Education Updates
Fall 2013

Valley Branch Watershed District’s 2015-2025
Plan Workshop - October 30, 4-6pm

The Valley Branch Watershed District is in the process of
updating its Watershed Management Plan. The Plan sets
the mission, policies, and actions for managing lakes,
ponds, streams, wetlands, and groundwater within the
district.

The public is invited to come to the Plan Workshop to meet
city officials, state agency staff, and other stakeholders, and
to share their opinion with the District Managers.
The goal is to learn how people in the district use water resources, what concerns they have
about the management of those resources, and where the district should focus its efforts
and funds over the next ten years.

7th Annual Buckthorn Removal Day October 26, 9-Noon

,
EMWREP is joining the city of Newport to support volunteers in an annual day of buckthorn removal from Newport’s Bailey School Forest Park, one of Newport’s most
beautiful parks. Volunteers who come will help keep the
park beautiful and learn how to control and prevent the
spread of buckthorn, an aggressive invasive species.
To learn more visit www.ci.newport.mn.us or contact
Renee Helm at rhelm@newportmn.com.

2012 Buckthorn Removal Volunteers

Green Congregations Focus Groups - October 22nd & 24th
EMWREP is co-hosting two focus groups with RWMWD
and RCWD for pastors, church council members and
other interested members to inform the creation of a Water
Resource Education Toolkit for congregations. Local
congregations have used grant funding to install stormwater
retrofit projects such as raingardens and porous pavement,
and we are researching the best way to capitalize on the
educational value of such projects.
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MIDS Community Workshop
On September 18th, more than 20 local community leaders
attended a workshop to learn about the recently developed
MIDS (minimal impact development standards) Community
Assistance Package and how it can help cities and the county
protect local water resources more effectively. The WCD has
applied for funding to provide one-on-one assistance in 2014
to communities interested in adopting the package.

Representatives from Washington County and cities listened
as Jay Michels, EOR Inc., talked about MIDS and the
Community Assistance Package.

Pond Dipping at Cottage
Grove Ravine Regional
Park
Along with the Friends of
the Mississippi River, Angie
Hong helped a group of
30 children and adults to
explore and learn more
about Cottage Grove
Ravine Regional Park.
FMR’s Karen Schik took
the group on a wetland
identification hike, while
Angie had them pond
dipping to learn about how
macroinvertebrates are
indicators of water quality.
Maintenance Workshops

Jenn Radtke hosted two
maintenance workshops this
summer with local homeowners,
one in early June for raingarden
maintenance, and a native
shoreline maintenance workshop
in late June. Over 30 people
attended the workshops.

Updates on Summer Community Outreach
This summer Jenn Radtke and Angie Hong
represented EMWREP at numerous events to inform
the public about things they can do in their yards and
homes to help protect local lakes and streams. Some
of them included the RWMWD’s Waterfest, Explore
Your Parks Day, Belwin Bison Release, Family
Means St. Croix Valley Garden
Tour, as well as the County Fair
and State Fair.
County Paper Shredding Event
On Friday, September 20, Jenn Radtke and Angie
Hong spent the day working the drive line at the
Cottage Grove Public Works
County Paper Shredding
Open House
Event. They handed out
information about funding
On September 19th, Angie Hong
available to residents to do
represented EMWREP and the
clean water projects, as well
SWWD at this popular event.
as leaky toilet test tablets
More than 200 children stopped
from the MPCA. It was a
by to try out our watershed fishing
great chance to connect
activity.
with more than 300 people
who live in the county.
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St. Croix River Workshop on the Water
On July 17th, over 100 local officials joined us for
a Workshop on the Water. This year’s workshop
addressed current concerns, such as aquatic invasive
species, the new St. Croix River crossing, and the
official Lake St. Croix restoration plan. Workshop
presenters shared case studies and spoke about
strategies for reducing phosphorus in the river. After
Angie Hong speaks about EMWREP
three hours of learning, we put our local decision
makers to work. Folks gathered in small groups
based on where they were from and talked to one another about recent and upcoming
projects, as well as opportunities for collaboration. Ideas included working together to
educate the public, revising ordinances, and reaching out to key landowners.
Ice Cream Socials
EMWREP hosted two Ice Cream Socials &
Raingarden Tours this summer to celebrate
the good work folks have done in their
neighborhoods to help protect local water
resources, and to get the word out to their
neighbors about the projects.
Folks who attended each received a free
ice cream cone and a self guided tour with
a map of local raingardens. In addition,
both events were held in parks that had
raingardens recently installed as well.

Buckthorn Removal Workshops
On September 11th & 12th, Wendy Griffin,
Natural Resource Specialist at the WCD,
hosted two Buckthorn Removal Workshops,
one at the Denmark Town Hall in Denmark
Township and the other at Hooley Hall,
Washington County Fairgrounds in Lake
Elmo.

The first was on August 15th in Washington
Park in Stillwater, and the second was in
September at Pioneer Park in Woodbury.
Each event had over 125 people attend!

They were both well attended and generated
a number of site visits. Wendy discussed
proper identification, proper removal
techniques and the latest research on how
to effectively remove buckthorn. For more
information, contact Wendy at
wendy.griffin@mnwcd.org.
A family enjoys ice cream in Pioneer Park
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EMWREP Calendar of Events
October
October 22		
Green Congregations Focus Group - Washington Conservation District
10:00-11:30am			
Contact Jenn Radtke for info: jradtke@mnwcd.org
				
October 24		
Green Congregations Focus Group - Ramsey Washington Metro 		
6:30-8:00pm		
Watershed District Office
					
Contact Jenn Radtke for info: jradtke@mnwcd.org
October 26 		
Newport Annual Buckthorn Removal Day Bailey School Forest
9:00am-12:00noon 		
Contact Renee Helm for info: rhelm@newportmn.com
		
October 30 		
Valley Branch Watershed Plan Workshop Nordic Center at Lake Elmo
4:00-6:00pm			Regional Park
					Visit www.wbwd.org for more information

November
November 7
Erosion Control Seminar - DR Horton’s Development, Cottage Grove
9:00-11:00am		
More info at http://mnerosion.org/
OR
11:00am-1:00pm 			
November 26
Street Sweeping Workshop - Washington Conservation District Office
8:00-10:30am 		
More info at www.mnwcd.org/events.php

Seed Bombs
On September 10th, Jenn Radtke co-sponsored a table with the Minnesota Conservation
Corps at the Blue Cross Blue Shield Employee Carefest, an annual event for employees
to do mini-volunteer projects. The employees
made over 50 dozen “seed bombs,” or wildflower seeds mixed in with clay and compost,
to be used in a prairie restoration project by
the Conservation Corps. Employees were also
given information about native plantings for
clean water.
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Green Congregations

Fall Highlights
Tuesday, October 22 10:00-11:30 WCD Office
Thursday, October 24 6:30-8:00pm RWMWD Office
EMWREP is partnering with RWMWD & RCWD to host two
Green Congregations Focus Groups to inform the creation of
a Green Congregations Water Resource Education Toolkit
If you have worked with any congregations who have installed projects, please
encourage them to attend either session.

Street Sweeping Workshop

Erosion Control Seminar

RSVP to Jenn Radtke jradtke@mnwcd.org 651-275-1136 x44
Date: Thursday, November 7 9:00-11:00am OR 11:00am-1:00pm
Location: DR Horton’s Development, Cottage Grove MN
Fee: $40 MECA Members/$45 Potential MECA Members
EMWREP is co-sponsoring an Erosion & Sediment Control Field Seminar for
Contractors, City or County Staff, Inspectors, Consultants, Watershed and SWCD
professionals and anyone who finds themselves dealing with erosion and sediment
control concerns. The seminar includes a field workshop, handouts, refreshments and
networking opportunities.
Register at http://mnerosion.org/
Planning to Reduce Nutrient Loading through Street Sweeping: Pilot Workshop
Tuesday, November 26th 8:00-10:30am WCD Office
City, county and state public works directors, street engineers and superintendents,
planners, watershed staff, and others involved in implementing street sweeping as a
stormwater best management practice are invited to participate in a pilot workshop.
The workshop will include a presentation from the University study “Quantifying
nutrient removal by street sweeping,” the introduction of a new street sweeping
Excel spreadsheet tool, and a discussion of the barriers and regulatory challenges in
acquiring credit towards clean water goals.
Fee: $20*
More info at www.mnwcd.org/events.php

Members of the East Metro Water Resource Education Program:

Brown’s Creek Watershed • Carnelian Marine - St. Croix Watershed
Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed • Cottage Grove • Dellwood
Forest
Lake
•
Lake
Elmo
•
Middle
St.
Croix
Watershed
Ramsey - Washington Metro Watershed • Rice Creek Watershed • Stillwater
South Washington Watershed • Valley Branch Watershed • Willernie • Woodbury
West Lakeland • Washington Conservation District • Washington County
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