Following in the wake of hosting a successful Central States
Conference, the Executive Committee continues to look for
opportunities to bring chapter members and partners together;
for mutual learning and celebration.

public. Listing job openings with the local Chapter is also an
effective way to target applicants; whether you’re looking for
entry-level candidates or seasoned staff.

Golf Outing: This year’s Iowa Chapter Golf Outing was held on a
sunny and very warm Friday in June at the Legacy Golf Course in
Norwalk. The heat aside, it was an incredible success; with 55
participants and a Yeti cooler, wireless speakers and Yeti cups
given away as prizes. The success of this event, like all of the
events offered throughout the year, could not be possible without
the support and generosity of our Chapter Partners. Many thanks
to our Chapter Partners and members who were able to
participate in the Annual Golf Outing.
Calendar Overview: As summer begins to wind down we continue
to work on fall event planning. This year’s Fall Conference will be
September 19th at Jester Park in Polk City and will follow a format
similar to last year’s event. We would also like to remind
members that PARK(ing) Day will be Friday, September 15 th. We
are in the process of preparing assistance for members planning
to participate in this event. After some discussion, the Executive
Committee has also decided to move forward with our annual ISU
tailgate as well as a new event; both providing opportunities for
professionals, SSLA members and chapter partners to socialize
and celebrate the profession. The tailgate will coincide with the
ISU/Texas football game scheduled for Thursday, September 28.
Kick-off is scheduled for either 6:30 or 7pm. More details will be
forthcoming as we continue to plan this event. Please also save
the date of Saturday, October 7 to participate in a picnic/bike ride
along a portion of the High Trestle Trail. This event is still in the
planning stage, with more details to be hammered out once SSLA
members reconvene in August. If anyone would like to assist in
planning any of these events, please reach out to one of your
Executive Committee representatives.
Firm Listings / Job Postings: As a reminder, the Iowa Chapter has
space on its website for Firm Listings and Job Postings. Firm
Listings are an inexpensive way to market your company to the
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Chapter Elections: Thank you to all who ran for positions, for those
who submitted ballots during the voting period, and
congratulations to all who will be joining the 2017-2018 IA ASLA
Executive Committee. Results were due to National ASLA on
August 20th. The reporting date was moved up last year to
encourage new officers to attend the Annual Meeting & Expo
every October. This year the chapter has a number of positions
that will see new leadership at conclusion of the Annual Meeting
in Los Angeles. Of the 9 voting Executive Committee positions,
only 3 will continue into 2018; Eric Doll will continue as Treasurer,
Bruce Niedermyer will assume the mantle of President and I will
transition to Past-President. This is the greatest turn over in
leadership for the chapter in quite some time, but provides a
great opportunity for the chapter to continue to establish new
relationships and build foundations for future endeavors.
Strategic Planning: With the expanding role that landscape
architects play in molding the nation’s infrastructure and new and
dynamic opportunities facing the profession, there will be no
better time for the chapter to go through a strategic planning
process. The Executive Committee has started coordinating a
strategic planning process with a goal of polling chapter members
regarding offered events, successes, opportunities and overall
stewardship of the profession at the chapter level sometime later
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this fall. Once live, we ask that you take time to provide
constructive feedback, as your comments will serve as the
backbone for discussions setting chapter goals for the coming
years.
We will invite Julia Lent from National ASLA to assist us in a
brainstorming and goal setting session once survey results have
been compiled. Julia has assisted multiple chapters in strategic
planning efforts and brings valuable knowledge of their struggles
and efforts as we plan for the continued growth of our chapter.
As we are still early in planning efforts for this process we wanted
to take the time to alert you of our intentions and also provide
you with an opportunity to begin evaluating your personal
experience with the chapter. Now would also be a great time to
begin brainstorming future opportunities ahead of the survey.
As Alan Lakein once remarked, “Planning is bringing the future
into the present so that you can do something about it now.” We
are anticipating plenty of opportunities for any members who
may have a desire to assist in our strategic planning efforts, so
please reach out to me and let me know of your interest.







September 15 – National PARK(ing) Day
September 19 – IA ASLA Annual Fall Conference
September 28 – IA ASLA/SSLA Tailgate
October 7 – High Trestle Trail Picnic + Bike Ride
October 20-23 – National Meeting and Expo

Watch your email for specific dates and locations.

The summer months of my Trustee service are rather slow. I am
on the Honors and Awards Committee as well as the policy
committee. Each of those groups have monthly conference calls
to make sure things are moving forward. From those groups, I can
share a few things, but most items discussed are confidential. In
particular, the Honors and Awards group is very tight-lipped
about juries and selections of this or that. The one thing that I can
share is that we need more qualified jurors at the national level
from the Midwest. I won’t share details, but I would very much
like to hear from all of you on this topic. If you know of an ASLA
member that is worthy of being nominated for a National awards
jury, please let me know. On the policy committee side, I have
shared with you previously that I am working to get the official
ASLA Agriculture policy modified. This is an uphill effort and it
truly takes a village. The committee has folks from New York,
California, Oregon, Illinois, South Carolina, and Iowa. All areas
have differing approaches to agriculture. So, stay tuned for an
official update. I do want to say thank you to Gary Scott, FASLA for
assisting me with this process. He shares a similar passion for this
topic and has been a big help.
As your chapter leaders we try to make sure and offer a balance
of educational opportunities and fun events for our membership.
This year we have the opportunity to host several fun events. I
encourage all of you to make plans to attend the September 28 th
Tailgate party in Ames. This is a Thursday night game so it will be
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an afternoon of hanging out with other ASLA members and
students. These Thursday events have typically been the best
attended. We will also be sharing news soon of the first annual
ASLA picnic and bike ride. This will be a second event designed to
bring professionals together with students, to have a little fun, see
some sights, and enjoy some food. Please make plans to attend
both events.
As my last duty as your trustee I will be attending the conference
in Los Angeles. I look forward to those meetings and the
connections I make at them with other Landscape Architects form
around the country as well as our amazing staff. The agenda is
being completed as we speak, but I am certain it will be another
productive meeting. As always, I will report on the decisions made
when I return.
I would like to encourage all of you to try and attend a national
event if you have not. They have excellent educational sessions,
site tours, and vendor booths. I know it is usually a plane ticket
and added hotel rooms, but you can get almost all of your
continuing education credits in about three days while enjoying
the sights and sounds of the host community. The organization
and staff works very hard all year to make sure this national event
is a success. If you make plans to attend, you will not regret it.
With my term ending I am still going to make sure and attend
future national events.

Thanks again for electing me as your trustee. If you have any
thoughts, questions, or comments; please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

At the end of May faculty of the ISU Department of Landscape
Architecture traveled to China. Carl Rogers, Department Chair,
and Bambi Yost, Associate Professor traveled to Beijing, China to
attend the annual meeting of the Council of Educators in
Landscape Architecture (CELA). In addition to visiting Beijing,
Professors Rogers and Yost, visited Shanghai and Nanjing. In
Shanghai, Carl and Bambi, visited Tongji University and met with
faculty in the Department of Urban Planning and Landscape
Studies. They also visited a Landscape Studies faculty/student
designed green roof installed on the Tongji campus (image
below).

Faculty/student designed green roof on Tongji campus

In addition to visiting Tongji, Rogers and Yost also visited the
design offices of Design Workshop, Sasaki Associates and
LiveNaked. Design Workshop staff shared project designs for a
variety of different projects in China and discussed the
possibilities of an internship program. While at Sasaki Associates,
Rogers and Yost learned about the firm’s projects and met with a
variety of staff in the office. Professor Yost presented her research
work on Land Art to the LiveNaked staff (see image).
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Bambi Yost, Associate Professor, presented her research work on Land
Art to the staff of LiveNaked
Jiming Temple

After Shanghai, Rogers and Yost traveled to Nanjing to visit with
faculty in the landscape architecture department at Southeast
University. The university is very similar to the undergraduate
program at Iowa State University and there was discussion about
future exchanges between students and faculty. Rogers and Yost
also visited the ancient city wall (image left) built during the
Ming Dynasty in the 1300s and the Jiming Temple (image
above), originally built in 557 b.c.

Ancient City Wall in Nanjing
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The final stop on the trip was Beijing for the CELA conference
(photo from Beijing). Professor Yost presented her research on
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Beijing, host city of the 2017 CELA Conference

children’s play environments and Rogers attended the
administrator’s meeting learning about landscape architecture
education in China. Rogers and Yost also met with staff at
Turenscape Landscape Architects and learned about an
educational academy that the firm has started in rural China. The
academy is intended for a hands-on experience where
participants stay at the firm’s facilities to work on projects in the
community.
Overall the trip was very enlightening and the ISU Department of
Landscape Architecture looks forward to future collaborations
with universities and firms whom Rogers and Yost met with on the
trip.
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