
Dear Oakbrook Family,  
 
I started attending Oakbrook in the spring of 2005 and it changed my life forever. I was swept up 
in the atmosphere, authentic relationships, incredibly excellent music and teachings that made 
sense to me and challenged the way I looked at my life on Monday morning. I’ve said it many 
times, but the people and mission of Oakbrook are the reasons that I believe that God is alive, 
active and moving in our world today. In 2007, I started serving in Oakbrook’s Student Ministry 
and I quickly knew that there was no turning back. I had caught the bug and I knew the reason I 
was put on this planet—to serve! I promptly changed my major from Pre-Law to Biblical Studies 
and Theology and I knew I was being called into ministry to serve in the local church. 
 
These past weeks, I’ve been flooded with beautiful memories of leading small groups, creating 
impactful weekend services, taking middle schoolers to summer camp, countless Sundays in the 
baptism tank, writing and recording original “Oakbrook Worship” music, giving my first talk  and 
helping lead initiatives to alleviate suffering in our communities and abroad. I have no doubt that 
together, God has used us to make a dent in this world and for all of eternity. It has truly been 
one of the most meaningful privileges of my life.  
 
This summer, as we have all entered into a season of transition at Oakbrook, my wife and I 
shared many conversations with trusted friends and mentors and began asking God through 
prayer what role he wants us to play in this next season.  We soon realized that God was leading 
to something new outside of the Oakbrook family. Honestly, this is hard, sad, scary, and exciting 
all at once. 
 
I sincerely believe that God is going to do amazing things through the Oakbrook/Northview 
merger. Also, I want you to know that in every interaction I’ve had with a member of Northview’s 
leadership throughout the last month, they have shown incredible kindness and generosity 
towards me. I have seen their hearts and passion to reach people up close—they are the real 
deal! My decision to transition is not motivated by leaving Northview, but it is truly motivated by 
my desire to listen to God’s whispers in my life about my next season and what He desires from 
me.  
 
I wish I had a clear answer to the question, “So what’s next for you?” but I don’t.  
I know that I believe in the mission of the local church more today than I did a month ago. 
I know that our world needs to experience the hope and grace of Jesus desperately. 
I know that God has incredible plans for His children that they can’t even comprehend or 
imagine.  
In these days, I’m leaning into those truths.  
 
It has been one of the greatest gifts of my life to work at Oakbrook alongside some of my best 
friends and the most passionate people about the Jesus mission that I know. I am forever 
indebted to you, my church family, for believing in me, giving me opportunities to grow, develop, 
and lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus. Thank you for loving me and my family so 



well. It’s been an unbelievable privilege to be a part of the incredible story that God has written 
through this Church these last 9 and a half years on staff.  
 
Joel Larison 
 


