Fall is for
Foliage
An artistic eye and a do-it-yourself
spirit come together to create a
multilayered garden.

Flowering dogwood
(Cornus florida) reveals
its autumnal splendor.
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As a hairstylist,
Marybeth Ciandella
appreciates the beauty
of textures and layers—not to mention the power of
color—so it’s not surprising that she would translate
those aesthetic talents to her New Jersey backyard.
“Gardening and hairstyling!…!they’re both forms of
art and very hands-on,” says Marybeth, a landscape
designer. “And both professions are about what
should stay and what should go.” And hello—both
involve being talented with a pair of clippers. “I’m a
mean cutter,” she says. “If you want someone to do a
good job trimming trees and shrubs, head to a salon,
because that’s something hairstylists do well.”
The less-than-an-acre yard about an hour from
Manhattan that she shares with her husband, Mark,
is a testament to their DIY approach to gardening.
Over a span of almost 20 years, the couple has
transformed this once-barren yard into a masterful
mix of unique specimens, pleasing hardscapes, and
colorful vignettes, all done themselves as money
permitted (with the exception of a brick walkway,
put in by a professional). Mark’s career as an autorepair specialist has been helpful, as well. “He’s used
to working with his hands,” Marybeth says, “And he
also has a vision of how something could turn out.”

The Ciandellas salvaged
this 100-year-old urn
from their property
and filled it with canna,
coleus, and variegated
spider plant.

A koi pond installed by
the homeowners looks
original to the house.

They stumbled upon this 1890 Queen Anne
Victorian home almost by accident, and when they
heard the low price, they snapped it up. Granted,
the price was low because it had sat empty for
three years, with a leaky roof and no running
water. “But we like old houses,” Marybeth says,
“And we liked the little guesthouse in the back.”
After dealing with inside problems for about a
year, they first addressed privacy issues outside with
the addition of a berm planted with arborvitae. “The
pergola went in next and jump-started the design
layout for the rest of the yard,” Marybeth says. “It
divided the yard into rooms, and large planting beds
on either side were a natural progression.” Next
they put in an oval koi pond and added a meandering
20-foot-long stream that flows into it. Their first two
trees from those early days—a dawn redwood and
‘Mary Potter’ crabapple—still thrive and contribute
to the garden’s structure.
Near the patio, Marybeth and Mark added two
pear trees to frame the pergola and seating area—
“those are the only matched pairs in the yard,”
she notes—and four curved boxwood hedges for
symmetry. Because the house’s architecture is
traditional, the Ciandellas sought out materials
and plants that make sense for the setting.

Aged bricks, for instance, form a winding path to
the guesthouse. “We didn’t make it straight because
that’s sort of boring,” Marybeth says. “And the curves
provided a place for planting beds.” Perennials such as
asters, oakleaf hydrangeas, rudbeckia, and St. John’s
wort bring autumn color to the yard, while summerblooming plants such as lime coleus and ferns play
supporting roles in their last few weeks. Distinctive
trees provide some of the most compelling
focal points in the yard. A gnarly 18-foot-wide
Camperdown elm is believed to be almost 100 years
old. The couple’s Ariala elata ‘Variegata’ (commonly
known as Japanese angelica), Cornus florida
(flowering dogwood), and bottlebrush buckeye
provide a canopy for the walkways and seating areas.
As word of the couple’s garden grew and they
gave a few private tours, people started asking
Marybeth if she would help them with their own
landscaping. Soon she was taking a landscape
design course while still maintaining her salon
business—often not going to bed until 1 a.m. But
a new career blossomed with her aptly named
business, Garden Revival, and she is excited about
this new creative chapter. “It’s all about having the
eye to picture something,” Marybeth says, “even if
it’s not in front of you yet.”
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The Ciandellas’ patio features two
pear trees and curving boxwoods
as an entryway to the garden.

Verbena bonariensis
in the forefront of
this perennial bed
self-seeds every year.
Garden areas are
defined by the brick
walkway as well as
other hardscapes.
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Top 10
Shrubs and
Trees for
Fall Color
Home gardener Marybeth
Ciandella is a believer in
recommending plants she has
personal experience with, so
most of these are in her yard. To
prolong an autumn tableau, she
includes specimens for both early
fall and late fall color.
EF= Early fall color
Starting beginning of October
LF = Late fall color
Finishing toward end of October
(in Zone 6b)

* = Longest-lasting color
1. Malus ‘Mary Potter’
Crabapple
2. Hydrangea quercifolia EF, LF*
Oakleaf hydrangea
‘Alice’ and ‘Pee Wee’
3. Cotinus americanus
American smoke tree

LF

4. Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’
Coral bark maple
5. Aralia elata variegata
Variegated angelica tree

LF

6. Oxydendrum arboreum
Sourwood or sorrel tree

LF

7. Itea virginica ‘Henry’s Garnet’
Sweetspire
8. Corylopsis spicata
Spike winter hazel

LF

9. Aesculus parviflora
Bottlebrush buckeye

LF

10. Clethra alnifolia
‘Ruby Spice’
Sweet pepperbush

EF, LF

For more information, see
Resources on page 108.

