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25th & Erskine: Charles B. Washington 
Lived Here serves to inform Omahans 
about the important role Washington 
played in our city’s ongoing path to  
racial justice. Located at the civil rights 
activist’s former home, the public  
installation acts as a pop-up education 
site that celebrates Washington’s work 
in the North Omaha community,  
memorializes the building that he called 
home, and highlights the many ways 
we still feel his impact today.
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ACTIVE VOICE IN OUR CITY

•	 Host of WOWT’s “Omaha, Can We Do? — 
a community affairs program sponsored by  
the Urban League of Nebraska. He was  
known to bring an outspoken voice to civil 
rights issues locally and nationally 

•	 Founded KOWH, a now defunct black-owned 
radio station

•	 Omaha Star Editor for 40 years

•	  “I don’t know of a man or woman who loves 
Omaha, who loves Nebraska more. This city 
ought to be aware of that.”– Lerone Bennett, 
Senior Editor of Ebony Magazine 
 

STOOD UP FOR HIS PEOPLE

•	  “People talk about whether all blacks are  
qualified [for jobs]. That’s not the question. 
Are all whites qualified? There are dumb 
whites who have jobs. The jobs should be 
shared with the dumb blacks.” - CWB

•	 Nebraska Chapter of Football Hall of Fame  
recognized Washington’s roll in stabilizing  
relations between black and white football  
players at UNL -- he used his home as a meeting 
ground for the two groups to come together.  







DEVOTED TO YOUNG PEOPLE

•	 Founded the Letterman Club in 1948 devoting 
his voice to the athletic and academic 
achievements of youth

•	 Mentored youth in the community and saw 
that they had guidance to excel academically 
and in athletics

•	 His home served as a meeting place for UNL 
athletics department bigwigs and North Omaha 
athletes to meet. This site served as a gathering 
space integral to the integration of black and 
white athletes in Nebraska 

A COMMUNITY FORCE

•	 Longtime Board Member of the Urban League 
of Nebraska 

•	 Helped establish the Franklin Community Federal 
Credit Union 

•	 Organized the Black Heritage Series—an annual 
award honoring outstanding people of color 

•	 Former Omaha Mayor Mike Boyle renamed the 
North Omaha Branch Library in honor of CBW

•	 Charles was committed to the revival of N 24th 
Street—hoping to see it return to the active 
community + entertainment district it once was.





•	 Born December 1, 1923 in Omaha, Nebraska

•	 Studied at Oakwood College in Huntsville,  
Alabama

•	 Lived at 2402 N 25th Street for most of his 
adult life–he bought this house due to its 
proximity to Irene’s Cafe, Fair Deal Cafe, and 
the Omaha Star and was proud to call North O 
home.

•	 Worked as an editor at the Omaha Star  
newspaper 

•	 Died April 28, 1986 in Omaha

•	 Buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in North O  

ABOUT 
CHARLES B. 
WASHINGTON



25th and Erskine: CHARLES B. WASHINGTON LIVED 
HERE is part of The Union for Contemporary Art’s 
Summer Public Art Program. This zine was created 
in collaboration with Omaha Public Schools and 
teens from Partnership 4 Kids’ Art University in the 
summer of 2015.

Show your support on social media!

#CBWLivedHere

#makeinvisiblehistoriesvisible

#NorthOArt

The Union for Contemporary Art is committed to strengthening the creative 
culture of the greater Omaha area by providing direct support to local artists 
and increasing the visibility of contemporary art forms in our community. 
In every endeavor, we strive to unite artists and the community to inspire 
positive social change in North Omaha. The organization was founded on 
the belief that the arts can be a vehicle for social justice and greater civic 
engagement; we strive to utilize the arts as a bridge to connect our diverse 
community in innovative and meaningful ways. Find out more about The 
Union at u-ca.org

An initiative of the Omaha Public Schools, Making Invisible Histories Visible 
gives students and teachers the opportunity to explore Omaha’s hidden  
history. Together, they create digital history projects, which OPS social studies 
teachers can use in their classrooms during future school years. Building  
partnerships with local universities, museums, historical societies and members 
of the public, Making Invisible Histories Visible strengthens connections  
between OPS and the community. Check out their work on Charles B. Washington 
at invisiblehistory.ops.org



THIS PROGRAM IS PRESENTED 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF  

THE NEBRASKA ARTS COUNCIL AND  
THE NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT

Special thanks to the Omaha Economic  
Development Corporation and  

Joanne Ferguson Cavanaugh at the  
Charles B. Washington Branch of the Omaha 
Public Library and Allyson Gibbs for making  

25th & Erskine: CHARLES B. WASHINGTON 
LIVED HERE possible. 


