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3. Jasper, ca. 1785

Photocopy of a photoaraph by
Cyrilla Mozenter (b, 1947)
1% x 834 in.

Anne Arnold papers

4. Romare Bearden (1911-1988),
drawing and noles, ca, 19465

3% x & in.

Romare Beorden popers
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Cyrilla Mozenter, “Jasper, Adored
and Feisty Cat”
1988

1% x B34 in.
Anne Arnold papers

Artist Cyrillo Mozenter wrote this memorial essay and psem about her cat Josper.
Jasper come into the world on the first floor of o Brooklyn brownstone as the
uvnmaonageoble outlier of the litter. After the rest of his siblings were ploced, he
waos deposited ot Mozenter's apartment an the top flaar, He staved. Though Josper
wias o terror, Mozenter found pleasure in his devilish woys. Mozenter distributed
the posthumous tribute “Jasper, Adored and Feisty Cat” at her first one-person
exhibition at 55 Mercer Gallery in Mew York in 1985 ond also sent this copy to her
friend the sculetor Anne Arnold.
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Jasper is a black cat who is part Siamese and therefore is hoth
very smart and very much a pain in the ass. We've been together for
about 11 years. Sometimes I eall him '"Zip." Jasper is extremely
sociable, but mainly likes to be the center of attention. If he's not,
he manages to change the situation in a hurry. Jasper eats with his
paws when he is feeling jmmty. He sighe and exhales loudly when
pleased. Jasper is equipped with fangs due to an overbite. These,
coupled with his habit of staring and penchant for power-tripping,
lend him a demonic air which gives me a vicarious thrill. Jasper
delights in off-beat pleasures; he enjoys having his tail pulled and
explodes into purrs when 1 touch the end of his nose. I wrote a poem
about Jasper:

Sometimes I'm blue,
but Jasper is
always
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