2017 continues to be a busy year for the ASLA Iowa Chapter
Executive Committee. From hosting breakfast with legislators at
the Capitol, jurying professional award submissions for the ASLA
Prairie Gateway Chapter, planning the ASLA Central States
Conference and attending the presentation of ASLA Student
Awards at Iowa State.
ASLA Central States Conference: On April 19-21 the ASLA Iowa
Chapter hosted the 12th annual ASLA Central States Conference.
This was the third time that the conference has been held in Des
Moines since hosting the initial meeting in 2006. Despite setbacks
with our original venue, the Executive Committee remained unphased to continue planning efforts in advance of the conference.
Held at the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates, from all feedback
received to date, the event was a huge success. This wouldn’t
have been possible without the tireless volunteering efforts of our
members and Executive Committee. The hours put in preparing
sponsorship posters and conference programs, coordinating food
and AV needs, organizing education session materials, printing
awards certificates, and being available the day of to assist with
registration, answer questions, and hand out education session
sign-in sheets was truly appreciated. Though we are still in the
process of conference wrap-up, our estimates have attendance at
roughly 190, after anticipating 150. We were also fortunate in
having an incredible list of speakers, capped by Ken Smith
providing a keynote address discussing work at Cowles Commons.
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Tour and Educational Session at the 2017 Central States Conference

Chapter Awards: The Executive Committee opted to only provide
chapter professional awards as part of the ASLA Central States
Conference instead of having separate professional awards this
year. The call for entries was advertised in January with
submissions due in mid-February. We received 79 entries total
between professionals and students. Submissions were juried by
the ASLA Illinois Chapter with 36 awards being awarded; 15 to
professional projects. Awards were announced during an
extended lunch session at the ASLA Central State Conference. We
were fortunate to have many of Iowa’s talented firms and
practitioners represented in this year’s awards. It’s always a
highlight celebrating the great services and work that landscape
architects provide.
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The Iowa Chapter will be providing student awards as part of the
Fall Conference on September 19 at Jester Park. The call for
entries was sent out on April 24th to alert students prior to the
end of the spring semester. Submissions will be due in late
August, about a month before the conference. We hope to see
many of you there.
Calendar Overview: We are again looking forward to our annual
Golf Outing; scheduled for June 9th at the Legacy Golf Course in
Norwalk. We are planning a larger Fall Conference this year to
supplement opportunities for professional development offset by
the Central States Conference. The Fall Conference is slated for
September 19th and will occur at Jester Park in Polk City. Our final
event; the ISU tailgate which provides an atmosphere for
corporate sponsors, professionals and SSLA members to socialize
may change this year to respond to a slightly different venue. If
anyone would like to get more involved in the planning of these
events, please reach out to any of our Executive Committee
members.
Firm Listings / Job Postings: As a reminder, the Iowa Chapter has
space on its website for Firm Listings and Job Postings. Firm
Listings are an inexpensive way to market your company to the
public. Listing job openings with the local Chapter is also an
effective way to target applicants; whether you’re looking for
entry-level candidates or seasoned staff.

Continuing Education and Licensure Renewal: Those of you who
have recently renewed your license may have received notice that
your renewal has been selected for audit. As a result of the
nationwide movement to scrutinize the need for professional
licensure of some disciplines we are anticipating every landscape
architect who renews to be audited by the Iowa Licensing Board.
Thankfully, landscape architecture licensure has not been
considered for deregulation in Iowa.
As a reminder to chapter members, Iowa is a self-reporting state
that requires 24 continuing education credits in topics of health,
safety and welfare (HSW) every 2 years. Examples of health,
safety and welfare subjects can be located on the National ASLA
website: https://www.asla.org/edrequirements.aspx or at the
Iowa Licensing Board website:
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/chapters?a
gency=193D.
In order to better align CEU reporting with requirements of the
Iowa Licensing Board the Executive Committee implemented the
first in many changes that we hope will assist members in their
renewal and auditing process as part of the CEU certificate for
Central States. Those who attended the conference will notice
the designation of (HSW) credits on the CEU certificate. You may
also have noticed the inclusion of learning objectives for each
education session as part of the conference program.
Additionally, we required attendees to sign-in at the beginning of
each education session in order for the Chapter to be able to
provide proof of attendance should it be required by the Licensing
Board. Each of the procedures listed above are requirements of
the LA CES Program. Watch your email for further licensure
renewal assistance as the Executive Committee strives to include
additional information on the Iowa Chapter ASLA web page:
http://www.iaasla.org/

 June 9, 2017 – IA ASLA Annual Golf Outing
 September 19, 2017 – IA ASLA Annual Fall Conference
Watch your email for specific dates and locations.
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As your trustee I pride myself on dong the best I can to represent
you and our state at the National level. Each spring that includes
a trip to Washington D.C. and several visits with our legislative
representatives. I will highlight some of the issues we discussed
below, but this year I was also able to preview the ‘almost
completed’ Center for Landscape Architecture (see image). Lastly,
the Trustees meetings took a break on Saturday to allow those
interested to participate in the Climate March in Washington. I
participated because there are many environmental issues that
Landscape Architects and I support that need funding and
attention paid to them; regardless of your respective thoughts on
Climate Change.

Newly remodeled ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture

Green roof at the ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture

Lobbying Efforts: I worked with Bruce Niedermyer (RDG) and
Alyssa Tullar (MMS Consultants) to develop a strategy in
presenting to our Senators and Representatives on Thursday,
April 27th. All three of us met with the office of Senators Grassley
and Ernst, then we divided up to meet with our Representatives.
I met with David Young, Bruce with Steve King, and Alyssa met
with Dave Loebsack. Our Senate meetings were first so we all
three had the format and issues fine-tuned; prior to striking out
on our own. We talked about 4 major issues on your behalf:

Infrastructure:
 Support an Infrastructure bill that includes funding for
sound planning and design.
 More than just roads and bridges.
 Support and Encourage Green Infrastructure projects.
 Landscape Architects have the experience and training
to lead these projects.
Tiger Grants:
 2017 Skinny budget proposed the elimination of Tiger
Grants.
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Seems to be loved by communities and supported by
both parties (odd to be cut).
 Asked each legislator to make sure and include funding
for Tiger Grants in future budget discussions.
Water Management Systems:
 2017 Skinny Budget increased funding by ($4 million) for
the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving
Funds.
 However, it cut ($498 Million) from the Agriculture
Water and Wastewater loan and grant program, instead
referring them to use the Drinking Water and Clean
Water State Revolving Funds.
 Equates to a cut of ($494 Million) to Water Quality.
 Asked each legislator to appropriate the proper dollars
to these funds, combined or not – keep the same
money.
Land and Water Conservation Fund:
 Currently funded until 2018 from offshore drilling
receipts (has $900 Million of a $9 billion dollar pot).
 Legislation proposed to make that 10% permanent.
 Legislators resisted this ask as they want the ability to
move money and review programs.
 Much of the Public land in the West was purchased using
this fund.

From left: Matt Carlile, Alyssa Tullar, and Bruce Niedermyer met with
Senators and Representatives in Washington D.C.
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In our wrap-up after the meetings there were discussions about
next year and what topics we wanted to discuss. As always, the
membership is surveyed to make sure we are in line with their
needs. The combined consensus was that transportation issues
will always rise to the top as most firms utilize those programs the
most, but the pollinator issue was a close second, so I could see
that being added next year. I advocated for a more inclusive
approach to the water management issues and asked them to
look at including agriculture-related water issues next year. The
last thing they addressed was the Advocacy network. I would
never ask you to support something you do not want to, but if you
agree with whatever topic is put forward – please take a few
moments to respond. It’s very easy and they have data that
supports that a timely response on these issues does make an
impact. As few as 10 letters on a topic can change their vote in
some cases.
Center for Landscape Architecture: The Green roof project that
was completed many years back, was the first of its kind in
Washington D.C and now there are many of them that you can
see from the new Center. We were leaders and received amazing
press from the improvements. Unfortunately, the building itself
was not as great as the green roof above it. The organization has
been discussing the remodel of the space for many years and
finally decided to move forward two years ago. As someone who
saw the space previously; the transition is amazing. It was
previously very dark and closed in and the journey to the green
roof space was daunting at best. Now it has a bright staircase that
is illuminated with a skylight. The natural light now flows into each
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be a big bonus to the ISU students in 2018. If you have not already
planned to attend the event, please consider doing so. The
speakers and tours are excellent. I look forward to someday being
able to go on the tours. Trustee meetings now overlap them, but
the lineup this year is fantastic.

floor providing a great working environment. The best part is that
legislators and allied professions are already calling and asking to
use the flex space located on the first floor. I have little doubt that,
once open, we will gain similar or more exposure than we did
when the green roof project was completed. Those of you that
donated to the cause, your money was well spent, it will help staff
do their jobs and it will be a marketing piece for the profession.
The official opening of the Center will be on May 17th.
Rebranding Efforts: Speaking of marketing efforts… Yes, the
society is looking at modifying the logo and the brand of ASLA.
This was intended to be tied to the opening of the Center for
Landscape Architecture and be the new fresh face of ASLA, all at
once. Something that those outside of Washington could see.
However, when designing a logo and marketing materials for a
group of DESIGNERS; things don’t always go as planned. Poulin +
Morris out of New York City is working on the brand. Please check
out their website if you are interested:

http://www.poulinmorris.com/
We were able to preview the initial thoughts, but I don’t think
they are that close to revealing anything new at the moment. I
think the hope is that by the conference in Los Angeles this fall,
they will have it ready to roll out.
ASLA National – Los Angeles: The Conference planning for Los
Angeles is going very well. Sponsorships and attendance are both
ahead of projections. One thing that I do want to point out to all
of the ISU graduates is that the Tailgate event that is held on the
exhibitor floor is actually a competition. The school with the most
Team Pride / Spirit will win 15, yes 15 conference student
registrations for Philadelphia next year. Second place gets 10, and
third place gets 5. A little bit of marketing and organization could
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ACE Mentor Program: National ASLA has supported the ACE
Mentor program for many years. I, personally, have been involved
for the past two years here at the local level. This is an excellent
program to get involved with. Our profession clearly has an issue
with a lack of diversity and the ACE program can help us with that,
but it needs more Landscape Architects to volunteer. It is not time
away from your work, it is continuing the profession, and I think
you might find that you are marketing yourselves at the same
time. During my time being involved with ACE Mentor, I have met
many people from allied professions that I now talk with on a
regular basis. At the Trustee level, I carried this message to
National and I am going to work with ASLA and others to get
Landscape Architects to be a bigger part of the program moving
forward.
Licensure Update: The current political climate has many states
considering de-regulation. Twelve states had to defend their
licensure just this year. It’s not a matter of if, it is a matter of when
we will have to do the same. Josh Shields and I are working with
the local board to make sure we have a plan moving forward for
when that happens to us. As a member please remember that you
have the local and national support that can mobilize on a
moments’ notice when issues like this arise. The National
Government Affairs folks combined with our local state lobbyist,
give us a great first line of defense if we ever need it.
Conclusion: The Trustee position allows me to see many things
behind the scenes of ASLA. Trust me when I say that most, if not
all, of the staff is working very hard on your behalf. The work that
your Government Affairs staff does is so under-appreciated.
Roxanne Blackwell, in-particular, knows Washington, how to get
us positioned in the right spots and gets ASLA a seat at some very
prominent meetings; meetings that may now be held at the
Center for Landscape Architecture.

ia-asla@assocserv.com

If you are ever part of a march in Washington, I suggest that you
participate and then return to see the aftermath. I was appalled
at the mess the march left on the streets and the area around the
White House (see image). My family toured the grounds after and
there were piles of trash, protestor signs, and junk scattered
everywhere; and this was a march about protecting the
environment. Next time, ASLA should volunteer to pick up after
the event and publicize that.
Thanks again for electing me as your trustee. If you have any
thoughts, questions, or comments; please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

2017-2018 elections for the officers on the SSLA executive board
were recently held and those who were elected are looking
forward to the upcoming year and a new calendar of events. In
the last few months SSLA students came up with a design for
hammock frames, made from repurposed parklet materials, that
were showcased at the College of Design and they talked about
them in front of the Parks Library on Earth Day. Students recently
attended a photography workshop and also attended a Lumion
3D software tutorial. Some students accepted awards and
attended the Iowa ASLA Central States conference in April. Finally,
SSLA wrapped up the year with their annual SSLA/professor pot
luck and BBQ.

Thank you to those who attended and especially to those who
volunteered at the Waveland Park Info Hub rest stop during the
Mayor’s Annual Ride and Run (MARR). The MARR happens in
April and is a good chance for us to get involved and be present
in the community during World Landscape Architecture Month.
Signs promoting landscape architecture were placed along the
route and people participating got a chance to interact with
landscape architects who were handing out snacks and drinks at
the rest stop.

Environment protection march in Washington D.C. and the aftermath
Waveland Park Info Hub and rest stop at the MARR
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