Education Updates
Fall 2015
Working with Lake Associations
On Wednesday, Sept. 23, more than 50
lake association members crowded into
the Washington Conservation Center
classroom to meet one another and
learn about resources to help protect
and improve local lakes. The event was
co-sponsored by EMWREP; RamseyWashington Metro and Rice Creek
Watershed Districts; Vadnais Lakes Area
WMO; Chisago, Ramsey and Washington
Conservation Districts; and Conservation
Minnesota. Though presentations focused on efforts to prevent and manage Aquatic
Invasive Species, lake association members also expressed interest in learning about
a variety of other topics, including:
1) How to build and run effective lake associations;
2) Native vs non-native aquatic plant identification;
3) Water quality and watershed restoration;
4) Fish management; and
5) Shoreline restoration.
The small group discussion time at the end of the meeting was definitely the highlight
of the evening. People enjoyed meeting one another and said they wanted to be able to
share stories and hear about what’s worked and what hasn’t at other lakes. They also
indicated they would be interested in meeting twice a year, in addition to developing
methods for sharing information, resources, and research between associations and
with local government partners.
New groundwater-themed education displays coming soon!
We are working with St. Paul Exhibit Works to develop two, groundwater-themed,
interactive tabletop displays for EMWREP partners and others to use at community
events. The displays will explore the topics of how groundwater works, connections
between surface and groundwater resources, unique groundwater-dependent resources
in Washington County, and water conservation. Washington County is providing funding
to develop the new displays, which should be completed this winter.
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Workshops for Local Decision Makers
NEMO Program
This year, we held two workshops in partnership
with the Minnesota Extension NEMO (Nonpoint
Education for Municipal Officials) program. NEMO
provides education and training to community
leaders including elected and appointed officials
and citizen leaders about water resources,
the impacts from land use, and strategies for
protection and restoration. Goals include providing
leaders with knowledge, skills, and research
results to assist them in making informed local
decisions that support clean water in their
communities. www.northlandnemo.org

Above: St. Croix National Park Service Superintendent Chris Stein speaks to a group of local
decision makers from Minnesota and Wisconsin.

St. Croix River

Our St. Croix River Workshop on the Water
on Aug. 6 was specially designed for newly elected and appointed leaders, those who have not
participated in past year’s workshops, and communities participating in the Minimal Impact Design
Standards (MIDS) Community Assistance Project. During the floating workshop, about 100 local
decision makers learned about the health of the St. Croix River, challenges for water quality, and
policies and practices at the city and county level that help to protect water resources.
In addition to a guided tour along the river south of Hwy 94, participants also experienced the
“Watershed Game,” an interactive learning tool designed to introduce community leaders to clean
water best management practices (BMPs) that can be used to reduce runoff pollution.

Forest Lake
On Tuesday, Sept. 1, we held a project tour
and workshop on protecting and improving lakes
and streams in Forest Lake. The event brought
city council, staff, and commission members from
Forest Lake together with representatives from
the Comfort Lake - Forest Lake and Rice Creek
Watershed Districts; Clear Lake and Forest Lake
Lake Associations; and the Washington County
Board.
During the tour, we visited clean water
projects at the Forest Lake City Hall, Target, and
8th St. Ponds (near Broadway Ave.). Afterwards,
we had an open-ended discussion about
future opportunities, priorities, challenges, and
potential partnerships for improving stormwater
management in the city.
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Above: Decision makers and community leaders in
Forest Lake learn about a water quality improvement project near the City Hall and Clear Lake.

Recent Public Education Activities
FamilyMeans St. Croix Garden Tour: July 11-12
EMWREP staff was stationed at the home of Roger Miller and Mary Zweber in Baytown Twp. Their
landscaping includes four raingardens and extensive native plantings. 425 people attended.
Cottage Grove Safety Camp: July 22
Jenn Radtke and Angie Hong led 90 kids in a water pollution “whodunit” activity at Hamlet Park.
Washington County Fair: July 29- Aug. 1
The shared Watershed and WCD booth featured a new backdrop and a floor map of the county.
Evening in the Garden - Oakdale: Aug 4
Marge and Steve Sagstetter hosted a community event for neighbors in Oakdale to learn about
raingardens, pollinator-friendly plantings, and landscaping for clean water.
Minnesota State Fair: Aug 27- Sept. 7
EMWREP staff volunteered along with other Metro WaterShed Partners’ organizations to run the
popular StormDrain Goalie booth at the Eco Experience Building.
Cottage Grove Public Works Open House: Sept. 22
Jenn and Angie took kids “fishing” in an activity designed to teach them about water quality.
Children’s Water Festival: Sept 30
EMWREP, WCD and Washington County took part in this annual event for 4th grade students in the
metro area. Angie led a station with the groundwater model and Jenn was a classroom guide.
Woodbury Landscaping Workshop: Oct. 3
Angie presented about raingardens at this workshop, coordinated by Master Gardeners.

Above (L to R): A collage of photos from the Evening in the
Garden Workshop in Oakdale; Fishing at Cottage Grove Public Works Open House; StormDrain Goalie at Min3

MS4 Training
Erosion Control Seminar
On September 29, EMWREP partnered with the
Minnesota Erosion Control Association (MECA) and
U of M Erosion and Sediment Control Program to
conduct an erosion control field seminar in Cottage
Grove. Vendors demonstrated new materials and
technologies, including erosion control blankets,
storm drain inlet protection, and sediment removal
products for turbidity reduction.

Above: Contractors, watershed inspectors, and
municipal staff learn about new erosion and
sediment control technologies.
Want MS4 Workshops?
Talk to Angie Hong if you are interested in
planning a MS4 education workshop for
your staff. City of Stillwater has expressed
interest in hosting a training at their public
works facility in early spring 2016 that other
EMWREP partners could attend as well.
Above: An example of a presentation that could be used
Or, if you are interested we can plan a
for employee MS4 training.
training on a topic of special interest to you,
such as winter snow and ice control, turf
maintenance, or illicit discharge detection and elimination.

Metro WaterShed Partners
Developing new tools and programs for water education
This year, Metro WaterShed Partners is working with Water Words that Work, a national consulting
firm led by Erik Eckl, to reinvigorate its shared media and education campaign. Staff from the
company evaluated existing WaterShed Partners programs and educational resources, surveyed
partners, and facilitated a group brainstorming session with representatives from cities, watershed
management organizations, and non-profits conducting water education in the Twin Cities area. The
draft report contains suggestions such as managing an editorial calendar and creating customizable
educational materials for partners to use, and organizing metro-wide curbside and storm drain
clean-up events.
If you are interested in helping to envision how these types of activities might benefit your
community, come to the November Roundtable Discussion on Wednesday, Nov. 18, 8:30-11:30am
at Hamline University, Kay Fredericks Ballroom in the Klas Center.
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Regional Education News
St,. Croix Partnership Receives EPA Environmental Education Grant
A group of local non-profit and governmental organizations led by the St. Croix Valley Foundation
is one of only three in the nation to receive an environmental education grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to create a St. Croix Master Watershed Steward Certificate
pilot project. The goal of the project is to train and connect volunteer citizen stewards with
organizations working to improve water quality in the St. Croix River. It will likely resemble the
Freshwater Society’s Master Watershed Steward Program, with some adaptations to fit the unique
geography and characteristics of the St. Croix Basin.
Angie Hong will be participating in the curriculum development committee for the new program,
which will run Sept. 2015 - Aug. 2017.

Aquatic Invasive Species Education
The WCD is working with local Watershed Management Organizations and Washington County
Parks to conduct watercraft inspections and public education to prevent the spread of aquatic
invasive species. With new funding allocated to Washington County from the MN Legislature,
the WCD hired two seasonal watercraft inspectors, worked with the Star Tribune to create a
innovative mobile media advertising campaign, purchased full-color ads in ten local newspapers,
and is fabricating signs to install at six waterfowl hunting access points and twelve boat launches
in Washington County. The WCD and County Parks are also developing a plan for possible
improvements to Washington County-owned boat launches in future years.
Waterfowl Hunters
Future hunters are relying
on you to prevent the
spread of aquatic invasive
species…do your part.
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Please make sure your
watercraft is cleaned
and drained.
Left: Image used for newspapers ads and signs at waterfowl access points.
Above: DNR approved graphics for entrance and exit signs to be installed at twelve
boat launches in the county.

Questions?
Contact Angie Hong, EMWREP coordinator, 651-330-8220 x.35 or angie.hong@mnwcd.org
Members of the East Metro Water Resource Education Program:

Brown’s Creek Watershed • Carnelian Marine - St. Croix Watershed
Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed • Cottage Grove • Dellwood
Forest Lake • Grant • Lake Elmo • Middle St. Croix Watershed • Newport
Ramsey - Washington Metro Watershed • Rice Creek Watershed • Stillwater
South Washington Watershed • Valley Branch Watershed • Willernie
West Lakeland • Woodbury • Washington Conservation District • Washington County
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