
Oakbrook Friends, 

For almost 34 years, God has given me the privilege of starting and leading Oakbrook 
Church. It has been such an honor for me to be your pastor—so much more than words 
can express. 

In recent years, with the help of our board, lead team and mentors of mine, we have 
been praying, reading, discussing and seeking God in the area of my succession. 

Honestly, the process of discerning my succession has been challenging at times. I’ve 
never been in a process like this one. Yet I’ve sensed that God has something next for 
me, so I have surrender myself fully to him knowing he would lead me. I’ve prayed often 
over this process for the past several years. 

In recent months, a ministry opportunity has come about and I believe God is clearly 
calling me into this new ministry opportunity. After much prayer and counsel I have 
accepted the position as the Multisite Director for Northview Church. I will be overseeing 
Northview’s Campus Pastors at their eleven multi-site locations as well as helping them 
start new campuses. This role is a great fit for my giftedness and passion. So I will 
starting this new role September 9, 2019 and my last day as Oakbrook’s Lead Pastor will 
be August 18. 

I want you to know that I have such peace and clarity about this decision. Even though I’ll 
mourn the end of this season of ministry, I’m excited to spend my next chapter expanding 
on what God has gifted and honed me to do: 

That being said, this has not been an easy process for Ronda and I. Oakbrook is all we’ve 
known since we started it in 1985. And our story has become intertwined with so many of 
your stories. As much as I’m excited for what’s next, we will miss building this church with 
so many people that we love and who love us. 

I’m sure you are wondering what this means for the future of Oakbrook.  

During my interactions with Northview, an interesting potential opportunity has come up. 
The Northview Lead Team has expressed interest in merging our churches so that we 
could have greater influence and impact together.  

Both Oakbrook and Northview have so much in common. We are both multisite churches. 
We both have a strong desire to reach people who are far from God. We both have a 
strong desire to multiply our influence by planting more churches throughout Indiana in 
towns of all sizes. And we are both deeply committed to reaching the next generation for 
Christ. 

We have begun asking ourselves the question, “Could our churches be better together?” 
Could this be a way to plant more churches in more towns to reach more people who are 
far from God? 



If we do sense God leading us to merge, all of Oakbrook’s campuses would become new 
Northview multisite campuses and I would be their Multisite Director. 

Last Sunday, our Oakbrook Board decided through a unanimous vote, to explore the 
potential of a merge with Northview. I know this raises questions. Our staff team and 
board will help to answer those questions by giving you updates along the way as we 
learn more.  You can visit oakbrookchurch.com/updates where we will share the latest 
information regularly through the process. 

For now, I ask that you would please be praying as we enter into this process. We only 
want this merge to happen if God wants it to happen. So pray for our team comprised of 
board and staff members who will be exploring the merge potential, pray for Northview’s 
team and above all, pray that God would guide and His will would be done.   

Again, friends, it has been such a great honor for me to be your lead pastor for all these 
years. Thank you for giving me that opportunity. I will never forget what God has done 
through us, together! 

Love you all, 

  
Mark 

http://oakbrookchurch.com/updates

