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2017 brings more than $2 million in Clean
Water Funds to Washington County
Just before the holidays, the Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources announced recipients
of 2017 Clean Water Fund grants; Washington
County communities will be receiving more
than $2 million in new funding to protect lakes,
streams, rivers and groundwater in our area!
The funding comes from a three-eighths of one
percent sales tax approved by voters in 2008 to
support clean water, parks and trails, habitat,
and arts in Minnesota. Read on for a summary
of new projects to be funded.

Forest Lake – $505,000 will be used to help
Forest Lake Area Schools, the Rice Creek
Watershed District and the City of Forest Lake
retrofit stormwater ponds and construct new
irrigation systems to reduce groundwater use
by more than 4 million gallons per year. Using
stormwater for irrigation will prevent 20 pounds
of phosphorus and 2 tons of sediment from
flowing into Clear Lake each year. In addition,
grant funds will be used to develop education
curriculum so that students learn about water
conservation and water reuse technology.
$824,000 will go to the Comfort Lake - Forest
Lake Watershed District to impound water from
a tributary to Shields Lake in order to irrigate Forest Hills Golf Course. The project will keep 77
pounds of phosphorus per year out of Shields Lake, which flows into Forest Lake. The watershed
district will also conduct a whole-lake alum treatment on Shields Lake. The two projects combined
are expected to reduce phosphorus loads to Forest Lake by up to 250 pounds per year (equivalent to
125,000lb of algae). In addition, the watershed district will receive $88,000 to restore six wetland
areas flowing into Bone Lake in Scandia, which will reduce phosphorus by 50 pounds per year.
$36,000 is also designated to help Comfort Lake – Forest Lake Watershed District and the City of
Forest Lake develop an enhanced street sweeping plan to reduce stormwater pollution to Forest
Lake and Clear Lake.

Bayport - $63,000 will go to the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Diane Blake
Diane Blake was newly
elected to represent District
5 (Woodbury) during the
2016 election. Diane grew
up in Mendota Heights and
attended St. Olaf College. She
was formerly a supervisor
for Dakota County SWCD.
After living out of state for
4 years she and her husband
and two children have settled
in Woodbury. In addition to being a board supervisor,
she works at Hy-Vee and does legal blog consulting.

MINNESOTA
BUFFER LAW
Minnesota’s Buffer Law requires a 50-foot wide (on
average) vegetated buffer along public waters in the
state (lakes, rivers and streams) and a 16.5-foot wide
vegetated buffer along public ditches. Buffers need to
be installed on public waters by November 2017 and
on public ditches by November 2018.
In the fall of 2016, the WCD contacted landowners
by mail that may have been affected by the law. If you
received a letter and would still like assistance, it is not
too late! To learn more or schedule a site visit, please
call Angela Defenbaugh at 651-330-8220 ext 23.
Landowners who are subject to the law but appear
to be in compliance will be contacted by mail by the
WCD in the spring of 2017, offering validation of
compliance assistance.

(MSCWMO) in partnership with the City of Bayport to install bioinfiltration projects (large
raingardens) to clean stormwater before draining to Perro Creek and then Lake St. Croix. The
projects will remove at least six pounds of phosphorus and one ton of sediment out of Perro Creek
and the St. Croix River each year, thereby cleaning the creek and reducing algae blooms in the river.

Stillwater - $58,000 will go to the MSCWMO to work with the City of Stillwater and local

residents to identify and design a stormwater project that will continue to improve the water quality
of Lily Lake. For the first time since 1985, Lily Lake is showing an improving trend in water quality
(lower phosphorus concentrations during the summer) thanks to nearly a decade of targeted lake
improvement projects. MSCWMO, the city, and local homeowners have installed 36 projects to
date, which have cut phosphorus flowing to Lily Lake by 100 pounds per year. With funds from the
2017 grant, MSCWMO will identify and complete preliminary designs for projects that will capture
at least 45 additional pound of phosphorus. After the projects are installed, studies say Lily Lake
should continue to have reduced algae and improved clarity.
$274,250 will go to the Brown’s Creek Watershed District to retrofit McKusick Road so that less
sediment flows to Brown’s Creek. The Watershed District will work with Washington County to
retrofit seven catch basins with separation devices, and install three large underground tanks to trap
sediment and litter from the roadway. The retrofits will keep 2 tons of sediment out of the stream
each year and will make it easier for the county and watershed district to complete future stream
improvement projects without disturbing the roadway. Brown’s Creek Watershed District will also
receive $51,525 to conduct a cost-benefit analysis and model restoration scenarios for a three-mile,
unforested segment of Brown’s Creek.

Countywide - $100,000 will go to Washington County Department of Public Health and

Environment to collect, digitize and review historical septic system permit records from 1972-2004.
The county will also conduct a risk analysis to identify problem areas where failing systems could be
polluting surface and groundwater resources.
$81,000 will be used to expand the existing Master Water Stewards program into Washington
and southern Chisago Counties. Working in partnership with the Freshwater Society, the
Washington Conservation District will recruit and train 20 citizen stewards to implement clean
water projects in priority areas of the Brown’s Creek, Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix, Comfort Lake –
Forest Lake, Middle St. Croix, and South Washington Watersheds. Stewards will complete a total
of ten water quality improvement projects in addition to providing support for education and civic
engagement activities.

The Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment will provide annual funding
until 2034. Between 2010 and 2016, $649 million in grants were allocated
statewide through the Clean Water Fund. In addition, $378 million were
allocated through the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, $630 million through
the Outdoor Heritage Fund (habitat projects), and $271 million through the
Parks and Trails Fund. Habitat and water projects are also funded through the
Environment and Natural Resources Trust (Minnesota State Lottery revenues),
which distributed $215 million between 2010 and 2016.
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Washington Conservation District (WCD)
Board of Supervisors:
District 1..........................Bob Rosenquist
District 2 .........................Jim Levitt
District 3 .........................John Rheinberger
District 4..........................Louise Smallidge
District 5 .........................Diane Blake
Board meetings are held at the WCD office on the 2nd
Wednesday each month, at 2:00 pm. The public is welcome.
Board meeting agendas will be posted on the www.mnwcd.
org website when they are available, and meeting minutes
will be posted after they have been approved.
THE WCD IS LOCATED AT:
455 Hayward Ave N., Oakdale, MN 55128

OFFICE HOURS: 7:00am-4:30pm
CALL US: 651-330-8220
WEB: www.mnwcd.org
CONTACT US: www.mnwcd.org/wcd-staff-board/
WE’RE ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/mnwcd
WE’RE ON TWITTER:
twitter.com/EMWREP
WE HAVE A BLOG:
eastmetrowater.areavoices.com
www.mnwcd.org

PROVIDING QUALITY TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY SINCE 1942.
455 Hayward Avenue North, Oakdale, MN 55128 / 651-330-8220 / www.mnwcd.org
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Be the change you wish to see in your
community: Become a Master Water Steward.
Apply in June to begin classes in the fall
Are you looking for a meaningful way to
get involved in your community? Want to
help protect local lakes, rivers, streams and
wetlands? The Washington Conservation
District received an $81,000 Clean
Water Grant to develop a Master Water
Stewards program in Washington County
in partnership with the Freshwater Society.
With these funds, we will be recruiting
and training 20 citizen stewards to work
directly with local watershed organizations
on projects to protect and improve water
resources in our area. The Master Water
Stewards program offers you the opportunity to learn more about local water management, make
new friends, and make a difference in your community.

WHY COVER
CROPS?
The WCD works with landowners to
protect valuable topsoil and nutrients by
keeping them on the land, and protect
Minnesota waterbodies from runoff that
can be high in nutrients. One route of
protection is through the use of cover
crops, which has been shown to help
improve soil health, smother weeds,
control pests/diseases, and prevent soil
erosion.
Tim Behrends, a third-generation farmer in
Washington County, is using cover crops
as a part of his nutrient management. He
has used cover crops to combat nitrate
leaching because cover crops can help take
up leftover nitrogen after harvest and make
nitrogen available for future crop.

Master Water Stewards will receive 50 hours of training, beginning in Sept./Oct. of 2017,
through a combination of on-line instruction, in-person small-group meetings, and hands-on,
outdoor activities. Topics will include basic hydrology and stormwater management, water policy,
strategies for engaging your friends and neighbors, and landscaping practices to reduce runoff
pollution. Stewards also complete capstone projects in their communities – raingardens, shoreline
plantings, and rural lands projects – with support from their watershed organizations (grant funds
are available for these projects). After becoming certified, Master Water Stewards continue to
provide 25 hours per year of volunteer support to their watershed organizations.

The WCD is planning field days in 2017
related to soil health and cover crops.
Landowners will have the opportunity to
see established cover crops in Washington
County and talk about practices with
other landowners and conservation staff.
Field day information will be sent out
and posted to the WCD’s website (www.
mnwcd.org).

If you are interested in learning more about the program, contact Angie Hong (angie.hong@
mnwcd.org or 651-330-8220 x.35). We will begin taking applications in June for our first cohort
of 10 stewards.

For more information on cover crops,
visit http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/
Topic-Rooms/Cover-Crops.
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Keep an eye
out in the mail
for a postcard
with tree pickup information
and your order
number. KEEP
THIS POSTCARD
SAFE! You will
need to bring it
with you when
you pick up your
trees.
Washington County Fairgrounds
Lake Elmo – The Rabbit Building
12300 40th St N. Stillwater, MN 55082
Friday, April 28, 9:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 29, 9:00-1:00 p.m.

Calendar of Events
For more information contact Jenn Radtke: jradtke@mnwcd.org or 651-330-8220 x44

Spring Landscaping Workshops – 6:30p.m.

Pond Dipping Events
What lives in our lakes?
Family Friendly Lake Exploration

North Saint Paul - April 6 @ Casey Lake Park
St. Paul Park – April 11 @ City Hall

Forest Lake (Arts in the Park) – June 20 5-8p.m.

Oakdale – April 18 @ Washington Conservation
District Office

Edgewater Park in Woodbury – June 27 6:30p.m.

Hugo – April 27 @ City Hall

Autumn Hills Park in Oak Park Heights – July 6 6:30p.m.

Forest Lake – May 2 @ City Hall

Tanners Lake in Oakdale – July 12 @ 6:30p.m.

RSVP to the workshops at: tinyurl.com/
SpringDream2017

Lions Park in Saint Paul Park – July 18 @ 6:30p.m.
Pinetree Park in Cottage Grove – July 26 @ 6:30p.m.
Long Lake in Stillwater – TBD @ 6:30p.m.

Evening in the Open Yards Series
3rd Wednesdays May thru September!

Rain Barrel and Compost Sale with RAM

Look for more details at www.bcwd.org

Order rain barrels and compost bins at:
recycleminnesota.org

Friday April 28th @ Hugo Public Works

