one lifetime. Not quite 120 years old as a profession – the sky’s
the limit!
As I transition the Chapter Presidency to Bruce Niedermyer I’d
like to thank each of you for an incredible year. 2017 was a
record year – from the Winter Social and Central States ASLA
Conference to the Golf Outing, Fall Conference and ASLA/SSLA
Bike Ride. Looking forward, 2018 is shaping up to be even
better! Following in the wake of hosting a successful Central
States Conference, the Executive Committee continues to look
for opportunities to bring chapter members and partners
together; for mutual learning and celebration.
Chapter Elections: The third installment of our newsletter had
already gone out before we knew the professionals who would
comprise the 2018 Executive Committee. Each of these
individuals officially took office upon completion of the ASLA
Annual Meeting & EXPO a couple of weeks ago. Please join me
in congratulating each of them on their success as they begin
working for the betterment of all Chapter members.
President: Bruce Niedermyer
President Elect: Keith Billick
Past President: Josh Shields
Vice President: Brenda Nelson
Trustee: Pat Dunn
Treasurer: Eric Doll
Secretary: Lara Guldenpfennig
Member at Large: Hans Klein-Hewett
Associate Member at Large: Sara Davids
Public Relations Chair: Garret Munch

IA ASLA/SSLA Bike Ride: For 2017 we tried a new event aimed at
providing interaction between professionals and student SSLA
members. In early October we gathered on the High Trestle
Trail to share the trail and catch the lights on the Trestle Bridge
at sunset. I’m not sure how many individuals were able to
participate, but I had a great time and really enjoyed talking with
a group of students on the bridge as the lights came on. I’m
hoping these shared experiences are something we can continue
to foster in 2018.
Calendar Overview: With 2017 quickly coming to a close we want
to take a moment to remind everyone to take the opportunity to
assist with year-end reviews at Iowa State on December 6, 7 and
8. As soon as we have more information on confirmed dates
and times, as well as descriptions for each studio, we will be
sending an email invite out for chapter members wishing to
assist in providing input for student projects. As a reminder –
we are in the process of planning our Winter Social to occur in
late January and will send information as soon as a date and
location are set. Stay tuned!
Firm Listings / Job Postings: Don’t’ forget, the Iowa Chapter has
space on its website for Firm Listings and Job Postings. Firm
Listings are an inexpensive way to market your company to the
public. Listing job openings with the local Chapter is also an

Fall Conference: This year’s fall conference was held at the Jester
Park Lodge and built on the success of last year’s event. With
more than 60 participants, we enjoyed hearing from a number
of students, participated in a brief Shinrin Yoku walk, and
received an update on the health and wellness of Polk County.
Similar to last year, we also were fortunate to hear from
esteemed colleagues Paul Anderson, Larry Wilson and Tom
Dunbar while watching pelicans migrating on Saylorville Lake in
the background. Listening to them, one couldn’t help but see
the tremendous impact a landscape architect can have in just
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effective way to target applicants; whether you’re looking for
entry-level candidates or seasoned staff.
Strategic Planning: Now that the 2017/2018 Executive
Committee has their first meeting under their belt, we will begin
working in earnest to seek input on your vision for the Iowa
Chapter ASLA as part of an upcoming strategic planning session.
As part of this process we will ask that you take time to provide
constructive feedback, as your comments will serve as the
backbone for discussions setting chapter goals for the coming
years. Our hope is to provide an online survey for feedback in
the coming weeks so we can invite Julia Lent from National ASLA
to assist us in a brainstorming and goal setting session once
survey results have been compiled.
A message from Bruce – incoming Chapter President: Now that
I’m officially beginning my term as President of the Iowa
Chapter, I’d like to thank you all for your support and say how
excited I am to serve as your President for the next year! We
have a great year planned and I look forward to working with
you all to ensure a successful future for our chapter.
Chapter Presidents Council: One of the many perks of becoming
the Iowa Chapter President for ASLA is the ability to attend
Chapter Presidents Council (CPC) meetings twice a year with
Presidents from all the state chapters. We use this time to
understand best practices from across the nation and improve

how each chapter is served. One series of these meetings was
held before the ASLA Annual Meeting last month in Los Angeles.
The focus of these meetings continues to be on recruiting
membership, advocacy at the state-level, updates from ASLA
National from a business perspective, career discovery, and
much more! There are many exciting efforts happening at a
national level and we are all thankful for the support they offer
all chapters.
Annual Meeting and Expo: After attending the CPC Meetings in
Los Angeles, I stuck around through the weekend to attend the
Annual Meeting and Expo. From education sessions to evening
socials and the ISU alumni tailgate, the entire experience did not
disappoint! Plus, sneaking away to Venice Beach for an
afternoon and observing some local landscape architecture
didn’t hurt! The diversity of knowledge and experience of
landscape architects across the nation, which was highlighted
throughout the education sessions, continues to inspire me to
push the boundaries of our profession and help to educate
people on what we do on a daily basis.
If you have any questions or ideas for the year ahead, please do
not hesitate to reach out to me or anyone else on the Executive
Committee. We look forward to collaborating with you in the
year ahead!






December 6-8 – ISU Year-end Reviews
January 18 – IA ASLA/SSLA Winter Social
March 26 – P.H. Elwood Lecture at Iowa State
June – IA ASLA Golf Outing

Watch your email for specific dates, times, and locations.
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I’d be remiss if I did not first start out with a thank you for
electing me to represent you at the national level. I have
enjoyed being the Iowa Chapter Trustee for my allotted two
consecutive terms. It seems like the first meeting I attended in
San Diego as an incoming Trustee could not have been 7 years
ago, but it was. I spent the first few years understanding the
process and getting to know how things work. During my time I
served on the Honors and Awards committee as well as the
Policy committee. As a board we have overseen the payoff of
the National Headquarters building, the fundraising and
development of the new Center for Landscape Architecture, and
most recently the work on a new ASLA Brand / Logo. We also
have voted on many legislative and licensure issues throughout
my years.
Licensure: In the past year, 20 states have faced some sort of
deregulation. Currently Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio are
actively working on defending their current language. If you are
a registered Landscape Architect in the state of Iowa, you have
likely received the notice that you are being audited and that
you need to verify your professional development hours. This is
a good thing as it provides data and adds to the legitimacy of our
profession. As Landscape Architects we all know the value we
bring to our clients, but we need to be able to show legislators
that our governing body is active and making sure that we are
following the licensure regulations that are in place. If we can’t
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show that we are actively monitoring licensees, then we will be
more likely to end up on a list of professions to be deregulated.
So, prepare to be audited if you have not been already; and do
so with a smile knowing that you are helping all Landscape
Architects in the process.
Agriculture Policy: In 2014 ASLA Trustees passed a new
Agriculture Policy. The policy itself was good, but the stated
rationale was not, in my opinion. In it the author stated: “From
small family farms to large-scale industrial farms, agriculture is
one of the most dangerous industries in the United States.” This
statement never sat well with me and I objected that it was not
appropriate. The response was that the rationale was not
important and that it would not be shown publicly and it was
passed by the group. I, however, found it all online a few weeks
later. So, after three years of debate and re-writing; with the
help of many Landscape Architects who grew up as farmers, the
revised statement and rationale was approved at the fall
meeting. The link to the approved language is below. A very long
process with some concessions, but still a much more positive
statement and rationale.
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/P
ublic_Policies/Agriculture.pdf
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ASLA Logo (New): In the next year, I would expect that you will
see a new ASLA logo and brand released. This was the third
meeting in which it has been a topic of discussion. The intent
was to release a new version just after the Center for Landscape
Architecture was completed. However, they neglected to think
about 60 designers in a room critiquing a design. So, the process
has drug out much longer than originally anticipated. I am
certain that Pat Dunn will provide you updates after the May
meeting and maybe next Fall as well.
Blue Ribbon Panel on Climate Change: As part of the fall meeting
we had a panel discussion on this topic. In particular, we
discussed what Landscape Architects can do to be leaders in
these efforts. The two links below explain the panel and the
goals of the panel. I encourage you to click on them and again
see some of the extra efforts your organization makes on your
behalf.
https://asla.org/climatepolicies.aspx
https://dirt.asla.org/2017/09/13/asla-convenes-blue-ribbonpanel-on-climate-change-and-resilient-design/
Conclusion: As of this election, it will mark the first time in my
entire career that I will not hold some type of position with the
organization. I believe the only position I have not held is
Secretary. It was an honor to represent you and please have
faith that ASLA National is representing you well. The staff in
Washington D.C. is top notch. Lastly, most of you know Pat Dunn
– he will do a great job as Trustee. He was welcomed the Trustee
group and participated in some of the discussions last month in
Los Angeles. My title may no longer be Trustee, but I am always
happy to help (just a little less than before). I look forward to
seeing all of you at the next ASLA event.
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Many of you may have recently received an email with updates
and news about the ISU Department of Landscape Architecture.
If you didn’t, or haven’t had a chance to read it, you may do so
now by clicking HERE.

On October 11th and 12th, Eric Doll participated in the Creative
Placemaking Workshop in Ottumwa, IA. Main Street Ottumwa
was the recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts Our
Town grant to increase knowledge across Iowa of creative
placemaking. Eric represented the Iowa Chapter of ASLA and
spent quality time learning about our state’s Main Street
Program, resources to incorporate into Main Street initiatives,
and of course how landscape architecture plays a major role in
creative placemaking.
A major emphasis of the workshop was how to work
collaboratively to integrate the arts, transportation, public
health and economic development into creative placemaking.
The first day of the workshop the nearly 100+ participants
learned about Ottumwa’s recent progress and current initiatives,
heard from Jason Roberts about what is a “Better Block”, and
became informed on the numerous state programs that assist
and fund Main Street projects. As the day progressed, I spent
much time conversing with Main Street Directors from across
the state and began asking questions about the role landscape
architects may have played on any of their past or future
projects. I learned quickly that many of the smaller Main Street
communities do not work directly with landscape architects, but
more so with civil engineers. I often found myself describing to
several folks how landscape architecture is different than civil
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engineering in that we deeply embed ourselves in the realm of
people, place, and art.
The second day of the workshop was quite spectacular. The
nearly 100+ people showed up in downtown Ottumwa ready to
work. The Better Block organizers structured teams of people
and orchestrated projects that ranged from painting bike lanes,
establishing pop-up storefront shops, constructing site furniture,
to creating an entirely new park from an empty gravel lot. With
that many people working together, the streetscape changed
ramatically over the course of the day. I enjoyed moving from
project to project and interacting with many people to learn how
they might benefit from this creative placemaking exercise.
All in all the event was a success and I am confident that our
organization was well-received from all parties. I think it was
great to learn more about the types of projects that many of
Iowa’s Communities are pursuing and how the Main Street Iowa
Community works together to share resources and support each
other, even though they often compete against each other for
project funding. The take-away message for me was that, to
make a positive change in our community, sometimes we have
to put the pencils down and start making the change. Otherwise,
we will never know what will REALLY happen when we do
something different. That, and you can pretty much get away
with anything if you wear a high-vis, reflective vest.

Photos from the Creative Placemaking Workshop in Ottumwa:
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