TALK MAINTENANCE
we listen

TALK MAINTENANCE

painting   carpentry   plastering

we listen

GARDEN & LAWN
MAINTENANCE

BOB CAT &
EXCAVATION SERVICES

Machines suitable for all 
large and small jobs

Experienced in steep, undulating, 
uneven & sloping sites

Tight access a specialty

Your Local Digger
over 35 years experience

PromPt - reliaBle

affordaBle earthworks

Phone John today 
for a free quote 0411 510 029

DIGGERS

BLACKWOOD

www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au

•  All electrical work •  Smoke alarms
•  Safety switches   •  TV / Phone / NBN
•  Switchboard & meter box upgrades

Phone 0409 380 344
email: ctekelec@gmail.com       Lic. No. PGE 189808

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& SPLASHBACKS DIRECT

Phone Rick on
 8278 1087 • 0409 281 841

4  Specialising in PET DOORS
4  New Mirrors & Broken Windows

Free Quotes
Best Price & Service

176 Main rd BlaCkwood

8370 2488
blackwoodhire.com

OPEN 7 DAYS

JEWELLERY &
WATCH REPAIRS LAWYERS

183A Main Road
Blackwood 5051 7380 0708

Family Law
Wills & Estates
Probate
Personal Injury

Nationally Accredited MediatorPensioner discounts for Wills

ROBERT SAUNDERS
& ASSOCIATES

Solicitors & Barristers
Commercial lawyers specialising in:

Contracts  •  Franchises  •  Leases  •  Debt Recovery
Small Business Matters   •   Employment  
Wills & Estates  •  Property Conveyancing

Phone 8278 6800  or  0417 880 228
e: robert@robertsaunders.com.au

www.robertsaunders.com.au
available after hours or for home visits

LOCKSMITHS

Member of Master Locksmiths Assn
& Master Builders Assn

BLACKWOOD
LOCKSMITHS

0412 829 775

H Door & WinDoW Locks
Supplied, Installed & Repaired

H keys cut

H restricteD Master key systeMs

H safes openeD & repaireD

MOBILE PHONE
&TABLET REPAIRS

4 General garden maintenance
4 Handyman repairs  4 Gutter cleaning  
4 Property clearing   4 Lawn mowing 

4 Slashing

Hills All Seasons
Property Maintenance

- Great rates -
Phone Mark for a free quote on

0433 407 853
364-370 Shepherds Hill Road * 8278 4484

relocated to larger premises in the 
Woolworths Shopping Centre

info@phonesmiths.com.au  • www.phonesmiths.com.au

All major brands of mobile phones & tablets
‘No fix - No fee’ Policy :  Free Assessment
4 physical damage   4 cracked screens   4 liquid 
damage   4 software faults   4 insurance reports

MANUFACTURING JEWELLERS

239 Main Road, Blackwood
(08) 8370 2440   www.elegantimages.net.au

5 Bespoke hand made jewellery   5 Watch repairs
5 Jewellery remodelling     5 Batteries fitted

5 Jewellery resizing & repairs  5 Insurance quotes

LAWNMOWER SALES
SERVICE & REPAIRS

Phone 8374 3399
64 Springbank Road, Panorama

Southern 
Lawnmower Centre

wide range of outdoor garden 
equiPment incLuding stihL

saLes - service - rePairs

http://www.coroalive.org.au
http://www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/c.tek.electrical/
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.blackwoodhire.com
http://www.hamiltonlegal.com.au
http://www.robertsaunders.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/HillsAllSeasonsPropertyMaintenance/
http://www.phonesmiths.com.au
http://www.elegantimages.net.au
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PLUMBING

TREE
MAINTENANCE

PAINTING

PEST CONTROL

LIGHTING SWIMMING POOL
& SPA SERVICING

BRAD VOIGT
PLUMBING

Over 35 years local experience
All domestic plumbing work

including
H  Hot water services

H  Drains cleared

phone 0417 361 063
Lic No. PGE 1506

Phone matthew on

0422 181 935

THOMPSON’S Pool
Service

+ Swimming Pool &
     Spa Service
+ Pumps & Chlorinators
+ Maintenance & Equipment0438 450 148

Lic. No. R26827

Terry Julian
Painter &
Decorator

Over 25 years servicing
                the Adelaide Hills

Free Quotes - Prompt Service
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed

Licensed & Fully Insured

•  all plumbing & gas work including maintenance
  •  bathroom / kitchen / laundry extensions & renovations

 •  hot water installations   •  blocked drains cleared

Call Mark on 0402 847 407
Lic No PGE1926

Blackwood Plumbing
& Hot Water Service

Old style plumbing service

Call Mark on
0417 865 481

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 1883

• HOT WATER  • ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

  • PENSIONER DISCOUNT
• NO CALL OUT FEE
Phone Jake on

8123 3535
Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 287231

8278 2538

Shop 1, 223 Main Road, Blackwood SA  

Lightson.main

08 70800570

@lightsonmain19

We offer prompt, local, friendly & reliable service 
with over 15 years experience 

sales@lightsonmain.com.au

• Supply of quality lighting & Fans 
• FREE In-Home consultation
• FREE Local Delivery
• Discount for pensioners
• Trade accounts welcome
• Projects / Hard to find are our specialty
• Manufacturing / Repairs / Spare parts
• Locally Owned & Operated 

Shop 1, 223 Main Road, Blackwood SA  

Lightson.main

08 70800570

@lightsonmain19

We offer prompt, local, friendly & reliable service 
with over 15 years experience 

sales@lightsonmain.com.au

• Supply of quality lighting & Fans 
• FREE In-Home consultation
• FREE Local Delivery
• Discount for pensioners
• Trade accounts welcome
• Projects / Hard to find are our specialty
• Manufacturing / Repairs / Spare parts
• Locally Owned & Operated 

shoP 1, 223 Main rd BlaCkwood
Phone 7080 0570 

anTMan eco pesT conTrol
Do you have concerns about

Termites - Spiders - Ants - Cockroaches
or any other pests or even wildlife in your roof

Call Antman on 0421 512 529
Local Coromandel Valley

Friendly, licenced & experienced technician
e: antmanecopest@bigpond.com

Want to work locally & 
attract local customers?

Then advertise locally in 
The Blackwood Times 

on the Phone Local pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824
or email:  

info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

InterIor & exterIor

Free Quotes

25 years local experience
Lic. No. BLD26174

THOMAS PAINTING
  and REPAIRS

Phone Mark on
0417 822 482

PET DOORS

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& SPLASHBACKS DIRECT

Phone Rick on
 8278 1087 • 0409 281 841

4  Specialising in PET DOORS
4  New Mirrors & Broken Windows

Free Quotes
Best Price & Service

Your local Lighting & Fan Specialists

NOW OPEN
Saturday

9am - 5pm

168 Main Road, Blackwood
Phone 8278 6806

NOW OPEN
Sunday

11am - 4pm

Alcohol consumption increased during lockdown
WITH everyone enjoying the festive sea-
son and holiday period, some people may 
have consumed more alcohol than they 
usually do.

The Alcohol and Drug Foundation 
launched a national health campaign last 
year – Break the Habit – revealing that it 
takes on average only around 66 days to 
form a habit – roughly the same amount 
of time many Australians spent in lock-
down. 

However, according to a recent survey 
of 1,000 Australians aged 18-65 conduct-
ed by the Alcohol and Drug Foundation, 
nearly one in five Australians wish they 
had drunk less alcohol during the Covid-
19 lockdown.

The Foundation’s data showed that 
while 20 per cent of Australians con-
sumed less alcohol during the lockdown, 
a concerning number increased the 
amount they were drinking.

At least 12 per cent of people drank 
every day during lockdown, and 1 
in 10 said that, on average, they drank 
more than the recommended National 
Health and Medical Research Council’s 

(NHMRC) draft guidelines to reduce the 
risks from drinking alcohol, consuming 
more than 10 standard drinks per week. 
This increases the risk of alcohol-related 
injury and diseases like cancer. 

Alcohol and Drug Foundation CEO, Dr 
Erin Lalor said that given how tough this 
year has been, it’s not surprising people 
have looked for different ways to cope, 
including increasing their alcohol con-
sumption.

“Enough time has passed for behav-
iours picked up in lockdown to become 
ent renched. Now is the t ime for 
Australians to reflect on their recent 
drinking, so that little habits developed 
over the past couple of months, don’t 
turn into a big problem in the future,” 
explained Dr Erin Lalor said.

“The longer a habit is left to form, the 
harder it can become to change.

“If you want to reduce the amount of 
alcohol you’ve been drinking recently, 
you are not alone. Our new data shows 
overall, around one in five of us want to 
cut back. 

“Half of the people who told us they 

drank more during this time, said they 
want to reduce how much they’re drink-
ing.

“The good news is there’s lots of prac-
tical support available right now on how 
to change behaviour.  Even small steps 
such as introducing alcohol free days into 
your week, or having one less drink a 
day, can have a powerful impact.” 

p  To find out how your drinking meas-
ures up, try out the Alcohol and Drug 
Foundation’s quick and interactive Drinking 
Calculator at https://adf.org.au/celebratey-
ou/how-much-drinking

 
Celebrating 60 years of service to the com-
munity, the Alcohol and Drug Foundation is 
one of Australia’s leading bodies committed 
to preventing and minimising alcohol and 
other drug harms in communities around 
the nation. 
The Foundat ion reaches mi l l ions of 
Australians in local communities through 
sporting clubs, workplaces, health care 
settings and schools, offering educational 
information, drug and alcohol prevention 
programs and advocating for strong and 
healthy communities.   

Last days for free ‘green 
organic’ waste drop off
MITCHAM Council is offering 
local residents free open days 
at the Lynton Green Organics 
Drop Off Facility at Beagle 
Terrace, Lynton. 

However there are now only 
two more days that you can 
drop green waste off for free - 
after that you will have to pay.

The remaining ‘free’ drop 
off days for Council ratepay-
ers are January 16, 2021; and 
February 6, 2021.

The Lynton Green Organics 
Drop Off Facility is one of the 
options available to Mitcham 
residents for disposal of green 
organic waste. 

The facility is open 9am-3pm 
with fees normally applying 
for disposal except on the free 
days indicated above. 

This service is only available 
to Mitcham residents main-
taining their own properties 
and you will need to provide 

proof of residency within the 
City of Mitcham. Acceptable 
proof could be your drivers 
license or rates notice. This 
facility is not open to commer-
cial operators.

The Lynton fac i l i t y  wi l l 
accept grass clippings, leaves, 
plant and tree prunings, and 
tree branches (no larger than 
200mm/8 inches).

They will not take declared 
weeds, dir t and soil, treat-
ed or painted timber, Medium 
Density Fibreboard (MDF), 
building materials, food scraps, 
paper and cardboard, plastic, 
hard waste items, asbestos, or 
chemicals.
p For more information phone 
8372 8888; email mitcham@mit-
chamcouncil.sa.gov.au or visit  
ht tps: //www.mitchamcoun-
cil.sa.gov.au/services/kerb-
side-waste-and-recycling-col-
lection/lynton-green-organics

http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
http://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://blackwoodtreeservice.com.au
http://www.lightsonmain.com.au
https://www.antmanpestcontrol.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
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Prefer a hard copy of  
The Blackwood Times to read?

2,500 copies now available to pick up
from one of  these local businesses and organisations :

No matter where you are ... you can read it anytime on
1st of  every month at

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
on your mobile phone - tablet - laptop - computer

THE BLACKWOOD

Times
Keeping the Community Informed since 1994

4  Akkermans Bakery  4  Australia Post Belair  4 Banner Mitre 10 
4  Belair Fine Wines  4  Belair Hotel  4  Blackwood Butchers 

4  Blackwood Boot & Shoe Repair  4  Blackwood Health Foods   
4  Blackwood Landscape  4  Blackwood Library  4  Bracegirdles

4  Blackwood Newsagent   4  Blackwood Recreation Centre  
4  Blackwood Uniting Church   4  Browse In & Save  4  Coles 

4  Cellarbrations   4  Coromandel Community Centre  4  Fairleys
4  Drakes Supermarket  4  Duck Inn   4  Elegant Images  

4  GD Fruit & Veg   4  Gourmet on Main   4  Harcourts Packham  
4  Jacobs Tyres  4  Joans Pantry   4  Karkoo Nursery  

4  Montagna Café  4  Nicks Café    4  Perfect Note Café  
4  RSL Blackwood  4  Rubens Pet Foods  4  Sam Duluk MP office 

4  Sheoak Deli   4  Terry White (John Spick) Pharmacy  
4  Waggon Wheels Fruit & Veg   4  Woolworths  

4  Blackwood Hills Baptist Church

THE BLACKWOODTimes
 Keeping the Community Informed since 1994 

ISSUE 309   •   DECEMBER 2020Hub has millions cut from $20M build

Last month at a heated Mitcham Council full meeting, a decision was made to 
reduce Hub & Library budget from $20M to $10M-$12M.  See story pg 3.

see story pg 3

Check out all the great ‘CHRISTMAS Specials’on back page ....

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

13 Laffers Rd, BELAIR SA 5052    Ph: 08 7231 1628  

w
w

w
.integrativehealthsolutions.com

.au

For all your healthcare needs

Introducing Dr Ashley Nattrassto our practice 
and local 

community.

Consulting Tues – Sat 
Dr Ashley Nattrass is an experienced family GP who welcomes new patients and urgent appointments.

Plan your move with Peter Alexandrou
Experience | Energy | Results

Contact Peter today0412 833 501 | 8278 5122petera@harrisre.com.au
RLA 226 409

BlackwoodTax & Accounting
Specialising in:
4 Individual Taxation
4 Small to Medium size businesses
4 Corporate & Trust Accounting
4 Self Managed Super Funds

Phone 8278 665518 Coromandel ParadeBlackwood
www.bwta.com.auadmin@bwta.com.au

BLACKWOODLANDSCAPE &FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

395 Main Road,  Coromandel Valley 
www.blackwoodlandscapefirewood.com.au

8278 6133
We wish all our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

l Soils & Building productsl Mulch & Compostsl Sand & Metalsl Artificial lawnl Raised garden bedsFREE LOAN TRAILERS* conditions apply

We 
Deliver 
7 days 
a week

YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPE 
SUPPLIER

formerly ‘Sleepers & Creepers’

CHRISTMAS 
TRADING

Dec 24 – 8am-2pm
Dec 25, 26 & 27– CLOSED

Dec 28, 29 & 30 – 
10am–4pm

Dec 31 – 10am-2pm
Jan 1 – CLOSED

Jan 2 – Normal trading

BLACKWOOD LANDSCAPE & FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

New Hub & Library budget reduced to $12M max

Blackwood Lingerie 364 Shepherds Hill Rd Blackwood  Ph 8278 4509    (next to Woolworths in Arcade)www.blackwoodlingerie.com.au

Heading to thebeach over summer?

Swimwear available in sizes 08-301 piece - separates - rashies - sarongs

Blackwood Lingerie has you covered!
Up to 80% off 

selected styles
starting from

$5 cash
(while stocks last)

Hours:  9:30-5 M-F and 9-3 Sat


