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Texts: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 • Psalm 8 • Romans 5:1-5 • John 16:12-15

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?
On the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
“To you, O people, I call,
and my cry is to all that live.

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, 

like a master worker;
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and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.

Psalm 8
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have 

set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark be-

cause of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 

stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care 

for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with 

glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put 

all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths 

of the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
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hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

John 16:12-15
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.”

Once a man walked into his pastor’s office and said, “I’ve been diagnosed 
with cancer.” 

You’ve been there with a loved one; I have, too. 
“This has served as a wake-up call in my life,” said the man.
The man continued: “For many years, I defined success the wrong way. I gave 

too much attention to my work, and not enough attention to my relationships.
“I allowed possessions and positions to become more important than family 

or faith. 
“So,” he said, “My wife and I have decided that we are going to do this right. 

We are making every choice in order to spend time together, to create memories 
with our children, to make this the best time in our lives as a family.”

When that man walked out of his pastor’s office, the pastor knew that some-
thing holy had just happened. His deep Christian faith was an inspiration. His 
hopefulness in the face of his diagnosis was awesome. He desired to make the most 
of every moment God gave him.

For the next year, this family was at church, and in the community. 
The pastor would visit with them at the hospital and go to their home. And 

every time he knew he had seen people who treasured every moment of every rela-
tionship and felt more blessed than when he arrived.
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A year later the pastor presided at that man’s funeral. (story by Fr. Michael 
Renninger)

Relationships. They are at the core of life and at the core of God.
I share that today because relationship is central to understanding our God. 
It is Trinity Sunday and the core truth of it is that our God is a God of 

relationships. 
God resembles in Godself His vision for human community. God is a Rela-

tional being who is intertwined.
God’s very person, His very being is the embodiment of that God’s hope for 

human community and for the Christian community in particular. That we be One, 
that we be intertwined, that we serve the same purposes together in the world. That 
we are about creating and redeeming and sustaining life.

The very being of God is a set of relationships — God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
together as One.

This is what God is made of and this is what we are made for — relationships.
I saw a TV report in which a man who had lost one member of his fam-

ily stood in the midst of the shattered rubble of his home. He pointed to all of the 
wreckage, and he looked straight into the camera and said, “Let this be a wake-up 
call for everyone. Let this remind everyone that STUFF is not what is important in 
life. Homes and cars and jobs can all be taken away and be replaced.”

“But,” he continued, “there is only one thing worth treasuring — and that is 
your relationships.”

That’s what he said.
Relationships. The Relationship with God in Christ and in the Holy Spirit are 

intertwined. The Scriptures try to get at that today.
The apostle Paul says, “the love of God has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.” Ours is the work of reconciliation.
Jesus says, “Everything the Father has is mine, and I will give it to you.”
Each year, the church invites us on Trinity Sunday to ponder the mystery and 

reality of the very identity of the God we worship each week.
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And each year, the scriptures for this feast remind us that God is not like The 
Far Side cartoon character with his finger on the “smite button,” waiting to strike.  
God is not some static reality light-years away. At the core, our God is a set of rela-
tionships. Father. Son. Holy Spirit. 

Which means that we will most often experience that God in our lives 
through our relationships. The children being baptized this weekend are baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son and, Holy Spirit.

What we sing and pray and preach today isn’t an abstract doctrine or esoteric 
set of theories that the church has the responsible to defend. But our worship points 
toward a God who is both global and personal, if you will. 

Theologians describe this as the transcendence and immanence of God, and 
in the language of the Eastern Orthodox tradition they insist that while we can 
never know God in His ultimate “essence,” we can know his “energies.” 

In other words, we know God by the light God puts off! A light of hope, we 
can see what it illumines, what it grows.

All the Light We Cannot See is a Pulitzer Prize winning novel that I have just 
begun reading. Some of you have read it. The title by itself speaks to the transcen-
dence and immanence of God — that is, God is both near and far. God is both Cre-
ator and intimate friend. 

God is. When we can see it and when we cannot.
Trinity Sunday allows us to catch the vision of a God whose relationship and 

whose vision for human and Christian community is light and life, intimate, and 
encompassing the whole universe.

A Trinitarian understanding of God is large and compelling enough to at 
least poke at the God disclosed in Jesus and in the Holy Spirit.  

Now, in a world where religion has often gone array and many have grown 
not to trust it, how can we be sure that our conception of God is true and not false?

According to missiologist Alan Hirsch, “If your conception of God is radi-
cally false, then the more religious you are, the worse it is.” There is nothing much 
worse than having passion for all of the wrong reasons. 
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Radical means root. If it’s false, everything is wrong. If it is radically true, it is 
true from the roots on up!

When I was teaching confirmation classes in one church, on the first day of 
the group I would walk them outside to the large live oak trees on our campus. They 
are much like the ones here. 

Here under those oaks we would talk about this very thing . We could point 
to the roots, often exposed on top of the ground with live oaks, and the trunk and 
the branches, each performing a different role. But a passerby would point and call 
it one singular thing, a tree. If the roots are bad though, the tree would not grow, 
produce its leaves and nourish the rest of the tree.

In many ways we know something by what it produces. It isn’t only the origi-
nal, its molecular makeup, that defines its life but what comes from it that ultimate-
ly speaks of its health.

If God is Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, if God is light and love, what 
kind of fruit grows from that root? 

Endurance, character, hope, Paul says in Romans.
Some years ago, Japanese scientists did some research on micro-organisms. 

They discovered that 10 percent of micro-organisms in and around us are negative. 
Another 10 percent are deemed positive. The remaining 80 percent are classified 
as “neutral” or “wait and see” micro-organisms. Those in this last category observe 
which of the two 10 percent (negative or positive) gain ascendancy, and then they 
gravitate towards the stronger. 

This fascinating piece of research holds a powerful message for the Christian 
community in today’s world. 

I wonder if we are at a cultural tipping point where many are watching where 
to gravitate. 

We are to be radical light in a world of darkness with this God as our root.
We are to build what Pope Francis called a “culture of encounter,” where we 

actually look one another in the eye and speak to one another in our sameness and 
in our differences. 



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Rose Hernandez at 713-528-0527 or rhernandez@stpaulshouston.org.
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Relationships.
Robert Fulghum, author of the book All I Ever Needed to Know I Learned in 

Kindergarten, visited an institute dedicated to reconciling Turks and Greeks on the 
island of Crete. At the end of the visit, he asked Alexandros Papanderos, a leader 
there what the purpose of life was.

Laughter followed, as those present thought this was a silly question. People 
started to get up from their seats to go home. Papanderos looked at Fulghum for 
a long time. He took the question seriously and indicated that he would give an 
answer.

After a while, Papanderos took from his wallet a small round mirror, about 
the size of a quarter. He said, “I was a small child during the war. One day, on the 
road I found a broken mirror and I kept the largest piece, this one. I began to play 
with it and I became fascinated with it. I noticed that it could reflect light into dark 
places where the sun would never shine, deep holes, crevices, dark closets. I kept 
the little mirror, and as a man, I grew to understand that this was not just a child’s 
game but a metaphor for what I could do with my life, namely that I am a fragment 
of a mirror whose whole design I do not know. But with what I have, I can reflect 
light.

The Trinitarian God is our light. All of it we cannot see, but it is enough and 
more than enough for you and me and the world we inhabit to grow. 

The Trinity is an eternal set of relationships. Yet our relationships often get 
ignored until something comes along to remind us what’s at stake.

So, if you need it, let this Trinity Sunday, be your wake-up call.


