Now that I’m a short four months into my term as President of
the Iowa Chapter ASLA I’d like to thank our past Executive
Committee for their efforts in organizing a fantastic series of
events for 2016. Their dedication has also laid the groundwork
for tremendous opportunities in 2017, which we kicked off with
our Winter Social on January 19th. We finally caught a break from
winter weather and subsequently had an amazing turn out from
SSLA, ISU faculty and chapter members. It was great meeting and
catching up with those who were able to attend the Winter Social.
I hope to see many more of you at one of our various events
scheduled for 2017.

2017 IA ASLA/SSLA Winter Social at The Beerhouse

Partnership Program: Similar to previous years, our corporate
sponsors have the opportunity to take advantage of the Chapter’s
Partnership Program. This program streamlines sponsorship of
planned annual events and provides the support necessary for a
stable chapter budget.
We cannot over-emphasize the
importance our corporate sponsors play in supporting landscape
architecture in the state. Our recent Winter Social was a great
example of these relationships.
Unlike previous years, the 2017 Partnership Program will take
on a slightly different look as we gear up for the Central States
Conference planned for April 19-21 in Des Moines. This
regional conference will replace our annual Spring Conference;
welcoming members of 6 different chapters from 8 different
states! As a result, a larger fall conference is planned during
September, to allow greater opportunities for engaging our
corporate sponsors. With this revised package we will welcome
the support of our valuable tenured partners as well as
additional sponsors through the Central States Partnership
Program.
Calendar Overview: The coming year promises to be exciting for
both educational and social events; whether you’re a member or
non-member. The largest event of 2017 will be the Central States
Conference on April 19 – 21. This event will kick-off with a
welcome reception the evening of April 19th followed by two days
of educational and learning opportunities, including presentation
of Central States Awards during lunch on April 21st. As a
reminder, Award Submissions need to be uploaded by February
17th. We are not planning to have separate Iowa Chapter
professional awards in 2017 due to our hosting of the Central
States Conference.
We are also in the process of planning events during April as part
of World Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM) as well as
organizing opportunities for PARK(ing) Day on September 16th.
Stay tuned for more information on activities related to these two
events. We are again looking forward to our annual Golf Outing;
scheduled for June 9th at the Legacy Golf Course in Norwalk. We
are planning a larger Fall Conference this year to supplement
opportunities for professional development offset by our Central
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States Conference. The Fall Conference is slated for September
19th and will occur at Jester Park in Polk City. Our final event; the
ISU tailgate which provides an atmosphere for corporate
sponsors, professionals and SSLA members to socialize may
change this year to respond to a slightly different venue. If
anyone would like to get more involved in the planning of these
events, please reach out to any of our Executive Committee
members.

to future landscape architects and chapter members. Though not
set in stone, the Landscape Architecture Department is
considering a ‘LA Review Day’ for end of semester reviews at the
College of Design. This is tentatively being slated for Friday, April
28th. Please mark your calendars but stay tuned for additional
information as this is finalized.

 March 6, 2017 – Design Professionals Day on the Hill
 April 2017 – World Landscape Architecture Month
 April 19-21, 2017 – Central States Conference
 June 9, 2017 – IA ASLA Annual Golf Outing
Watch your email for specific dates and locations.

Firm Listings / Job Postings: As a reminder, the Iowa Chapter has
space on its website for Firm Listings and Job Postings. Firm
Listings are an inexpensive way to market your company to the
public. Listing job openings with the local Chapter is also an
effective way to target applicants; whether you’re looking for
entry-level candidates or seasoned staff.
ISU – Department of Landscape Architecture Review: You may
have noticed a different approach engaging professionals
interested in participating in year-end student project reviews at
Iowa State University in 2016. The Landscape Architecture
Department at Iowa State graciously provided the Executive
Committee with a schedule of studio review times a few weeks in
advance to provide more opportunities for professionals to work
these interactions into their schedules. As a result, we had good
representation from professionals with 9 external reviewers
attending. These reviews are a crucial mechanism for both
groups; providing understanding of new technologies impacting
design and also encouraging seasoned veterans to provide insight
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Center for Landscape Architecture: The Center for Landscape
Architecture in Washington D.C. is very close to completion. ASLA
National staff began moving back into the headquarters building
in Mid-January (See image of Director of Public Relations and
Communications, Terry Poltrack’s office). Work continues on
many portions of the building, but it was complete enough for
staff to transition from the flex space that they had been
occupying. Those of you that never made it to the old
Headquarters building will not have as much appreciation for the
modifications that have been made. Having been there
previously, I am very much looking forward to seeing the final
product at Mid-Year. The rest of the building will now match the
green roof that ASLA has done a wonderful job of showing off over
the years. The space will also have meeting rooms that are
anticipated to host both ASLA and other events. The Center’s
prime location makes it a perfect meeting point for those working
in or visiting Washington D.C. The society intends to have a grand
opening event that will coincide with the Mid-Year ASLA meetings
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in Washington D. C. on April 27th and 28th. For a quick look at
some of the construction there is a short video on the Center for
Landscape Architecture website: https://www.asla.org/center.aspx

this, I am proud to announce that the ASLA Iowa Chapter will be
providing two $2000 scholarships to the Ace Mentor Program for
2016 and 2017. This aligns with the priorities of National ASLA and
will provide two students interested in Landscape Architecture a
little assistance along the way. This was voted on by our Executive
Committee and passed just last week. I see this being an excellent
partnership between two excellent organizations.

Director of Public Relations and Communications Office at National HQ

ACE Mentor Program: The ACE Mentor Program has been around
for many years, but only recently have I become involved in it. The
two years that I have now been part of the Johnston and Hoover
High school groups I have had the opportunity to meet some
amazing kids. The groups work hand in hand with the students,
but as a mentor, I really enjoy the fact that we get to work with
other professionals as well. Yes, we do that every day, but not in
this informal setting; it’s a fun energy to be a part of. To see how
the students react to the different personalities and work of the
different disciplines involved; it is very rewarding to be the
Landscape Architect in the room. My group has evolved into a
team of three really great kids who do their homework tasks and
show up every Tuesday afternoon looking forward to what is next.
This program is very valuable as ASLA tries to increase awareness
of the profession and to also recruit more minorities into the
profession. Many of these kids had not heard about Landscape
Architecture before I kicked off the program with a short
presentation. I encourage all of you to get involved. It is worth a
few hours of your time on Tuesdays for 10-12 weeks. To further
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Futurist/Partnering Opportunity: IA ASLA is often asked to review
teaming opportunities. Recently, the Iowa Women in
Architecture group approached us with the idea of helping
sponsor a Futurist. What exactly is a futurist, you ask? Well, I
wasn’t sure either, but IA ASLA agreed to help sponsor the
speaker as long as all of our members were able to attend free of
charge. I can’t tell you how good of a decision that was. I saw
many of you there and it was one of the better events I have been
to in my many years of being involved with IA ASLA. David Zach, a
Milwaukee-based futurist, gave his talk at Shive-Hattery’s office
in West Des Moines on Thursday, January 26th. The event was
well attended and definitely enlightening. I am pretty sure that I
still don’t know exactly what a futurist is; but I am certain that I
will go back when he is in town again. His talk was largely based
on philosophy; challenging the audience to think about many
things – especially as it relates to our built environment, products,
materials and how we interact with them. He challenged us to
look at many things differently than we do today. As designers, I
think, we all look at things a little differently anyway, but his
perspectives, questions, statements, and comedy all pushed even

ia-asla@assocserv.com

the most bold designers in the room to go one step further in their
thinking. It was an excellent event and I will certainly push to have
a ‘futurist’ speak at another ASLA event soon. If you were not able
to attend I suggest you research David on his website. You can
even watch a video or two: www.davidzach.com (Evidently since
he is a futurist, he was able to get his own name as his website…)
National Update: National ASLA is traditionally quiet after the
annual National Meeting and Expo in the fall. They are now busy
getting paperwork completed and planning for next year. This fall
and start of the new year has been quite full. This was
compounded by the move back into the Center for Landscape
Architecture. I know they are settling in and are back to work. I
am very curious to hear how the lobbying efforts are going to be
focused this year. The new president seems to be turning D.C. on
end. From ‘the wall’ to the proposed changes to the EPA and
National Parks service, it is certain to be an eventful ride this year.
Please rest assured that the folks at ASLA National will be working
very hard to represent us. They are experts in positioning us on
the right committees and groups to make an impact on your
behalf. I am looking forward to helping that process once again in
late April.

Recent SSLA activities have provided Iowa State students with
new learning & professional outreach opportunities. Students
attended the National ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo in New
Orleans and the ASLA Iowa Chapter Fall Conference at the Neal
Smith National Wildlife Refuge. They have been building
relationships within all the program years through various social
and community events including a chili cook-off, holiday party,
and leaf raking for fundraising. Students were also able to connect
with local professionals through a firm crawl in Des Moines,
portfolio review, the ASLA/SSLA Homecoming tailgate and most
recently at the Winter Social where SSLA members gave a
presentation on 2016 IA ASLA-sponsored events they participated
in.
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ASLA hosted its annual Public Awareness Summit January 5-7,
2017, in Savannah, Georgia. The summit brought together
representatives from 47 of 49 ASLA chapters to collaborate and
discuss public-awareness opportunities and strategies for the
upcoming year. The Public Awareness Summit was started by
ASLA National six years ago in hopes of better educating and
informing each state’s representative about public awareness
best practices.
Over the years these ideas have resulted in the start of World
Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM), which is the month of
April and started in 2015. During WLAM chapters around the
country and world have been promoting landscape architecture
through various avenues. For the past couple years, cards stating:
“Designed by a Landscape Architect” and “This is Landscape
Architecture” were used in photos of spaces around the world
that were either designed by a landscape architect or are a form
of landscape architecture.
Last year during WLAM, several chapters around the country,
including our Iowa ASLA Chapter had viewing parties of the PBS
special called, “10 Parks that Changed America.” This PBS special
highlighted well-known parks around the United States of
America and gave the history and background of those parks and
the profession of landscape architecture. The Public Awareness
Summit also helps initiate ASLA’s involvement in Park(ing) Day,
which is an annual event where citizens, LA’s, artists and activists
collaborate to temporarily transform metered parking spaces into
“PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public park-like places.
This year is my first year serving as the Public Awareness
Representative for Iowa after serving as Associate Member at
Large on the Executive Committee last year. I had the privilege of
attending the summit in Savannah two weeks ago to represent
the Iowa Chapter. At this year’s Summit, representatives spent
two-and-one-half days listening to presentations from National
representatives on ASLA public relations in 2016, partaking in
group discussions and brainstorming activities for the upcoming
year. There were also presentations from three individual state
chapters on how they successfully promoted landscape
architecture in their state last year. Representatives from
Michigan, Mississippi, and the California Sierra chapters
presented ideas and events that their chapters did and the steps
that they took to make them successful.
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Landscape Architecture (SSLA) at Iowa State. We look forward to
sharing more about all of this throughout the year. Stay tuned.

Session at the 2017 Public Awareness Summit

The Michigan Chapter presented how they used television ads to
promote local events to spark interest and how they also created
a traveling gallery with their award submittals from that year.
They showcased the projects that received awards in public
libraries for several weeks at a time. The Mississippi Chapter
presented ways to successfully reach out to the local press in
order to highlight landscape architecture and all the ways we are
trying to positively affect our communities. The last two
representatives from the California Sierra Chapter presented
their idea of ‘Parks-in-a-Pod,’ which is a version of Park(ing) Day.
It is a traveling park that is set up in parking lots in different
communities throughout California to help promote various local
events and activities, while also seeking to get students involved.
It is then able to be stored in a PODS storage container that they
can move around, or store for the year when not in use.
The final day of the summit we were informed that this group of
49 people that represent each state at the summit will become
the new public relations representation for National after the
National Meeting & Expo in Los Angeles. The group will be called
the Public Awareness Coalition and we will be replacing the
current Public Awareness Committee that meets in Washington
D.C. The details of this are still being figured out and will be
officially stated later this year. After we were told this we then
broke into several groups and discussed how we can move
forward and build on the successful ideas and events we have
used in the past like WLAM and Park(ing) Day at our individual
chapters, with the help of National. We will be sharing more
about some of the ideas that we would like to pursue here in our
Iowa Chapter and the opportunities that members will have to
volunteer and get involved. We are looking to build on the existing
ideas & programs, while also partnering with students by getting
involved with local school programs and our Student Society of
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