eel.''
He counts among his favorite works Gustave Courbet's painting of a trout. And why is he so
fascinated with water? ''Because it moves,'' he said.
Walker was born in 1939, one of four children, in the industrial town of Birmingham, England. He
made his mark in the 1960's as an abstract painter. He lived in New York, then in Australia, but it
was not until he moved to John's Bay 15 years ago that he found a familiar subject in water.
Initially, Walker feared these paintings were too representational and did not show them. When he
finally did, they were universally praised for being original and poignant.
One of his favorite pigments is Indian yellow, which mimics the ochres and olives of the rock weed
when hanging limp at low tide; also the color of Walker's favorite childhood fish, the tench.
''In the old days, this color, Indian yellow, was made from bulls' urine,'' he said. ''They fed the bulls
mango leaves to give it that intense golden color.''
Not a bad life for a bull, Walker said, because they kept him alive.
That was the kind of simplicity that Walker seemed to strive for. The doors of his home were open,
allowing flies, his dogs and cats and whatever else to wander in an out at will. Amid the sounds
and smells of the rocky coast, damp from the outgoing tide, it was obvious that besides being a
painter, Walker was a naturalist, one who had found a way to depict not only the forms and edges
of nature, but also its texture, sounds and smells.
At the end of the day, in his indoor studio, a converted garage, he completes his works. Beyond the
several canvases and the large windows, the sun set behind the bay. On this visit, Walker seemed
uncomfortable, almost embarrassed by his work.
''Forget these,'' he said, and turned to look at the distant islands, ''how about that painting.''
Photo: John Walker has erected a tent for painting the tidal pool in Maine that he lives by.
(Photograph by Waqas Wajahat)
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