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Dear Reader,
Happy New Year! We are pleased to share with you the winter 2012 Newsletter of the C.S. Lewis Society
of Central Massachusetts. We have a special event scheduled for later this month and some interesting
books and poetry to discuss at the Book Club. We hope you have a chance to connect with us from timeto-time. The Society promotes the exploration of ideas from science, the arts, culture, and everyday life
as they intersect with what C.S. Lewis called "mere Christianity." Our objective is to facilitate engaging
discussion and reflection of topics of enduring value for Christians and non-Christians alike. To learn
more, we invite you to visit our web site at www.lewisma.org. If you have any questions or comments,
please email us at info@lewisma.org.
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I. Special Event: “The Narnia Code,” Saturday, January 21, 9:30-11:00 AM, Worcester Public
Library
Stan Bohall will discuss Michael Ward’s book, “The Narnia Code: C.S. Lewis and the Secret of the Seven
Heavens” and present selections from the documentary film of the same title. Here’s a summary from
amazon.com of Ward’s fascinating thesis:
“Millions of readers have been captivated by C. S. Lewis’s famed Chronicles of Narnia, but why? What is it
about these seven books that make them so appealing? For more than half a century, scholars have
attempted to find the organizing key—the “secret code”—to the beloved series, but it has remained a
mystery. Until now. In The Narnia Code, Michael Ward takes the reader through each of the seven Narnia
books and reveals how each story embodies and expresses the characteristics of one of the seven planets
of medieval cosmology—Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Luna, Mercury, Venus and Saturn—planets which Lewis
described as “spiritual symbols of permanent value.” How does medieval cosmology relate to the
Christian underpinnings of the series? How did it impact Lewis’s depiction of Aslan, the Christ-like
character at the heart of the books? And why did Lewis keep this planetary inspiration a secret? Originally
a ground-breaking scholarly work called Planet Narnia, this more accessible adaptation will answer all the
questions.”
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Stan Bohall has a Master of Divinity from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, MA. For more than two
decades he served as a pastor in the Baptist tradition. Now he
serves a larger community of churches and individuals interested
in creative and relevant approaches to sharing God’s Good News.
He and his wife, Judi, live in Auburn, MA. They have two married
sons and three grandchildren.
The Worcester Public Library is located at 3 Salem Square, Worcester, MA 01608. Parking at the library is
metered. Rate as of March 2010 is $0.25 for 30 minutes. For directions from Google maps, click here.
For a review of “The Narnia Code” by Stan Bohall, click here and scroll down.
II. Book Discussion Club to Resume in February
During the winter/spring term, the Book Discussion Club will meet at the Auburn Public Library at 369
Southbridge Street. The dates and times are listed below. Later in the term, we may try out an
alternative location for one or more of the book clubs. We’ll keep you posted.
Saturday, February 4, 9:00-10:30 AM, “The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s Nephew”
Saturday, February 18, 9:00-10:30 AM, “The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s Nephew”
Do you need a copy of “The Magician’s Nephew”? We have used copies available at $5 (our cost).
If you might attend the book club in February and you’d like us to mail you a copy of the book, just email
your address to info@lewisma.org. We’ll send you the book in the mail and settle up later for the $5.
Saturday, March 3, 9:00-10:30 AM, book or readings to be determined by attendees
Saturday, March 17, 9:00-10:30 AM, book or readings to be determined by attendees
Saturday, March 31, 9:00-10:30 AM, poetry readings
Saturday, April 14, 9:00-10:30 AM, book or readings to be determined by attendees
Saturday, April 28, 9:00-10:30 AM, book or readings to be determined by attendees
III. News (Narnia, Lewis, Events, etc.)
Douglas Gresham hopes new Narnia movie to start production in “three or four years” (podcast here)
Off-Broadway show, “Freud’s Last Session,” featuring Lewis and Freud actors in conversation to play in
London, Madrid, Buenos Aires, Tokyo, Rio de Janeiro, Los Angeles, Stockholm, Mexico City, Chicago,
Seattle, and Pittsburgh
The C.S. Lews Society of California reports that Max McLean’s stage show of “The Screwtape Letters” will
play in the following cities: Los Angeles (Jan. 14-15), San Francisco (Jan, 21-22), Salt Lake City (Jan. 28),
Phoenix (Feb. 4), San Diego (Feb. 18), Sacramento (Mar. 3), Seattle (Mar. 10), Chicago (Mar. 16-18),
Oklahoma City (Mar. 24), Indianapolis (Mar. 31), Buffalo (Apr. 14), Nashville (Apr. 27-28), Norfolk (May
1-6), Chicago (May 19), Atlanta (June 7-17), Grand Rapids (June 23), and Charlotte (June 29-30).
IV. Books of Interest
Here we summarize a variety of books at the intersection of mere Christianity and science (S), arts (A),
culture (C), and everyday life (L). We also include recent books on the life and work of C.S. Lewis
(designated "Lewis") and books for kids (K). Unless otherwise indicated, summaries are from
amazon.com or the publisher’s web site. Please note that some of the books delve into controversial
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issues. While the books in the Newsletter are not officially endorsed by the Society, they can be good
starting points for further discussion and reflection.
Turn Left at Orion: Hundreds of Night Sky Objects to See in a Home Telescope, 4th ed. (S)
Guy Consolmagno and Dan M. Davis, Cambridge University Press, 2011
[This] is a unique guidebook to the night sky, providing all the information you need to observe a whole
host of celestial objects. With a new spiral binding, this edition is even easier to use outdoors at the
telescope and is the ideal beginner’s book. Keeping its distinct one-object-per-spread format, this edition
is also designed for Dobsonian telescopes, as well as for smaller reflectors and refractors, and covers
Southern hemisphere objects in more detail. Large-format eyepiece views, positioned side-by-side, show
objects exactly as they are seen through a telescope, and with improved directions, updated tables of
astronomical information and an expanded night-by-night Moon section, it has never been easier to
explore the night sky on your own.
Time Travel and Warp Drives: A Scientific Guide to Shortcuts through Time and Space (S)
Allen Everett and Thomas Roman, University of Chicago Press, 2011
Sci-fi makes it look so easy. Receive a distress call from Alpha Centauri? No problem: punch the warp
drive and you’re there in minutes. Facing a catastrophe that can’t be averted? Just pop back in the
timestream and stop it before it starts. But for those of us not lucky enough to live in a science-fictional
universe, are these ideas merely flights of fancy—or could it really be possible to travel through time or
take shortcuts between stars? Cutting-edge physics may not be able to answer those questions yet, but it
does offer up some tantalizing possibilities. In Time Travel and Warp Drives, Everett and Roman take
readers on a clear, concise tour of our current understanding of the nature of time and space…. Using no
math beyond high school algebra, the authors lay out an approachable explanation of Einstein’s special
relativity, then move through the fundamental differences between traveling forward and backward in
time and the surprising theoretical connection between going back in time and traveling faster than the
speed of light. They survey a variety of possible time machines and warp drives, including wormholes and
warp bubbles, and, in a dizzyingly creative chapter, imagine the paradoxes that could plague a world
where time travel was possible—killing your own grandfather is only one of them!
The Wonder of the Universe: Hints of God in Our Fine-Tuned World (S)
Karl W. Giberson, Intervarsity Press, 2012
Like detectives sleuthing out the greatest mystery of all, scientists over the centuries have uncovered
clues about the structure and origins of the universe. The work of Galileo, Newton, Einstein, and…other
tenacious researchers and thinkers reveals a cosmos of almost unimaginable wonder and beauty. If we
then honestly follow the evidence of science wherever it leads, where do we end up? Karl Giberson takes
us on a fascinating guided tour of planets and protons, galaxies and gamma rays. We discover that if
gravity were slightly stronger, neutrons a tiny bit lighter, the size of our sun somewhat larger or a dozen
other factors altered by fractions, there would be no life. The author shows that for many observers,
even those who do not embrace religious faith, all of this looks suspiciously like the expression of a grand
plan--a cosmic architecture capable of both supporting life such as ours, and inspiring observers like us to
seek out hints of a creator. Join this cosmic expedition and discover the wonder of it all.
Beyond the Finite: The Sublime in Art and Science (S,A)
Roald Hoffmann and Ian Boyd Whyte (eds.), Oxford University Press, 2011
Throughout its long history, and not just as the key aesthetic category for the Romantic Movement, the
sublime has created the necessary link between aesthetic and moral judgment, offering the prospect of
transcending the limits of measurement, even imagination. The best of science makes genuine claims to
the sublime. For in science, as in art, every day brings the entirely new, the extreme, and the
unrepresentable. How does one depict negative mass, for example, or the folding of a protein that is
contagious? Can one capture emergent phenomena as they emerge? Science is continually faced with
describing that which is beyond.
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Dwelling with Philippians: A Conversation with Scripture through Image and Word (A,C,L)
Elizabeth Steel Halstead, Paul Detterman, Joyce Borger, and John D. Witvliet (eds.), Eerdmans, 2010
This rich, inviting volume illumines Paul’s letter to the Philippians through evocative juxtapositions of
visual images, poetry, and other worship-related arts with theological reflections, prayers, and more. The
book’s multidimensional approach creates abundant space for unhurried contemplation, whether in
individual reflection or group study. It invites readers to dwell with Philippians — to slow down, to explore
the texture and palette of Paul’s message in a deliberately measured way, to be drawn into the mystery,
beauty, and life-changing power of this joyful biblical letter. “In this beautiful book, a vast communion of
artists, theologians, historians, poets, and worshipers surrounds one letter from the Apostle Paul. Rich
selections from the work of these witnesses provide varied opportunities for both newcomers and lifelong
Bible readers to envision and encounter God’s Word in fresh ways. When received with attention and
pondered in prayer, the resources gathered here can expand imagination, deepen discernment, and
encourage faithful living.”--Dorothy C. Bass
The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction (C,L)
Alan Jacobs, Oxford University Press, 2011
In recent years, cultural commentators have sounded the alarm about the dire state of reading in
America. Americans are not reading enough, they say, or reading the right books, in the right way.
In this book, Alan Jacobs argues that, contrary to the doomsayers, reading is alive and well in America.
There are millions of devoted readers supporting hundreds of enormous bookstores and online
booksellers. Oprah’s Book Club is hugely influential, and a recent NEA survey reveals an actual uptick in
the reading of literary fiction. Jacobs’s interactions with his students and the readers of his own books,
however, suggest that many readers lack confidence; they wonder whether they are reading well, with
proper focus and attentiveness, with due discretion and discernment. Many have absorbed the puritanical
message that reading is, first and foremost, good for you--the intellectual equivalent of eating your
Brussels sprouts. For such people, indeed for all readers, Jacobs offers some simple, powerful, and much
needed advice: read at whim, read what gives you delight, and do so without shame, whether it be
Stephen King or the King James Version of the Bible. In contrast to the more methodical approach of
Mortimer Adler’s classic How to Read a Book (1940), Jacobs offers an insightful, accessible, and playfully
irreverent guide for aspiring readers.
Truth-Telling as Subversive Obedience (C,L)
Walter Brueggermann, Cascade Books, 2011
“Although Truth-Telling as Subversive Obedience addresses preachers, it also calls urgently to anyone
who desires to hear and do God’s word. With characteristic eloquence, Brueggemann dares us to believe
in new life amidst the sexual, financial, and political lies that surround us. He finds hope in the truth
coursing through Scriptures and invites us to become courageous, obedient speakers of truth because
our lives depend on it.”--Kathleen M. O’Connor
Reluctant Pilgrim: A Moody, Somewhat Self-Indulgent Introvert’s Search for Spiritual
Community (C,L)
Enuma Okoro, Fresh Air Books, 2010
If you sometimes feel lost on your spiritual journey, you’ll find a trustworthy companion in Enuma Okoro,
a purse shopping, tea-drinking, colon-cleansing, shaky follower of Jesus who just wants to find a godly
man with good hair. But after her father’s unexpected death, her grief seems to morph into the panicky
feeling that God wants something more from her, like maybe becoming a nun. As she seeks to unravel
those feelings, Okoro takes us back to the places that formed her, from her first years in church at a
parish in Queens, New York to years in West Africa where she collected crucifixes along with Ritchie Rich
comic books, and her studies in Europe and the United States. Part Augustine, part Jane Austen with a
side of Anne Lamott, Okoro attempts to reconcile her theological understanding of God’s call to
community with her painful and disappointing experiences of community in churches where she often felt
unseen, pigeon-holed or out of place. At turns snarky and luminous, laugh-out loud funny and vulnerably
poignant, Reluctant Pilgrim is the no-holds barred account of a woman who prays to savor God’s
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goodness and never be satisfied; a daring, insightful and deeply moving field guide for the curious, the
confused and the convicted.
Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less From Each Other (C,L)
Sherry Turkle, ReadHowYouWant, 2011
Consider Facebook – it’s human contact, only easier to engage with and easier to avoid. Developing
technology promises closeness. Sometimes it delivers, but much of our modern life leaves us less
connected with people and more connected to simulations of them. In Alone Together, MIT technology
and society professor Sherry Turkle explores the power of our new tools and toys to dramatically alter
our social lives. It’s a nuanced exploration of what we are looking for - and sacrificing - in a world of
electronic companions and social networking tools, and an argument that, despite the hand-waving of
today’s self-described prophets of the future, it will be the next generation who will chart the path
between isolation and connectivity.
Kingdom Calling: Vocational Stewardship for the Common Good (C,L)
Amy L. Sherman, Intervarsity Press, 2011
Imagine the scenarios [in which] a CEO successfully negotiates a corporate merger, avoiding hundreds of
layoffs in the process, an artist completes a mosaic for public display at a bank, showcasing
neighborhood heroes, a contractor creates a work-release program in cooperation with a local prison,
growing the business and seeing countless former inmates turn their lives around, a high-school principal
graduates 20 percent more students than the previous year, and the school’s average scores go up by a
similar percentage. Now imagine a parade in the streets for each event. That’s the vision of Proverbs
11:10, in which the tsaddiqim--the people who see everything they have as gifts from God to be
stewarded for his purposes--pursue their vocation with an eye to the greater good. Amy Sherman,
director of the Center on Faith in Communities and scholar of vocational stewardship, uses the tsaddiqim
as a springboard to explore how, through our faith-formed calling, we announce the kingdom of God to
our everyday world. But cultural trends toward privatism and materialism threaten to disintegrate our
faith and our work. And the church, in ways large and small, has itself capitulated to those trends, while
simultaneously elevating the "special calling" of professional ministry and neglecting the vocational
formation of laypeople. In the process, we have, in ways large and small, subverted our kingdom
mandate. God is on the move, and he calls each of us, from our various halls of power and privilege, to
follow him. Here is your chance, keeping this kingdom calling in view, to steward your faith and work
toward righteousness. In so doing, you will bless the world, and as you flourish, the world will celebrate.
Small Things with Great Love: Adventures in Loving Your Neighbor (C,L)
Margot Starbuck, Intervarsity Press, 2011
Margot Starbuck is back with as much passion and energy as ever. In thirty brief chapters, she invites
you to choose the adventure that fits who you are in authentically loving those around you. Yes, she
knows: just the thought of adding something more to your life sounds exhausting. But here’s the
fantastic truth she’s discovered in her own journey: "We don’t have to add lots more overwhelming
activity to what we’ve already got going. The regular stuff of our lives--the commute to work and the
potlucks and home improvement projects and errands and play dates--are the exact places in which we
express and experience God’s love for a world in need." "Small things happen when I learn the name of
my daughter’s school bus driver," Margot writes. "Small things happen when I listen to the dreams of a
woman who lives in a group home on my block. Small things happen when I risk crossing a language
barrier even though I look really stupid doing it." And small things add up to big adventures and
surprises, for you and others.
More than Enchanting: Breaking Through Barriers to Influence Your World (C,L)
Jo Saxton, Intervarsity Press, 2012
Women have always been central to the life of the church: from the early hours of the first Easter, when
women were charged to announce the resurrection of Jesus, to the state of the contemporary church,
where women outnumber men in pews and positions of service. But as central as women have been,
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they’ve also found themselves regularly marginalized--and not only in the church but in the
neighborhoods, cities and societies they inhabit. Sometimes they’ve had to endure the well-intended
biases or benign neglect of the leaders of their communities; sometimes they’ve been sidelined by their
own crises of confidence. Sometimes they’ve had to contend with both at once. Women who doubt their
influence, who struggle to accept their distinct strengths and talents for what they are--gifts given
through them to the world--suffer for it. The church, and really all of society, suffers with them. Jo
Saxton invites women to discover (or rediscover) the gifts and talents that God has vested in us, and
more important, the calling he has placed on each of us to seek first the kingdom of God where we are.
When Life Goes Dark: Finding Hope in the Midst of Depression (C,L)
Richard Winter, Intervarsity Press, 2012
Depression strikes millions, across all ages and demographic groups. Approximately one in eight will have
a severe depressive episode at some point in their life. Women experience depression twice as often as
men. And over fifty percent of people with serious depression do not get adequate help. What can be
done? Psychiatrist and theologian Richard Winter explores the complex medical and psychological issues
surrounding depression. He sorts through recent scientific research on its biochemical and genetic causes
and examines social and cultural factors. Winter also dispels common Christian misunderstandings of
depression and looks at how biblical characters experienced severe despair. Throughout he offers ways
to help the suffering. Even in the shadow of the valley of death, there is hope for healing and
deliverance. This book is a helpful guide for those who find themselves, their loved ones or those they
counsel vulnerable to depression. Find here a framework both for understanding depression and for
rediscovering hope.
Surprised by Laughter: The Comic World of C.S. Lewis (Lewis)
Terry Lindvall, Thomas Nelson, 2012
All of his life, C. S. Lewis possessed a spirit of individuality. An atheist from childhood, he became a
Christian as an adult and eventually knew international acclaim as a respected theologian. He was known
worldwide for his works of fiction, especially the Chronicles of Narnia; and for his books on life and faith,
including Mere Christianity, A Grief Observed, and Surprised by Joy. But perhaps the most visible
difference in his life was his abiding sense of humor. It was through this humor that he often reached his
readers and listeners, allowing him to effectively touch so many lives. Terry Lindvall takes an in-depth
look at Lewis’s joyful approach toward living, dividing his study of C. S. Lewis’s wit into the four origins of
laughter in Uncle Screwtape’s eleventh letter to a junior devil in Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters: joy, fun,
the joke proper, and flippancy. Lindvall writes, "One bright and compelling feature we can see, sparking
in his sunlight and dancing in his moonlight, is laughter. Yet it is not too large to see at once because it
inhabited all Lewis was and did."
Chesterton: The Nightmare Goodness of God (Lewis)
Ralph C. Wood, Baylor University Press, 2011
The literary giant G. K. Chesterton is often praised as the "Great Optimist"--God’s rotund jester. In this
fresh and daring endeavor, Wood turns a critical eye on Chesterton’s corpus to reveal the beef-and-ale
believer’s darker vision of the world and those who live in it. During an age when the words grace, love,
and gospel, sound more hackneyed than genuine, Wood argues for a recovery of Chesterton’s primary
contentions: First, that the incarnation of Jesus was necessary reveals a world full not of a righteous
creation but of tragedy, terror, and nightmare, and second, that the problem of evil is only compounded
by a Christianity that seeks progress, political control, and cultural triumph. Wood’s sharp literary critique
moves beyond formulaic or overly pious readings to show that, rather than fleeing from the ghoulish
horrors of his time, Chesterton located God’s mysterious goodness within the existence of evil.
Chesterton seeks to reclaim the keen theological voice of this literary authority who wrestled often with
the counterclaims of paganism. In doing so, it argues that Christians may have more to learn from the
unbelieving world than is often supposed.
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