SPEAK tool packet

TIPS FOR WRITING AND SHARING YOUR TESTIMONY:
First of all, as a follower of Jesus, you need to come to realization that your story has power.
God saves us, and then uses us for His purposes! Jesus has invited you to join his story, and
you have responded with a resounding “YES”! This alone has power. Our testimony as
followers of Jesus is a powerful thing. Sharing what Jesus has done in our lives, how he’s
saved us and changed us, gives others courage to step into relationship with Jesus and put
their trust in Him! With that said, below are few practical tips for those who would like to be
more intentional with sharing their story, their testimony, with others.
1. Spend time in thought and prayer before you begin. This is a story about Jesus and
his work in your life. He should be a part of this process.
2. Start with a simple three point outline:

a. Before: what were you like and how did you view God before you gave your life
to Jesus?

b. How: how were you introduced to Jesus and how did he work in you to save you?
You might also include specifics of giving your life to him (Did you pray with
someone or alone? When and where were you baptized? Did you share with
experience with anyone? etc.)

c. Since: How has your life in Christ changed you or made a difference? What has
forgiveness looked like between you and Jesus and even you and other people
as a result? How has this affected your relationships with other people around
you?
3. Stick to the point which is you giving your life to Jesus and his work in your life.
4. Be honest. Don’t exaggerate or dramatize your story. The simple truth of what God
has done in your life is enough.
5. Avoid using Christian type words that could seem foreign to a non-Christian. Some of
these might be “born again” or “conversion” or “transformed”, etc.
6. Be current. Include what God is doing in your life today...how your relationship with Him
looks today.
May God bless you richly as you continue to walk with Him. May you be used of Him, for the
advancement of His Kingdom.
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Learning Jesus Stories
It is our hope that in learning Jesus stories you first and foremost fall more in love with Jesus.
What you think about is what you will talk about. Think about and learn these incredible stories.
Spend time reflecting on the treasure of Jesus. Secondly, we want you to slowly develop the art
of storytelling. Storytelling is an incredibly effective means of broad-based sowing. To learn
more about story telling go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Iek9nzNbTI
An effective learning method (Takes about 20 minutes):

·

Read it twice.

Just read it to familiarize yourself with it.

·

Read it twice looking for the key points.

Read it now specifically looking for key points, ideas, and teachings.

·

Type/write the story out as per your memory.

Close your Bible and type/write the story out as you remember it. DO NOT do it out verbatim.
Instead try to recall the main points as a story that stays generally consistent with the
exact text.

·

Compare your story with Scripture.

Open your Bible and compare your story with the original story. Don’t look to see if you
missed “and thus therefore he said,” but look to see if you missed any key points to the
story. Note any key points that you skipped or overlooked.

·

Type/write the story out again as per your memory.

Try to type/write the story again with you Bible closed remember to include any important
points or ideas you left out the first time.

·

Compare with Scripture again.

Open your Bible again and see if your version now fairly well represents the story you are
trying to learn. Make any needed changes necessary, but you should have it by now.

·

Practice the story out loud.

Now, that you more or less have the story down, try to orally tell the story. Picture yourself
talking to someone as you say the story.

·

Immediately compare to Scripture.

Immediately open the Bible back to the story and compare your oral story to the written story.
Make any needed changes.

·

Say it five times to yourself.

You should have the story solidly down by now. All you need to do now is commit it to
long-term memory. To do this quickly, tell the story to yourself five times.

·

Share the story.

Don’t hoard the story only for your benefit. Now, get out there and share the story with as
many people as you can share it with. Look for key words or thoughts in the story that
you think you will hear or encounter in life that can be used as a bridge for bringing up
the story.
Portions of this document are © TOAG material, Neil Hendershot and Nathan Lutz. Used by permission.
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10 Jesus stories to memorize and share:
1.

Prodigal Sons’ Father - Luke 15:11-32

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them.
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there
he squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose
in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs
ate, and no one gave him anything.
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as
one of your hired servants.” ’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back
safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command,
yet you never gave me a young goat that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad,
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ”

2.

King’s Son’s Wedding Feast - Matthew 22:1-14

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the
wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited,
See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is
ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his
servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads
and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and
gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when
the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
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3.

Gerasene Demoniac - Mark 5:1-20

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had
stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived
among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been
bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces.
No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was
always crying out and bruising himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell
down before him. And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For he was saying to him, “Come out of the
man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for
we are many.” And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now a great herd of pigs
was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.”
So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out, and entered the pigs, and the herd,
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and were drowned in the sea.
The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had
happened. And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion,
sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. And those who had seen it described to
them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. And they began to beg Jesus to
depart from their region. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons
begged him that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your
friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” And he
went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone
marveled.

4.

Love Your Enemies - Matthew 5:38-48

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do
not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to
go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who
would borrow from you.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and
on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

5.

Greatest Commandments - Mark 12:28-34

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he
answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered,
“The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is
no other besides him. And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the
strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and
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sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.

6.

Woman Caught in Adultery – John 8:1-11

Early in the morning Jesus came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat
down and taught them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act
of adultery. Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” This they
said to test him that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with
his finger on the ground. And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is
without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once more he bent down and wrote on the
ground. But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus
was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn
you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

7.

Anointing/Parable of 2 Debtors - Luke 7:36-50
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took
his place at the table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was
reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him
at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head
and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of
woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have
something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”
“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon
answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have
judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered
your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins,
which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said
to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves,
“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in
peace.”

8.

Pharisee & Tax Collector - Luke 18:9-14

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated
others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I
get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than
the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
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9.

Pharisees Follow Tradition & Fasting/Mourning – Mark 7:1-13, Matthew 9:14-15

Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem, they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. (For
the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands, holding to the tradition of the
elders, and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many
other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining
couches.) And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written, “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do
they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ You leave the commandment of God
and hold to the tradition of men.” And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or
his mother, Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)— then you no
longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, thus making void the word of God by your
tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.”
Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then
they will fast.

10.

Treasure/Pearl & Come Unto Me - Matthew 13:44-46, 11:28-30

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had
and bought it.” “
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me, for I am gentle & lowly in heart, & you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

